“THE LEAN MANY

: west. | empty wagon, and asked fora lift. The white

 CHAPTER L :
. “The Lean Man” entered ‘his lodge
, and saw his young squaw adorn-
ing her cheeks fwith vermilion, and braiding
her straight black hair in’ after the en-
lightened manner of the Paletaces ; when she
had made him a robe for his comfort at night
of the skins of over-200 rabbits; when. she
welcomed him at' the door ot his tent with
@ood things earned or stolen  from the white
men : no wonder that the young husband fels
that the pi
wiving ‘inedicine” to ward off evil times, and
o provide for hut modest wanw during the
‘winters, ; :
‘He didn’t say much about it however ; but,.
xelieved of a great anxiety after the risky per-
tration of early iage, settled down to s
life of honorable theft and genteel idleness,
Jedving “Turkey Legs” to manage his worldly
Mhmdm‘dllﬁbmcﬂ.'hiohu
1ady mever failed to produce in good
' *Phe Lean Man” used to spend much of his
time in sdminng his red blanket, for which
‘e had wisely traded something that did not
belong to him; and in weditating upon the
obtuseness of the “Shermogonish” in arrestitg
“the party of the second part” in that transac-
tion instead of himself. For that ingenuous
youth, “The-Man-Who-Bites-His-Nails,” had
been arrested on the information of the Indian
agent av “Big Child’s” reserve ; and was now in
“the guard room at the barracks, and Lik to be
‘tried for larceny. Our friend‘was a Sioux, and
‘wan after hn estapade” on She part of his tribe
that did not meet with the approval of the
United States authorities. This waa the
glorious victory of “Sitting Bull” over *‘The
Sun, Child,” Gea.  Custer, who, with some
‘hundreds of American soldiers, had been slain
in a coulee by only about 1400 Sioux. They
bhad then come to the land of the Great
Mother, where the white Okemow told them,

o their great srprise, that their conduct was

wicked and- disreputable; though, even after
the wusual largedse of tea and tobacto, they
still ined some ptici about the pe-
culiar views of the white men. Gradually
shis little-band i to .the Saskatehe-
wan; ?d, providing the Great Mother didn's
_bother about reserves and treaty—even
" with the loss of flour and :ehu emoluments—
}";."’.. shame ' that-they couldn’t get “treaty
mﬂ 1il tboan-hmthom being cor-
”&’3‘&& but they were better off

than when badgered and hunted in the south
of their natural proclivities for lifting
ering cattle on the prairie, sugh as

.

as they had

tried to do last year, they could at least have

the satisfaction of spoiling*individual Egyp-

tians, and so gaina but houest
livelihood in d t of game, 2

And so it was that our hero went out to

take the air one fine summer morning,
in trail on ‘the rivér bank

f of & crand in great peace
and dignity. For in truth it was a hot day,
and the sun burned C
He wore his hat, the abandoned top-
of ade Jesuit missionary, from which
he had cut the crown, and after cutting battle-
.mentsvut of the raw edge, adorned it ‘with’
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MOCCasing
to such & hot “mi':: was
delighted to feel that he looked his best, and
that his new “fire bag” showed to perfection.

He saw a white miin ‘cursing & téam jin one'of
the adjoining fi and %t thﬁ ‘u"Rm,
1or calmn

was abie tolook .with super ess upon

again.

been good to him in | bi

down on the dusty ;

“witha

s Chree brass bl Elis leggings

- by hg‘“‘d” g . ¥ g d oo s

Sogether d-nuﬁdr-'i‘m' nmh'l;mh%
‘ex himself

Egg,” was returning
after & lost cayuse,

out a surly refusal, which a0

X ut.l?lallnlh elim dp into
e DT

traditions hiﬂnﬂ refusing utdiﬁhtt‘
: o Pipoci b-_'a,nlov. Areadly” fo. the
S passe Ly )
R i Y whin bind
 Would: t ” became very augry, an
inted
to

.hil “ghooting stick at_the enemy.
Em yremember that the old’ flintlock
gun nld y .“her;o‘l:iiug; and proceeded

- have sstisfaction. with a threat. He told
» white man that he wouldn’s troubls to kill
l'rig?ﬁﬂ?%c?undh are to!lii.l'l‘ all
whites in a few days anyhow, vil
ivered himself of this very sifly mu‘k,-ﬁ
i iving that he was now close to the tents,
go’ jﬁmm out of the wagon and walked home.
But the settler went about with' information
*op the very best authority ” that thers was
to be a general massacre of the ‘whole settle-
ment, and so.much alarmed were theneigh
that a d%ution was sent to beg for a detach-

ey i ol i ploond
y it was p among
the aspens by -Y-h. in‘-‘lholund,' shadowy
hollow in the plain. - The wide tolling prairie
‘whose yellow grass, s with “flowers,
melted ‘towards the greys sud softest azures
that lay agauut the sky; the beantiful still
waters . whers the young ducks swam? the
delicate shimmering popiars; the' smoke
shaded  lodges, “and Yoniu grazing in the
meadow—this was the lovely scene where' the
Red Men dwelt, the happy abundant plain
that thie Good Spirit had given them. ... -
In due course :there came to the ment
asergeant and four tables of the ¥ od
Police, bringing with them a tent ortwoin
the wagon, aud a general impression that they
had come to stay, The people hadjseldom
bhad rthe  soldiers among em, . and
re was some 1dea among the women
that - they . were. queer. - anumals Twith red
coats * and bad' habits. The  *Riders
of the Plains,” however, used, even as recent-
1y as that, to travel like baudits, often indeed
being mistaken. for . horse-thieves; and. soon
won the hedrts of the ‘Wwives’ by their
liberal purchase of milk; -egrs awd: N&r, by
their quiet good humor and tendency towards
a chat. -To any one tired of the prosaic life of
the cities ot the East the very sight of these
ilen ' would: Have. been refrdshment, pictur:
esque, liberal, unconvegtional, often hig
educated, thé Shermogonish have o favor.of
the old tiresome life of the umbrella and the
table-cloth, and I wish no man a better medi.
cine'than their company. Of course an early
and rigorous. examination was made.into the
causes that had given rise to such uneasiness
among the peo Sergeant Moamouth had
"a'chat-wi "lpour Sky,” whose -people were
found busy : skinning rabbits; but there was
some delay in producing the setuler who had
faised the alarin, he having gone fo Fort ala
Corne, from whence he could not be expect
for n:isy_or two. In the meantime nothing
could be done, and there was no pressing ne-
cessity for action because everything was

uiet.. -
Upon the third day some of the police were
-itgi::ni‘- the little general store having a com-
fortable grow! for want of something better to
do. Steen having lit a very bad cigar, sat
down on a barrel, and with his broad slouch
hat jammed down on the back of his head,
‘ppened a discussion.
“Oh! iv’s all right,” he said in reply to &
neral observation & the part of the store-
per concetning the state of the country.
“It’'s, all right, if it wamt for th

‘ itchies’=who are/no use:

thole -* shabang’..with theix.don-
founded monkag business, 'sif thar wasn’t
enough drills and fatigues to keep the whole
| darned outfit on the keen jump without their
fooling around the country stealing horses,
and killing cattle, and raising rackets from
ono‘i_::': end to ther, and now there’s
thab fool Gqu robbing the mails, and
he’ll_give enough trouble by the time he’s
‘hanged to kesp half the troop busy hunting
him. I—" He wqilbmm‘-g! Sergt.
Monmouth: *‘ Loek here, I'll bet anyone a
month’s pay that therell be a mounted escort
or “every mail in the country within this

month—you jest see 1f there ain’t !” .
Constable Mercier took up the growl at this
int, and mude out a very bad case against
a nadian Govarmra_ent “for running -a

poor

of a buck policeman ’sif he was a

d | 1t looking out upon the world. The sadness

i‘u:l:r; s s “’%{‘;‘&‘%

bors tnmht::n. but was ‘;ve:l times re) -
am @ men’ on the” n' the
O ks wab pohdded - e Gobd

@i hood of Long
ymol'“n lNm::.v.xﬁmmk I:P::
hly | Mountain,

ted | ered in, the winter began to send forth scouts

-i;ti:g .l'ch :hoh‘liuh table bcyond.‘md
what might ~be. seen .shrough: e 3
hole in the ‘wall,” were now dxoh::p-
ed for the glorious horizon, with

the sweet sounds M%  'of . ;

od the te 5
el by
consolation, and he would sit for hours before

of hin spirit seemed to vg(i’xh the atmosphere,
for the air was dense for 'days ‘with the smoke
ot prairie ﬁu:‘ and once at night he saw the

hope that these ocome down to

'

him. a4 .

“The Lean Man” ‘was examined by the
offic er in command, but he was found so sullen
and intractable that no evidence of his inno-
cenge. could ne at: 80 he_ was commisted
for trial. One thing he said to the inter-
preter was beyond-that gentleman’s powers of

Spirit gave me the prairie for. a ; trees

to sh ‘*'na——'m ,you gmmi?ﬂbnn

give me cald boards.” . And .afterwards he

Monmouth, *‘¥ou are-going

ey «mtv ou; be
Fy " wajting to

g?o.‘:’ He thought of the past—when he had

gone through the nm:u of the Sun Dance,

to comé forth from “the ' ordeal & warrior; he

thought of all the excitement of the war, how

Pa had seen thph red

eap up aghinst the ni

tought  in- the - rifle. 4

Gabriel Dumont; he thought of

tled down upon bith; and ‘he ' over
what the Interprcter had said to him: “You
wi%vbo tried n'eil“mo_‘nlb;;. : qd
eeks.passed putside sheGuard House;

Qhange st as uaal” the. winés of /Time,

he Mission_people ever simce the war
been as prompt in the matter of alarms as &
fire brigade; and’ the Oarrot River *scite,”

This was by no_mesns nutigated,

parture of the p for the sonth forced

marches, to meet a great dix&it«.ry n the

e; by -
oA

The band of *“Four Sky” returned from Car-
rot Rjver  bringing” the ' ‘bereaved” “Turke;
Legs,” who would sit for hours on'the
outside the Guard

dians, had cansed a general fmliu%»: .luz-

by her silent mﬁﬂhy. i
In due course the great dignitary returned
hth?ﬂ-.ndpbq' p.came home s
to the infinite regret of the fittle garrison, who
by no mieans yearned - for'dmil and- discipline,
The summer-was ended, the harvest was gath-

to feel the way, and thé full ripe year was
waning to .its.close. -And still **The Liean
Man” kuelt at the loop-hole, or made his little
daily excuses ‘for access to the freg air of

dering what would be done im after the
trial, and feeling in his numbed . sensibilities
oqli.tbcbon'o terror—Disgrace. And he said
within his heart,.and whispered 1% to himself,
aud heard the winds whistle' the words at
night: “I will not be tried!”--

: hree days.after ha arrived at this deter-
minstion some of the men were spending &
spare hour in the oM. eng
in “bed fatigue,” and between the whiffs of &
qaiet smoke carrying on a desul conversa-
tion. Burk, who'was on guard that day, a
tall, hmdlqmqhgood-nnw-d Englishman sat
on the edge of his bed fumbling in a kit-bag
underneath for some ,wbhcoo,znnng permis
sion to'leave the Guatd House for & few min

utes. °
N T b oy s sy 11
itchie been up to any of his games
Burk: “I should just think he was! hy,
I was just taking him over.to tlis kitchen for
'the giard dinner at noon, when He made a
break and got clean away past the Hospital.”
Se t Monmouth said: “Well, I  hope
you shot the—"
“Oh, it was no use shooting him; I just hcl-
Lgred” out to she others and skinned after
mn.

happy married life before the dark cloud set:
j brooded s

added to contempurary fictions: about: the In- |

House waiting :fora ‘uuf o
glimpse of her lord; and qom§ortud him mueh 1

heaven. He lay through the long nights won- I
to

L-a-mz.m..a k into  the heavy | the Taie was._being i

! 'h.'."' ] d‘ "’i'"é)a,,ﬁ@‘ﬂhl’l datd h oF uffoc e Rt {
prison, the iron bars of “the , the soldier ried him on the bank of the river,
one of the soldiers made two laths into a )

eross during an idle moment and-set. it over

Saskatchewan. ° H.
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the irritable and too talkative whites. Bigwer or sathin’ worse,” Oh shut up, Tribulation,” said Burk; *“Well H : H
But as he strode leisurely down the trail and ere Le Soeur broke in: * There was—wot | I caught up close to (’.I:-hading,Sclu;ol and Pan GTOVQ Dm. PRACTICAL
was nearing the Hudson Bay Wn{fa&, you  say—Genéral; Ordaire? Yes, Genaral | nabbed him, And then I ran him off to the - . 7 oo g : ,
:“e ':5;::“&:‘"'1‘;: b'.!ﬁ';dtb. gt;e:t l‘:;f:: Ordaire, jﬁ" befor’ hwe oomaawly—er ” d kl';chgitlhllltﬂlﬂl M‘f .h Uld. of the big tes J‘. G.'-'l NN, PROPRIETOR. T. UNE AWMD BAOG
» ~ s Sergt. onmouth: *O, give us a rest, | pot withoutany more ng. . - i

spoon of -the_pale-faces,” ~ he_ ;soliloguised, | mitohie”—goaway back to your reserve, man " |~ “And did he buck ¥’ CrrY DEPOT - 12 AGNMS-ST. TORONTO ]nx‘%ns

here comes the Shermogonish,” and he went | At this moment Constable Anstaye burst | “Isay buck ! No, youbes he was as quiet 182 Queen-St. West, Toronto.
and bid himself. When The Lean Man had |into the store with & joke that could not be | as—as—er—dssth.  That's the third bolt hie's " §
effaced himself he continued to waze at the | kept back a minute, but in a sad dilemma that made to-day; be must have a pretty badcon- Every desoription “lmw Teunke al-
approaching horsemen from & sécluded corner. ['he had not brehth to tell it. ‘The substance of | science.” e g
And P"'“““{ there came up the trail a gallant | by tale was i the coWrse of a few | Indeed, “The Lean Man” had made several
troop” of ] Police, - their ao- | minutes, and' was to the effect that he had | attempts, to.escape, but his escorts”had each
coutrements  and . searlet tunmics, ~their | been in one of the tepees talking to a |tie seized him, and taken no_extra precau-
white  helmets; and mfles across the|squaw - when 8  “nitchie” came in, | tions other than to show him the butt of a re- |4,
saddle, resplendent in the sunlight. |and, when he saw him, looked /as volver or met forth soute counsél.” That eveh-
First came videttes, then twenty mounted | plack as thunder and went out. Present- |ing, however, befdre hé was sent with an es-
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men, followed, | ; ing transpott. |ly- he heard racket outside, . and ['cortfor the supper be was shackled with - e :
Tz’m & with provisions and bed- fzundcbhc‘.?;ne In:ihm :::::;uoifnllv theashing | “‘ball and chain,” an_instrument intended t:) (— | 0 0 C_:_"_:’J s S ﬁ‘ON 0 )

di each three men; and at the trot lb:y; but, was interrupted by “Four' Sky” | restrain’ the most  volatile of captives shold | ———= ==
~sent clouds of dust to leeward. Then came Snother, wh Cagged him off and looked | he become 100 ‘retiring. ' It must not be FOR-BOYS' WEAR.

the l:i:rgg:gd of ::‘:lmud:::: ‘jﬂd ‘hcdwt?:. about as cheerful as a blizzard on & eolg dng‘. {mu;inq«;l t.'l‘nt the prisoner was u'ea:dd hu:- \' 5t %

« SRS st Yo R major and the| ©But which ‘tepee’ were yon in—and what | Iy, for if there is one virtue posses e We offer Laced Boots of :

: vode beside them, It -was a stirring | were you up to ?"pee 4 ‘vor soldiery “of ' the prairies, l‘: is thtn’x‘- in. eﬂh;:‘i,:. bgnan“ml:n hﬁtg{. BRING ou.k ?&nlu EARLY

i s itted et. me! er u

. their di

ight to see these splendid horses, the hardy
sgnsitive bronchos of Albert, with their sun-
btirnt young riders; and*all the eclat of mili-

usage,-and all the power of good rule over

the t land-oceans of the far west. ;
_'The Indisn folowed the party with wistful
es; these proud careless masters of the
ns—these robbers of his people’s heritage,
who had driven away the buffalo, and sent
disease among the tribes, to slowly blight hs

kindred until ghey wereall dead.

‘ And they weut on through the Mission, and
ong on the rollng .Jaumo' d, to patrol
the country that had last year the seat of
war—when the 1 dering peopl
made one Jast useless stand against the tide
that was overwhelming them. ~ Their-leader,
Louis Riel, who had seemed their only friend,
had turned out bu a self-sesking advedturer,
and a traitor to them; and now he was dead
snd the whites were more powerful than ever.

But “The Lean ” was not a politician
or a sociologist, but only a poor Sioux who,
not knowing the meaning of events, was mod-
erateiy happy. He went to the barracks, where
he knew that the troop, having broken up camp
must have left many treasures, in the sha;
brass buttons, scarlet cloth and old boot-legs,
among the refuse. But by the time be ar-
rived at the barracksfthe camp had been
cleared by a fatigue party, and he had to re-
sort to the ash heaj He was not challenged,
save by a half-kindly, half-disdainful, ‘A wuss
nitchie—get away out of this,” from the cook;
and in the evening he returned homewards
laden with spoil. Now 1t happened that Const.
Anstaye, being on pass that evening, was pro-
ceeding up town to see her, when he remem-
bered that his washing was not contracted for.
He therefore turned into a tepee by the way-

side and sat down. He knew four words of | gak:

the laueguage, and pronounced two of these
wrong; but. bad  little dificulty . in making
himself understood, and p tly left the
tent. So The Lean Man saw from the dis-
tance a Koung soldier coming out-of - his tent,
snd with his boots flashing in the sunlight
and his forage cap balanced on the mditioqui
three hairs, and his white gauntles and
switch and other finery, prooceed gaily towards
the Mission. Then The Lean Man’s heart was
filled with bad ! When he came to the tent he
disregarded the vacuous broad smiles of wel-
come that greeted him, and said to himself
that these were full of guile (although they
certainly did not look it), and he sat on the
robes ayd sulked.

Later in the evening he crossed the river to
where a bright fire burned amid the tents
under the pine trees; and the usual pow-wow
made the evening hideous, and continued
with the gayest of howling and the most
festive treatmnent  of the tom-tom
until a late hour. But there were
speeches besides the music that night: the
voung Chief **Four Sky” made an oration, in
which he said he would go to Carrot River—
to the land of rabbits, and stray cattle, and
hen roosts, and settlers, and every other kind
of game—to the land of good water, and lots
of fish, and all kinds ot 1dleness, Then “The
Lean Man” made a long and very stupid
speech in which he eaid be would go top.
.6;3‘0‘ which the ancient and venerable big Chief
#3tick-in-the-Mnd,” aided and Abetted by
#Resting Bird,” the motherof *“The Lean Man”
made deprecations, and platitudes, and objee-
tion 1 of which were overruled by the
young men. ““The Resting Bird,” a few days
after, retired in great gloom to a meadow
some six miles up the river, with her brave
and some other fogies.

Upon the morrow *“Four Sky,” with “The
Lean Man,” “Little Ezg” with his son
“Would-notm%? "'\lVandering Mule” and
*Sat Ong’ wi jeie _horses, their squaws,
their ehildren, their dignity, and
“all that they had, went down to Qarrot River

s iojonm. — “Would-

and .the chap that raised the row was that
lanky young cuss in & red blanket, and a top
bat with the ctown out.” »

Monmouth s trolled down to. the camp, but
on bis recurn said that everything was quiet
enongh there. No further notice was taken
of the affair, and the next day ‘is° was forgot-
ten; bat AMstaye moticed ‘that. whenever he
went down to the camp the Indian with the
d blanket scowled upon him.

In coufse ‘of time ghe man Browp, who had

1| raised the d-rmm‘e& from “Fort & la

Corne; aud ‘was tuken by Sergt. Monpmouth to

had | the Indian camp. He felt uncomfortable

about the result of his assertions; and being &
wyean man determined that instead of an open
confession that he had been needlessly scared,
he would ju:tify himself at all costs. Unfor-
tunately it happened that ‘“Would-Not-Go-
Out” was absent; and when all ‘the braves in
the little ' band were brought before him, and
he was asked to produce  the bloodthirsty
savage who had, as he said, attempted to
mirder him, the white man hesitated, and
tried to excuse himselt, and make light of 1t

of | all in the most genervus manner, saying that
he would be very sorry to get the poor fellow

into trouble.

‘Come on—no. fooling!” said Monmouth.
Brown asked 1n Sioux whether all the band
were there; and the Chief replied that they
were all thers except & lad who was not even
full grown, and could scare nobody with any
spirit. =

Mcvmmm(a:9 “Well, which was it?”

Brown, “*0h, I don’t want to get a poor
miserable nifichie in juil 1”

Monmouth: “Well you’re a pretty speci-
men, getting us sent pretty near 200 miles to
e -the man who was going to kill you,
You say that he attempted murder—by Jove,
T'll arrest ‘you if you dou’t. take care, for try-
ing to screen & murderer;!”) . /. | )

Brown was now thoroughly cowed, and felt
that he must do a dirty crime to save himself
from public contempt. Pointing to a tall,
surly-looking young man in & red blanket he
said: “That one.”

Monmouth asked the Chief what character
the accused bare; and the reply was sorrow-
fully expressed that of late the evil spirit had
been upon ‘“Ths Lean Man,” for only two
days ago he had wantonly attacked and
thrashed a lad in the camp, named *‘Would-
not-go-out,” for no cause.

And so it came about that the detachment
returned to Headquarters, and carried away
“The Lean Man™ 'a prisoner. - .

) CHAPTER IL

Tt was a pleasant sight to see a party of
Mounted Police ride in. from some command,
bronzed, dusty and travel-stained, their
harness rusted with the rough usages of the
camp, their eyes bright with the reflectad
breadth and freedom of the plains, while the
horses pricked their ears to hear the whinny
of a colt in the corrall, as they foresaw the
‘quietude of the dim stables, or the sunny up-
land where the herd was grazing. Thus came
bome the parsy from’ Carret River, aud drew
up sharp .before the .Guard . House. The
prisoner was seit into his allotted cell, the
wagon unloaded at the Quartermaster’s Store,
the Liorses led 1o water, the bedding taken tu
the Barrack Rooms, the cook urged. to be
ready with his provisions.  The arrivals shed
their prairie dress, while & rapid discnssion
took place on the current news, and a Guard
was told off, and having got into uniform its
members made their way to the Guard House,
growling not a little that a. single priscner
should cause so mnuch extra work. Until then
the *‘Picquet” had gone ou solitary night
rounds with his lantern, and dozed awav the
spare hours in the Guard Roow; but. this was
only a pleasant reminiscence now. -But the
ian, the restless unchinking’child of the

plain, had come to the weariuess of au im-

“Oi, I dunno, it was the one next the trail, variable kindnéss to the ‘or

to their charge. i :

“The Lean Man,” thwarted in his attempts
to' escape, -brought to the humiliation “of
chains, and filled With the darkest forebodings

despair; &nd then, as a man ean do in the im-
mediate presence of - denth, -transcended his
poor life as the day transcends night; he for.
got the degradytion of bis people, and fought
witli all the magificen and haughty
endurance. of his barbasic forefathors.” He
stood” in the door of his cell. when the time
came thut it was to be locked for the night,
and; with his eyes aflame, his body trenibling
with the excitement, fought with fury and
the strength of madness for liberty. The
whole guard hardly sgfficed to cope with him,
and it was only after a long and furions
struggle that the Indian, ov8rwheimed with
weight of numbers, fell back into the cell ut-
terly exhausted. He had cast'astde tho dross
that had come over the Iudian character ffom
ruinous contact with the ruling race; he had
asserted for once the inalienable rights of
beredity, the greater and manlier past. The
change in him was interpreted by the author-
1ties as insanity.

Night deepened down upon the sorld, and
the dim after-light waned tlitough’long hotirt
smoke from the prairies; and, chilled in the
shadowy, dry mght of Indian summer, all
the valley lay in mysterious silence.

Tlie Indian sat loug brooding in the intense
stillness. Through the barred: aperture in
the door a stream of golden Jight poured into
the cell; and under the lamp iu the Guard
Room the Sergeant of -the Guard sat at the

asleap on thesloping dais st the other, si

the room, still in gomplete uniform, and wear-
ing their heavy side-arme as they took - their
brief, uneasy hours of rest. There was no
sound 'save -their breathing, andthe steady
soratohing of the Sergeant’s pen, as he . pro-
'ceeded with his letters.  Presently the *‘pic-
cpnt” came in for the stable keys, saying that
“the buckskin mare and Bulkeley’'s horse

of evil, came go ‘the black :shadows of utter [ &

into the north. The air was misty wish |
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broke loose in the long stablé—I can g
all right ” Then he went out, and the pris-
oner watched him through. tbe Joop as
he v::ltl:t ”swinging his lantern towards the

“corralls.

*“The Lean Man” slowly unbound- the sash
from his waist, and knotted the ends together
—he thrust the kuot through, the loop-hole—
he drew the sash sharply back, catching the
knot against the iidell h’n ’l’l:i
row gap tween two PR
hard to mfkoe sure that t‘ﬂ‘:’ kmot would
hold. Then hesat a few moments in silence,
and covered his face with his hands. He
looked about him—the Sergeant of the Guard
had taken a hook and lay on th trestle bed
beside his table reading, and the night around
was infinitoly still. Holding she loop of the
sash the prisoner looked up towards heaven
and prayed; then he placed his head within
the loop and crouched down, leaning heavily |
with his throat against the sash. Tho Sergeant |
of the Guard was still rexding—the two men |
were breathing quietly in their sleep—the
“piequet” came out from the stables and went
and stood on the bank of vhe river near by—
the nmist lay. over the valley, and all was still.

The cold sutumn day broke upon $he world,
and Reveille eclioed trom the wooded sides of
the little valley and rang melodiously against
the ‘banks of the broad rviver; the sun rose
triumphant over the mists and the waters
were resplendent before his slanting rays—bus
the Indian had gone to the place of his fathers,
and his sad stern eyes were closed forever in
sleep. Thisman had dared the long agonies
of torture in utter silence, had crushed with
determined hands the life within him and had
gone down to the grave triumphant, without
one sound to' tell the watchful scldier, who
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