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the various exertions made on that accasion, in
directing general attention to the attempt, and by
calling the special attention of the Government
to the present necessities of the landed interest,
that Sir Robert Peel was induced, on the repeal
of the Corn Laws, to pass an Act for the Drain-
age, in a permanent and efficient manner, of
estates, with a grant of two millions sterling to
be applied, by way of lean, to_the purpose.—
Under this Act, as some recognition of services
in the cause, the writer was the first Assistant
Commissioner that was appeinted. This grant
was soon appropriated, and subsequently a fur-
ther grant of two millions was made, the whole
of which also has been taken up.  In the mean
time two public companies—¢‘The West of Eng-
Jand Drainage Co.,”” and «“The General Land-
Drainage and Improvement Co.,” were estab-
lished with snitable powers and capitals; and a
third Company, under influential aun-pices, is at
this moment in the course of formation. The
business of the two existing Companies has becn
very extensive and satislactory to all parties;
and in a subsequent No. we puipose, in the fur-
ther prosecution of our subject, to speak more at
length on their mode of conducting operations,
and the benefits which bave resulted, as perhaps
sagoesting matter worthy of consideration for
Canadian capital and enteprise.

(To be Continued )

B ra—
ON THE EDUCATION OF YOUTH.

To the Edilor of the Agrwullurist.

Dear Sir.—Doubtless muost of your readers will
agree with me when I assert, that the proper edu-
cation of the young and rising generation is a
matter of no small importance. It is to a great
extent true, that ¢ Just as the twig is bent the tee
is inclined, or in other words « Frain up a chuld
in the way that he should go, and when he 1s old
he will not depart from jt.> A proper education
ig of as great importance to farmers as to any
c¢l~ss in the community.  They aie often said 1o
be ¢the bone and sinew of the nation.” The
prosperity of every other class in the conntiy is
inlimately connecte’ with, and essentially de-
pends on, the prosperity of the farmer.  If the
farmer’s crons are geod aad prices iemunerating,
ail the other classes oi secie y paccake of the bene-
fit, and rejuice in ti:e consolation. I, on the
otner hand, the faimer’s prospects are gloomy, all
trades and professions lmguish.  If, therefore,
the prosperity of the couniry depends on the pros-
perity of the agriculturist, 1t must be a matier of
no small counsequence, that farmers® sons be
propetly trained for their voeation ; and not only
farmers’ sons, but their dauvghiers too, in order
that they may be, ¢ help-meets ? for their hus-
bands, should have an education calculated 1o fit
them for that imporiant station in society which,
in all probability, they will be called to oceupy.
1 commenced this article with a design to ofter a
few remarks, by your permission, through the
medinm of the Agriculturist, ou the education ot
farmers’ daughters.  In writing a few Hues on the
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proper training of this class of persons, let it be
distinetiy nuderstood, that my observations wili
be confined, almost exclusively, 10 such educa-
tion as is caleulated 1o promete the happiuess of
fatmers? lives, and the usefulness and comfori of
farmers’ wives. Abwut that kind of education
which is thunght to be suitable to the fashionables
of towns and ciiies, I do not intend 10 write. The
wiiter, iniutroducing himself to the acquaintause
of your readers, would just state that s head 13
gray with age, and his hands hardened and cal-
unsed by the vee of the axe, spade, flaii, scythe,
grain ciadle, hoe, and plongh-handles ;—tha he
speat his youth in England, his manhood’s prime
in the United States of America, and is now
bringing his years to aclose in Western Canada:
that he claims to be a hule acquainted with the
educational iustitntions of each of the abeve
countries, ana knows as much, perhaps, as a
county farmer may be expected 1o know, how
far those institutions are adapted to make good
farmers and gond mechanics, good hosbands and
goud wives, good Christians and goed citizens.
I am now speaking of their common-schools ;—
with their higher educational establishments I am
not familiar.  Again, in treating on lemale edu-
cation, I do not preiend tv be able to write ou the
subject in a scholas-hke, eluborate and eiitical
manuer. I can hope only to make a few com-
mon-sense remaiks, such as might reasonably be
expected of a homely coumry farmer, who has
dedicated most of bis days to the labors of the
field.

I have now finished taking three volumes of
the Agricul/turist, and I do not reccllect seeing
more than u tew short extracts on female educa-
tion, and those extracts appear 10 me not 1o be
suited eaacily to the wives ol daungntess of fu-
mers. A certain writer, whose communication
is dated * Toronto, 23rd of March, 1848, and
who signs himsell ¢ H.??> gives—in the Agricul-
turist for that year, page 68—an outtine of what
he conceives female education shouid be, and as
the greater part of our present subscribeis may
nut b in possession of that volume, I shall nau-
scribe su much of the article as is sunable to my
purpose.

« T would,” says he, ¢ give the pupil a thorough
kuowledge of the common English branchesas
the foundation of all sviid learning.  These are
subjects in every-day life and must be Jearned.
After the-g, or al the same Ume with them, the

upil euglt to study general history, giving the
outlines of the rise, pogress and decay of the
various nations, from the earliest antiquity, with
the disunguished personages who have flounshed
in each, followed by the lustory of parucular
nations, and the history of the Jewish and Chris-
tian Churches. Bacon has remarked, that ¢ his-
tories make men wise.”  How many lessons of
wisdom may be drawn from the histmy of the
past?  From the constant examples of the grea,
the wise, aud the good, kept betore the papil, he
is led somelimes, it may be uiconscionsly, to
emulare them. By furnishing entertaining, reading
the mind ss also guarded agast that most fuscuial-
ing and pemiciovs of 31 kinds of reading, Noved
reading. Next may be intteducel the natural



