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T he Colonist,

such matters, . Every nation has a right

" FRIDAY, \LP’I‘LME;:.R 67H, 1889,

to have its flag respected in the waters
of a friendly power, and to take forcible

THE ()PP()A] TION EXHORTERS

The opposition since their defeat in
Victoria are, we observe, exhorting each

The

other to organize and to register..
advice is good. Organization in a-poli-

tical party is an excellent thing, and
every man, no matter what party he be-

longs to, who has a right to ‘the fran-
chise, should lose no time in having his
name placed on the list of voters. The

privilege of voting for members of  the
legislature is a valuable one. - No man
can be sure that ‘a time ‘may not come

soon when his own interests and the in-

terests of his fellow citizens will require

him to use the political power with

which the law invests himn on the side
It is

which he considers the right one.
1o evidence of either moral or intellec-

tual superiority to despise, or to affect to
despise, the political affairs of the pro-

vince in which a man has- made his
home.
is of interest to me.” In the same way

of a commonwealth, be
shoyld comsider

a member
it ever so small,
it his duty to take
in its affairs, and to do what he can to
promote the general welfare. Thereare
times when he can do this most effect-
ively by an mtelhgent and independent
exercise of the franchise. We, there-

fore,have no fault ta find with those who |

advise their fellow-citizens to organize
and register.

But when they ask their fellow-citi-
zens to organize and register, not for the
P sose of advancing the prospenty‘ of
the province, but for that of defeating
the (Fovernment in power, Wwe aurely

cannot be considered unreasongble’ ‘when|

we ask them to give a reason for the ad-
vice they tender. What has the party in
powerdone todeservetobedefeatedutthe
polls ? If it is said*the party is all right,
we have nothing to say against
the party ; what we wish todo isto
deprive the members of the present Rob-
son Government of their-offices,” we
may surely enquire what has that Gov-
ernment done to deserve deposition? It
is a very young Government, indeed. It
has not yet had the chance of déing any-
thing either very bad or very good. The
men who would defeat a Government
only a few weeks old must be very un-
reasonable indeed. Their opposition to
it must be an opposition of prejudice
and unreasoning dislike. Fairminded

men do not prejudge either an individ-

ual or a government. They do not
condemn either the one or the other be-
fore it has committel a single fault.
When the Robson Government has been
given a trial, when it has
formulated a policy and time has been
allowed it to succeed or fail, will be the
time to call upon the electors - to organ-
ize and register their votes for the pur-
posc of defeating it. The old and just
sentence was ‘“ You have been weighed
in the balance and found wanting,” but
the local Opposition has found a new
rule of judgment. = It says: ** You
have been found wanting without being
weighed in the balance.” This is surely
most unjust as well as most unwise.
Both the Conservative Party and the
Robson Government—the latter in the
earliest days of its infancy—were called
bef8te the bar of Public Opinion in this
city. Their opponents did their best to
convince the citizens of Victoria that
neither the party nor the Government
was worthy of their confidence.
The Opposition drew up their
bill of indictment against the party and
against the men who form the present
administration. It wasvery far indeed
from being a formidable one. An intel-
ligent and impartial jury would pro-
nounce every one of their charges
“frivolous and vexatious.” Against
the policy of the Government they had
not one word to say. On the contrary,
they gave it their unqualified approval.
They declared it was their* policy also.
All that was left them to do was pre
sumptuously to asstimé to read the
hearts of the leader of the Government
and some of its members, and to declare
that they were not in their hearts in
favor of the policy they promulgated.
An Opposition forced to take this weak
and childish course must.indeed Le po-
litically poverty-stricken ! When called
upon to make. specific = chargesx
against the men they . vilified, . their
poverty and their disingennousness were
quite as conspicuvus. Tt was proved
that what was laid to the Conservative
party’s charge as'a crime with regard to
school matters was a liberalization of
their own policy. When Mr. Beaven
and his friends tried to make good their
accusstion that the late Government
tried to make a political machine of the
school law, it was proved beyond .con-
troversy that the feature in that law
which they condemned. was . contained
in a very objectionable form in the law
passed by Mr. Beaven when he was
First Minister. When Mayor Grant
undertook to make a -specifie charge
against the present Premier, it was
proved on the spot, and from - his own
authority, that Mr. Robson had acted
in a way directly the opposite of that
charged by the honest and ‘‘consistent”
member for Cassiar, When the citi-
zens of Viectoria saw how = flimsy
and how groundless were the charges
brought against the Conservative party
and the members of the present admin-
istration they, in spite of the  extraor-
dinary efforts of the Opposition to pro-
cure a condemmationof the Government,
returned a verdict in their favor, And
we believe that futhre elections will
have the su.ne result. - The Opposition
iswithout «. aistinciive policy. Its-or-

A wise man once said, “‘I am a
man, and anything that affects mankind

his part

possession of a foreign ship, even for an
hour, is an a.ct of authority ‘for which
sufficient omue wust be shown. We
have enquired of . the proper authority
and we find : that the captain of the
J. H. Hustede did not violate any
of  the regulations of the port of
Esquimalt.  No
the Harbor. Master repect.mg him or his
vessel, and no request was sent to him
to have her removed from the berth
she occupied. If the captain of a ship
violates any harbor regulation as to
anclmring or mooring, or if his vessel is
in the way of any other ship coming
into or at anchor in the harbor, the
Harbor Master is the proper person to
apply to, to have it removed. He is
vested with ample authority to regulate
the shipping in the port. The law, in
times of peace at any rate, recognizes
no other authority. If we are rightly
informed, : Admiral Heneage has no
more authority in the  harbor as
to the disposition of merchant ves-
sels than any other commander of
a ship. For him then to send
& detachment of sailors on ‘board the
J. H. Hustede to remove her was a
stretch of power for which there is no
authority. Such an act was also a
breach of the hospitality which it is the
duty of all British subjects, and particu-
larly of all officers in Her Majesty’s
service, to exteénd to the vessels of a
friendly power entering a British-harbor
for the purpose of trade. The Lieut.-
Governor is the highest official entrusted
with the administration of the law in
this province, and even he could not be
justified in taking by the collar an un-
offending citizen or foreigner whom he
might regard as standing in his way,
and removing him to another place.
On British soil public officials are not
permitted to invent offences and to
punish . them. If the captain of
the J. H. Hustede had violated any
port regulation, or if his vessel occu-
picd a position which interfered with
the movements of the squadron under
the Admiral’s command, it was the
easiest thing in the world to make the
proper representations to the port
officer, and he would have her removed
without any disturbance or unnecessary
de'ay. As it is, we fear that he has ex-
ceeded his authority and treated with
indignity & subject of the Emperor of
Germany, who had been guilty of no
offunce against the laws of the province
or the regulitions of the port.

It is believed by some that Constance
Cove has been set apart for the exclu-
sive use of the ships of Her Majesty’s
navy. There was talk of such d reserva-
tion' some time ago, but the proposal
did not meet with the approval of the
Dominion Government, so that ships
of war have no peculiar rights in the
harbor at Esquimalt. They are subject
to the same rules and regulations as
morchant vessels. There has happily
hitherto been no difficulty between the
merchant shipping and the ships of war
in the port of Esquimalt, and we trust
that the little disagreeableness of yes-
terday and the day before will - be fol-
lowed: by ‘no )!
We append Raule IV., of the Rnles and
Regulations for the government of cer-
tain ports in the provinces of Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec, On-
tario, British Columbia and Prince Ed-
ward Island :

‘‘Rule IV.—If any ship or vessel ar-
riving and anchoring, or being moored
or fastened to an 1y~ wharf or vessel in
'the harbour shall be somoored or placed
as to 'be unsafe or dangerous to any
other ship or vessel previously lying at
anchor in the harbour, or moored or
fastened as aforesaid, the Harbour Mas-
te: or hu deputy is hereby authorized
to forthwith order and di-
rec.t the situation of such ship or vessel
so arriving and  anchored, moored or
fastened as aforesaid, to be altered in
such o manner as to prevent ‘such inse-

conseq!

Nations are exceedingly sensitive on |
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—has taken to . philosophizing on resi-

not know about the matter.

represents. He is, too, an Englishman
and he represents a Scotch constituency.
In Canada neither Sir John Macdonald

have been elected to.represent. .In
France a dozen departments; contended

Deputies. Constituencies in “mo coun-
try are so narrow and so séctional as to
tie themselves down to residential re-
presentation.

There is one little factor in this ques-
tion ‘which our contemporary, Liberal
though it calls " itself, quite overlooks,
and that is, the will®of the people.
People who are really free and who want
to remain free will not consent to be
restricted in the choice of representa-
tives. - When a comstituency seés’a man
whom the majority of those that com-
pose it desire to represent them in the
popular branch of the Legislature, they
will not permit any man or any body of
men to prevent them ' choosing him.
This is why the property qualification
has been abolished in Great Britain,
Canada and elsewhere.
found that the possession of houses, and
lands and ready money does not give a
man brains,%er knowledge, or energy,
or public spirit, or patriotism—all of
them essential qualifications of a repre-
sentative of the people; so they abol-
ished the property qualification, in or-
der that they might be in a position to
avail themselves of the services of the
best man, whether he was a man of
property, or whether he was as poor as
the proverbial church mouse. In the
same way they refuse to be ham-
pered by the residence qualifica-
tion which the Liberal Times would
fain set up. They know well that prop-
erly qualified men cannot be raised to
order in a district, neither are they to be
found at every roadside. Free and in-
dependent electors want to get the men
they like best, and they will not suffer
any clique of small-minded politicians
to dictate to them where they must go
to find him. They want to have the
choice of all the good men of the coun-
try, and who is to say them nay ?

We are surprised that our contem-
porary, in order to gain what it con-
siders a temporary and a local advan-
tage, would think of setting up a re-
strictive r«’e which, perhaps, the day

after to-morrow it would, if it dare, re-

pudiate.

The safe rule, and the really liberal
rule, is to leave the people of the elec-
toral district or county perfectly free to
choose their representative. No goed
can come of hampering them in any
way. When it was proposed to abolish
the property qualification the narrow-
minded politicians, and the politicians
who distrusted the people, stood aghast.
They prophesied that when once needy
men were allowed to enter Parliament
that body would be filled with adven-
turers, and its character would be so
greatly lowered that it would become
an object of contempt. Legislation too,
they predicted, would be such as would

make property insecure, and good-
ness . knows what else  would
happen. Well, the property qualifi-

cation was abolished and matters in
Parliament went on pretty much in the
old way. None of the evils that were
apprehended afflicted the country. In
the same way the evils which the Times
conjures up as the consequence of non-

cur utyanddmger-andehe st pi-
lot or other charge of such
a&p or vessel lhdl comply with the or-

'S ml:lm dlrectlonl o:lu e Harbour M;a
ter or deputy in this respect, under
the penalty of Twenty Dollars for eech
and every offence.”

Seeing that the. Harbor Master hu
the anthority: to order the removal of
the ship, and as he knows that the part
of the harbor that the J. H. Hustede
oceapies is needed by the Admiral for
on'of his ships, it:-would be the proper
thing for the Harbor Master to order
the German barque to some part of the
harbor where she would not interferé
withymovements of the squadron. This
would put an end to. an 1

residential representation are altogether
imaginary. The legion of ‘‘dummies”
with which, according to it, the Legis-
lative Assembly will be filled if the pre-
sent system is allowed to continue, is a
mere soareqrow dressed up  to frighten
1. mded rl Non_ | +
representanves are not generally ‘“‘dum-
mies,” They'afe nearly always men of
mark, who are seletted on account of
their capacity. It is the man who has
no other claim to be elected than that
he has been born in the district and
brought up among the electors, who is
more frequently the ‘“‘dummy”—the un-
questioning follower of his clever non-

ivlné)\ all deplore, and which every one
in Hoth Victoria and Esquimalt: would
lika to see speedily ended.

v | —— i,
"IN A TIGHT PLACE.

The vigan of the opposition tries to
excmpt Mr. John Grant from its con-
demnstmn of non-resident members on
the grdutid’ thist he possesses certain
valuahld interests in the district which
he represeuts. . In its article it made no
such ¥éservation.:: sThe condemnation o
nonwsldents was nqualified. - Here it
lu a word, ‘'we regard A RESTDEN-
Qumxuﬂox AS INSEPARABLE
CONSISTENT - REPRE-
SENTATION,” Nnt]ung here is said of in-
tercstsof any lund valuable orotherwise,
The position taken by the Times was
that residence and nothing but residence
is an_ cssentiul qualification of honest

TI L
nox no\m

and istent representation. . A non-
resident cannot be an honest and con-
sistent' representative. = Mr. John

Grant is a non-resident ; therefore Mr.
John Grant is not an honestor a consist-
ent repruénhhve of Cassiar. - There is
no flaw in ‘this'reasoning. If the pre-
mises of the Times afeadmitted the con-
sequences must follow. . There is no

ident leader. The idea of stigmat-
izing the class cof representatives of which
Gladstone and Sir John Macdonald and
Blake and Peter Mitchell are members
as “‘dum.mies” is rather a funny one.

Our contemporary must see that it is

Our leeral oontempomry—so-. called

dential representation. .It is taking a|.
great deal of pains to show what it does| an
It ought
to know that its theory is not  accepted
by practical politicians anywhere. There
is little.difficulty in finding ‘constituen-
cies for able men in any country where
laint was made tof representative mutitlmons are estab-
lished. Mr. Gladstone in Great Britain,
is not a resident of the county which he

nor Mr. Blake lives in the counties they

for the privilege of having Boulanger to
represent " them in - the: Chamber of

It has been |to

wishes known, will insist upon a netﬂn 3
ment being made, and will take meas-
ures to have justice done to-those who
haye been injured.

Victorians want nothing more than

hl ul' itable ‘wl

the Behring’ IL? duputo.r Tm lgok
upon those{ Whoitalk: of waraniging out
of this dispute a8 the most reckléss:and
the most unreflecting of men.  They
know that a war between Great Britain
and the United States on such an issue
would not only be a great misfortune to
both nations, but a disgrace to human-
ity. They are  convinced: that one
month’s active hostilities between ' the
two nations (would degtroy more pro
perty and, W il,gge;y description,
than could:be tﬁm from; the'seas that.
wash the vhqle oontinenf vin wicentury.

The Victorians who' ' think cufi“imagine
of no dispute of sufficient importance to
cause a war between these two great
nations. But they do believe that it is
a disgrace to them both that this fishery
dispute has not been. settled long ago.
When so' ghave'aind so irritating a dispute
as that whith #rode ‘out’ of the injury
done to American’ shipping by the Ala-
bama could be quietly and, on the
whole, satisfactorily settled by arbitra-
tion, Victorians cannot see why the
elaim to jurisdiction over the waters of
Behring’s Sea by the United States can-
not be adjusted by a similar tribunal.
As far as they are concerned they are
willing to abide by the decision of a
competent and impartial tribunal. But
they most earnestly desire to see the
matter settled once .for all. - If the
Americans have a right to the sea and
all the seals and fish that swim in its
waters they have no desire to encroach
upon- their right. . Rut if it is decided
that the sea is the. common property of
all nations, they want to have a fair
show.

"It is a mistake to suppose that
the inhabitants of Victoria or of any
part of British Columbia would willing-
ly aid in the extermination of the fur
seal. They believe that measures should
be taken to protect and preserve that
valuable creature. They would will-
ingly submit to any regulations that
might be made to effect that purpose.

Victorians believe that the only rea-
son why the American Government
does not submit its claim of exclusive
jurisdiction over the waters of Behring’s
Sea to arbitration is that it is conscious
of its groundiessness. They are conse-
quently indignant at seeing the vessels
seized on the high seas and the seal
hunters forcibly deprived of the
fruits of their toil. Is it any wonder
that they are indignant ? If the Ameri-
cans were treated in the same way by
Great Britain or any other nation under
thesun theiranger would knownobounds.
The whole continent would ring with
their protests and their threats. Their
wrath would not come in ‘‘spasms;” it
would be both continuous and violent.
The man or the journal that would ven-
ture to sneer at them might count upon
nothing more mild than annihilation.
But as their Government is the offender
in this matter some of their journals not
only detend what they know to be in-
defensible, but add insult to injury.
e B i e,

THE GREAT STRIKE.

The dock laborers strike in Londen
has assumed proportions that afe truly

mischief resulting from the refusal of the
laborers to work is almost incalculable.
Very few;/who are nok on the spot can
understand: whn.ﬁ a oomplete stoppage of
labor on-the London docks means. The
demand of the men at this distance does
not seem unreasonable. - They have
hitherto been getting five pence or ten
cents an hour. They are not regularly
employed. Sometimes there is more

cation,

other aside:

mwhotookln M in
fisheries of = those, provinces.

the sea
A. Mr.

Neilsen, of Newfonndhnd, has under-
taken to give a practical answer to this

Th

ony has had ae]pbcliﬁry‘emc
on Dildo. Islapdy in Trin

or five wedks after he ha.d wmmen

operatibriv b A o¥eew Waillidh-ad sbTHe Hiegal Selzure Bt JH¥ Sealing
half of ova under treatment. G

The

spawn was hatched in ten or twelve
days after it was deposited in the hatch-
ery. The infant lobsters were exceed-
ingly lively, darting about their nur-
sery gracefully and rapidly, apparently
‘in sport, but now, and " agaireating”one

another;:. The ydung &nnﬂﬁﬂn Were fed
for five or, six ‘days R‘& fnod Prepe

T8

red

from.livers of ithe godfish. ;They. were
very fond of -this, -and' it was obgerved
that when they had enongh of this pap
they got over their propensity to ‘de-
vour one another.
lobsters were old enough to find their
own food, which was very soon, they
were set free in the waters of the bay to
get their living in the natural way. Mr.

Neilsen afid those who have visited his\ City

When the young

hatching establishment have no doubt
whatever of the success of the experi-

ment.

The spawn is tuken from the lobsters
which fishermen have captured. It is,
as all dwellers Ly the castern seas know,
disposed in row: under the lobster’s tail,

to which it is

« ttacl 0 by hairs. The

ova are already fertilized. All that is re-
quired to be done is as carefully as pos-
sible to detach the eggs and deposit
theny in a ‘proper bed in. the hatchery.
The experiment which is ‘being tried
in Newfoundland on a large ‘scale could
be repeated in miniature in British Co-
lumbia. In these days of rapid transit
it would not, we think, be very difficul

to transport two or three’ hundred |:

female lobsters across the continent.
Lobsters are very tenacious of life, and
if they were at all carefully-treated, a
number of them could be safely brought
from the Gulf of St. Lawrence or the
Atlantic shore, and when here sub-

jected to Mr.

Neilsen’s process.. The

lobster would be a valuable addition to
the edible creatures that inhabit the
waters of this province. There is noth-
ing that we can see to hinder lobsters
thriving in these northern waters, and
the success that has attended Neilsen’s

efforts gives reason to believe that they
can be introduced without much diffi-
culty.

PRV CELER S T S S
THE PEOPLE'S RIGHT.

It appears to us to have been very
unwise to foist the official use of the

ticular la,nguaqe,
pelled to adopt a certain system of edu-
was to deprive settlers of
rights which they ought to exercise. It
was for the people of the North-west
themselves to decide what language
should be used in the transaction o
their public business, and what system
of schools they should select. To make
the selection for them was to treat them
as if they were children.
tion, too, must of necessity be tempor-
ary. It is folly to expect to bind a

ey 1

French language on the North-west Ter-
ritories and Manitoba. "When the laws
that did this were made, those regions
were but sparsely settled, a very great
part of them, indeed, not settled at all.
To decree that the future inhabitants of
that vast wilderness should use any par-

and should be com-

settlers ' find

h

Such legisla-

formidable. Both laborers and employ- peo pl? withs theirThoonaent:. for
ers seem determined to hold out, and the all - time. ;;to- - coms, 8 jerity
will have their own way in spite

constitutions and statute laws. When
the majority in the North- west Terri-
tories find the use of two languages in
the legislatures and documents intended
for the use of the public inconvenient,
they will use the one which they con-
sider the most convenient and set the
And it will be the same
with the schools. As soon as the greater

work than they can do, but. there are gumber of Wi

that
ls are unsuited

other times when they cannot get a full
day’s work. Although London isa cheap
place to live in and the dock’ lab-
orer's standard of comfort is not
very high, the men have not been able
to éarn what even they consider com-
fortable livelihpod. - : Their present de-
mand is sixpence an hour, or twelve |.
cents, and when that was refused they
struck work. One dollar and twenty
cents for ten hours hard work does not
seem to us on this side of the Atlantic
very high pay. But the dock compan-
ies declare it is more than they can af-
ford, and they .consequently run im-
mense risks rather than comply with the
demand of the men.: 8o far, the agita-
tion has been conducted peaceably. De-
monstrations have been made on the
streets, but they have been rather to
excite compassion and sympathy than
to inspire terror. The me, of course,
know  that the authorities have
at their nd forces that could, un-

all wrong in this non-resident b

Its arguments,—we suppose we must
call them arguments—are weak and il-
liberal and experience is against it.
Why _does it wish to establish a restric-
tive rule which takes from the people
the liberty of choice and hampers them
in the lection ‘of a repr tative ?
‘It is evidently becoming an ex-

ponént. . of Fold-world moss-backism.
: =

VICTORIA’S POSITION.

One of our San Fruacisco contempor-
aries'says: ““If the seizure ‘of sealers
continues the Victoria peoplo who have
indulged in such spasms of wrath over
every arrival from the Behring Sea will
have to become philosophical.” The
people of Victoria are not in the habit
of ‘“‘indulging” in spasms of wrath.
They leave that mode of indulgence to
the men who threaten to depopulate the
whole of the Dominion of Canada if
Canadians do not unmurmuringly sub-
mit to be robbed by the Behring Sea

gan and its orniors abuse ' the' Govern:|evading them.  The p jon of a
ment viralentiy and loudly, but when]share in farms and - stores and
they are reqii #od to come down bo facts pwk mules does not constitute
they either make railing orr Our cont: porary has lefi
prefer charges which they are utterly | itself 'no6 Hole to cfawf out of.” It leaves

unable to substantiate. ~ We have faith
in the common sense and fair-minded-
ness of the people, and we therefore be-
lieve that the greaterthe number of those
who get their nanies placed on the' voy

ters’ lists the greater will be the Gov-|
ernmgnt’s majority.

—— e
;;LIGHT UNPLLASANTNES&

The mamuner in which the (erman
barque J. H. Hustede was treated by
Admiral Heneage will, unless speedily
and satisfactorily explained, cause some
unpleasantness between the govern-
ments of Great Uritain and. Germany.

poos, Mr. Humphrey, iate, but,
hgw(ly the; aid-of . tlw nules  $o-dragd
$ ont of the dilemmi' in which
Whn. s | But itvis follylto-ati!
w&pd A, T Hal rideinufbd fifm

ders. The people of Victoria look
upon theae Behring’s Sea outrages much
more calinly and dispassionately than
might be expected. They know, in
the first place, that the seizure of their
vessels i8 not approved of by the great
mass‘of thie: people of the United States.
They see'the newspapers which faith-
: e-ant mtanlgent and inde-
apmlou in the United
States. q)@nonncmg these seizures and
re!;:m the; glaim under which, they

a8 Wf " hon; noi a Condist-’
=g ' fopreb 'I:;"" Epdr it oo
. he;must i

how hu!dthemulﬁmay tug md strain.

ave niad “‘y and ‘as emphati-
cally ‘a8’ ﬂuy do themselves. They
therefore believe that though ‘the claim
of exclusive jurisdiction is preferred and

38, | enforced by 8 few politicians whom
ete, influenced by the Alaska ;Commercial | of
Company, the American people, when | fished., CN!

gthans the
8w

{wrtidd Boan

-x dt{u" 3

they have the opportunity tomlh thdr ficial means?: "!'“ml"-l9 uked by

armed and undisciplined as they are,
overwhelm them. The Home Secretary
is evidently determined to make no dis-
play of force unless it is absolutely nec-
essary 0 preserve the peace and to pro-
tect property ; but the knowledge that
the troops are at hand has, no doubt a
restraining effect. .

The dock companies, from prudenthl
motives, no doubt, have refrained from
importing foreigtiers to do the striking

it is difficalt 40 foretell the result. It
is to be hopéd that an arrangement will
be arrived at soon, for the strike has
certainly had an injurious effect upon
commerce in Great Britain, and has
been, no'doubt, productive ofemuch suf-
fering among the men on strike. Idle-
ness, voluntary or enforced, means to
the men and their families literally
starvation. The strikers have received
aid from many quarters, but the relief
in such cases is nearly always uncertain
and miserably inadequate.
———r e

LOBSTER CULTURE.

An experiment is being' tried on the
other side of the continent, the success-
ful result.of wlnch may be of considera-
ble a.dvqm fo this provmce It hase
| been found #hat in_spite of restrictive
regulationl and close seasons, lobsters
are ing - and i
Cmuhmmoﬁ the ' easteérn side of
the conl &W}’ ’l‘l\b mum of almost

every one f 119 hme provinces and
e a (” y . been over-
theyihe, restored by arti-

sasnt

the greath

h

to the circumstances of the country
they will, with or without a struggle,
establish the system they like best. The
abolition of the unpopular and unsuit~
able system is only & question of time.
Those who made a particular system part
of the organic law of the country only
made trouble for future generations.

It was impossible for them to secure the
permanence. of the system they pre-
ferred. In these days the people will ]
shape their institutions to suit their’cir-
cumstances and their ideas of what is
right, and any attempt to tie them
down to a certain course of action in any
dl.rectxon will be futile.

In this matter
ls the le. of

orthwest will have their own
way in spite of the laws that have been
enacted for their direction and guid-

ance. They have a right to have theu-
own way in. these ‘matters, and any in-
terference from outsiders will be certain
to be resented.

—_————————————

THE DUAL LANGUAGE DIFFI-

CULTY.

In view of the controversy ‘that has

been raised relative to the use of the
French language  in the Northwest Ter-
ritory, it may be -interesting to know
where the law decreeing its use is.to be
found. "Section 109, of the Northwest
Territories Act paued in 1}77 reads as
| follows :

of the ool- ;
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1 States secretary made a very vigorous
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A VIGOROUS PBdTEST

Mass Meeting, of - the Cltlzens

pd od o3 iy Olﬂ)vm g

Vessels'Discussed.

Strong Resolutions Carried Unanimously
and Copies to be Forwarded to the Im-
perial and Federal Gomllll-

4 919w l’h s
A few -evenin, aineeting was
held 4t the oﬂioe’bf ﬁ:ﬂl‘bm Goe-
pelof those interested in &-sealm in-

dustry, and a ittee ofifive ;at_u ap-
ercangemerts for a
publgg me?thlu?a which the voice of the

people. of Victoria could be heard in
reference to the recent seizure of Brit-
ish schooners sealing in Behring’s Sea.
The committee consulted with Mayor
Grant, and a mass meeting was Ali;alﬁ
advertised to be held at the City
last evening for the purpose’referred to.

: By, eight . o’clock, at” whi¢h hour the

meet;n was mlled, for, every seat in the
I‘f taken;> anels dozens .of
dee[;({ mterested citizens ‘were com-
pelled to stand. The meeting was
thoroughly representative, there bein,
resent all the leading business men of
t’ ctoria, vessel owners and practical
sed ing men, while among the most pro-
minent men present were to be noticed :
Hon. John ﬁobwn, E. Crow Baker, M.
P., Lt.-Col. E. G. Prior, M.P., Hon.
Robt. Beaven, M.P.P., D, W. nggms
M.P.P., 8. Duck, M.P. P Mayor Grant,
Robt. Ward, .presxdent of B.C. Board of
Trade; ( rapt J.D. Wa.rreu.,E 'B. Mar-
vin, W® Munsie, J. Todd, Morris
Moss; C.” Strouss, Cal t Wm.” Grant;
Cupt. Clarke, R. -P. Rithét, and very
many others. )

Upon motion of Hon. Mr. Beaven,
seconded by Mr. E. Crow Baker, M. P.,
Mayor Grant was requested to take the
chair, which he did at 8:15-p. mx

His worship, in opening the meeting,
said that the matters for the discussion
of which the meeting was called bhad
always possessed a deep interest for
him. In the early part of 1887 he had
had the honor to move in the House for
the submission to the Dominion govern-
ment of a proposition for submission to
the Imperial government in regard to
the protection of British sealing inter-
ests in Behring’s Sea. His motion had
been carried without a dissentiug voice.
In 1888 he had made another proposi-
tion through the House. This proposi-
tion provxged that the individual inter-
ests shonld not be allowed to suffer by
the negligence of the government in set-
tling this question. He had always been
very anxious to see an early settlement
of the Behring’s Sea question.: Without
further preface he would call on Mr.
Edgar Crow Baker, M. P.

Mr. Baker expressed pleasure at be-
ing called on to strike the first blow. It
was ‘a matter, he said, that concerned
not only the individual, but the entire
rovince, the Donnnwn at large, and
whole British Empire. - The matter was
one deserving of consideration, not only
because it touched the individual pock-
ets and the provinece our home;
but  because it touched our
hearts. The view taken by the
people of British Columbia was that
the grand old flag that they had learned

ﬁl:oe everythl.ng in connection with the
uestion before the meet-
ing trul y and airly from the very start,
and to det the citizens of Victoria ex-
press their calm and conscientious o ln-
ion upon them. After referring
briefly to the various treaties that
had n made by the United States
and Canada, which were not, however,
entered into at any great length as they
affected more particularly ti ﬁsherles
on the Atlantic seaboard, Mr. Baker
pointed out how, as far back ns 1820°

it about its coasts, but also over the
sea - 100 - miles - from --land, the United

protest at St. Petersburg against the
contention of the Russian government. |
The British government also strongl

disputed Russia’s claim, and the result

was that in 1824 a creuby was made
with the TUnited States, and in
1825 one with Great Britain,
which showed how the two great na-
tions, Great Britain and the United
States, joined issne with Russia when
she set up the claim to jurisdiction over
Behring Sea; and contended that it was
an inland sea and not a branch of the
Northern Pacific ocean.

On the 20th of June, 1867, the United
States purchased the territol
and the eastern half of Behring’s Sea
from Russia, paying theérefor the sum
of $7,200,000. At this fime'thé Russian
gover th hat they claimed
to be a clear title to tre eastorn half of
Behring’s Sea. If that title was bad the
fault is not ours. (A&hu&e y In 1870
the United States nm

measure prohibiting the X of sea.ls
in close proximity to the isl of St.

t o8,

when Russia owned Alaska, and claimed | lon

jurisdiction not only over the 3-mile [ 1
Behrin

ment of the United States, the vessels
'robbed of seal skins on board and ‘arms
and ammunition,’
UBp-¥r *HEREFORE RESOLVED that the
citigens of Victoria
usu
ernment of the United States over the
waters of Behring’s  Sea, outside the
universally . acknowledged three-mile
limit, and express their indignation at
the repeated outrages to which the per-
sons and property of their fellow-citizens,
lawfully exercising their rights on the
high seas in that part .of the globe, are
subjected by the orders of the Govern-
thent of the  United States.
Lieat.-Col.
n tosecond the resolution, He was very
d he'ssid, to do so. He considered
o condict of'the United States in the
matéer 'of seizing vessels ‘on the high
seds' thé most outrageots' that could
thought of.. There was no necessity for
reviewing the ti E:
meetin;
beenfu
tion was, what right had thc: American

of Alaska n

b ‘he tecti ofthe Holnd in-wonding the, reso-
Fe?aml governm w:xt, fondly hoping that | lution introduood by his colle:
wherever they ¥ they were protected | The resolution was * unani-
by old flag of Englan: mously, with cheers. ' -
- Mr.  Baker pvoeeoded to reed an| Hon. Mr." Beaveti! wus” the: next
tof corr speaker.  He he various
treaties dealing with s Sea ; and

to the gmﬂ forproheohon mlde by Mr.

Minister of Justice rephad to by saying

that it

sealers

Dominion government ; could not send
armed llnpn on the high seas to protect

On'the’ m of July, of thia yeo.r, the
schooner -Twiumph arrived
and her caj

being

U, 8. catter Ric
by him._that if he was found. in Beh-
ring’s Sea fishing or hunting for seals;
not only, wonltling

feited, but his- vessel and equipments
wouldbeoonﬁmted,/h.nd sent with a
prize crew on board t6 an American

port.

of the capture of tbe Black
Tmmediately afterwards, on the follow-
ing day he (Mr. Baker) had telegraphed

in
%g:henea asking him if it was not possi-
ble to secure some
twent.y other British sealers in Behring’s
Sea. The steamer Sardonyx was going

for the British Columbia
on March 28th, 1888, which the

referred to the manneérp ini w] ichBritish

subjects were taught . that, they were

protected by the of England, whlle

was to Great Britain to whom the | and wherever they were engaged in

hould look for protecti The | lawful calling. The action of the Umbed
States was trary to inter

It had been so pr d b;

the

ﬂag&nswugouhtm vn,thm

d the fol-

lowing resoluhon

Canada.

ke A1

-

Y He

Mr. A. B: Gmy secanded the resolu-
tion, iwhich « he considered a fittin,
climax to_the evenin,
show to the worl

Premier of England and a host of United
States authorities.
should be at once referred to arbitration,
as there could be no disputing the legal-
ity as well as the justice of the Canadi

claia. It was true that Canada had
suffered in past arbitration with the
States; but still arbitration was far
preferable to any other method, in the
settlement of exisiing disputes; ' He
proceeded to review éhe value of the
sealing fleet and industry to the province;
and explain the dimensions it might
assume if the present difficulties were
settled. From a dollar and cents point

tain brought the news °¥o his
ed by Lieut. Tuttle, of the
Raush, and warned

is catch of seals be for.

The Triumph also bro&h‘tnevgs
on:

to the! minister of Marine and | seould be taken at once. He begged to
move the following resolution:

Resolved, That as loyal British sub-
jects, we resent the insult to our flag,

and respectfully claim for our vessels

protection for the

north with coal for H. M. warships then | and citizens on the high seas that
m the north in a few days, “and it was | tection by the Bntlsh vernment w 1ch
ested that instruction could be sent | for centuries has been the right and

to em by the Imperial govérnment to
protect the British sealers. An answer
Was reeexved that the matt.er would re-

caive

pride of even the meanest subject of the
empire, but which now seems to be
denied us, musmg great loss to the com-
merce of our city and financial ruin to

Having reviewed the whole history
oi the sealing question, Mr. Baker ex-|in,

seg-for themselves' how outrageous it
wx&‘for

itself the exclusive control of a great
body of ‘water such as Behring’s Sea
was—700 miles long from north to south,
and 900 miles wide.

sealers

secure a guarantee that the seizures
would be stopped. They had also a
reasonable right. to expect compensa-
tion for the losses alread
and without further
further, wished to be secured in their
right to prosecute the deep sea ﬁshm%
of which fur sealing was a branch e
would conclude by moving the follow-
ing resolution

WHEBEAS In the ye&r 1886, by order
of the Government of

States,

jurisdiction over the whole of Behring’s
Seca eastward of a line drawn from
about the middle of Behring’s Strait
sonthwestward till it crosses the one
hundred and ninety-third meridian of
longitude, three British vessels, while
lawfully engaged in hunting sea.ls were
svized in that sea at distances of from
sixty-five to seventy miles from the
nearest land ; and a
WHEREAS, After protest by the Brit-
ish Government against such seizures,
the Government- of the United States
ordered the‘unconditional release of the
suid vessels; an
WHEREAS, B
United*
admitted” the ille,
and left it'to beinferred that no further
seizures would be made; and
WaEeREas, In 1887 it again resorted
to the seizure of ‘sealing
ing’s Sea outside the three-mile limit
and at distances from fifteen to ninety-
two miles from the nearcst land, six
vessels belonging to our citizens were

anmms,
1888, sealing vessels. belonging to our
citizens again entered Behring’s Sea and
took seals throughout the season with-
out molestation by the revenue cutters
of the Government of the United States,
which had distinctly that year, by its
instructions to the commanders of its
cutters in Behring’s. Sea ordered that
no seizures of such vessels be made.

AND

seizures of British sealing vessels be-

our fellow citizens engaged in . the seal-
industry.
the belief that all present could r. S. Duck, M.P.P., seconded the
resolution. There shonld be mno more
any %ovemment to' arrogate to
tuken to secure British subjects in pur-
suit of their lawful avocation from ille-
gal seizure; and to let them know whe-
thet ‘they are to receive compensation
for lass‘alréady sustained while persu-
ing their legitimate calling on the high
seas. It was hard for iim to under-
stand the apathy that had been shown
by the Imperial government in this mat-
ter. The good sense of the American
people would compel their government
to take & right action in the matter, if
the Imperial government but did their
duty by Canada.
ond the resolution.
Again the resolution was put and car-
ried with loud applause, but no dissent-
voice.

.-W. Higgins, M. P. P., was next
culled upon. He said that he had
had placed in his hands the following
resolution, which he ed to read :

Resolved, That the time has come for
a speedy and final settlement of the
question of our rights in Behring Sea,
and we urge upon both the Im rml and
Canadian Governments the danger of
allowing this question to longer remain

The desire of the
of Victoria was, first of nll, to

msumed
They,

the United
claiming exclusive territorial

pen.

He thought this placed the question
in a practical form. The other resolu-
tions were longer, but still explicit. He
could not, hesaid, help contrasting the
action of England when Imperial rights
were concerned with her action in  this
case, when co! u.al i-terest was at
stake, The Delg. .. By racident came to
his melm Ce i iaglish property
V\a.s sel by Portugai, and a cable

was at once sent to England.
Three days after a fleet was ordered to
Delgoa Bay to protect the Brit-
ish interests.- It would have been in
keeping with this policy if the fleet at
Esquimalt had long ' ago been sent to

such a course the
vernment practically
ity of the seizures,

States

vessels in Behr-

to love from infancy had not only been | geized b . | Behring’s Sea to protect British inter-
insulted, but had been trampled in the :lcared r;:fg&detr; &3:1 (j‘ﬁeé:&gtbt ests. consfield at the close of
dust. (Appluuse) It was proposed to|and his  career said : o | have

kept peace with honor.” Can Sal-

In bhe folowing _year, isbury if the present policy
continued say the same at the close of
his career? "He may say ‘‘I have kept
peuace,” but at the sacrifice of the liber-
tiesof the greatest and most warlike
nation in the world. He (Mr. H.igiins)
‘had paid a visit to the Somthern
States and witnessed all the awful deso-
lation apparent just after the civil war.
He had at that time breathed the prayer
that his country might never know the
horrors of war. ar was awful, but
to our cifizens have again been | there was one thing just as barrible—-—a

ically in mid ocean, in|peace preserved at the loss of national
s Sea by ordar of the Govern- Bfmor. (Loud cheers.)

Mr. R.. P. Rithet seconded Mr. Hig-
gine’ molhem “He nclmowledged
thit it was humiliati
to make an appeal for protect.ion to our
own nation: while pursuing a lawful
avocation on the ilgh seas, The
matter was of mno moment whether
the ‘insult  had been, offered
to one humble subject or tomany. The
principle was the same. British sub-
Jects had beeml]egall made prisoners of
on the high seas, and been fined and
imprisoned. Like good subjects they
waited long for action to'be taken
without their demanding it as  their
nglat. llThls action not having been
made, however, it was n now to

ize the representati tLt had
been made to the Imperial Government.
LikeCol. Prior, he himself felt like strik-
ing back when he was hit. He thought it
would have been a thmg l.f one of
tha, British ‘men-of-war in
the quimalt harbor had m nort for
was called to consider. = It had ]ieb&ng s Sea wfm!‘l the Rlchal?.} Rush l‘:t
gone - | th beginning of the season; kept in the
y iiirendpy . Theiguse Rush’s oon:;iny until she a.”ttempted to
interfere with some British sedler and

WHEREAS in the present year

test against the
of jurisdietion by the Gov-

Prior, M.P., was called

t to seize our sealers?

George and St. Paul. Shortly after this
the United States government leased to
the ‘Alaska Commercial Co. the exclu-
sive right to kill seals for twenty years,
in consideration of the sum of $55,000

r annum, and certain royalties.
ﬁ the early part of 1889 ‘an
Act was passed, by some claimed
to -have been smuggled through Con-
ress in a rush, proclaiming not very
geﬁnxtel that intrusions in Behring’s
Sea would not be allowed; and contain-
ing a sweeping clause granting the presi-
dent power to deal with mM.tera in con-

bhe
pur

gov
, A voice from the audience—No right.
" Col. Prior, continuing—That was just
the answer I was going to make. The
press of both countries says they had no
rights . The most -important paj
the United States say that the Ameri-
can government will have to back down
in their contention. . The Russian gov-
ernment, by treaties with both the
United Stafes and Canada gave up their
claim, to, jurisdiction
ing’s ‘Sea in 1825. How then can
Umted States claim  to have

then quietly sail between and nay “You
must not !

The United States now clai.nud that
their desire was to protect the sealing
ind from extermination, - It was

papers of | the desire of Victoria’s sealers as. well,

e thought matters | ..,

of view, it 'was necessary that action :

delay. Some action should at oncebe |

He was glad to sec- g
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Resolved, That copies of the resolu-
oxu.pnlled atb this meeting be for-
warded to the Imperial and Canadian
vernments, and to all boards of trade

‘had as-

hai

1 boal
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W. R. CLARKE, AUCTIONEER.

AUCTION SALE
Jersey and Ayrshire thorough-bred Dairy
STOCK,

On Tuesday, 3rd Sept. at 2 p.m,

AT THE BELMONT FARM,
8 miles west of Vietoria, B. C.
Dairy - Utensils -n'xd Howshold Geods will be sold

The farm having becn s-1d. the proprietor
has to vaca e the premises. N
The 8'ock is young and there are seversd
shoice bulla in the herd.

o Reserve.

Cows are in calf.
AcoB W, M1 ER, Colwood P. O.

ane?:w: ‘Wi RiCLARKE, Auctioneer.
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%GHT OR MOTION
STIMONIALS
E"S ALL SELL 1T

E. G. PRIOR & oo.,

Sole Agents for British Collnmhm
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===

streets,

wrﬂﬂ-lymnn-u\ut-dw VieTORIA, R.C.

MONEY

TO“"V

LOAN

On Farming Lands.
BOURCHIER & HIGGINS.

‘myl4-w-rao

e o T

Rooms 22, 23, 24, znnnd 26, BosToN BLOCK,
(Postofiice Building.)
nesc facilities in the Northwest for im-

thorvughl practical ed\wanon
Acuuf Busi! S{\orthan Plain an
n.l and practical

Engiiah dopartmen
hip and illus-

tra‘ed catalogue sent free.
Stndenta Ad;-&tted at any Time.

and they would make no attenapt to dis-.
obuy any international regul that
mizht be made for the prenel}vntlon of
the seals. He was fully in woord with
the resolution, which he d

Like its two predecessors the resolu-
fion passed unanimously. {

over Behr-

d their jurisdiction from Rus-

tection with sealing by pr
Power of a very indefinite kind was

alfo given in regard 'to gi instruc-
tions to the United States mrt Ag-

1886, when Mr. T. Lubbe wioté to him
(Mr. Baker) at Ottawa informing him
that the British interests were endan-

Mr. Lubbe’s letter was laid be-
?omr: the Governor-General in council,
and the matber was Bromptly placed be-
fore: the mpenn overnment by the

ive ‘measures were' firét’ taken in |©B-

sia? Thegreat majority of Ameri =4
acknowledge that the claim advanced
by their government - has nothing to rest
Who - is
stopping these  illegal seizures?
Doininion Government are not to blame.
They have done. all. in their power.
When the news of the hrst seizure this
year reached me, I was in Kamloops, I

R e
2 e t the Im ov-

British Columbia Board of Trade, drew
ion to the i istency shown by
the American government and' care-
fully reviewed the gaestion of compen-
sation, before ‘moving the following
resolution. which was neoonded by: Mr.
J. H. Todd:

to blame '‘then for not

_ The

been made to the owners and crews of
any of the vessels so seized and forfeited.
E IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, t we
urge the: Governments ‘of Canada. and

give. Admi

r of
Justice at this time g&ve hm opuion in
favor of ‘the British- Columbia sealers
both to Mr. Baker and to ‘the Imperial

the records and journals of the said

couticil or aasembly, and.'alliordinances
madeander this wct shalls be printed in
both these languages.”

The original bill, passed in 1875, did

Manitoba, when
was in _ its

the Legislature. Objection was made to
the clause, and it was said it would be
as reasonable, under the circumstances,
to make Cree an official language of the
North-West as French. The measure
was introduced late in' the session, and
it was contended that if the clause was
rejected the bill would' be delayed, and
perhaps killed altogether, so it was
suffered to remain, We hardly think
‘that there will be any gerious opposition
to repealing the clause when the motion
is made by Mr. McCarthy néxt session,
There are very few, -com;
the Territories whose mot er tongue is the
French, so that
will save the '].‘armonsg & good deal of
and not dod

tended to the different provinces

Territories the official use of the two oulside of the eout un)t
languages would be certain to be douc leayue.
raway wtth.

not contain this clause. Its insertion
was moved by Senator

Girard, of

the . amended bill

passage

through

tively, in
the clause
n injustice to any

ﬂovernmonb is ex-
of the '

"This was three years an tlualf ago, and
it was most mortifying to thi t this
time should have Lefore any
decision was réacl ed The actual seiz-
ures commenced in 1886, when three
schooners were tuken possession of,
along with their fittings and cargoes,
and sold. The crews were cast on their
own resources in Alaska, and the mas-
ters and mates were not only heavily
fined, but imprisoned as well. Matteérs
of losses were ‘expécted by every one
in business; but every British um-

bian felt that he was protected by the
flag of England, ung which many
present were horn,  and |t t i(

strange that he was not sheltered

flag whoge protection he had a rig t ho
expect. . In 1887 nothing practical was
done and no reséiiution was mnde
1887 the I ¥ rracs
six schooners g taken poue-uon of
Coming to the present, in - 1888 no seiz-
ures were made, and there was every
reason - to believe” ‘that” *the  seiz-
ures' ‘would be ‘diséonitinusd.  The
Dominisa Governnént' 7 had * acted

Tlad

tly and as e ticall
} could, Th:;rgl‘;nd

sllmntm romptly and. righti
- vaeﬂu:f vg;nmm M
ore easy. W

| rested. . H:::. W:fb
emmento&Caun

ibility |
eﬁi.f.‘

When the citizens o"f Brlm

Columbis sailed for” the northern sess NM

orders to retake the captured vesse
The Caroline had orders to do this in
1887, but for some reason was recalled. questions involved.

Goyernment is trying to bolster up a
giant monopoly—the Alaska Commer-
cial Co., who by tender acquired a lease
of se&llﬂgnghu on the islands ‘of St.
rge ‘and St. Paul,
grounds, ‘for twenty years. The' true

Geol

reason’

Amerigan. Government is afraid to lose
the $315, (K)O pcud them mnnllz by the

Alaska’ -

s«;memd, gt A Ial)  has - gecidveoned
the com
monopoly. in
has itsagents always at Washingto
;pull the strings in its interest.
Uplulih the: l?i'tthmi of, ﬂl? com-
pany’s leage, an ere i8 no knowing
what . the bovemment Propo -~
In mxh This_year, when we |
the oumum Behring’s Sen, hehd
xht. was
uiona who had thought
that it’ would not bé pooi
the British fleet into Behring’s ' Sea

“:“::..

| Great Britain to promptly. mmw

tive of the merits of the mtAm

e

dock laborers’ work. It appears that |, = lither the English of the F"’“ch the ¢ | If in 1887, why not now? If the Beh- ]

b Yov action of Carried unanimousl
one body of foreign laborers was in- m:& ofb:h:”d Connyoiml er 1 emxla- the (Inihd States sillegal; “aindc-urging. di““ﬂ s Sea question is Pl‘:l‘l)’ one of juris- | _ Phe mayor then, mlfed upon the Hon.
duced to remain away by the represen- | sive Assembly of the Territories and in il;““ :h:‘g““‘"h G°i verngient “:' n°°°:° erg;‘:“ ﬂ)w‘h:."z;: i ﬁ;{:‘j‘"; 53:1; Mr, | ufh n:;ve the nextfonuohl
Intonw of thautien on strike, bt it for, | HIND bgfom e mge Bri ohvind and hunt unmolested ? It is not i LIPRES
eigners were seen at work on the dacks | DOth #hose eo shall be. used in | protect herintercatain e L th reason.. . The United States Pdinc: He siid the hase.- ek

well said, that he did not feel justified in
occupying wuch of the ‘time of the
meeting. He .was in erfect. accord
with the resolutions w. bad been

the breeding-

for their action is that the | o) sooner was mtter of surprise and

regret. ' Too long hud the

LA flag of which we a

et seas with iv

y. (loud applause)
and true loyalty

equired  that w.-

a8 the  greatest and worst
in America, but, as he says, it
n. 10 | put a to it. .Loug eno
rother Jonathan been allo
impunify to twist the tail of the British
lum, and now it remained for thr
“simple fishermen of . Yn,torm .
strike a lucifer under the
animal’s nose arouse it fo & pi per
K »

sense of duty. sgg
th

e to do
heard
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