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Live stock, in wluch we include horsey,
oxen, assey, sheep, goats, sWine, £ oese,
ducks, hens, bees, &e., &e¢., occuped their
care and attertion.  Apd the varous breeds
were propa,-'.ulcd upun prmcnpl(fs, sne of
which woul i be well worthy of attention at
the presen day.

Indeed, let us look which way we will
upon the subject, we find the neh estina-
tion i which it was held as a protession, an
index of its advance aga practice. It 1,
therefore, fair to presume not merely that
the Roman colomsts itraduced a system «f
agriculture mto Britain, as stated by all an.
thortuies, but that they ntroduced the Ro-
man system, and made use of Roman ex-
perience m practieng it Reason tells ns
it must have been ~u; fur tacts, some of
which we have mentioned, show that she
did 0, with respect to escry other art, sa-
ence, or custom, net mercly n Britun, but
wherever she carried her victorious wnus.

In the preceding sketch, therefore, of the
practice of the Romans, we obtam a pretty
correct, and mndeed the only view of the ag-
riculture of England, during the first tive
centurics of the Christian era.  Itas true,
that a ditlerence i the chmate, &c., unght
cause some shght varation m the practces
of the two countries.  But, i the foregomg
smmmary  of agricultural knowledge, as
practiced by the Romans, durmg the time

rtam was a part ot therr Bmprre, it will be |

obvious that we have recorded notiung but
what was adapted to Baaland. It would,
therefore, be far to mter that every prac-
tice there mentioned wasadopted.  Assum-
ing thisy and looking torward tor a thousand
years, we observe thie phenomena winch we
have Dlefore mentioned, as characterizing
the progress (if 1t be not an Iibermesm, so
to callit), of agriculture ull a late period.
For even if we make the hiberal adlowance
for a degeneracy m the science, owmg o
the transplanting it from Itaban to Enghsh
soil, we cannot, uill after the sixteenth cen-
tury, discover the least improvement deve-
loped in the practice.

Thus we can find no advance inade in the
use of tillages, in the construction of im-
’)lemcnts, or i permanent nuprovements.—
The old Roman system of alternate crop
and fallow, or at most, of two crops anda
fallow, still held its unquestioned sway.——
Nor do we discover any traces of those ar-
tificial grasses wlich Gibbon tells us m-
creased the number of herds and the ferulity
of thesoil. Itis possible, however, that the
Romaus never did introduce these mto Eng-
Jand, or they could scarcely have grone couw-
pletely out of use. Owmyg to thix, we find
that the principal part of the land was oraz-
cd on opent commons; whic those Jands
nearcest their habitations were cultivated for
the growth of corn. ‘The consequence of
this was, that as there was no fodder to be
had, but such as was grown on natural mea.
dows, the cattle starved upon the hungary
common durmg winter, and the enclosed
land, owing to no manure hemy made, grew
gradually Jess productive. ‘Thus we are
told that they experienced the greatest dif-
ficulty in keeping their cattle alive during
wvinter; thatmauy died, and many were hili-
<d {to usc an lrishism) to keep them from
dying. That their oxen, tos, were so badly
fed, that it required six to plough half an
acre perday ; and that four times the sced
was reckoned a fair crop under thus man.
agement.

Their varicty of crops was very limited,
oats, barley, rve, pease, being the staple
productions. Wheat, the farmers’ paying
crop, was then very little known. “Thus,
‘T'usser says:—

4 Xn 8affolk again, whero whcet never grew.

Faen at the commencement of the 17th
contury, itwar a luxury confined to the ta-
bles of the nobility of the land.

The most unportant part of the farmer's
possesstong was the hae stoek,  And gt ouly
wanted a better system of  matagement m
the production of food, to have wmade him
progress in tlus branch of s profession—
Cattle, however, could make but a poor
aronth on the commun pastures, or indeed,
upun any pastures dur.ne the winter months,
and conrequently, they were a scaree stuck.
Sheep could do no better upon this methol,
and this, with the demand tor wool, caused
them to be kept in great quantities. 'The
neglect of cattle fur sheep, had so increased,
thatwe find it ordained i 1533, that no nan
should kecp more than 2400 sheep, (25 1.
S.c. 1), amd e 1533, that wherever there
were 66 =heep, a cow should be kept : and
a calf bred wherever there were 120, (2
and 3 Phil. and Mary, c. 3).

Nor was its standmg as a profession very
high.  The positton of the farmer was that
of the humble and contented labourer, and
Ins quabifications w ere sndustry and sobriety.
Education and research were nunceessary,
and consequently unknown.  lhs path was
the path of lus predecessor; it was well
beaten, aad was easily travelled upon.  Dut
no where do we discover so closely, the
charactenstics of a people, as in the custoius
aud duties of their women. No where do
we sec the statn of the man more planly
than in the beaning of lus help.mate.  Apply
this principle, m the present instance, and
the farmer’s true positwn will require ne
further tlustzaton ; for we are told by Sir
Al Futzherbert, that it was “the wife's vc-
cupation to winnow all corn, to mahe 1aalt,
to wash and wring, to make Lay, to shear
corn, and m time of need, to help her hus.
hand to fill the muchwaim, or dung cart, to
drive the plough, to load corn, hay, and
such,” &c., &c.

Such then was the position which agricul-
ture, after ® practice of more than 1,600
years, had assumed. From the muddle of
the 17th to the middle of the 1Sth century,
achange began to ereep over its xpirit, the
cffects of which are evident in the practice
of the present century.  And it is wow our
duty to examine the influence which pro.
meted this change.

Tiwe is the parent of change.  As there
isanatural tendency m man to increase in
knowledge and in strength, up to a certam
pi riod, so 13 there in every art or science, to
advance towards, if not to attan perfection.
‘That this spinit should operate upon agricul-
ture is natural; that, however, it should he
so long unmamiested, 15 a phenomena pro.
duced by certam anfluences ; and to the re.
moval of these miluences we must ascribe
its manifestation at all.  ‘Thus, if we sawa
youth making no progress in size, from the
age of Hto 15 years, and then beginmng to
shoot upward, it would be his former stop.
page, not his present growth, wiich would
be marvellous. We should aseribe s to
the removal of some disordered functions
which had obstructed lus natural tendency.
What then wasg the disorder waich obstruct-
ed that progress which agriculture ought to
have made, aud to the destruction of the 1n-
fluence of which we owe the after progress
of the science.

‘That frequent changes of proprictarchip
fromn the Romans to the Saxons, the Dancs,
and the Normans, the ravages of war, the
on hand of feudalism and pricstly donuna-
tion over the mmnd, are amongst these .
cnces, cannot he doubted ; and for some
centurics we may allow that they would be
predominant.  \Vhen, however, we consider
that it was long aftcr these influcnces were

diminished before agricuniture began to
avake from its lethargy ; when we look at
the great progress ade in every domestic
polished art, during the 11th, 10th, and 1Gth
centuries, and when we consider that seie
ence had fixed upon a footing of security,
trade, mamdactures, and commerce 3 amd
that the paths of learning and literature
conld show the foolstepr of such men ar
Chaueer, Feland, Ascham, ‘Fyndale, Caaton,
Sydney, Spenser, Shakspeare, Bacon, Mil-
ton, & e, &c., before agriculture had advanc.
cd one #tep towards laying the foundation of
future excellence, we must call to our aid
soe other intluence to account for the phe-
nomena. This we shall find in itself—
Every aue has a marked spirit which stamps
with its intluence every nnprovement, and
tinges every event.  Eiery zeience, too, at
cenain periods, feela a peculiar influence,
which turns its energies to the develope-
wment or non-developement of truth. And
by the combined operation of one spirit upon
agriculture, we may expliin the lethargic
enistence of Enghsh agriculture.

It was the oldest science, and consequent-
ly was considered to be the best Anvien prac-
tice ; whenee, to use langpuage we have be-
fore employed, “it became the youugest in

“theory : and without principles to reculate
y g

its cowrmon usage, sanctioned by ancient
darmas, ruled in their stead.  Under all
circumstances, these remained the same,
and of course the practice varied not.  The
road which custom had marked out wag
heaten and smacth, and the farmer continu-
cd to travel upon it. It was a circle tony
and brought hiun always to the place he
<tarted from ; and he never lost himself—,
But in traveling upon one path, and at one™*
pace for a length of time, we both wear out
the raad, and incapacitate ourselves for tra-
velling atany other pace.  So a long courso
of injudicious management and cropping,
not only exhausted the arable land, but, as
the fatalism of the Turks has prevented thein
from marclung on with contemporary na-
tiony 1 the scale of cwvilization, the practico
of a science, the cultivation of winch (the
same here and every where) required no
exertion of mnd, deadened the gpint of n-
quiry m the farmer, and left Inm an casy un-
mqunng bewnyg, knowmyg nothing from hin-
selt, but governed by au hereditary feehng
of obedience to ancient usage.”

This, then, was the weight which bound
down our agriculture to one long medioeri-
ty. It was considered merely an imitative
science, instead of an  experimental one,
which, owing to 1ts great vaniety of opera-
tiong, and the many different circumstances
atiecting these operitions, it must also he
considered, if we would cultivate it watlt
success; for, says Varro, “ Nature has giv-
enus two ways to agricultural knowledge ;
mmtation and experience.  Preceding hus-
bandmen, by experiment, have established
many maxuns which their posterity general-
Iy umtate, but we ouyht not anly to imitate
others, but to meke experimans, not dictated
by chance, bt by reason.”?

But it was not ull the middle of the 17t
century, that this evil influcnce began faurly
to Juse its power.  In the Elizabethan agcy
the muind of man appears to have received a
general stimulus, the effect of which i suf-
ficiently manifestin tho progress of every
branch of human knowledge, and agriculture
appears soon after 0 show some marks of
geueral advance.

It was not however till a much later pe-
rviod in the 18th century, when modern sci-
cnce (ty pursming a system of obscrvation
and research, m which the mind of the ob-
serven, and the stores of the science were
improved at the samc timc), had, by its



