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THE GENERAL OUTLOOK

 Yesterday 'was nomination day, dnd
the present is a fitting occasion to fake
a general glance over the province and
speak of the outlook for .election day.
We think it is distinetly favorable to
the government. It is not the policy ‘of
the Colonist to'make extravagant claims
of success. We know very well that,
uider the most favorable circumstances,
-a newspaper only receives full reports
of one side of the case.. The old saying
that one story .is good until another has
been told, applies with peculiar force
to politics. It is not our intemtion this
morning to go into any great detail, but
if we take the constituencies in which
Victorians have a sort of personal in-
terest, because they are near by, we
have the city, Bsquimalt, Saanich, The
1slands, and Cowichan. These constitu-
encies” elect eight representatives to the
legislature, and in the last House o
these one, lisquimalt, was represented
by a supporter of the government, and
the other-seven members were in opposi-
tion. Indeed these constituencies sent
to the House almost one-half 1he
strength of the Oppositien. We do not
believe that the most enthusiastic Lib-
eral anticipates that, when the votes
are counted on February 2nd, these con-
stituencies will be ‘represented by seven
Liberals and one Conservative. Weare
not going to particularize as to who will
be elected in any one of them. We
shall content ourselves with the broad,
general statement, that the present out-
look is that out of these eight seats the
government will have more than a mia-
jority. The opinion of the people has
changed since 1903. - Our best advices
are, that the government will have a
majority of all The Island members,
and we do not think that the Liberals
think any differently. On the Mainland
things look very satisfactory to the gov-
ernment. We know that the Liberals of
Victoria assert the contrary, but they
have no means of ascertaining the tem-
per of the people, which are not avail-
able to -any one else. 'There will doubt-
less be changes in .some constituencies,
but on the whole the government stands
to come out with a very substantial ma-
jority. It issaid that the Rossland. seat,
will very likely be lost by Mr. Macdon-
ald, and the two Cariboo seats are said
to be safely Conservative, We see no
reason for supposing  that the govern-
ment, while it may lose some Mainland
geats, will not: have a larger following
from that:part of the province than it
had in the late House, and -when: the
1sland  majority is added to this, the
position of* the ministry “will- be one,
which every person, who can take an
unprejudiced view of the 'situation,
wishes ‘it to occupy in the interest of
the provincial welfare. Our summing
up of the situation op Nomination Day
is that the government will come out
of the election with a strong working
majority over all other parties.

ELECTRIFICATION OF THE V.&S.

For sonie time past there have been
reports that the Victoria & Sidney rail-
way would be converted into an electric
road. We regard such a thing as high-
ly probable. In fact, a Victoria. gentle-
man, now. in - the Bast, is engaged;
among other things, in an endeavor ‘to
interest capital in the establishmert of
electric railway service that will take
in the whole Saanich Peninsula. We
are ratlier inclined to the opinion that
thie interests of the Peninsula would be
better served by an independent line,
that would follow the East, road, cross
to the- west from some peint near
Siduey, and extend down the west side
of the Peninsula. By “independent”
we do not mean that the proposed elec-
tric railway should not be a part of the
V. & S. system, but only that more than
one line of rails would be. necessary, if
the interests of the people are to be
properly ‘provided for. There can be no
doubt as to the future of that highly fer-
tile area lying between Saanich Arm
and the Bast coast of the Island. It
will ‘assuredly be cut up into small
farms. It will be one of the most dense-
ly populated parts of Canada. There is
probably no place in the whole country
where the conditions of life are easier
tiian on the Peninsula. As a rule the
soil is very fertile; the climate is very
enjoyable, and fruit culture in all lines
can be carried on successfully.. The
vision of a prophet is not necessary to
foresee whaf the condition of such a

favored locality must be, not at some |

remote date, but ¢dn the immediate fu-
tnre. Hence, whether the owners of
the V. & S. decide or not to operate
that ‘line by electricity, and extend it
so as to afford conveniences to the resi-
dents of all parts of the Peninsula, we
are very sure that it will be only- a_very
short time before electric lines will be
undertaken “by some company. =

A POLITICAL FIREBRAND

Has -that political firebrand, Mr. W.

7. 'B. Mclnnes been quenched by two
years’ of office at $12,000 a year? We
greatly doubt it. We believe that he
is the .same wholly irresponsible per
son that he was on Labor Day 1899,
when speaking to the miners at Na-
naimo he denounced Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier for talking “twaddle,” and called
upon the miners to take the law into
their own hands.

Note where he was speaking—at
Nanaimo. Note to whom he was speak-
ing—the coal miners. Note what he
was speaking about—the Chinese.
Note why he talked about the Chin-
ese at that time—because of the fail-
ure of the government at Ottawa to
introduce legislation against ‘the Chin-
ese. Note what he advised—a resort
to violence against the Chinese. Note
the example which he ¢ited—that of
miners in the United States who had
taken the law. into their own hands.

The logical result of his frenzied ap-
peal to the Nanaimo miners would
have been bloodshed, if the men, whom
he was addressing had not been in-
finitely saner than he.

And this is the gentleman, whom the
people of British Columbia are asked
to entrust with the control of their
affairs.

British Columbia cannot afford Mr.
MclInnes.

A POINT FOR SAANICH
In nearly every election there is
more or less of a complaint that the
government has done very liigle for
farming. There is not much that a
#vergiment can do for farming. Of

-all industries that is one that depends

fortune of a government to discover a
line of activity, which directly bene-
fits .the farming, community in a way
that is apparent to all observers. Un-
der the intelligent direction of Mr.
Tatlow, the provincial Department of
Agriculture has been very active dur-
ing the last three and a half years,
especially in connection with 7 fruit
raising. Exhibits of our fruit have
been sent where they would do the
most good,  the possibility of profit-
able shipments to ' distant . markets
has been established and every avail-
able- means has been adopted to make
known the ‘great value of our fruit
lands. The. result is that throughout
all Canada, the United Kingdom and
the United States, people who desire
to obtain a small. area in a good cli-
mate, upon which they can carry on
fruit raising, know that:inBritish Co-
lumbia ~such land can be obtained.
What is of special interest to the
farmers of Saanich is that these peo-
ple know that they can get suchland
on the Saanich Peninsula. There 1is
robably not a real - estate “firm in
ictoria, which does not daily re-
ceive inquiries from people seeking
fruit lands in this vieinity. The ef-
fect ‘of this is seen in-the appreeta-
tion of the value of Saanith farm
lands. Every Saarnich farmer Knows

a good price, he has only to place it
on the market. - He knows also-that
the beginning only of the advance in
values has been witnessed.

Leét every Saanich farmer-ask him-
self why this state of things has come
about.. Let him ask himself if it would

f | have come about, if the provinecial gov-

ernment had not been  alive to -its
duty in ‘the premises. . He will be
compelled to admit that, while the
government may not be entitled to all
the credit, it certainly is te -a.very
large share of it. He will admit that
when ‘the opportunity offered forthe
government to do something: for {he
fruit industry, and thereby add to'the
value of every acre of fruit land in
the Saanich Peninsula, thie necessary
steps were intelligently and promptly
taken. We admit that the- greater
part of the active work was done by
Mr. R. M. Palmer, but Mr, Palmer
was under the direction of Mr. Tat-
low, who is entitled to the credit of
having realized the timeliness of such
action as that gentleman was auth-
orized to take.

The action of the government in
regard to the inspection of fruit and
the extermination of fruit pests has
been highly satisfactory. The regu-
tations have been enforced, but with
discrimination. Necessarily in some
cases individuals have had to suffer,
but this is ‘inevitable, if proper pro-
tection is to be afforded. Fruit grow-
ers and dealers appreciate this. Our
fruit s getting a good name;.  the
fruit-growing industry is being ren-
dered more certain; new markets are
being opened for the products of our
orchards. There may be nothifig very
spectacular in such matters. They are
not subjects for “glittering generali-
ties,” but if the man is a public.ben-
efactor, who is able to “~make two
blades of /grass ‘grow where one grew
before, surely a government deserves
comrmendation, when by its policy it
has been able to promote a great in-
dustry and add to the value ofevery
farm in the country. i

This is a matter that comes direct-
ly. home to the farmers of Saanich.
If they want absolute proof of  the
benefit of the government's policy in
regard to' agriculture, they Have only
to. put. their farms on the market, or
cut them up and offer a part of thém
for sale. They will then learn through
the pocket book; which is one of the
surest routes by which conviction can
be reached, that the government has,
in respect to the special industry af-
fecting their part of the eountry, pur-
sued a course that was eminently wise,
and which has already ‘brought
forth. good results.

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS
L E ,

The result of the vote yesterday in
the mayoralty contest came as a very
great surprise.’ In some respects the
vote was an extraordinary one. Mayor
Morley has been endorsed by a sub-
stantial - majority of - the electorate.
The results in the aldermanic and
trustee elections and the' situation
generally as a result of yesterday’s
vote will require some detailed con-
sideration, which we will give tomor-
row. In the meantime we can:simply
say that, a large majority of the
electors having expressed their .ap-
proval of Mayor Morley, the Colonist
will, irrespective of the position it took
in the. contest, do its -utmost to ad-
vance the welfare of the city, and give
due consideration 'to . all questions
which may be brought forward by the
new city council. In opposing Mayor
Morley the Colonist  believed it was
acting in the best interests of the e¢ity,
and now that the elections have been
decidedtlt willl continue to do all in its
power ‘to assist in promoting the wel-
fare of Victoria. P g b

THE PROVINCIAL CAMPAIGN
The municipal campai being ow
the people of Victoria wiﬁnbegin gto tait%
a more active interest in. the.provineial
campaign. . A-good deal-of quiet work
is qug done by the friends of all the
candidates for legislative honeors, but-it
cannot be ‘said .that up to the present
therg has been any notable degree of en-
tl}usxasm on either side. Present indica-
tions are tl_mt the campaign will be
rather a quiet one in Victoria, aithough
doubtless greater interest will be

aroused during the ‘coming week.

. ‘We attribute the lack of enthusiasm
in the city principally to the fact that
most people regard the result as a fore-
gone conclusion.. The average  citizen
of chtoria sees no necessity of growing
excited over anything so simple and self-
evident as the matter upon which he
has to decide in connection with the
provincial election. He knows that the
affairs of the province have been well
carried on. Being closely in touch with
what _is transpiring, hearing everything
there is to hear, and a great deal that
has no foundation, he knows perfectly
well that, if the administration of af-
fairs was not- perfectly satisfactory, he
would learn about it. Thousands of
people come to Victoria every year, hav-
ing business to transact with the gov-
ernment, They stop at the hotels; they
meet their friends; they  discuss their
business and the manner in which they
are treated. Now is it not reasonable to
suppose that, if they were treated in an
unsatisfactory. manner, the people of
Victoria would hear about it? We think
so: and hence from the fact that in no
part of the province: ig there less talk
about maladministration than here in
Victoria, where the most of the admin-
istration acts of the government are
performed, the public at large may safe-
ly assume that things have been han-
dled very well. If the government had
been what its opponents profess to be-
lieve, the facts would be known. better
here than anywhere else, and here there
would be the most insistent demand for
its overthrow. Instead of this, we find
the government far stronger here than
|'1¢ was on the eve of the last election,
hand a very large number of those, who

AR s o g
4 e B IREEACREIATECEES

that, if he wants to sell his farm-at

then opposed it, now outspoken in its
belialf. | In three  successive elections,
the Liberals carried this city by fine
majorities. There is not- - a man
among them, who honestly believes that
they ‘are going to do it again on Febru-
ary 2nd. On the other hand, friends of
the government are sanguine of secur-
ing ali four ‘seats. Sueh a state of
things would not be possible if the peo-
ple of the city did.not know. perfectl
well that the daily diatribes, to whicg
they have been treated by the Opposi-
tion press, are simply the inventions of
those, who are out for the offices and
determined to win them at all hazards.
The attitude of the people of Vietoria
towards the governmept is well worthy
the consideration of other constituencies.

The Times says that the Colonist
trembles, lest Mr. McInnes shall be
called to the premiership of the prov-
ince. This is correct; -or rather 1t
would be correet, if there were the
least chance of the Liberals winning
the election. We also note that our
contemporary does not.deny that Mr.
Macdonald’s tenure of office would be
temporary only, that is just long
enough to enable Mr. Mcinnes to push
him out. Th? province can't afford it.

MR. MACDONALD’S ALTERNATIVE

The statement: of Mr, Maedonald,
that, if he-.had.been in Mr. McBride's
place, after having' been. refused ' fair
play by the Conference, he would have
approached the government for large
appropriations ‘for railways and public
works, calls - for consideration, because
it ;is- the only specific statement of pol-
icy which the Leader of the Opposition
has made. It is mot a hasty statement,
as-that which he sent out immediately
after the announcement of the dissolu-
tion clearly was. It is a matured opin-
ion, reached, we suppose we .are justi-
fied in assuming; after consultation with
Mr. Mclnnes, It is intended to meet
the unassailable fosition of . Mr. Mec-
Bride: by presenting to .the people of
British Columbia something new. and at-
tractive. Large expenditures for rail-
ways ‘and public: works ~are " certainly
very desirable things, and to ~the un-
thinking Mr. Macdonald’s proposal may
seem as satisfactory as that for which
he proposes to substitute it. But it will
not bear examination. *

In the first- place; it is a -departure
from the case as presented in. the ‘reso-
lution, moved in the session of 1905 by
Mr. McBride and seconded by Mr. Mac-
donald—a resolution which Mr. Mac-
donald himself prepared. By ‘this the
legislature ‘was asked to declare, as in
point of fact it did unanimously de-
clare, that the province is entitled to
exceptional treatment by reason of con-
ditions of a permanent character. We
challenge Mr, Macdonald or any of ‘the
newspapers supporting. him, to say -that
by this resolution Mr. Macdonald did
not mean, or that he did net desire the
country to_understand him as meaning,
that bette’ tetms meant a substantial
increase permanently to the revenue of
the .province,* to be expended by the
legislature in itswisdom, amd mot such
contributions  to railways ‘dnd public
works . as .the Dominfon might in its
%\:ce see- fit: to make from year fo year.

is bei the case, we are justified in
charging that Mr, Macdonald has aban-
doned the claim of the province for bet-
ter terms, as that term has always been

L hitherto mnderstood. .. .

I the seeand-place; ‘such grants, as
Mr. Macdouald speaks: of; are only such
as we are entitied  to” as an integral
part of the Doniinion, and as the much
largest contributor per capita to the rev-
enue of Canada. They bear no relation
to the exceptional difficulties and cost
of administration- in this province, upon
which, Sir Wilfrid- Laurier 1aid stress in
recommending Mr. MeBride to present
his case to the Conference. “We can
readily imagine the response which
would have heen made by the federal
Premier, if ‘Mr. McBride had gone to
him, as Mr. Macdonald says he. should
have gone, and asked for grants for
railways and public works. It would
have been something to the following ef-
fect: Your claim .is for assistance in
administering the affairs of the prov-
fitce, because of.-permanent exceptional
difficulties and expense; this has no- con-
nection with federal expenditures for
railways and public works. The latter
are matters for the Dominion Parlia-
ment, and I will upon ‘that point have
the benefit of the advice of the repre-
sentatives of the province in “the House
of Commons. ~Such substantially would
have been the substance of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier’s reply; and we are bound to
admit that it would have been a reason-
able reply, not because -we receive
anything like our due proportion of ‘fed-
eral expenditures for railways and pub-
lic works, but because better terms are
one thing and federal expenditures quite
another.

In the third place, we dissent wholly
from the position, which Mr, Macdonald
must be understood as taking, that the
refusal of -the inter-Provincial -Confer-
ence to give British Colimbia - more
than $100,000 a year for ten years,
closes . the question. In British coun-
tries no question, having justice on 'its
side, can be comsidered as closed until
justice has been : done. The® justice of
the prineiple-of our claim has been ad-
mitted by the Premier of .Canada, by
the Finance Minister of Capada and by
the Premiers of all the provinces of
Canada.. There is ‘a divergence of opin-
jon as to what ought to be given the
province.in recognition of this principle:
but is this any reason why we should
cease agitating for what: we. think we
are entitled to, and turn our efforts in
another direction? If such pusilanimous
conduct had characterized the course of
previous governments in British Colum-
bia, we would never have got our case
so far advanced that its justice in prin-
ciple ‘would have been admitted. Brit-
ish ‘Columbia has not yet got a verdict,
but through the skill of its coumsel, Mr.
McBride, it-has overcome all demurrers
and got its case in a position, where
only the amount is at issue. And yet
Mr. Macdonald would have us 'discon-
tinue our agitation, and agree to accept
such favors as an unwilling parliament
may be willing to dole out to us from
year to year. Can anything be more
unstatesmanlike than Mr. Macdonald’s
suggestion, anything more -disappoint-
ing, especially as he. has seen fit- to cou-
ple it with the statement that any em-
barrassment, which  the pravince may
have felt in the past has been due to the
reckless waste of the resources of the
province? - Never has Eastern opposi-
tion to better terms been more strength-
ened than by the . declaration of - the
Leader of the Opposition.

In the fourth place, the adoption of
Mr. Macdonald’s alternative would in-
crease and not lessen the difficulties,
which better “terms are - intended to
overcome. In a province like British
Columbia it must necessarily cost more
per capita to ‘administer the affairs of,
say, 100,000 people. thamr in any of the
other provinces. This has been demon-
strated over and over again. Railways
and such public works as the Dominion
can properly undertake, would have a
tendency to increase greatly the popula-
tion without in any way. lessening the
charges that such an. inerease to the
population would make upon the provin-
cial treasury. At present we have a
very lirge area of crewn lands.. gp,
which we can draw to meet the B cg
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sary cost of conducting 4he goyernment
of the provinee; but if;7 yopulation
were  doubled the revenue-producing
area would not be correspondingly  in-
creased, but, .on the contrary, would be
reduced. Therefore the expenditures on
railways and public -works, which Mr.
Macdonald would “accept in'lieu of bet-
ter termsy, would only.intensify the diffi-
culties for which better . terms . are
sought as a remedy. »

In the fifth place, we deny the con-
tention that the premiers of the other
provinces have the right to determine
finally what amount the province ought
to receive to enable it tomeet the ex-
ceptional cost of administration. Grant-
ing that they had the right to be con-
sulted as to the principle of better
terms, which we do not admit, but as
they were consulted and assented there-
to, we need take no exception on that
point, they have ueither the knowlgdge
nor the experience, nor are they in a
position to decide impartially, what _the
amount ought to be. We protest against
the assertion that the province onght to
accept as final the adjudication of a
tribunal constituted as was the inter-
Provincial Conference. ‘We take the
position that British -Columbia, having
secured- recognition of the principle upon
which her claims are founded, should
continue to agitate for adequate com-
cessions. x ;

“‘We make no apology:for dealing with
this- important .subject at. this length.
Mr. Macdonpld has presented an issue
to the electorate. He has made better
terms an issue-in-a manner that admits
of no question. We all had thought that
there could pe no two sides to this ques-
tion. We all supposed that every voter
in - the province stood by the resolution
of 1805. But Mr. Macdonald has man-
aged to make an issue. He has done 80
by abandoning the attitude that he has
always taken. He has done so by ac-
cepting the verdict of the Eastern prem-
jers. He has made the issue. It is for
the people :to meet it. Hereafter there
can be no doubt as to the right of the
government to clair(;) that they and their
friends alone stan

FOR BETTER.TERMS.

—_0
WIRELESS TELEPHONES

It-is announceu Irom’ Berlin  that
wireless telephones have been perfect-
ed and are being successfully operated
for a distance of twenty-five ‘miles.
The inventor says that the matterof
telephoning to Tondon without wires
is only a matter of 3 V§I¥ short time,
and that similar communication across
the Atlantic will be quite feasible. The
transmission is done from & tower or
mast, ‘such as is used. for wireless tel-
egraphy. Every one anticipated some

thing .of this kind, but it has come a’

little more quickly than most of us
expected. We do not know tpat -the
world is very greatly.in need of addi-
tional facilities of. communication for
social or business purposes. Some peo-
ple think, when the telephone  Tings
for the twentieth time in an hour, that
we. could dispense with some of those
we have at present. But there . are
some advantages which wireless tele-
phones * will - possess ,that can hardly
be overestimated. It will be invalua-
ble for purposes of coast protection,
because experts will"not be ‘required
to operate it. 'Tt’will perhaps -largely
take place of wireless telegraphy on
ships.  As a meang_\?f communicating
with isolated places It will be exceed-
ingly useful, -eves *Hi1ts range is lim-
ited to. less than:s hundred miles.

We are not advised as to the man-
ner in which wireléss telephonic ' con-
nection will be used practically, but
from the brief description given in the
Berlin: despatch we infer that all the
{inventor at present. contempiates _is
the sending of messages from stations
to corresponding stations. A customer
would put in his call, as he does now
for a long-distance . .message, and be
served in his turn. Later on it may
be possible to dispense with a central
station, but just @at. present, it is
doubtful if mankind is .equal to the
strain of being subject to call at any
hour of the day and night from any
old place from Greenland’s Icy Moun-
tains to India's coral strand. We may
sometimes feel like saying things to
Central, but she is an admirable buf-
fer on many occasions. That beauti-
ful word “busy” has saved lots of peo-
ple lots of trouble.

THE CITY GOVERNMENT.

The ‘City Council for 1907 consists
of Mr. A. J. Morley, mayor; and
Messrs. W. McKay Ross, Lewis Hall,
W. J. Hanna, J. Meston, W. F. Fuller-
ton, W. Gleason, Thornton Fell, R. F.
Verrinder, Anton Henderson -and F. W.
Vincent. The constitution of the Coun-
cil is such that we feel the citizens
may feel that their interests will be
well protected.. Among the. aldermen
there are some strong men who have
had experience in ‘public affairs and
who can, we -think, be trusted to pre-
vent any ill-considered schemes from
being put into execution. The exper-
ience ‘of the Council of 19068 ought to
serve as a guide to the present one.

The great question to be considered
during the year is that of water. There
are other matters of importance which
will ‘come up for consideration, but the
water question in the amount of money
inyolved and in its relation to the
future welfare of the city stands easily
in ‘the first place. It 'is a ques-
tion upon which the city cannot afford
to make any. costly experiments. The
decision to be reached will affect Vic-
toria for a long time to come, and for
that reason. it calls for very:thorough
investigation before action is taken.
The new aldermen have a very serious
responsibility resting upon them in
the premises and the people will watch
with great interest to see how it is dis-
charged.

Ancther very important - matter
whica will occupy thé attention of the
Council is that of school accommoda-
ticn. The School Trustees will have to
co-operate with the Council in arrange-
ments of - this kind, and the gen-
tlemen elected to the Board yester-
day, - Messrs. Huggett, Bishop and
Jay, may be relied on to approach
the requirements of the situation with
good judgment, We think the necessity
of providing ample school accommoda-
tion cannot be too strongly urged. It
will cost money, but that cannot be
helped. For example Victorla West
needs an up-to-date school house, and,
while the. final decision in regard

thereto rests with the ratepayers, their,

decision will depend to a very ‘consid-
erable degree upon the attitude of the
City Council and the School Board to-
wards it. We 'all anticipate a very
considerable increase in the population
of Victoria, and we must make up our
minds that the best possible education-
al faculties will have to be provided.

Speaking in a general way, the above
questions may be said to be those that
are paramount in conngction with the
city. As has been observed above,
others will arise, but the provision of
an adequate water supply, ' and the
maintenance of the public schools at a
standard.at least equal to that of other
cities are by far the most important of
all. The Colonist preposes during the
present year to take a lively interest
in all matters relating to the eity,
and it may say at the outset, once and
for all, that it will approach every
question which arises in a spirit quite
apart from any consideration:of the
source where it originates. The wel-

fare of the city ought to be the: sole
aim of all the citizens. e A

A COOL PROPOSAL

The Lif)era,l papers ‘have never
grown weary of reflecting upon -the
provincial government for the contract
made with the Grand Trunk Pacific
Railway company for the purchase of
Kaien Island, although by the terms
of the sale the province _stands  to
make a very large sum of money. In
a transaction of .this kind the thing
to be looked at‘is not the price paid
by the company, -but the amount,
which the province will ultimately re-
ceive because the company is to es-
tablish  its Pacific terminal upon the
land sold. The price, which the prov-
ince will receive for *its' one-quarter
interest in the townsite, will be far
and away beyond the sum-paid by the
company for the other three quarters,
and the value to the public of the wat-
erfront retairied by the government
can hardly be estimated in dollars and
cents.

But there is land in that vicinity be-
sides Kalen Island, and the most de-
sirable is the Indian Reservation of
13,000 acres, which is practically ad-
jacent to the townsite. This land the
company , has  endeavored to secure,
and newSpaper readers have already
been 'told that the Indians had con-
sented to the sale of :their rights fer
the sum of $7.50 per acre. But the
agreement _entered imnto by .the In-
dians to become valid had to be rati-
fled both by the Dominion government,
which is the guardian of the rights of
the Indians, and by the provincial gov-
ernment, in which is vested the rever-
sionary right to the fee. The title to
the land could not vest in the Com-
pany without the assent of the local
government. This assent the Dominion
government urged - the provincial gov-
ernment to give. It was a cool pro-
posal. No possible objection could be
taken to the Company’s desire to se-
cure the Reservation. That was ‘only
a legitamite piece of business on its
part. If it owned the reservation, its
position would be a commanding one,
and the value of the interest of the
province in the townsite of Prince
Rupext would be very seriously affect-
ed. he reversionery right to an In-
dian reservation may not be of itself
worth very much as a general: thing,
but when it is proposed by a great
railway company to purchase the
rights of the Indians, and place a city
in the land, the .reversion forthwith
becomes very valuable. In refusing to
assent to the request of the Dominion
government, and give -up to the Grand
Trunk Pacific the absolute title to/the
land referred to, $he provincial gov-
ernment showed itself alive to the
pest interests of the province. Let it
be noted that the surrender of the re-
version was to be without a single dol-
lar's consideration. The province was
not to retain any interest in the land
whatever. The Company would-have
the 13,000 acres to use according to
its own sweet will, waterfrontage and
all.

What have -the Liberal Press of
British Columbia to say in defence of
this action on the part of the Do-
minion government? "If it. was bad
policy to sell 10,000 acres: for $10,000,
retaining a one-fourth interest in the
land sold, what shall be said of a pro-
posal to give away 13,000 acres for
nothing, retaining no . interest what-
&Ver? + mvén those ‘persons, who think
that the provincial government might
have stood out for a-little higher price
for Kaien Island, must stand aghast at
the proposal of the Dominion govern-
ment that British .Columbia should
give away 13,000 acres for nothing at
all.

Try and get the situation firmly into
your mind. Here we have Kaien Is-
land, of which = 10,000 .acres were
wanted by the G. T. P. Company. Ad-
jacent to it is an Indian Reservation,
which  the Company also wanted. We
may assume. that the Reservation is
in the opinion of the Company, quite
as valuable as the Kaien Island tract,
seeing that it was willing to pay more
money for -it.. One. tract, the 10,000
acres, was under the control of the
provincial government; the 13,000
acres are under the control of the Do-
minion government. The provincial
government sells the 10,000 on terms
that will mean the enrichment ofthe
provincial treasury ultimately by @
very large sum of money; the Domin-
fon government uses its influence to
persuade the provincial governmenz
to part with the 13,000 acres, not only
without receiving a dollar directly -or
indirectly, but in such a way that it
would greatly reduce the.value of the
interest retained in the 10,000 acres.

We venture to say that if a Liberal
administration had ~been in power,
when this proposition -was made by
the Dominion = government, it would
have at once acceded to the request,
and that today the Grand Trunk Pa-
cific would be: the-absolute owners of
13,000 acres adjacent to what was sold
to them by the provincial government.

OPEN QUESTIONS.

President Roosevelt seems desirous
of settling all outstanding questions
between the United States and Canada,
and nis Scretary of State is to visit
Ottawsa for the purpose of discussing
themn with Earl Grey. It is hardly ne-
cessary to say that His Excellency is
not in a position to settle any ques-
tions of that nature; but one of:the ad-
vantages of our political system is that
it gives us the services in an exalted
position of a man of the personal qual-
ities of Earl Grey, who can carry -on
negotiations in an informal way, with
gsome certainty that the conclusion
which he may reach, is very likely to
be carried into effect by both the Im-
perial government and the.Canadian
ministry. Mr. Root’s position is in one
respect like that of Earl Grey. He also
can only approach the open questions
in a tentative way. He has no author-
ity to come to any decision, although
he may feel very sure that such con-
clusions as he may arrive at will meet
the views of the President. Here the
similarity ends; for the President is
not the final authority as to what the
United States may do in respect to its
foreign relaions,  Earl Grey and Mr.
Root may reach a perfect understand-
ing on every open point. Sir Wilfred
Laurier, on behalf of Canada, may be
fully satisfled that the best possible
arrangement has been arrived at, and
the Colonial office may be ready to
negotiate a treaty on the'lines agreed
upon. President Roosevelt ‘may ac-
cept the solution without question. But
after all this the United States Senate
may so alter any plan that may be
reached that nothing will come of it.

The chief matter in this connection
of interest to the people of Victoria' is
that relating to the sealing industry.
This is peculiarly a Victoria interest.
Most of the stock of the Sealing com-
pany is owned here, and here the. ves-
sels .outfit. Therefore the fate of the
pusiness is a matter of no small con-
cern to us.  Whether or not sealing is as
profitable now as it has been, whether
or not the. Sealing company may use
its money in some other industry is
neither here nor there. The right to
take seals upon the high seas.belongs
to the people of Canada, and if it is to
be surrendered the compensation ought
to be adequate. The proposals hére-
tofores made in an informal way 13
been to the effect that the Cana 3.[‘
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medicine you .need

59 JOHNSON STREET
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cut of the BEEis on the label.
SHOTBOLT’S PIONEER DRUG STORE

BOWES' BRONCHIAL BALSAM

ES. Chemist, 98 Government St.. nr, Yates

*THERE IS A BEE ON IT.”

SHOTBOLT’S Compound Balsam of Honey is just the
for a cold and cough, but be sure the

50 cents a Bottle.
OPPOSITE HOTEL VICTORIA

50c

Trial Size, 25c.—This is the
cough medicine that we would
rather sell than any other in our
store. We know just what it con-
tains, we know that it can be
taken with safety, that its ma-
terials are of the finest quality,
that they are compounded in the
most effective way, that it |is
economical, and that it can be de-
pended on in exigencies. We
should like to have you give it a
trial. We feel sure that it will not
disappoint you. It is suitable to
old and young, to weak and
strong, It is a Cough. Medicine
which you will learn to rely on
and feel safe while it is in the
house. Buy a bottle. It’s worth
trying.

government shall be paid a sum of
money annually. There is nothing
amiss in an arrangement of this kind
on principle.
contemplate such a thing as a 'sur-
render of any right upon the high seas,
necessary for the prosecution of the
general trade and commerce of the
country, there can be no reasonable
objection td#ken to an agreement - to
forego for a terin of years the exercise
of some particular right. If this is done,
however, there ought to be no hesita-
tion on the part of the Dominion gov-
ernment in devoting to the interests of
Victoria and Vancouver Island any
money which ‘the United States gov-
ernment may agree to pay.

THE GREAT ISSUE

The great issue in the campaign iy
better terms.

Mr. Macdonald has made: it the issue.

He has placed his supporters in an
exceedingly difficult position, but they
cannot help themselves. We observe
that the Times has not a word to-say
in his defence. It can not deny that
he has abandoned. the claim- for bet-
ter terms, .because it reported the fact
in its own columns.

There is no longer any use of dis-
cussing what. took place at the Con-
ference or whether Mr. McBride should
or should not have withdrawn. Mr.
Macdonald tells us that he should have
accepted, the decision of the Confer-
ence and appealed to the Dominion
government, not for better terms; but
for larger appropriations.

Mr. Macdonald’s idea is that. the
province should go hat in hand every
yvear to the government asking for
favors.

The position of the government is
that ~ British , Columbia is entitled to
special consideration because of rea-
sons of a permanent character.

This is < the principal issue upon
whti'ch this campaign must be fought
ou

B. C IN LONDON

The article from the Financial News
of London, deprecating any change in
existing political conditions in this
province, will undoubtedly have a good
deal of influence here. At the annual
meeting of -the ‘Bank of ‘Commerce,
the General Manager warned the bus-
iness community that there are signs
of a period of financial stringency.
Eminent United States authorities are
of the same eopinion. The suggestion
is not that we are approaching a pe-
riod of hard ‘times, but only that
money will not be quite as readily ob-
tainable as it now is. ' If on top of
this we have a return in this province
to uncertain politieal conditions, busi-
ness may seriously suffer. = There is
only one Wway by which settled polit-
ical - conditions can " be ‘secured, and
that is by the return of the present
government by a strong majority. It
is not simply that a change from Con-
servative to Liberal rule is not wanted.
Whatever we may think here, in the
money centres the political complex-
ijon of a government counts for very
little. It is a change of any kind at
this juncture against which the prov-
ince ought to guard.

We in this province know that a
change will be very much more serious
than appears on the face. We know
that a government practically’ domin-
ated by such an uncertain factor as
Mr. McInnes would be an actual men-
ace to the province. We know that as
a public man, Mr. McInnes has neyer
shown any sense of responsibility. His
characteristics in this regard may not
at present be known in financial cir-
cles, and hitherto it has not been im-
portant that they should be known
there. But we may make up our
minds that, in the unlikely -chance of
the Liberals coming into. power, his
peculiarities would soon be known and
would at once become a factor in de-
termining the status of the provincein
the minds of investors.

British Columbia cannot afford Mr.
Mclnnes.

AN INDIGNANT VANCOUVERITE.

‘We have a letter from a correspond-
ent, who was in such indignation when
he wrote that he did not complete his
letter and hence we do not know who
he is, but assume that he is a resident
of Vancouver because the subject,
which has aroused his ire was a staté-
ment in the news columns of this
baper that there were sixteen inches
of snow in the Terminal City. He not
only: denies this, but denies it in
language that would make any snow
melt that dared fall anywhere in his
immediate vicinity. He is likewise
amusing, for he fancies the statement
was made with dire intent to exalt
Victoria at the expense.of Vancouver,
and then he reads us a homily upon
the folly of using hot air for any pur-
pose whatsoever. . We_accept our cor-
respondent’s statement that there were
not sixteen inches of snow in Vancou-
ver. If he insists upon it we will ad-
mit that there could not be sixteen
inches of snow in Vancouver. If noth-
ing else will satisfy him we will admit
that it never snows in Vancouver. 'If
there is. any other kind of abject
apology necessary to satisfy his in-
jured feelings we hope he will consider
it as made,

o

A correspondent, referring to Thurs-
day’s election, wants to know how we
explain it. The answer is easy—1809 is
more than 1486.

Under the circumstances it might be
just as well if the city  newspaper
would put a little municipal politics
in their “woman’s pages.” The ladies
have had their way. It'’s dollars to
doughnuts that they won’t like it a
little bit.

We have been informed that the
latting of a certain piece of real es-
te within this city was objected to
by the gunicipal authorities because
it provides for alleys. This statement

While we ought not to:
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MUMM’S

THE WORD

All first-class bars, clubs
and licensed grocery stores
will supply you with

‘6. H.Mumm & Co’s

L Extra Dry )

“ASSESSMENT ACT, 1903."

Notice is hereby given that the Court
of Revision and ‘Appeal for the Victoria
Assessment District. will sit as follows:

At Price's Hotel, Parson’s Brid on
Friday the 18th day of January, 1%‘?, at
11 o'clock a. m.

At the Law Courts, Victoria, on Monday
the 21st of January, 1907, at 10:30 a. m.
THOS. 8. FUTCHER,
Judge of Court of Revision and Appeal.

* TAX NOTICE.
GALIANO ISLAND ASSESSMENT
}  DISTRICT.

Notice is hereby. givem, in . accordance
with the Statutes, that Provincial Revenue
Tax and all assessed taxes and Income tdX,
assessed and levied under the ‘Assess
ment Act, 1903, for the Galiano Island
Assessment District, are due and payabl
for the year 1007, at my office, sitnate al
he Post Office, Galiano Island. This uo-
ice, in terms of law, is equivalent to 2
personal demand by me upon all persous
liable for taxes. ¢

Dated at Gallano Island, B.  C., this 92
day of January, 1907. s

JOSEPH PAGE,
Députy Assessor and Collector.
Galiano Island Assessment District.

is ‘made upon. the information given
by: the owner. Surely there must be
some mistake. Surely it is not pro-
posed to prohibit alleys. One of the
most serious objections to the manner
in which Victoria is laid out is that
there are no alleys in the fear of city
lots. The consequence is the streets
are always more or less obstructed LY
articles that would be taken in and
out by way of alleys, if such existed.
To assent to a platting of 30-foot 10ts
without alleys is, a very serious error.
and in view of the fact that there will
undoubtedly be a good many more
plattings filed during the next
few months, we think it is highly de-
sirable rather that alleys should bein-
sisted upon than that they should be
objected to. One advantage of alleys
is that they afford a means wherebY
telephone and electric light wirescan
be kept off the streets.

.It is thought that the general elec-
tion will be brought on in Manitoba
at a very early day. Report fixes th
18th or 19th of February as the dal
of the dissolution of the legislaturec.

i)

As nearly as we can make out, t'
Times has fifty-seven seats in the lec
lature safely carried by the Liberal~.
They have carried Alberni three tim
over already; Esquimalt twice, and
is hard to keep tally of the times the:
are carrying Saanich. In the mea
while the Conservative candidates ar”
doing very well, thank you.

The grant in aid of Kingston
posed in Parliament at Ottawa, is
000, to be supplemented by a sin
amount, if it is found necessary. I
sum is not large; but with the limited 1
formation available, no one can_ &1
that it is not sufficinet. We would 1o’
like the impression to go abroad tha
Canada considers even $100,000 2s
limit of ity oblightiond in this efer

gency.
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