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liis ot this season of the year thal the great
Ty of birds may be most easily deteriined ;
“fon this point a very shight degree of obser-
+m must lead conviction to the mind of auny
-imal being.  Insects are making sad havoe
grorchards and gardens at the preseat mo-
zty and to them, in addition to the effects of
cpmbundant blossoms, noticed in our last, is
-keatiributed the damage doing at this time,
*sve have not to complain of late spring frosts
“%sseason.  Our contemporaries are one and
Tgring very dismal accounts of the fruit
spects in every part of the kingdom. The
“nes deemed it necessary to join in the uni-
=i ery in favour of the birds, and even
“1ch has come out in his own peculjar man-
witn & well timed and forcible broadside,
Birés when encouraged uot only keep in cheek
~insect enemies, but they greatly rednce the
‘nher of our noxious field and garden weeds
{ﬁ“ii"‘o('i upou the seeds after the insect season
= passed,

Thefollowing birds are insectivoreus—that is,

Ing insects alone, and abstaining from fruits
1sceds:—The golden-crested wren (Regulus
“fatus), wood §wren (Sylvia sibilatriz), the
low wren or hay bird (S, filtis), the chiff-chaff
L bquuz), the nightingale (S. Luscinia), the
inchat (Saxicola rubetra), the stone-chat
".rubicola), the wheat-ear (S. @&nanthe), the
Tow wag-tail (Motacillaflava), the tree-pipet
tilack (anthus arboreus), the meadow-pippet
. pratensis), the cuckoo, fly-catcher, the
sher or lesser butcher-bird, the night jav, the
wyebird, the wrynecek, the creeper, the bottle-
.ud to these several others might be added.
Tbe following are insect-eaters, bui’also ecat
«tand seeds:—Hedge sparrow, common wren,
Ureast, red-stark, tom-tit, cole-tit, marshtit,
<ertit, The number of seeds of weeds
+these devour are immense.

Tbe following are fruit-eaters, and also feed
msects :—Black eap, garden warbler, white
W, babillard, missel-thrush, song-thrush,
-tshied, and starling.

Tke following are grain-eaters, some of which,
#the honse-sparrow, eat mseects largely :—
ddfinch yellow-hammer, reed-bunting, corn-
ting, skylark, woodlark, linnet, chaffinch,
Mfach, mountainfinch, house-sparrow, and
wsparrow.—Scottisn Farmer.

The Birch—Its Varieties and Uses,

dcorrespondent of the Cultivator thus writes
kebirch: “There are seven species described
the botanists of New England.

“The White birch, sometimes called the gray
f}" isa well known tree, and cannot be mis-
‘o for any other tree of the celebrated birch
dy. Itis about a third tree in rank, grow-
shrom 20 to 30 feet in height, and sometimes
#bigher. It has been denominated the com-

panion of the pitch pine, which together usualty
indicates a light soil. ~Coleridge calls it the
tlady of the woods” It grows rapidiy inall
soils, It makes good stove wood. One man
said of it, ‘white birch is the most valuable
fuel I have, for T can make a good firc of it,
and bave all the wood left.”” In goodland a
crop of birch wood may be taken off once in ten
years. It ripens seed in September and Octo-
ber. The bhark was formerly used by fishermen
along our brooks for a torch-light. The sced
should be sown in the fallif it all, and covered
lightly. "

The paper or Canoe birch is indigenious to
deep soiis a3 well as American, and is natural to
river banks and intervales. It is a beautiful and
most attractive tree. The smooth white bark
of the trunk may be separated into delicate hori-
zontal layers, which may be written on by pen-
cil or pen and ink. It grows 4040 70 fect in
heizght, and varies from one foot.to three feetin
diameter. The bark was used in olden times in
New England, as by the Indians, for making
canoes. Michaux enumerates a great many
uses to which it has been put in Canada and
Maiue. The wood takes a fine polish, and is
therefore used for hat blocks and cabinet work,
and for making shoe-pegs. The bark was for-
merly used Leneath shingles, as I have seen in
stripping roofs many years ago. Itis almost
imperishable.

The Black, Sweet, or Cherry birch is easily
distinguished from either of the preceedinﬁ
species, from the dark color of its bark, whic
gives it the most common name of Black birch.
The resemblance of its bark and leaves to the
cherry has led some to call it the Cherry birch,
and the pleasant swect taste of the inner bark
has led others to call it the Sweet birch. It
grows from 30 to 70 feet high, and is from one
foot to two feet, and more, in diameter. Itis
common in deep soils, and flourishes best in
mountainous regions. The wood is easily
wrought, and is used in arts. It is a delicate
rose color, which deepens from exposure, It is
used by some for ox-yokes. It makes good feul;
and its bark is used in coloring woollen drab,
resembling or bordering on & wine color.

Yellow birch is a lofty tree, growing from 40
to 80 feet in height. 1t is common in moiss
woods and swamps. The wood is used for vari-
ous purposes, especially in chair work, such as
posts and bars. It is a valuable fuel,

The Red birch, in aspect, differs from the
others. 1t is found bending over streams, with
its roots in the water, It grows with the red
maple and the swamp oak. The bark lacks the
tenacity of the White and the Canoe birch. On
old treesthe bark is a dark grey, and very rough.
Within, it i8 of ocrered. The wood i§ white and
hard. For fuel it is nearly equal to hickory.
It is of rapid growth. Yokes aie made of it;
they are likely to crack unless seasoned in lo,

under cover orin waver, Tt is easily propagal



