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same name is given to false teachers,
by Paul, in Phil. iii. 2; and in Bev,
xxii. 15, it is applied to mon addicted
to vile sensunality.

Seripture Natural History. fm

() ememantsns

THE BEAR.

OrbER:—Carnivora.
¢ As if a man did flce from a lion,
And o bear mot him.”
Anos v, 19.

In the days of thy Kings of Israel, the
bear was much more common in Pules-
tine than at present. There are ssveral
kinds of this animal : but the one men-
tioned in Secripture is that called the
Syrian bear. It frequently preys on
animals, but for the mest part, feeds on
vegetables. The skin 18 sometimes of a
;ellowish brown, and sometimes a yel-
owish white, varied with yellow spots.
The bear has a long clumsy body cover-
ed with coarge bair;.and short, thick
lega: but what distinguishes it particu-
larly is its fest. It walks on the soles
of the feet, while most of the Mammalia
tread wpon the ground only with their
toes. When ifs anger is roused, it is &
dreadfal opponent,fromitsgreatstrength

and undaunted resolution.

The anger of bears, when robbed of
their young, gave rise to a proverbial
expression, which occurs in several places
in Scripture. Jehovah, i threatening
his rebellieus people, declaves : *¢ I will
meet them as a bear that is bereaved of
her whelps, and will rend the caul of
their heart.”” Ilosea xii. 8. Of David
and his numerous warriors it is said:
¢« They be chafed in their minds, as &
bear robbed of her whelps in the field.”
2 Saw. xvii. 8. In the vision of Daniel
—vit. 5,—the zecond beast which ap-
peared was like a bear, and represented
the empire of the Medes and Persians.

0
ONE GOOD DEED.’

OsE pound of gold may be drawn into &
wiro that would extend around the globe.—
So one good deed may be felt throngh all time,
and even cxtend its consequences into eter~
mity. Though done in the first flush of youth,
it may gild the last hours of 2 long life, and
form tho only bright spot in it.

IMPROPRIETIES OF SPEECH.
I

WE often hear porsons speak of ¢ an kzo,”
“ anunion,” ete. As properly might thoy shy
¢ anyear.” Whon uat the boginning of a word
has the sound of yoo, we must treat it a8 o
congonant, and use a instead of an before it.
So in the word one, the vowe] sound ig preced-
ed by the consonant sound of %, asif it were
aun ; and we might as properly say ¢ an won-
der,” assay “such an one.” Before words com-
mencing with & silent an must be used; as“an
hour,” an honest man,” ete. Befors words
commencing with % aspirated we use a; a3 a
hope,” “a high hill,” ¢a humble cot,” etc.
Do we aspirato the & in humb’e * Yes. Sosay
‘Wobster and the most mcdern autuorities,

11,

It is & common mistake to speak of & diza~
greeable effuvia.” The word is effuvium in the
singular, and ¢fluvia in the piural. A simi-
lar form should be obsorved with autom’ato,
arca’num, erra’tum, phenom’enon, allu’vium, and
several other words which are less frequently
used, and which ohangs the uwm or on into a,
to form the plural. Xn memorandum and en-
comium, usage has mado it allowable to form
the plurel in the oxdinary way, by the addi.
tion of s. We may say either memorcndums
or memoranda, encominms or enconua. A man,
who should bave known better, remarked, the
other day : ¢ I found but one errata in the
book.” Erratum, he shonld have said ; one
orratum, tWO Qr more errata.

1.

There is an awkwardness of speech preva-
lent emong all elesses of American sociely in
such sentences as the following: ¢ He quit-
ted his horse and got oz to a stage-coach ;
¢ Ho jumped from the counter on zo the floor ;°
¢« She laid it on to & dish ;” “I throw it on to
the fire.” Why use two prepositions where
one would be quite as explicit, and far more
elogont? Nobedy, in the present dey, wounld
think of saying, ¢ He came up to the city for to
g0 to the exhibition.”—because the prepesi-
tion jer weuld be an swkward superfluity 3 so
is"zo in the examples given. There are some
situations, howaver, in which the two preposi-
tions may with proptivty be cmployed, though
they are nover indispensable ; as, ¢“I sccom-
ponied such a one to Bridgeport, and then
walked on to Fairfield.” But here fwo mo-
tions are implied, the walking onward and the
reaching of b cortain point.

Iv.

There sesms to be a natural t{endency to
deal in redundence of prepositions. Many
people talk of ¢ continuning on.” I sheuld ho
glad to bo informed in what other direction
1t would bo possible to continwe. .



