OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

which cover his ground with a barrenzaund.
1 know that prophets of future evil have at
all iimes been derided by their own gene-
ration, but if history and natural law can
furnish .any ground whatever fora just con-
clusion, then there i3 none which stands
upon & firmer basis than this: That if the
British people:do not take the pains to se-
care the nataral conditions of the perma-
nent fertility of their land, if they allow
these conditions as hitherto to be squan-
dered, their fields will at no distant day
cease to yield their returns of corn and
meat. Every man may picture to hiraself
the stste of things which will then gredu-
elly arise; but it does not belong to the
province of natural 'science to decide the
quesiion whether the might and strength
aed independence of the nation. can he
maintained when this state of things shall
have arisen.
Believe me, dear Sir,
Very truly ard respectfuly yours,

JUSTUS VON LIEBIG.
To J. J. Meca1, Esq., London.

THE EARLY ENGIISH AGRICULTU-
RAL WRITERS.

(Continued from page 32.)

The lawgivers of the iron days of Cressy
and Poiticrs, had evidently an interest in
other viands beyong mere beef and mutton,
for in the sct of 1363-(37 of Edward 1.,
the statote of Westminster, made Ly the
king, lords, and commons), we find that
¢ for the great dearth that is in many
places of the rcalme of poultrie, it is or-
dained that the price of a young capon
ehall not pass three pence, aud of gn old
capon fourpeace, of a gmllst oue pewlly, of
a goose four, ence, and in places where the
En,ses ot such vittailes bee less, they shall

olde without heing enhanced by this ordi-

nance. Anc that in the townes and mar-

kets of upland, they shall be soulde at a

less prise according as may be agreed upon

between the seller and the buyer.”” This

\l»v(i;sze law was not .repealed urtil the yesr
4.

More than two centuries after this ab-
surd poultry statute, we find the parliament
imitating this necessarily abortive attempt
to yun counter to market prices, by an act
to regulate the price of butchers’ meat.—
In the year 1532, by the 24 Henry VIII.,
¢. 3, an act which was not repealed till
the year 1541, it was declared in ¢* an act
toncerning flesh to he sold by weight,”

’

-ghall, under &

\‘
71

that all beef, mutton, veal, and pork,
ghould be sold by ¢ haberdepois” weijght,
and moreover that no person should there-
after take * for any pound weight of flesh
of the carcasses of beefe or porke, above
the price of an balf-penuy, and of mutton
or veale above the price of one haifpenny
and half farthing,” and after endeavoring
to enforce these prices by a penalty of 3s
4d, it gravely rontinued: ¢ Provided
alwaies that the heads, ndcks, inwards,
purtenauces, le%f, nor feet, shall be; count-
ed no part of the caicasses aforesaid, but
such-to be sold for a tower price.

The parliament were not cortent with
fixing the price of calves’ meat; they
cven declared what & butcher should not
kill ; for instance, in 1529, we find in the
old statute books (the 21st Henry VIIL.,)
% An Act against the Killing of Calves’’
for three years, becanse, as the framers of
the Act gravely inform us, “ of late yeeres
now passed the breeders of such calves, of
their covetous minds, have used to sel
their calves young sucking to buichers,
weining, rearing, and bringing up few or
none, wzhereby the increase of old cattell
is marvellously minished ard decreased.”
A -penalty of 6 8dis then imposed npon
any one who should kill a calf during the
next three years.

As might be reasonahly expected, the
farmers evidently evaded -this act very cx-
tensively. Bat the Legislature was.not to
be turned aside from their grave resoives;
80 in 1532, by the Act of the 24th Henry
VIl ¢. vil., after explaining in its pre-
amble that the act of 1529 was intended to
provide “that calves once wained should
not be put to slanghter before they were
of convenient yeeres and.meete for beefe,”
but that since the Iast act divers bad per-
sons had continued ““to liil young beasts
called wainlings, steers, bullocks, and hei-
fares, of ome or i{wo years aid, or little
more,” it goes to. enact that no person
nalty of 68 8d, cause any
cattle to be killed unde: two yeirs old.

Then, again, the same parliament had
evidently discovered another mare’smest;
they deemed the increase in the price of
mutton to have -arisen from the flocks of
England having become too large; so, as
usual with them, they were prompt in at-
tempting the remedy of an Act of Parlia-
ment.

In 1533, therefore, the 25th Henry VIII,
c. 13, is un Aci entitled, ¢ Concerning the
number of sheep one should keep. r
describing. &t some length the several enor-

mitics that do ensue by the greedy desire’
of having many sheep—some persons then



