
THE JOGUES PAPERS.

dren. This obliged the rest of the Indians to make peace,

which still continues. This occurred in 1643 and 1644.

Three Rivers in New France, f
AugutBd,164&

VI.

LETTER OF FATHER JOGUES TO A FRIEND.

Alas, ny dear Father, when shall I begin to love and

serve Him whose love for us had no beginning ? When

ahall I begin to give myself entirely to Him, who has given

Himself unreservedly to me ? Althou I am very miser-

able, and have so misused the graces ourLord has done me

in this country, I do not despair, as Re takes care to render

me better by giving me new occasions to die to self, and

unite myself inseparably to Him.
The Iroquois have come to make some presents to our

Governor to ransom some prisoners he held, and to treat

of peace with him in the name of the whole country. It

has been concluded, to the great joy of the French. It will

last. as long as pleases the Almighty.
To maintain it, and see what can be done for the in-

struction of these tribes, it is here deemed expedient to send

some Father. I have reason to think I shall be sent, hav-

ing some knowledge of the language and country. You see

what need I have of the powerful aid of prayers, being anidet

these savages. I will have to remain among them, almost

without liberty to pray, without Mass, without Sacraments,

and be responsible for every accident among the Iroquois,

French, Algonquins, and others. Bqt what do I say ? my

hope is in God, who needs not us to accomplish lis designs.

We must endeavor to be faithful to Him, and not spoil His

work by our shortcomings. I trust you will obtain me

this favor of our Lord, that, having led so wretched a life

till now, I may at last begin to serve Him better.

My heart tells me that if I have the happiness of being

employed in this mission, Ibo et non redibo; but I shall be

happy if our Lord will complete the sacrifice where He has

begun it, and make the little blood I have shed in that land

the earnest of what I would give from every vein of my body

and my heart.
In a word, this people is 'a bloody spouse to me,'-' l


