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that is to say, they have been seen to be .o real difficulties at all, but to have depend-
cd, as in the case of astronorny, on the erroneo .s principles of interpretation which
had been applied to Scripture. Siuch difliculties as remain will, in alt probability,
receive the same solution; and thui the progress of truth in one departient contri-
butes to its progress in another, for surely no uniniportant advantase is attained when
new light is cast on the canditions urder which the literal terrs of Scripture narrative
or parable are to be understood. It miy be well, however, in closing this lecture, to
say a few word- on the general result of geo'ogical s-jence as a whole, and the prevail-
ing impressions whicl it leaves upon the mind. And, firt, looking outward., as it
were, the first idea which it presents, almost wvith iverpowering force, is tine-illimi-
iable lapse of time. Years cease to mensure it; cycles of ages appear too samall a unit
witi which to measure i s duration. When n e thinmk of it we iay repeat with soame
nearer approach ta an understanîding of their meanirg, the words of David - "Il t!.y
sight a thousand years are as yesterdamy when it i- passed, and. as a watch in the
night." (Applatuse.) The next idea which is brought forcibly before our mind is this
-that, during that enormous lapse of time, a progressive series of events has been
directed to agdefinite and forseen resuit. Iere again Old and familiar words seen
to bear a new sense-to be deeper ar.d truer than we ever knew before-" The sea is
bis and he made it; and bis hands have rREPArED the dry land." What along prepara-
tion that has beeni Ilow many worlds succeeding worlds have been required to pro-
duce our existing earth, with its varity of surface and of climte-its stores of coal,
of lime and iron-the indispensable raterials of human industry and wealth 1 And
then, that wonderful history of animal life, in which ive sec it built up from low begin-
ings, through the dreadful dragons and mensters of the middle ages of geology to the
higher races which now minister to the wants of manl Of all this, no other word than
the word "lPrepare" gives the explanatior or the meanin.; for it must be always
remembered that vhat are called natural laws are not really explanatory. They define
the ruieq according to which certain effects are produced; but they do not explain to
us either the how or the why. Yet these are the ultimate questions which the human
mind is ever asking, and without an anstver to which nothing can be fully understood;
because it is in the answer of these questions thaL we can alone recogn se the creating
and directing will. Causes are not ieasons; but the rea;on of a thing is its only real
explanation to a reasoning mind ; there is nothing intelligible except intelligence.-
And now looking inwards at ourselves in the light of this science, the fir>t idea that
must strike us is that which is fir- by the m re force of contrast, the almost infinite
smallness of our own terni of life. 'Behold thou hast made our days as a band-
breadth, and our age as nothing before Thee.' But then cornes a contrast of another
kind-a contrast between our littleness in one aspect and our greatness in another.
Our desire to know, and our capacities of knowledge, how large and wide they are
as compared with our power o finding out! We can discover, and we have discovered
much-we seemn to see what passed f)r ages before we were born, or our race began.
But the deepest and highest truths which we long to know are inaccessible to our
researches. At moments we maay be begui!ed withl the hope that we are on the point
of seeing something of the myteries of creatioi ; but they recede as we advance. The
Creator eludes our search. What, then, is the.last and prevailing impression left up-
on our mind by this general review of the results of science? What but this, the
reasonableness of expecting that those truths which we have facubies impelling us to
seek, but no ftculties enabling us to discover, shoaud be given us by direct revelation.
Science lcads us to a point wire our interest is nost excited, and then she drops our
hand, intimating that she -.as reaclhed her goal, and if we would go farther it must be
under another guide. It is this that the Sciences becomes the vestibule of the Church,
and Knovledge the hanîdmiaid of Religion. The Duke concludcd bis lecture, which
cccupied fully one hour and a half in delivery aniidst the cheers of the audience.

Sir A. Alison, in the name of the directors of the Athenuni, presented bis Grace
with a life membership ticket, and adverted ta the eminent abilities and emnent pub-
lie services of the Dak of Argi le.

His Grace having repliec, The thanks of the meeting were forwally voted to the
Duke, and the audience dispersed.

TnE ADULTERATION oF CONFEcTIONEY.--The Lancet bas published two important
reports on the adulteration of sugar confectionery, a subject which bas excited much
interest in consequence of the recent poisonings at Bradford and the trial arising out


