
AGRICULTURE.

fields, much of which matter, properly collected,
being of ;'ery great value ; for decayed weed.s,
grass, stubble, leaves, ditch and pond scourings,
sawdust, ashes, matter having once lad life, te-
come the material for ptoducing future life.

The animal matters, such as flesh-bloud, and
house sewage, are extremely tich in nituogen,
and carbonic acid; and the scourings of ditches
and ponds usually contain some decayed or de-
caying matter, or have some portion iii them of
the inorganie constituents of plants, such as salis,
or other minerail substance, rendering them
valuable as absorbents of manure, or for mixing
with substpnces which are cithber apt to ferment
oo rapidly, or are too powerful iii their action

upon plants to be used without being mixed
with substances of a less stimulating nature.
In short, thtere is no refuse matter on the farn,
however contemptible it may appear to the un-
instructed eye, Iliat does not contain the ele-
ments of future vegetable life, and which is
therefore as capable of being made into as valua-
ble a compost as that which is yielded by the
immediate farnyacd, if subjected to the proper
process.

And here the ·use of Gypsum, or Plaster
of Paris, or, it its absence, Lime or Chalk (arti-
cles but top scarce in this leoality), is strongly
recommended, in order to fix the ammonia,
which ustually escapes from mianures, whether
solid or liquid, int the atmosphere, producing
%he effluvium of the farmyard, or other
places where manure lies, such as fowl-
sheds, pigsties, &c., which is so offensive and
so injurious to humait health, and even to the
heahh of the animals that inhale it. For even
a slight sprittkling (f gypsum, lime, or chalk,
acts as a, .bsorbent of the valuable ammonia,
and takes it away, or ratber prevents it froin en-
tering into the atmosphere, so tliat whenever an
offensive smell is foutid in or near the farmn-
yard, the tact seems as a notice that the valuable
ammonia is escaping, and with it is departing
more ot less hard casa from the fat mer's pocket;
for such triust bc the resuit of the damaging pro-
cess througI whicha the manlure is gointg when-
ever it gives tise to ffetsive odors. There is no.
necessity that anty depaitmett of the farmyard,
cowsled, stable, fowlouuse, pigstye, .or manure
heap, should give fuith art odor offensive ta the
most delicate sense of smell; on tie contrary,
a sweet and grateful efl1uvium-.or at least an
hioffensive smeli-should pervade the farmyard..

Gypsum, chalk, and even lime, being out
of the reach of mtaty farmers, it may be wvell

Io notice seme of the artificial deodorizers which
form substitutes for the natural absorbents of

ammotniia.
One pound of green copperas, dissolved in one

gallon of wvater, and sprinkled with a vatering
pot over stables, cowsheds, &c., affords a deo-

dorizer of great power. Sulphuric acid is men-
tioned as nlot being so cheap as this so!ution,.
but nothting is said of the mode of using this acid..

From what has been said it will be obvious,.
lst. That the drainage of the farityard shoulds

be to its centre, so that none of the fluid oozing-
from -the manure, whether generated in it, or
descending on it from the spouts, or in rain,

should be sufIered to escape;
2ndly. That the dwelling liuse sewage be

conveyed in pipes to this comrmon receptacle of

every kind of fettilizing matter created by the
deposit of both antimal and vegetable substances;

3rdly. Th:tt -ypstim, lime, or chaik, or some
of the aitificial absorbents of ammonia, and con-

sequently preventives of bad smalls, be spi iiikled.

on dung heaps,and in te sleeping houses uf the

animals, for by such means alone can the escape
of the very essence of manures he prevented.,
It may now be added that when liquid manure is

seen to accumulate so as to form pools, it should

at once be drawn off, and conveyed to the land

as speedily as possible.
The practice of using liqpid manure is ad-

vancing r:pidly in lIngland. The following.
passage from a modern work, on busbandry
shows the light it whichthis plan is now viewed-
by authorities:

1'I have no doubt whatever but that fifty years
hence tearly all attificial mranures wili lie
applied in a liquid form, as I thinîk it vill be
found ithat, in poitt of economy of material,
cheapness of cotveyance, and the rapidtty vith,
whicti it will act the system of. usiug maiure in
liquid wil be found superior tu all other mdes."

It is obvious that manure, in' a fluid state,.
sitks at onice ino the ground, and, coiping in

contact with the roots ar.d their apongeola, is.at

once taken up by the plants-at once bec-mnes
their food ;. whereas masses of solid manure,.
even vien fully decayed, lie long on .the

surface, when not ploughed in, lose much
of'their value by evaporation, and niten are
snatteieJ about and wasted. I cannot conctide
this part of my subject without pointing out the
impoi tance ot attending to the question of time,
in relation to the retention of manure,.whethier,


