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FAIR PLAY TO BRITISH CO-
LUMBIA.

The Victoria Political Organization at
the beginning of the campaign addressed
a letter. to Messrs. Turner, Rithet,
~Helmcken and anden, asking if they
“would. allow their names to be submit-
“ted as candidates for re-election. Replies
were received from all these gentlemen,
‘and the following was that of Mr.
Rithet. It was dated at San Francisco,
May 17, 1898, and addressed to Munro
Miller, Esq., secretary of the Victoria
Political Organization. - Mr. Rithet said:
“I received your letter of the 11th inst.
The matter referred to has been having
my serious attention for some time past,
and I regret to say that, so far as I can
at the preseat time judge, I will not be
able to be submitted as a candidate for
re-election to the provincial parliament.
I do this with a great deal of reluctance
because I would like to again become a
member to see certain things carried
through which I think are in the inter-
ests of British Columbia, particularly in
regard to the fiscal relations between the
province and the Dominion government,
which in my judgmept require to be
prominently brought before the people of
the province at the coming election. We
are, as a province, getting decidedly the
“worst of the game under the exigting
conditions. That these conditions should
be changed cannot be questioned; and I
feel confident that on a proper represen-
tation the re-adjustment of matters
might be accomplished. I fear, how-
ever, that my time during the next year
or so- will be so.occupied at this point
as to prevent my giving sufficient time
to my duties if elected to the legisla-
ture, and I dislike exceedingly to under-
take a responsibility of that kind and not
be able to give it proper and sufficient
attention. I beg, therefore, that you will
«osnvey to the organization my thanks
for having suggested my name, and ex-
press my great, regret that I do not see
‘my way to accept nomination at the pre-
-sen¢ time. The lines on which it is pro-
wosed to. proceed—by having local poli-
tics i8 no way connectéd with Dominion
‘politics—is, I think, a wise one.”

‘Mr. Rithet’s standing in this commun-

fity makes this letter of great interest
;and importance. In it are expressed
sthe -opinions of a practical business man
with wide interests not in this city alone,
‘but in other parts of the province. They
:are the views of one who is closely in
‘touch with public affairs and with almost
-everything which tends to promote the
prosperity of the province. What he
says, therefore, will be  given great
weight not only by the people of Vie-
rtoria but throughout British Columbia.
‘We draw attention first to Mr. Rithet’s
«expression of opinion as to the desira-
*bility of keeping federal and provincial
spolitics “apart. Mr. Rithet, as is well
skmown, is a Con%ervative, but he realizes
:as the majority of business men realize,
ithat the interests of British Celumbia
have little:in common with the interests
‘of the parties who are striving for su-
premaecy at Ottawa. In this respect he
may be regarded as representative.
Having no political ambitions of his own
to gratify, he is well able to form an
opinion on the question of combining
the two branches of our political life,
:and his judgment appears to be unequiv-
-vwcally against such a union.

The second and most important point
“brought out'in this letter is that in re-
-gard to the claims of the province upon
dhe Dominion, Colonist readers will re-
fiiember that during the session of 1897
Mr. Rithet gave especial attention to
this subject, and the lengthy and able
‘speech which he delivered in connection
iherewith will probably serve as a foun-
dation for the case which -the govern-
ment will hereafter present to Ottawa.
We do not think that enough is being
made of this great question.. We do not
believe that the people of the province
fully realize what it implies. ‘Especially
are we of the opinion that the people of
Wancouver Island do not grasp the full
significance of the demand upon the Do-
sminien government for fair play, Itisa
fact that cannot be gainsaid that the
«chief tendency in recent years on the
jpart of the government and legislature
has been for the development of the
Mainland, and this was right and pro-
per enough, because the demands of the:
Mainland were very much greater and
mere pressing than those of the Island.

. "We do not think that there is any jeal-
.omsy on the part of the people of Van-
.couyer Island in this connection. The
fact that they have hitherto sustained
the government handsomely and will sus-

“tgin them handsomely at the present
election, shows that they fully recognize
the justice of the line of policy which
“has been followed. But there are many
things which the people of Vancou-
-ver Istand requite, many things which
sought to be done to advance the inter-
~ests of the city of Victoria; and among
~them are especially the development of
‘the Island itself and of the northwest
coast of the Mainland. It fortunately
so happens that anything which may be
.done in. these lines will be beneficial to
‘Vanceuvér and that portion of the prov-
iince as well as to Victoria and the Is-
tand. Hence, there is no reason for any
ymisunderstanding or sectional feeling in |
regard to the policy which we have now
4n view. The interior, which is don-
tributing largely to the political rev-
enues, makes large demands upon those]
revenues and will continue to make them
in the future, so that for the develop-
ment of Vancouver Island and the north-
west coast it will be hardly possible to
count upon any money received from the
intevior. It is also very evident that
without laying undue burdens upon the
people, ‘it would be difficult to Inaug-
suraté any very extensive system of de-
svelgpment ;in the Coast region. We

sn?

e A

one and may be expected to continue,

'beld office in ‘a government, or ‘been a

are, therefore, compelled to look to Ot-
tawa for that measure of justice which
will enable the needed improvements to
be made. It is for this reason that we
say that the demand for fair play es-
pecially appeals to the people of Van-
couver Island. i

Let it not. be understood that the Col-
onist claims that this is a local ques-
tion. It touches every part of the prov-
ince, it touches every part of the Do-
minion. It is one of the most import-
ant questions which can be submitted to
the parliament of Canada. We might
almost say that in proportion as the
Dominion does justice to this province
S0 as to .enable it to inaugurate those
great systems of development, without
which its progress will be slow, so will
the progress of the western part of the
Dominion be. The voters should resolve
that nothing, which they may do or may
'leave undone, can be cited against any
claim that will be advanced on behalf
of this province at Ottawa.

We again draw attention to the fact
that as yet onlys one opposition paper
in the province has referred to this
claim for fair play, namely, the Vicforia
Times, which has expressed the hope
that it will utterly fail. We know per-
fectly well that if by any misfortune
the province should come into the hands
of a party led by Mr. Joseph Martin it
would be powerless to make its influence
felt at Ottawa., Nothing will be de-
manded by such a party which will not
be prompted by a desire to promote the
individual interests of its members rather
than those of the province at large. The
demand, we repeat, is not a partizan
one. It is not made because Sir Wilfrid
Laurier is in power at Ottawa. It is
not made to embarrass anyone, It is
.the expression of the rights of a prov-
ince which has not yet received its full
meed of justice. We call upon the elect-
ors to remember that every vote which
they cast for the Hon. Mr. Turner or
any of his supporters is a vote for the
rights of the province, and that any vote
that shall be cast for the opposition is
a vote for'a party which has declared
that these rights do not exist and that it
hopes - the demand for their re-
cognition will utterly fail. We call up-
on the voters to stand by Hon. Mr. Tur-
ner and fair play for British Columbia.

e ————————————

NO ROOM FOR ANNEXATIONISTS.

There”is no room in British Columbia
for annexationists. There are in the
United States to-day nearly a million
Canadians, who have goune there to better
their condition financially; Some of
them have determined to remain there
permanently and have become citizens
of that country. Others regard their stay
there as only temporary and hence have
retained their British allegiance. 'There
are in Canada to-day thousands of Can-
adians, who have returned after a. resi-
denpe, more or less prolonged, in the.
United States, and who have brought
back with them to the land of their birth
a better appreciation of the institutions
of British countries than they had be
fore going away. There are a number
of native-born American citizens in Can-
ada, who have become British subjects
and are as distinguished for their loyalty
to the flag of the country which is now |
their home as could be desired. This f
movement of population backward and f
forward across the border is a naturai
While we all desire to see as few Can-
adians as possible leave the Dominion,
we all recognize that it is inevitable
that there will always be more or less
of a current setting to the South, and
the friends of those, who seek what they
think are better opportunities in that
country, wish them every success and
prosperity. We venture to say that ol
all the host that has left the¢ Dominion
to make their home in the United States,
it would not be possible to discover a cor-
poral’s guard of annexationists. If there
is one thing, which more than another a
residence in the United States instils in-
to the mind of an intelligent man, it is
that Canadian institutions are preferable
to those of that country, and we are sat-
isfied that the feeling of Canadians in the
republic would be all but unanimously

clude to break off British commection.

If there are these in Canada who think
that American institutions are better
than our own, and who believe that this
country ought to be annexed to the Unit-
ed States, the proper course for them to
take is to remove to that country. There
is no room in Canada for the man who is
opposéd to British connection. He can-
not be so opposed and be a true son of
Canada.  Whatever can be said of, the
public men of the Dominion, this must
be admitted, that they are singularly free
from the annexation taint. We do not
recall a single individual now holding a
prominent public position, who can be
accused of entertaining annexation senti-
ments. /The case of Mr. John V. Ellis,
M.P., is sometimes cited as proof that a
man may be an annexationist and yet
represént a parliamentary constituency;
but no one can. cite a line from any of
Mr. Ellis’ writings or a word from any
of his speeches to warrant such an asser-
tion. We speak with much positiveness
upon this point, because we know what
the facts are. Mr. Ellis is only a private
member of parliament. He has. never

minister of the crown. The case of Mr.

Joseph Martin is exceptional and almost
unique. There have been men in: Can-
ada, who have exppessed sentiments in
favor of annexation, but have afterwards
abandoned them and come to occupy high
position in the gift of the people; but Mr
Martin is, we believe, the only person
who, while holding a portfolis in a gov-
ernment and occupying the position of a
sworn minister of the crown, has ex-
pressed himself @s favorable to handing
Canada over to the Ufited States, If
there is anothersuch instance, we would
like some one to cite it. . Mr. Martin:

expression that has been quoted was used
privately at a dinner. We do not see
how this alters the case, and wherever
it was said, it,was given sufficient pub-
licity to lead Sir John Macdonald to re-
fuse to have anything turtlgr to do with
him and to confine his negotiations there-
after on Manitoba questions “to inter-
views with Mr. Greenway.

The province of British Columbia is
not so badly off for public men that it
must place itself in the hands of one who
entertains sentiments favorable to annex-
ation. Mr. Martin has not even intimat-
ed that he has abandoned such views.
He was ani annexationist at the date of
the incident just mentioned. If he is no
longer one, when did he cease to be one?
Will he tell the people when he became
a loyal British subject, if he is one? It
is his duty to explain his position if he
can. He has no right to seek the suf-
frages of a loyal peeple, while nourishing
disloyalty in his heart. The man who,
would accept an office in the gift of the
crown, while entertaining sentiments
Lostile to the dominion of the crown on
this continent, is a traitor in disguise. It
has suited the purposes of the opposition
press to hound, with all the epithets
which they can invent, one, who at one
time, contemplated becoming an Ameri-
can citizen, even though he is asking
nothing from the people, but a right to
make a living. Yet this same press is
laboring day and night to advance to the
premiership of this great province a man
who,, while sworn to ‘allegiance to Her
Majesty,' openly avowed sentiments that
are treasonable. The people of B;;itish
Columbia have now an opportuaity to ex-
press their opinion of annexationists. Let
them do it by defeating Joseph Martin
and every man who stands ready to help
him into the premiership.

THE OUTLOOK.

There is no longer any room for doubt
that the govertithent will be handsomely
sustained at the forthcoming election. We
have reached this conclusion after giving
full weight to all the claims that can rea-
sonably be made by the opposition. It
is never good policy to underrate the
strength of an opponent nor to enter into
a contest without conceding to one's
self the possibility of being defeated.
Over-confidence has before now led to
the overthrow of strong candidates and
strong parties. We therefore think it
good policy rather to underate than to
overrate the chances of our political
friends. An estimate published in the
Rossland Miner gives the division of
parties in the next house at, government,
24; opposition, 14; and this, it indicates,
is the opinion which the Premier has
formed from his tour through the proy-
inee. There is a possibility that the op-
position may secure even fewer seats
thax this, but some of the comstituencies
are close and the proverbial uncertainty
of eleetion dxy will alter any ealculation
to somse extent one way eor the other.
There are 38 members in the legislature.

invite readers to an analysis of the fol-
lowing table, in ~which we inelude no

‘'seats thatl are in any reo,gonulﬂ'e' doubt as

to their retwrning government supporters:

East Kootenay

North Nanaimeo

Comox «....

Cowichan ...

South Victovia
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‘We select these comstituencies becamse
even the opposition must concede: the
government willi carry them. They will
return twenty-one members, or twe
more = than a majority. We hawe
not inclwded Nanaimo city and  South
Nanaimo in the lis# because the oppesi-
tionists claim that they have a fighting|
chance there, and tihe same remark. ap-
plies to North Victovia. We are con-|
fident that these tliree eonstituencies wiil|
return government camdidates, but for the|

purposes of the preseat calculation, whichj

is only intended to shew ‘where a' work-|
ing majority can. be got beyond the

one of regret, if Canada should con-|[#¢85St ~messible question, we dismiss them|

from consideraiton, We have included|
in the list' the two Ebquimalt seats, be-}
cause our advices: ave that this riding is|
certain to return two gevernment candi- ;
dates. We- have only elaimed one seatt|
in Cariboo,. because: the opposition admii |
that the gowernment will have one seat
there.. We fully expeet two, but will for
the presentt purposes only reckon one.
We have eliminated: Vancouver from tie
list entirely, although it is cefain as any-
thing can Be that twe, and perhaps alk,
of the gowernment eandiddtes will be
elécted thtieve. We lmve even left out se
safe a constituency as Rossland. We ask
the voters-to carefully eonsider. the abeve
constituencies and teo strike out of the
list any which they think the opposition
can count upon and then to take the oth-
er seventeen seats which as as follows:
Vancouwer, 4; Nanaimo city, 1; Seuth
Nanaime; I; Delta, 1; Baich'mond, 1;'New
Westminster, 1'; West Yale, 1; East Yale,
1; Rewelstoke, T; Slocan, 1; Nelsom, 1;
Rossland, 1; €ariboo, 1; North Viectoria,
1. Will any man who understandi the
situation in British Columbia claim that
the eopposition ecan carry all these 17
seats? We do not think so. But if they
could carry all these 17 seats whese could
they get a sufficient number of votes to
give them a majority in the howse? We
think the most expert figurer in the opo-
think the most expert figurer in the oppo-
sition ranks would find himself puzzled
to answer, this question satisfactorily to

himself. As a matter of fact, the g

ment stands an equal chanee with
rosition in earrying any of the

ed in the last list, and even
oppositionists themselves eon

they do not hope to secure the b

we have said the only object of the above
statement is to demonstrate the absolute
certainty that the government is ghso-
lttely sure of a majority and that the

Twenty will constitute a majority. We|

'done this,

MR. MARTIN'S BLUFF.

Mr. Joseph Annexationist Martin has
issued a challenge to Mr. A. E. McPhil-
lips to discuss an incident in Mr. Mar
tin’s political career. Mr. McPhillips
made the following statement upon
which the challenge is pased:

“Referring again to the government

said such a policy had once been propos-
ed in Manitoba and one of the chief op-

seph Martin, He instead brought about
the constfuction of the Northern railway,
in the charter of ywhich there was a
$500 a mile clause. Thé Free Press
newspaper went into the question of
this $300 a mile and made a serious
charge against Joseph Martin. Mr.
Martin brought an action for damages
but the jury decided the case in favor
of the Free Press. A new trial was
allowed, but Mr. Martin never brought
the case to a second trial.”

This is either true or it is not true.
If Mr. Martin admits it to be true, then
there is nothing to discuss. If he wishes
to say it is not true, let him so state.
Until he has pleaded to the indictment
preferred by Mr. McPhillips, that gen-
tleman will, if he will be advised by the
Colonist, tréat the challenge with the
contempt it deserves.

~ We have very satisfactory advices
from West Yale, where Mr. McKay
-is contesting the seat in the government
interest against Mr. Semlin. ‘It Mr.
McKay does not win, the reason will be
rather a curious one. 'Mr. Semlin’s- for-
mer constituents, like every one else
who knows him, feel very kindly to-
wards him and they are disposed to re-
sent the cavalier manner in which he
has been treated by the opposition. Many
of them feel like sending him back to
t'he house simply to show that they be-
lieve the attempt to displace him from
the leadership is an act of extreme un-
fairness. Mr, McKay is putting up a
very excellent campaign, and if it were
not for this feeling of sympathy for his
opponent would be quite sure of success.
As it is he will have to fight hard for
t}le seat; but the present trend of pub-
lic se'ntiment shows that he is very likely
To win it. That he makes an excellent
u'flpression upon the voters will be recog-
nized as only what was to be expected
by all who know him. He has been a
long time resident of this province and
occupied a position of great trust and
responsibility in a business way. He is
a thoroughly good business man and
knows the wants of the interior of the
province about a swell as any man can.
For years his connection with the ex-
press company brought him in contaect
with men in all lines of industry, and his
duties compelled him to familiarize him-
self with the conditions existing' over a
very large section of country. He would
make an excellent representative, and
although the Colonist would miss: Mr.
Semlin’s familiar face from the legisla-
ture, it hopes that the electors of West
Yale will decide to send Mr. Mcﬁay to
the House, for he would be a represen-
tative whose presence there would be

a great' advantfage to the province as a
whole, ;
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The Rossland Times says that the
miners are not doing the kicking against
the mining license but that objection to
it is simply a party cry by 'which the
opposition hope to win in mining dis-
tricts. It very justly remarks that the
idea of compelling coal miners to take
out a license is absurd, and that it
would be just as reasonable to tax farm-
ers and millers. Undeubtedly the Times
takes the correct view of the matter. It
will-be necessary to alter the law so as
to relieve men who are not miners in
the sense contemplated by the act, but
that it will ever abolish or that the per-
sons to whom it was intended to apply
desire it to be abolished, cannot be con-
ceded for a moment. As the Times
says, no prospector desires o see the
Iaw changed. .

SRl i kb
One of the pet cries of the’ opposition
is that the government has alienated

practically all the public domain. We

have seen it stated specifically in more
than one of the opposition papers and

'have heard it more than once said in

the legislature that the government has
Now, as a matter of fact,
the area of British Columbia is upwards
of 220,000,000 acres, and of 'this only
10,000,000 acres Liave been alienated; or
one acre out of every 22, This hardly
bears out oppesition contention, but it
is about as near the truth as the average
oppositionist can easily get when he dis-
cusses the poliay of the local govern-
ment.

RASH AND INDISCREET.

To the Editonz The denial uttered by
Mr. Richard Halll to Ceol. Gregory’s asser-
tion that he was a tool of the B. & N. rail-
way would not be comsidered the retort
courteous on ordinary occasions, but ones
can forgive a  man of Mr. Hall's sterling;
independence for giving the lie direct to
the over-rash amd unduly confident ColoneR

his many yeans” business career in Vietoriay

the willing ar unwilli tool of any ser-
pol&ntl(;nd‘or e::';]lv'l:dun&.:l!g 5
an ndependent spirit are among: the
strong features of his character. g
Col. Gregery has apparently based!/ his
assertion em. the fact t Mr. Haml be-
sides being a ship-owner and general insur-
ance ggemt, retails an excellent grade of
Wellingtom coal, wholesaled by the- Dums-
n'lulrs. This being the theéory .of" Col.
Gregory: with regard to another, it is omdy
reasonable to apply it to himself. During
the last session of the legislataure, Col.
Gregoxy was' employed by Mackengie &
Manm, as soliciter, to look after a railway
bill im which they were interested: There
fore Col. Gregory, having had’' business
deal with this firm, must, from his own
reaseming, be a tool of Mackengie, Mann &
Co. T don’t believe this to De the case;
however, the Hiustration only goes te prove

cal hopers move careful |
making assertions as to the ch&rnc;élb sing

ngahi—ln Mr. Hall's presence, at any Tate—
repeat the indiscretion he commtt{ed on
Tuesday evening, CHEE CHAKO,

e A e S
« No other preparation has ever done so
‘many people so mueh good as Heod’s

says in his own defence that the

only guestion is to what its numerical
strength will be, i3

Sarsaparilla, America’s Greatest Medi-
cine, S W M

ponents of the policy was this man Jo- B

;F‘old Wholesaie by the Proprietors |

To those who have kmown Mr. Hall durlng?.

there are none who would think 8f him as|

His blunt honesty:|

i Dro
that youthfur and indiscreet aspiran
o Sp! ts for

ownership of railways, Mr. McPhillips | &

Castoria is Dr, Samuel Pitcher’s. prescription for Infants
:and Children. It contains neither Opium, Morphine nor
other Narcotic substance. It is a harmiess substitute
for Paregoric, Drops, Soothing Syrups and Castor Oil.
It is Pleasant. Its guarantee is thirty years’ use by
Millions of Mothers. Castoria, destroys Worms and
allays Feverishmess. Castoria prevents vomiting Sour
Curd, cures Diarrhoca and 'Wind Colic. Castoria relieves
Teething troubles, cures Constipation and Flatulency.
Castoria assimilates the Food, regulates the Stomach
and Bowels, giving healthy and natural sleep. Castoria
is the Children’s Panacea—the Mother’s Friend.

Castoria. Castoria.

s Castoria is an excellent medicine for| ¢ Castoria is so well adapted to children
children. Mothers have repeatedly told me | that I recommend it as superior to any pre-
of its good effect upon their children.” scription known to me:”’
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ARE YOU GOING 7O KLONDYKE

It requires.twe kinds of capital to make this venture. The man who goes through
must have strength and nerve as well as meney. Money will not earry you through
tive long weeks of exposure to'cold and hardship. Strength will:countthen. There will
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Will Make You Strong.
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on the Excelsiora few weeks ago. %
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Mea," sealed sent, free by mail. = Adf@vess Y

.

DR. A. T. SA1<IDON, 156 James St., Montreal. Quebec

Suberbe fo the Somi-Weekly (oo

{

o

WHAT i

Fourteen The
Strongly Ent
sisted by (4

Eighteen Thousd
Four Thousan
Attack

They Must Mov
tiago or Reck
Advanchy

Washington, Jung
prevails -here that
or most General
gun his attack- upoy
proper without awd
Numerically the op|
very different, the d
ish army being pla
are entrenches and
fences and block

* about 18,000 men
mander aided by 4,(
the greatest eleme
however, is the Sp
unless Shafter is n
Sampson, who migh
tention of the Spani
upon the American 4
be very hard to mee

The military authd
ereal Linares has s
tact in slowly reti
few days as he has §
troops away from
American ships at §;
this reason it was
announcement was
Shafter had succeeds
artillery, including: -
unless Sampson can
his way into the has
Spanish ships these
an the heights comm:
be tl&e main reliance
in offsetting the pres
ish ironeclads.

It was announced
rent that by their
should be leaving Ta
Shafter, They will
days on the voyage.
General Shafter refe
too late for his action

It is probable thal
will be taken to throw
cans and Cubans betw
and General Linares,
latter is on the east h
man fofa sortie.

- Admiral Sampson h
‘Admiral Cervera’s fle
the upper harbor of

With the soldiers lax
yesterday and Gene
transported from the
men in all have been (
vicinity of;Santiago
Judge Hphspn, fath

son, has 1ved .at

_the follo g cable fro
tiago de Cuba, Jun
continues good, Fe
about me.”

~

London, June 30.—
nounces this morning
States has purchased ]
andria, Boadicea, Vil
and Winifred, of the
ness and Eland line, a
each with a tonnage 6

The Port Said co
Chronicle telegraphing
“Admiral Camara exj
morrow (Thursday) le
boat destroyer here.
Audaz will occupy
The Colon has landed
from smallpox.,’”

Madrid, June 29.—
is very bitter against
of her supposed un
ing Adniiral Camara’
subject is warmly. dis
lic places though officia

In an interview thig

"General Correa, minis

the government had
from Cuba, but took a
the situation. He 3
miral Camara’s squady
passage of the Suez

nounced that the Vi
Alfonso XIII.  and

- armored cruisers, are

third squadron. The
Cardinal Cisneros and
boat Dona Maria de
eral auxiliary cruisers
that are to be includ

SULTATION FREE.
DO NOT

write at once for free b
.and valuable information
references an

always

. pondence conﬁden. e




