Victoria’s suburban . resorts
amongst her ehief attractions. To the
tourist on a first visit the ‘picture pre~
sented by the Lcity, estling amid
scenery the natural beauty ‘of which
would be impossible to éXcel, creates
an  jndelible “impreéssion.- .But - his
pleasure, . especially if he be, of an
artistic temperament, is accentuated
after spending ‘a few days heére. Na-

turally he takes the tally-ho ride and|\

his eyes are opened. He  sees the
many pretty spots which surround
British Columbia’s . .eapital/ Beacon
Hill park, the Dallas rodd beach, Foul
Bay, Shoal Bay, Ross .Bay and Oak
Bay—these charming localities are
presented to his admiring gaze as the
vehicle rolls slowly along gyer one of
the prettiest artves in ~the vicinity.
Then the scene is changed, and he is
introduced to Vdictoria Arm. - His
wonder increases as . ‘beauty after
beauty, each seeming to out-clags that
which has Just ‘gone before, aré dis-
closed and he comes back to the hetel
satisfied - that’ all. whieh has been said
in regard to ‘the attractiveness of

are

Victoria, and its suitability for a sum-
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Unsurpassed Facilities for Outdoor Pleasure at Innumerable Pomts
Closely Adjacent to This City-"Some of the Most Popular

. Places and How They Are Reached

\

he 1is looking into the hallway of a
charming = .country hostelry. Wids
verandas; spacious,, groands, a. crowd
of gaily clad people, and away in the
distance the waters of the lake glis-
tening in the sunlight.  The gight
stirs his artistic appreciation, and .the
summery. attire of the guests, gathered
to watch the arrival and departure. of |
the frain, combined with. the heat,
rouses a desire for a. b.everage‘ He,
obtaing g cooling d_ﬂnk and Once more:
boards the traih, etting that' his
prearra.nged plans makeg it impossible
for him "to spexd more than a few.
momenits here. With a  whirl  the!
journey is c¢ontinded and, almost im-

drive occupieti, -and,

to give the prince.thesbenefit of a trip
down ‘the river from its head-waters
in 4 canoe guliad »y Indians. The
scheme had only failed in its execu-
tion because of the short stay made
by the distinguisaed visitor.
goes-on to tell of Prince Arthur's ex-

p'er'iences at the lake, how he" caught

several fish, and of his pleasure as he
landed . the* g_]itt.erlng, wiggly trout
safely in.the bottom:dt the-beat.
are the few hours necessery.for the
. ultimately, © the
enthusiastic: ungler- urrives at hig des-
tina tion. Thrbugh thé' - twilight’ he
catches .a fajnt: glimpse of a body of
water twenty-five miles  in length,

Runnmg the Raplds—{:ow:chan River

mier resort, is more-than jusﬂﬂed Then
if he has time.to spare and he is wisé he
makes mquirles and ‘is -informed that
éven yet theré ‘is 'somethinz more to
take in. “Haven‘t- you ‘made the trip
up the' E. & N. ‘rallway?’ '-Is the
probable query of the ‘hotel ¢lerk, and
replying in the negative, he is.strong-
ly advised to make the trip, provid-
ing he wished to make his knowledge
of the southern portion of Vamcouver
island as thorough as possible.
Beauty Spots Along E. &. N.

It is: unnecessary to enter - iito a
déscription of the many  resorts scat-
tered along the line of the aforemen-
tioned railway They -are as well
known to Victorians as. is Govern-
ment street. For years they have
been frequented, summer after sum=-
mer, nobody seeming to tire of them;
rather have they attractéd more and
fnore attention In fact so pronouric-
éd became the weekly travel,
ally to points Between  the city and
Shawnigan lake, that a year or.80. ago
the managemient of the Esquimalt &
Nanaimo railway inaugurated what 18
térmed .the suburban train:  SeTvice.
This was a special which ran morning
' and evening, during the “dog days,” to
and from Shawnigan lake. - The rates
for transportation on this line were
materially reduced. The patronage
which the cémpany réceived more than
justified the innovation, - and, it is
unglerstood, the service will be - in-
augurated again -this season. - It will
be introduced about the 1st of June,
according . to. the - present arrange<|
ménts; that being about the period
whén the majority of campers and

_.fhose who speénd the hottest months
of the summer months out of the ity
make the change

A Popular Trip.

In taking a tfip up the rallway as
far as Duncan, thence to' Cowichan
lake, a jaunt which is a favorite
among the many disciples of Isaac
Walton, who .find their way to this
part of Vancouver island, the visitor
passes some of the grandest scenery
to be found anywhere adjacent to Vic-
toria. The portién of the line which
skirts the banks of Saanich Inlet pre-
sents a pamorama of great beauty. In-
variably it elicits admiring comment.
Away below is the- water of the n-
let, winding in and out, closely ad-
hering to the sinuosities of .the moun-
tain ranges which stand on either side.
The expanse of sea is broken here and
there by 1sldts, adding ‘to the pictures-
queness, 8o striking is the view that
the stranger turning to some indi-
vidual, who, by the careslessness of
his attitude, béars:the imprint of the
native, asks - for information. He 'is
told that this is one of the finest fish-
irig resorts in the neighborhood, that
saliion can.be caught at all' seasons,
and” that - large numbers ™ spénd the
week-end Hhere in the. enjoymeht of the
pleasures: of ‘the sport. . - «

Shawnigan Lake.

The next point which attfacts at-
tention is Shawnigan lake  “Strath-
cona hofel,” shouts the brakeman, and,

especi-

'abourid, and the Indians of the place

condedeends {o relate the story of the

before the stranget reallz‘ﬁs the fact,
‘

mediately, another stop is made at
Koenig’s. « Here the visitor has<almost
the same impressions as. outlined, and,
as-a rulg is afflicted with the same
desire to test the hosplta.llty of. the
genial proprletress ;
Cowichan Valley i

Thus . the outing ' proeeeds, the
stranger becoming ' almost surfeited
with scenery, and settling down. to the
silent énjoyment’. of the kaleidoscopic
picture. He passes. Cobble Hill and
numerous side - stations' before; finally,
pullihg ‘dp at'the charmihg little town
of Duncan. = After viewing the grand
mountain’ scenery just out from :Vic-
toria the centre of the- Cowichan. val-
ley is’' soothing and cangenial to the
temperametit of the visitor, especially
if he happen to: be of English origin.
Because here he¢ Sees- a ‘pastoral dis-
trict, which is almost a perfect fac-
simile of some of the agricultural sec-
tions of the Old Counmtry. Such an
impression is strengthened if he hap-
pens to make the acguaintarce of any
of the residents. As a rule, however,
he hastens to collect hig baggage, pays
particular attention . to :his .fishing
tackle and boards the stage for -Cow=
ichan lake, to reach:which: he: must
travel some twenty miles or there-'
abouts s

Fo Cowichan Lake ;

En route he enters into conversa-
tion with the stage driver. It starts
in .a desultory fashion, -but . becomes;
animated  as the latter begins to tell
of the Cowichan river, of the many re-
markable catches which have been
made Wy other enthusiasts,’ and the
spots wherein the wily. trout are sup-
posed -to ‘lie.in large mumbers ' The
ears of the visitor are open. wide, not
a word misses him. “That’'s the en-
trance to Sahtlam,” quoths the drivér,
pointing to a road branching off: the
main thoroughfare. ‘“What, you. don’t
know of Sahtlam, you mever heard of
it!”” and the manipulator of the: rib-
bons looks with thinly veiled -éon-
tempt at the votary of the rod and line
at hig side.” “That’s an Indian settle-
ment,” he explains, ‘and thereabouts
the biggest catches ever recorded in
eonnection with the Cowichan :‘river
have been made. ; Trout and steelhead

take visitors in themr canoes for rides
down the stream to the outlet.. That's
an experience, by-the-way, which you
should make a point of enjoying . It's
thrilling. You shdot over fast flowing
rapids, along smooth and - spacious
pools, down falls, and. in and out
among some of the finest scenes to be
found anywhere.” The stranger. lis-
tens to the description, and, not wish-
ing to display {ignorance,. asks: %o
questions, but determines to" follow the
advice of his self-appointed mentor.
“Why, dldn’t you néever hear of the
visit of Prince Arthur of Connaught,” |
queries the loquacious driver. Again}|
the stranger .is foreced to acknowledge
that he isn’t posted. And'the former

famous visit of Royalty to the fishing
grounds of the-.locality . He .recounts
the arrangement which had been made
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studded with:-small islands, hedged in
by stately: mountains.  Entering' - the
Lakeside hotel he meets the (genlal
proprietor, Ernest Price, amd Mrs
Price, both of  whom: accord him a
hearty welcome. Having satisfied a
healthy appetite, he: retires with keen
anticipation of 'the mofrow’s sport,
Accommodatlon Crowded

It has been statéd that.the charms
of the resorts along the E. & N. line
are not appreciated by. Victorians. In
a measture this may Be ¢orrect. There
is no doubt that the tourist who ha.

g

But he,

Thus

i o

in every respect—but they cannot take
in the ever-increastng crowds which
gather 'there duting the ' summer
months,  This condition has prevailed
for séveral ‘yedrs, ‘and, in the past, it
has beén nhecessary for those, who,
otherwise, would have = taken . small
‘bungalows, to erect temts and to “camp
iout.” .The same thing will have to be
domne this summer, but, it is predicted
by these who -have watched the trend
of events, that:in the near future.these
‘spots. will .. beeome . so ‘extremely
popular, so largely frequented, that
further  hotel  accommeodation . will be
supplied and they will take the place
of auxiliaries to the one central tour- |
ist resort of the North Paciﬁc—Vic-
toria.

Other .Resorts

~~'While the E. & N'line is dotted with
these ‘picturesgue-. places the city; as
stated at the . -outset;
with them. -They .are to be 'seen on
every hand .and.within easy reach of
the centre of the community.
their little coteries .of admirers among
local. citizens. - For. instance it is an
h;varlabIe rulp that,‘with the advent

_jof the het weather, small tented vil-

lages. will _8pring up like mushrooms
in the night at these different locali-
ties And the personnel of these sum-
Tner villages is * ‘almost always
same. At. Oak Bay beach gathers a

group of young méh ‘who have camped|

together at the sdiné spot for years, at

the Willows beach a similar condition |

of dffairs is revealéd anmually, at Cad-
boro Bay it is 'the same, but at Cor-
dova Bay there are wusually a large
number of changes. ' This is one of the
most popular of the suburban resorts.
It -dslargely . frequented, in fact the
beautiful sandy beéach, two- or three
miles in length,--is . generally covered
with tents, while . upon = the banks
above are quite a few pretty little cot~
tages, all of which:have occupants out
enjoying the fresh air of the country,
away from the, &ling atmospherd, of
the city:* Andibfinighf the .erdwds
gather about huge bonfires and - tell
mythiépl - sto:ﬁ iife others
torcht “light b
tening back of the fascinated  dog-
fish.
spears they are -able in this_way to
tapture: many agf’ 'én:loy the sport -
mensely. e TG, O R
267 Bfiliaorge

Then there i@t Golee, the last, but
by no means the least. The charms
of this locality, Tt is ‘safe to say, are
ymore. or less_generally known through-
aut Canada. and,dlt is no exaggeration
to say, that they ‘are .destined . to
spread yet further as the. reputation of
Vlctoria.s multitucﬂnous beauties are
disseminated by, the ever increasing
ebb and flow of tourists. While the
Arm possesses sufficient natural at-
tractiveness to. ,win_ a reputsgtion,
it has natural  advantages for the
establishment of parks which are not
being overlooked. . The recreation
grounds of the B. C. Electirie Railway
Company are béing ‘artistically beauti-

L ———

is surrounded |

All have{

the}

By the “uwe-of sharply pointed].

(f‘

/

I R K O B Ve,

agricultural lands, its game and other
resources and its mile. upon mile of
splendid sandy beaches should not be
overlooked. This is one of the most
thickly populated farming sections on
the southern portion: ef Vancouver Isl-
and and, inoreover, every family en-
joys prosperity. In referring to Saan-
ich, however, more tham this is con-
veyed to the mind of the average Vic-
torian.- He thinks of the glorious re-
sorts’ which abound  there and of the
pléasant ‘aays which | may be spent in
tents situated neat the sea shore where
bathing may be indulged in.at any
hour, where the disciple’ of Nimrod
may ‘take & tra.mp gun in hand and re-

.dential seat and the most popular
summer and winter resort of the Paci-
fic Northwest.
Duncan

The pretty little “town of Dungcan,
40 mifes from Victoria on the Esqui-
malt & Nanaimo railway, is the busi-
ness centre and distributing point-for
several neighboring mines and lum-
ber camps. The town is ‘@elightfully
situated .an .the Cowichan river (cele-~
brated . for-its -irout- fishing),. at the.
foot of Mount Prevost. It has several
well stocked stores. a creamery, asaw
mill, an® agricultural hall surround-
ed by a pretty park, a public school,
governmert office; two churches, three
hotels, and all the necessary indus-

Douglas, Waellington, I\anm,\-..
Cameron districts. Mountain i
en, with considerable good land
Millstream valley, and the
furnia® excellent grazing, with
and small timber of good qu

édar. and Cranbérry distri
much Tesemble Cowichan and |
large areas of . good farming
North of these districts the cha
of ‘the soil changes, inclining
sandy and gravelly, in patchq
around Qualicum it again rever
a rich loam of the best quali
good deal of land is under cult
in the country lying between
mo and Comox, but much of th
of it is still unreclaimed, and
thousand acrés will be available
cleared of timber.

Wellington, the present termin
the Esquimalt & Nanaimo r
was formerly a town -of consid
importance, but since the clos
the coal mines in that dis
lost much of its trade. The
siderable "good tand in the n
hood, the . area. of which will be
creaded’ by cléaring.

.. Crofton

Crofton, isituated ~on Oshorne
about; 40 miles north of Victori
the site of‘a large “copper. sme

trial estab‘lishments, such as harness

with | E
¢alfch for the glis-|.

A Favorite Fishiné Po‘oi'—-‘Cvowi‘chanr River

turn-in a few hours with a handsomeé
bag of ducks, pheasant .or grouse. In a
word, it is sure to say that;. there
could be no more delightful place than
Saanich and that those whose homes
are located there are among the most
fayvored of the citizens of this part of
the Canadian West.. So popular is the
district among citizens that it has been
the custom for years past of members
of the Methodist Sunday schools of the
oity to hold their Dominjon Day picnics
at the Bazan Bay park, one of the

prettiest of the many Iovely spots to

View of Gorge Park—The Prettiest Spo:t of a Charming Resort

the time to make the trip which has
been outlined always leaves the island
with the pleasantest recollections and
the determination to return. ‘at the
earliest opportunity. But the  indica-
tions are that the beauties of Shawni-
gan lake and of Cowichan river and
lake are thoroughly appreciated by
local eitizens. For weeks past ' the
majority of the small cottages at
Shawnigan and along the Cowichan
river have been rented” for the sum-
meér:months. It is deubtful, in fact,
if one inquiring  at this late date would
be able to secure any such acecommo-
datien for a family. It i’ true that
there are hotels at: these places—and

mereover-well“equipped ‘and  modern|the Saanich peninsula, with its fertile
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fled This year theré is being con-
structed a Japanese:tea garden, which
should be well patronized. --Other im-
provements are under way and, when
the whole. is completed. the park is
expected to be fully equal in every re-
spect to the famous gardens  of the
tourist resorts of southern California.
However, those who wish to see the
Gorge and the adjacent park under the
most striking conditions should not fail
to be present at the fireworks display
to be held in conmectien with the Vic-
toria Day . celebrations.
The Saanich Peninsula

In speaking of the beautiful sur-

roundings which "'Victoria . possesses,

be found in the aforementioned pen-
insula Without making a trip through
the district on the V. & 8. railway the
tourist  has not a complete idea of the
attractions offered by this part of Van-
couver Island.

Added to all the scenic advantages
which have been regerred to, Victoria
has. a climate, which in point of
equality in temperature, . cannot be
equalled on the continent. :This is- a4
statement which is proven by statis-
tics. .Therefore, as has been averred
time and again by members of the
Victoria. Development and Tourist As-
sociation, there is ndthing standing-in
the way of British, Columbia’s. capital
taking her proper.place as the resi-

'l bered.

1 with which it has a daily train service

making, blacksmithing; etc. The Cow-
ichan Leader, a weekly paper, advo-
cates the interests of the town and
distriet.. Duncan ‘has a good water-
works system, and many of the farm
houses in the district have water laid
on from the numerous springs and
creeks.

Standing -on the southern—edge of
the lake country, Duncan is a head-
quarters for :fishermen and hunters.
Somenos lake, one mile, and Quam-
ichan lake, two miles from the town,
are favorite resorts: for trout fishers,
while Cowichan lake, 22 miles west-
ward and reached by stage coach, has
a good hotel::and every accommoda-
tion for diseiples of the gentle art.
The surrounding woods and hills
abound with large and small game;
bear, panther, wolf and deer, grouse
and pheasant, and the marshes and
ponds swarm with ducks and geese.
Maple Bay, three miles east, affords
excellent sea fishing.

West of Duncan, in the Cowichan
valley,  there is a large area of good
land, that portion on the north shore
off Cowichan lake being an almost
level country admirably adapted to

| farming. From .the lake to the Nitnat

river and_ Barkley sound the country

is more rugged, heavily timbered and

reported to be one of the richest min-

eral sections of British Columbia.
Ladysmith

_The shipping port for the Exten-
sion coal mines, is a growing town,
five miles north of Chemainus. It has
a good harbor and commodious docks.
At this point the Canadian Pacific
railway ‘maintains a ferry service to
and from Vancouver, transferringl
trains of freight cars loaded with
goods for Victoria and other places
on the Island, and  earrying Island
products to continental points. Lady-

plant, lately purchased by the Britan-
nia Mining company. A narrow gauge
railway connects. the town with the
Mount Sicker mines, and a stage line
runs-to Duncan. Crofton has two good
hotels, and several general stores and
other business ~éstablishments. Like
all the towns along the line of the E.
& N. railway, it is connected by tele-
phone with Victoria and Nanaimo.

Chemainus

Chemainus, a good farming district,
very heavily timbered, with soil and
other conditions almost identical with
Cowichan, is the seat of a great lum-
bering industry. The mill of the Vic-
toria Lumbpering & \/la,nufaahctumm
company, . with a daily capacity of
500,000 feet of lumber, is situated
here, and, with the company’s logging
railway and lumber camps, gives em-
ployment to a large number of men.
Chemainus has a well equipped hospi-
tal

Comox

Extending' from the northern boun-
dary of Nanaimo lies Comox district,
considered one of the best agricultural
and dairying sections of Vancouver
Island. Sixty miles long with an av-
erage width of seven miles, between
the sea and the mountains, is a bench
of ‘undulating land admirably adapt-
ed to cultivation. Parts of it are
heavily timbered, and there are many
marshes and beaver meadows easy ol
reclamation. Several valleys cutl
through from the mountains to the
sea, and these are specially fertile. All
of this bench land will produce crops.
Where it is too light for growing
cereals or roots it will give large. re-
turns in hay and alfalfa. The growtn
is marvelous, ‘a bit of burnt land
sowed with grass seed will become 2
tangled mass of-vegetation within a
year. Cattle fatten on the native

smith has a large public school, sev-
eral churches, good hotels and stores,
and several “industries, amon:; whichz
are the Tyee Copper company’s smel- |
ter, the Ladysmith Lumber company’s
sawmill, and an iron foundry. It is
the centre of the Newcastle district
and the home of the miners who work
in  the Extension mines, eight miles
west. The land about Ladysmith is
fertile, but broken and densely tim-
There is considerable land in
the ‘valleys which will make good
farms and orchards when cleared.
Nanaimo

Called the Coal City, is also the

eentre of a coal mining district and

headquarters of the Western Fuel
company. It is 72 miles from Victoria,

over the Esquimalt & Nanaimo rail-
way, and 35 miles from Vancouver, to
which city the Canadian Pacific rail-
way ‘runs daily steamers. It also has
steamboat communication with Comox
and Sidney. The city is one of the
oldest on the Island, the coal. mines
having been operated since 1850, and
is well equipped with all public con-
veniences,  schools, churches, mercan-
tile "and _industrial establishments.
When the mines are in full operatxon
the number of men employed is large,
the monthly pay roll aggregating over
$100,000. There is much good land
in the Nanaimo district, and wherever
it has been cleared and cultivated the
returns are very satisfactory. The
farms in the district do not begin to
supply the city’s wants, so that there
are 'good openings for fruit, "poultry
and dairy farms.

Tributary to Nanaimo are Mountain,
Cedar, Oyster, Bright, Cranberry,

grasses and vetches in a wonderfully
short time.. Butter making and poul-
try raising are carried on as adjuncts
| to the regular farm work, but so far
have not been engaged in systemati-
cally., A good local market for every-
thing produced is afforded by the
Union coal mines, with headquarters
at Cumberland. These mines emplm
between 800 and 1,000 men, who, \\n
their families, are.good customers ol
the neighboring farmers, paying lib-
eral prices for everything they con-
sume. Grain is raised in consider-
able quantity, but only for feeding
stock. Oats yield well and sell for
1 1-2 cents per pound. Butter aver-
ages 25 cents per pound, beef 7 1-
cents to 10 cents.by the carcass. Cow
are .worth $50 to $70- each. Lamb
$5 to $6, ewes usually breed twins
Hogs bring 8 to 9 cents live weig!
BEggs sell from 25 to 60 cents p
dozen. Apples, pears, plums, prun
cherries and small fruits are <
vated to a limited extent and all pro-
duced is of excellent quality.

Much of thé wooded land in Com
district is easily cleared, being ch
ly alder, and the swamps are not dit-
ficult to drain. The swamp botto
are rémarkably fertile, producins
splendid crops of grain and vesget-
ables.

Communication is had with Com
by wagon road and from Wellingt
(the present terminus of the Esa
malt & Nanaimo railway), and
steamers running to Nanaimo, Vit~
toria and way ports. A short line
railway connects Cumberland Wit
Union wharf, the shipping point ¢
the Union coal mines.
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