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is at this season of the year that the great
i:y of birds may be most easily determined;
4en this point a very ahght degree of obser-
ian must lead conviction to the mind of any
tonal being. Insects are maling sad havoc
"-Our orchards and gardens ut the presont mo-
at, and to then, in addition to the effects of
r>:Rahundant blossoms, noticed in our last, is
de attributed the damage doing at this tinie,

e have not to complain of late spring frosts
useason. Our contemporaries are one and
giving very dismal accounts of the fruit

,epects in every part of the kingdom. The
*ae deemed it necessary to join in the uni-

i cry in favour of the birds, and even
-reh has came ont in his own peculiar mai-
nwitn a well timed and forcible broadside.
BLýds when encouraged not only kecp in bceek
insect enemies, but they greatly reduce the

mber of our noxious field and gardon wPeds
feiing upon the seeds after the insect season
-passed.
ihefollowing birds are insectivoreus-that is,
iinf insects alone, and abstaining from fruits
Iseeds:-The golden-crested wren (Regulus
--atus), woodlwren (Sylvia sibilatrix), the
1w wren or hay bird (S.fltis), the chiff-chaff
Uoquux), the nilghtingale (S. Luscinia), the
in-chat (Saxicola rubetra), the stone-chat
.rubicola), the wheat-ear (S. Rnanthe), the
loi wa-tail (Motacillafava], the tree-pipet

titlark (anzthus arboreus), the meadow-pippet
pratensis), the ouckoo, fly-catcher, the

4Aer or lesser butcher-bird, the night jar, the
gebird, the wryneck, the crceper, the bottle-
,and to these several others miglit be added.
The following are insect-eaters, but'also eat
t and seeds:-Hedge sparrow, common wreii,

tbreaat, red-stark, tonm-tit, cole-tit, marsh-tit,
eter-tit. The number of seeds of weeds
t these devour are immense.
The following are fruit-eaters, and also feed
masects :-Blaelc cap, gardeni warbler, white
-vat, babillard, missel-thrush, song-thrush,Aibird, and starling.
The following are grain-eaters, some of which,
e the honse-sparrow, eat mnsects largely
.d4iench yellow-hammer, reed-bunting, corn-

ting, skylark, woodlark, linnet, chaffinch,
il'ueh, mountain-finch, bonse-sparrow, and
esparro.--Scottisat Farmer.

The Birch-Its Varieties and Uses.
à correspondent of the Cultivator thus writes
the birch: "There are seven speciesdescribed
the botanists of New Englaud.
"The White birch, sometimes called the gray
d, is a well known tree, and cannot be mis.
ae for any other tree of the celebrated birch
-il. It is about a thiid tree in rank, grow-

'from 20 to 30 feet in height, and sometimes
ixhigiher. It has been denòminatèd the com-

panion of the piteh pine, which together usually
indicates a liglit soil. Coleridge calls it the
"lady of the woods." It grows rapidly in alt
soils. It makes good stove wood. One man
said of it, " white birch is the most valuable
fuel I have, for I eau make a good fire of it,
and have all the wood left.' lu good land a
crop of birch wood may be takon off once in ton
years. It ripons seed in September and Octo-
ber. The bark was formerly used by fishermen
along our brooks for a torcli-liglht. The seed
should be sown in the fall if it ail, and covered
lightly.

The paper or Canoe birch is indigenious to
deep soils as well as American, and is natural to
river banlks and intervales. It is a beautiful and
most attractive treo. The snooth white bark
of the trunk may be separated into delicate hori-
zontal layers, which may be written on by pen-
cil or pen and ink. It grows 40-to 70 feet in
height, and varies from one foot to three feet in
diameter. The bark was used in olden times in
New England, as by the Indians, for making
canoes. Michaux enumerates a great many
uses to which it has been put in Canada and
Maine. The wood takes a fine polish, and is
thorefore used for hat blocks and cabinet work,
and for making shoe-pegs. The bark was for-
merly used Leneath shingles, as I have seen in
stripping roofs many years ago. It is almost
imperishable.

The Black, Sweet, or Cherry birch is easily
distinguished from either of the preceeding
species, from the dark color of its bark, which
gives it the most common name of Black birch.
The resemblance of its bark and leaves to the
cherry has led some to call it the Cherry bh-ch,
and the pleasant sweet taste of the inner bark
has led others to call it the Sweet birch. It
grows from 30 to 70 feet high, and is from one
foot to two feet, and more, in diameter. It is
common in deep soils, and flourishes best in
mountainous regions. The vood is easily
wrought, and is used in arts. It is a delicate
rose color, whieh deepens from exposure. It is
used by some for ox-yokes. It makes good feul;
and its bark is used in coloring voollen drab,
resembling or bordering on a wine color.

Yellow bireh is a lofty tree, growing from 40
to 80 feet in height. It is common in moist
woods and swamps. The wood is used for vari.
ous purposes, especi2lly in chair work, such as
poats and bars. It is a valuable fuel.

The Red birch, in aspect, differs from the
others. It is found bending over streams, with
its roots in the water. It grows with the red
maple and the swamp oak. The bark lacks the
tenacity of the White and the Canoe birch. On
old trees the bark is a dark grey, and very rough.
Within, it is of ocre--ed. The wood is white and
bard. For fuel it is nearly equal to hickory.
It is of rapid growth. Yokes aie made of it;
they are likely to crack unless seasoned in og
under cover or in water. It is easily propagited


