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been ascertained satisfactorily what can be donc
in our town for the promotion of a taste for
horticulture; and we anticipate next year. an
augmented subscription list, greater competition,
and even more attractive shows."

Hardy Bulbs.

The time has neariy arrived for planting
hardy bulbcs,as Tuliis, Hyacinths, Narcissus, Cro-
cus, &c. October is the best month for plant-
ing then, but any tine beflore the ground is
frozen will answer, although it is preferabie to
have thein in the ground a few weeks before ex-
treme cold weather sets in, so that they miay
have a littie start whiclh will make them flower
earlier and stronger in the spring. They may
be planted cither in beds by themsclves or in
groups in the borders. If the grounds are
extensive and the iuniber of bulbs large, a bed
in the shape uf a parallelogram four feet in
width and of any length willle found the most
convenient perhaps. An oval bed, where the
number of Wulbs is not great, will be found as
good a shape as any other. The bulbs shoulil
be planted with great regularity, the use of a
line in plaiing bemng quite necessary. A tulip
bed where the bulbs ha e been planted without
any regard to this rule, bas a carcless and slov-
enly appearance, quite unpleasing to the eye.

The soi1 for bulbs should be a good loam,
rather light, and enriched with a little old, well
rotted.maiure, cow manure being preferable.-
The soil should be fifteen inches deep and tior-
oughly prepared by diggiig and pulverizing with
care. In planticcg, a landful ofsharp sand should
be put im each hole before the bulb is placed in
it. Hyacimths and tulhps should be planted
about thrce inches from the top of the bulb to
the surface of the ground, and aboutsix to eiglt
luches froin each other. A little protection by
means of htter, is of service ia very severe
winters, but must be removed early ma the spriag.
Small bulbs, such as Snowdrops, Crocuses, &c.,
may be planted as a border to the tulip bed, or
will form very pretty sniall beds by thenselves.
Plant them about an imeh and a half deep. It
is well to cover them slightly during the winter'
as altl.ouîghî they are perfectly hardy, yet when
the ground is bare i the spring, the frost is apt
to throw them out wlen unprotected.

It is usual to talke up the bulbs of Tulips and
Hyacintlis every year after they have donc
blooming, as they do better than if allowed Io
remain ma the ground, but it is not absolutely
necessary. A very good bloom may be obtaimed
for two or three years without removal, but as
the foliage of.the spring bulb soon decays after
the flowerin is over, the bed will be bare dur-
ing the greater part of the summer. For this
reason it is weil to have a provision of bedding
plants or asters to set between the bulbous plants
in May or June, which will keep the bed covered
and beautiful after the bulbs have been removed.
-- Country Gentleman.

Soldiers' Gardens,

The Emperor of the French, ever inn,
the comforts of his fine army, has not le
want escape his watchful attention. By a
graph which appeared in a late number it
have been seen that his Imperial Majest,
established a soldiers' gardons ail roua'
camp at Chalons, and that the experiment,
heen attended with the most complote sue
Plots have been marked off for the sol
gardens, tools and seeds have been pror
and a market has been set up in the coar
riat, where the products are all purchased
the martial gardeners. We arc told, fer
that the men have ail taken to these norel
sui.q with the grcatest deliglit, and that, u
the numerous busy bands, the dusty plai
Chalons is likely soon to be transferred inté
vast kitchen garden. Wc do notsee wlyasr
experiment should not be tried at Aldersha
It is truc that the soil there is not of the
fertile description ; but human skill and pat
would do a great deal to warm it into frit
ness. The Chinese do wonders in prodt
fertility ia the desert; and ia Malta gc
orange-rroves have been raised by mear
artificia soi. on the barren rock. The tvi
thousand pairs of sturdy hands at Aldere
would soon turn up and render friable the
born clay, and therc is manure enough at'
to raise anything. Thcre is nothing the
Englishman likes so well as a garden-no
in which he takes so much pride or wor
at with so much pleasure i and if, as in the
of Chalons, he were furnished with the
tional incentive of a market, there is no c
but that the soldier would take to it with à
which would banish ail dread of his great et
ennui, whilst it would keep him out of dek
and health-de.stroying amusements. Gar
would furnish to our soldiers healthful oet
tion for their leisure time: they would bu
ize and civilize their tastes; they would et
them to make some slight addition to
scanty pay: and they would aid the hyg
arrangements of the camp by furnishing ac
and constant supply of fresh vegetables.
if ftle latter should cost a little more tban'
could be purchased for in the market,
money would be well laid out, and tbereý
be this advance, that, being grown on the
they would be always on hand, fresh, andr
for use. Turning from the useful to the
mental, abundance of flowers might be eul,
cd ; and we se no reason wby an occs
flower show should not enliven the mootoW
the camp. We sec by the daily paperstha
bas already beeni attempted, and with a ver,
amounat of success, in a much more UnI
locality. A paris clergyman bas got u,
exhibition this year in dismal, dirty, muri
Giles's, and the visitors have bèen agret
surprised by th'3 pietty specimens whiel
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