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WALLACE CUNNINGHA M,
Kentucky, aged 32 years.
2nd instant, Walter, infang
» aged six months.
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THB IRREPRESSIBLE QUESTION.

Every individual is said to have a skeleton
;o his bousé—every country we know bas
gome peculiar night-mare ot evil spirit.
France bas been more or less snbject to the
porrible influettce of the red republican aud
the Bourbon, England is in ocpasional dread
of the “ great unwashed ”’ spectre appearing
in her political arena, the United States has
peen terrified into rebellion by the per~
petual pranks of the «irrepressible negro,”
and- Vancouver . [sland, not to be behind-
paod, has also its membaer of the political
chamber of borrors—the Civil List. There
used to be, in oldea times, certain periods of
the year when supernatural sprites were wont
to visit the haunts of man, and there are
gtill superstitious observances in some parts

" of the world to appease the wrath of the

demon, or conciliate the less terrible of the
snearthly visitors. The Vancouver Island
ghost has its stated visits, which are not so
much guided by periods of time as by the
cycle of occurrences. When the estimates
eome round, the Civil List stalks into our
Jegislative chamber and demands its dues.
The members, eager to get rid of its horri-
fying presence, promise to pay it wheo the
Crown Lands are made over to the eolony, and
{he spirit departs. Whether there is just now
some astronomical conjanction, that puts the
«imes out of joint,” we ‘capnot say;
but certes the appearance of his ghostship
twice in the sume session, is something not
only out of all predecent, but actually unfair
and unbeecoming. It had virtually the same
satisfaction from the House of Assembly the
present year that it bad in former years; but
when it now traverses the mighty deep, and
glides into the presence of Her Majesty's
Secretary for the colonies, it receives but a
portion of its yearly sustenance, and is
told, in & cavalier manner, to go back
to the’ Vancouver Island Assembly for the
remainder. Hence the untimely visit
of this dismal spectre. The unfortunate
Speaker, like Luther of old with another
spirit, wrestled stoutly with the thing yester:
day, and concluded, by his “ recommending”
resolution, that he had at length got'rid of it
for the session ; the members commenced to
feel relieved, and were indulging in the
dream of a respite from Parliamentary la~
bors; their legislative brows had begun to
relax ; May's Parliamentary, Pragtice, Black-
stone’s Commentaries; -and Chitty  .on Con-
tracts; were carried away under?arms weéa~
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stultify its former action, ‘and implicate the
eolony in a vole on the Civil List, when the
other part of the bargain—possession of the
Crown lands—is still in the hands of Her
Majesty’s Governmeént. ~ We are net by any
means jastifying the House in 1their refusal’
of those lands even on the grounds of an ina
creased Civil List; bul we cannot see, under
the circumstances, how it is possible: the
House should be obliged to pay a portion of
that Civil List towards which they have
never paid a farthing -before, without any
equivalent whatever.
sires that refrenchment should be made in
this part of the Government service, by dis-
pensing with a few of the officers, he is tak-
ing the proper course.‘to effect that object,
and make the Crown lands a bargain that
should not be despised. One or two of the
offices, we believe, .might advantageously be
given up. If, on the other hand, it is, as we
presume, a mistake of the Colonial ‘office, we
feel conyvinced it will be immediately recti-
fied, by His Excellency placiog the matter
before Mr. Cardwell. . The officials will only
bave to “ wait a little longer” for their
lnlarin—-lhit is all.

SCHOOL EXAMINATION.

The examination of Mrs. Wilson Brown’s
pupils took place on Friday, the Rev. E.
Cridge questioning the scholars in the various
branches of learning—Geography, Arith-
metic, English- Grammar, History—ancient
and modern—Scnpture History, and the
manufactures and products of different
eountries. The readiness and correctness
with which the questions put were answered
told greatly in favor of the care bestowed by
Mrs. Brown and her assistants in the eulture
of the youtbful mind. In Geography, that
branch which tends so much to: enlarge the
minds of the young, the scholars showed: the
aptness which may:be said to be & peculiar
characteristic ‘of . colonial children. The
prizes given for music, (which were. threg io
number) opea to all three ¢lasses, were com-
peted for by the whole school. 'Too much
praise cammot be awarded Miss Macdooald,
the teacher of. music, for the proficiency of
the young ladies in that: pleasing art, every
touch of the tender little fingers giving un-
mistakable proof of training by a masterly
baad. Though many may be highly gifted
in that way there are comparatively but few
who bave the power of imparting it well to
others, : We were much pleased with the per-
formance of a duet played by the little Miss
Littles, Lucy and Ada ;. their ages we are
informed are respectively six and seven years.

The ptizes, which were given out:by Dr:

If Mr. Cardwell de-.

JOTTINGS PROM CARIBOO.
[FRoM OUR LADY CORRESPONDENT.]

CAMERONTOWN, WILLIAMS CREEK,
19th June, 1864.

Epiror Britiss Coronist,—For dullness,
Williams Creek now would beat Victoria.—

“The bed rock drain not being fimished, causes

great dissatistaction, and more than a third of
the men on the Creek are unemployed. Long
faces, and woe-begone, melancholy objects
hanging about the saloons and hounses, are to
be seen from morning till night; every one

“ho‘piug that a month more will change their

luck: Still. several elaims are paying well.
' “The Aurora-Co. took out 300 oz. this morn-
ing. Wake up Jake, Steela’s, and-the Erics-
gon are takiog out good pay. Hart and Co,,
in. Marysville, pretty well. The Butcher
¢laim, on Lightning Creek, at Van Winkle,
took out one piece wcighing $511, which is

‘now’on view’at Van Doran’s, in Barkerville.

Of course, the **Butchers” are in high glee.—
The Discovery, Capt. Evans, is doing well.

On the 17th instant, G. Daniels, a_Coruaish-
man, aj work in the Prairie Flower, met with
‘iis death by the accidental falling of a pump
whicll was beiog lowered down the shaft; Lis
death _was . instantaneons. What made it
the ‘mare shocking was that every precaution
against accident had been taken, bat the Irost
prevented the ropes from “biting.” Ao inquest
was held the same day; verdict accidental
death. .

Jadge Begbie, with Mr. Matthew, and tbe
two Mr. Trutchs, arrived on the Creek on the
13th instant. Y

The last two days have been warm and ge-
nial, refreshing to the health and spirits of all,
but up to the 16:h June, snow and frost pre-
vailed.

There is very little illness on the Creek.
Provisions are plentiful, aad for Cariboo, at
moderate prices. If the bed rock drain were
finished, all the elaims would be at work,
and the men all entployed, and consequently
discontent would be at an end.

The reading room was opened in Camer-
ontown on the Tth inst., and from the numbers
who avail themselves of the privilege of read~
ing all the papers and books, at a. moderate
charge, we suppose it will apswer.

STRIKE ON KEITHLEY S CREﬁK.

We have been favored with the following
extract from a letter written by a miner on
Keithley’s ereek to a gentleman’in this city::

Dear N.—I am happy to inform you, my
boy, that the Grotto Tuvnel Company have
struck good pay in their shaft, just now dowa.
This is our second shaft this spring—the first
30, this 40 feet; ‘we missed the centre of the
channel with both shafts, one being on each
side, only 25 feet apart, bat fortunately we
have eneugh of it in our shaft to prove it to
be good ; the pay is 7 or 8 feet deep,and
from 2 (o 4 bits to the bucket, and that on
the very edge of the chanpel. But weare
smothered ‘with water, so much so, that it

[THE NORTH END OF VANCOUVER
ISLAND.

Its Geography—Climate—Timber—Mine-
rals—Natives, etc.

From a geotleman who has just retarned
from a lengthened residence on the northern
end of this island, we ‘obtain the following
interesting: description of th® country lying
round Koskeemo Sound:—

Koskeemo Sound issitnated on the west
coast of the island, about 16 miles-south of
Cape Scott, the nporthern'extremity. It is
divided into three main arms, one running
due east; one to the sonth~east, and one com~
mencing about 20 miles up the Scund, and
running west-nor=west. These arms are 10,
16, and 25 miles long respeectively, siarting
from the head of the main Sound. Numbers
of rivers empty into them, but are . mostly
shallow, and bloeked with fallen timbzr. At
the entrance of the Sonund, on the north side,
is Quatseeno Bay: ahout one and a-half miles
in extent, from which a narrow arm ruos back
cight miles, widening at the extremity into
another smaller bay. At the head of the east
arm, abont 30 miles from the coast, a trail
runs across to Fort Rupert, a distance of 12
miles. There is also a trail from the head of
the south-east arm; to Ki-u-kut, on the coast,
about half way between Cape Scott and
Nootka Sound. ;

FACE OF THE COUNTRY.

The country from Cape Scott, extending
down below Koskeemo Sound, is extremely
mountainous and rugged, many of the hills
being at such an altitude as 1o be covered
with snow throughout the year. The moun-
tains are deasely covered with heavy timber,
chiefly hemlock, to the tops, exceptin the
cases of the loftiest peaks, which are cov-
ered with snow. Narrow  valleys are found
along the banks of -the large rivers, but very
beavily wooded. The only level land to be
fozrd in the vicinity, is between the head of
the east arm and Fort Rupert, through which
the trail crosses. From Koskeemo, half way
across, the land rolls gently; the remaining
half i3 cedar swamps, and beaver meadows.

TIMBER,

The principal timber to be found in this
portion of the island, is hemlock, ‘which is
found in large quantities. The wood is com-
paratively useless for any other purpose than
firewood. 'Farther inland, among the moun-
tains, there are large clear cedar trees, aver-
aging between four und six feet in diamater,
and some reaching eight feet.” There are also
cypress, inland, round the lakes. White and
red pineare to be found all round the Sonnd,
interspersed through the hemlock. Some of
the pines reach a great size. Clumps of alder
and small maple are likewise to be found, but
of little value, except for firing. The natives
manufacture their wooden eating bowlsout of
the latter.

MINERALS.

LATER FROM CARIBOO.

We have been favored with ihe; follo;wing
by Mr. B. Greenbaum, who left Williams
Creek on the 20th Juue:—

Errcsson Co.—This claim,was: payiog as
largely as ever. Our informentsawihe mea
wash out 502 oz. for one dayla werk:

WeLsa Uo.—The cloim adjyining:the above
was still paying well. 2 ;

Avrora Co.—This claim keeps -steadily
paying a very large amouat.

Wake-vr.Jake Co—This ecompany have

lost the ‘lead in the old shaft, and have com-
menced sinking a new one. 7

Tue Foustain Heap O and Parkinson
Co., two claims on McCallum’s Galch, have
up to the present time, beeun ground sluicing,
and will commence washing this week, :

Tue Burceer Co’s. c¢lain on Lightoing
greek was paying from 104 to 200 o0zi. per

ay.
_Tue Discovery Co’s. clain also on Light-
ning Creek was paying as wdl as usual,

MisCELLANEOUS.—A - great. maay. . claims
were in full work and macy companies;
were prospecling. The, Bed Rock Flume:
Cimpany have commenced wirking up from
the Black Jack Tunnel to mset . the part of
the flame previously laid in th: upper. part. of
the creek. The weather was very.fine and
warm. . Business was rather dull .. Two .
droves of cattle were met; one of 300.at Van
Winkle, and another of 100 head at Cook’s .
Ferry, both bound. for Willams, Creek.
Wm. Cunningham was buried at Soda Creak
last Sunday. His wife and mother-to-law re-
tarned to Williams. Creek oo Monday. A
great many pack trains were on the road to
the upper country; also many ox.teams go-
ing to Soda Creek. The new wagon road
from the Mouth of Quesnelle to Williams
Creek is to be commenced this month. A
good many men were ;waiting to go on the
work. The country is very dry from Soda
Creek dowa,. The roads are all in excelleat
order. Oar informant heard that three men
had died of mountain fever on their way up.

GrANT AND Lee CoupareDd.~~The  New
York World in reviewing the Virginia eam=
paiga says, with a good ‘deal 'of jjust ‘dis~
crimination, of the qualities of the two mark
ed men leading the armies, that thus'far our
army has shown more steadiness, the enemy
more ‘mobility. - Grant has beea:cool’ and
inflexible, -Lee fertile ‘and dashing. :The -
manceuvering "in Friday’s battle was’ all'on
the side of Lee, who evinced a readinessof
resource and an easy promptitude “in the
handling of his troops which reflests credit " .
alike on his generalship and the'never failidg:
vigor by which he was checkmated in all of *
his battles. A commander  who “so: many
times daring the day hurled :a'beavy and con-=
centrated mass of troops agaiust”his foe ati+*
distant and unexpected peints, with a sad<
deoness which out-stripped the cownter cons'!
centration by which they were repelledygad. <\’

Helmcken, the patron. of the school, were
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et
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oui the money. His ‘Excelleney was not sat-
isfied with the Assembly’s resolution. “He
had no authority from the Home Government
to pay any. official. out of the. Crown reven:
ues, but the Qolonial Secretary and himself,
and so the House is left to provide for
Mesars. the Chief Justice, Attorncy General,
Burveyor General and Treasurer.

That the Governor, according to Mr. Card-
well’s despatch, is not autherised to pay, out
of the Crown revenue, acy but the two im~
portant functianaries mentioned, there is not
the slightess: doubt. No member of the
House could make that document read other-
wise ; and we are, therefore, not surprised
that His Excellency has, refused to take the
respansibility, according to the resolution of
the Assembly, of paying the remainder of the
Civil List out of the proeeeds of the Crown
lands.” Those officials—the Chief-Justice,
Treasurer, &c.—Mr. Cardwell’s despateh dis-
tinetly states were to be left in the hands of
the Legislature, tlie * provision for their
remuneration” " to be made “in any
way and from any source which might
sem wost appropriate to them.” That
Mr. Cardwel!; 'of ‘at least his subordinates in
the Colonial office, do not understand the
question is, we think, evident ; and perhaps
some portion of their ignorance may be at-
tributed to the phraseology of the famous
resolutions of Febrnary. One thing, however,
is certain, the ‘House canuot go back - on the
action it has already taken. The Colonial
Tevenue cannot be appropriated- for
paying any pertion of the OCivil List, unless
the Crown Lands are given to the Colony.
The Duke of Newcastle’s offer last year to
make over these lands with their proceeds to
the people, with the stipalation that the Co~
lony should provide for an increased Civil
List, was not ‘acecepted, and therefore the
matter rests as before—the Crown being re~
sponsible for the Civil List. : It is not our
purpose tc go into the question of what
should in the abstract constitute the Crown’s
responsibility ina Colony under ap irrespon-
sible. Government—whether the Attorney
General, Treasarer, &o, are officials® for
our - own especial benefit, or for that
¢f the Crown—the question as it at
Present stunds, is whether the House should

2nd prize, Miss Minuie Junogermann.

Tamp Crass—lst prize, Miss J. Street;
2nd prize; Miss Branks; 3td prize, Miss Em~
ma Parker. : :

A great many presents were made to other
scholars, who were cousidered deserving. Dr.
Helmcken made several short and pithy ad-
dresses to the various recipients of prizes,
He Gave also a handsome prize eaeh to Miss
Francis, and Miss Parker, on "Lis own ac-
count, and handed over to' Miss Louisa Mae-
donald, a beautifal Photographie Album,asa
token of esteem from the seholars over whom
she presides.

After the examination was finished, the
forms were speedily ramoved, and the buoy-
ant young spirits indulged in a danee. « The
array of youthfulbeauty was far greater than
we tkought could be gathered in  ovur town,
and the susny littte faces, and neat ‘pretty
dresses, made the scene oue of the gayest.—
Several mammas, auots, and sisters, were pre-
sont, and seemed much pleased with ‘the
progress made by the children.

Prorits or Maxing TurpenTiNg. — We
have before us the eircular of a Portland,
Oregon, firm, manufacturers of turpentine,
rosin, pitch, &c., whose rapid puccess -is a
striking exposition of the profitable nature of
the business. The « principal proprietor ia
the firm commenced business about two
years ago, With we pnderstand bat $50 in
his pecket. He began. collecting the pine
gum and manufacturing the turpentine, and

gradually got on till now he has a fine estab-
Hshment, and is worth some $20,000! This
beats gold mining, and. should encourage

rties to engage in & similar purenit in this
island, where as we haye frequently poiated
out, great advantagea for the business exist.
The country is covered with fir, from which
the tarpentine _is obtained, and which is
kpown tocontain it in copsiderable quanti-
ties, and the price the article commands here
is , most remunerative. The present retail
rate for spirits of turpentine is $3 per gallon.
In a previous issue we gave a few particulars
of a manufactory already . established in
South Saanich, the proprietors.of which have
every prospect of great success, and there is
abundant roem for many such undertakiogs,
with a ready demand for all they can possi-
bly manufacture,

Tax New WooL Crop.—Sheep-shearing
has just finished in the vicinity of Victoria,
and in some cases the crop has been already
disposed of. Several of our principal growers
bave sold their clip to a Victorian purchaser
for 12 to 15 cents per.lb.—an extremely low
figure, when the price in England at last ad-
vices was 60 cents,

9

80 we' are sale from
jumpers, but at present "tis like the possession
of a diamond to a poor man. The weather
here is fine, no rain yet. Chinamen here by
the hundred; trade slow ; no bed rock flarue
operations yet,'and bw little vews. | think
times will be brisk this summer. We have
a post-office now at the Forks of Quesnelle,
so our letters will go direct and no hambug.

#*#

key to the ground, 8

GEORGE ROBERTS' DEATH.

WirLiaMs CREEK. Cuunoo; }
18th June, 1864.

Eprror Britisa Cononist: Sir,—Io your

contemporary’s issue of the 3lst May, the,

enclosed slip directed my attention to some
facts in Telation to it:—

« Tgg Fare oF RoBERTs.—At San Juap
Island the impression prevails ‘that Roberts
was murdered by bis two companions, who
then upset the boat, and sent her adrift, after
which they were taken across to the other side
inan Indian canve. This impression arises
from the mysterions manner of the Indians in
the vicinity, who seem indisposed to talk over
the matter, when questioned by the whites.”

I was the owner of the boat he sailed from
Victoria in,up.to the day before his departare
froms that place for San Juan Island; and as
I was thoroughly acquainted with the char-
acter and abilities of the boat, having tested
her in a voyage to and from the Bentinck
Arm, and having crossed wnd re-crossed the
Gulf of Georgia, and: the: Queen. Charlolte
Sound, in very beavy weather, I have to ac-
cord my testimony in favor of the impression
"expressed ‘in the enclosed paragraph, that
foul play bas bad something to do in that sad
affair.

[ have therefore, first. to state, that the
character of the ‘mate who had commaund of
the boat for Roberts, was far from being a
good one. -

Secondly, Had the boat been capsized, her
mast would have been found standing in her,
when picked up—which was not the case —
This I know, from the fact that it was so tight
ly fitted in the -step, on which it rested, and
through the thwart, through which it passed,
that without manual aid it could not be re-
moved. - Aod lastly, the depgh of her false
keel gave her such a hold in The water, that
any ordinary equall could not capsize bers 10
addition to which, her sails were light, and
tidily balanced. . ‘

1 am, sir,
Your obedient servant,
Joux MoRgis.

The man who imagined bimself wise be-
cause he detected some typographical errors
in a newspaper has been tryiog to get a per-

pendicular view of a rainbow.

be found in different parts of the Sound.
Qur informant who is an old miner, has
washed on most of the streams and bars for
gold, but pever got a “color.”

THE NATIVES,

The Indians residing on the Sound are a
peaceable timid race. They bave been much
ill.used by the Ki-a-kats and Fort Rupert
tribes, who have from time pounced upon
them and thinued their numbers. - There are
now only two tribes on the Sound—the Kos-
keenos and Quat-seenos, the former number-
ing about 300 in all, and the latter only 40.
There was formerly another tribe named the
Coup ‘eenos, - numbering 60 to 70, of whom
but two adults, a man aod a woman, remain.
The whole tribe was butchered a few years
ago by the Fort Ruperts and the Naas—pats
Iodians. The Kos-keeunos and Quat-seenos
live very guietly, and seldom have an oppor«
-tunity of getting intoxicated. They never
strike one another, but'if enraged they talk
loudly, and one of the party puts an end to
the dispute by jumping in‘o a canoe and pad-
dling to another camp and representing that
he is in a violent state of indignation. Their
diet is fish and roots; during sGimmer they
procure venison and bears meat. They trap
a few beaver and martia, but as a rule get
very few furs and skins, as they are afraid to
venture far from home.

MODE OF FISHING.

During the month of Aypril, when herrings
are spawning, immense ‘numbers ara se«
cured with a sort of rake, consisting of a
long rod with from 36 to 40 spikes or wires
driven into the end, about un inch.apart. ' An
{odian takes his station at the stern of the
canoe and works the rake straight down, rais-
ing it again at the bow, and shaking the fish
into the canoe. They also precure the spawn
itself by sinking hemlock branches in the
water, and so soon as they are sofficiently
covered with the spawn they are taken up
aod dried. The spawn is then rubbed off,
and after the leaves have been taken out, 1t
is washed in fresh water and eaten,

Swort-Sieurep Pornicy.—The proprietor
of the salmon fisheries being about to ship a
schooner load of salt, ete., to his new station
on Mud Bay, near Point Roberts, applied to
the British Columbian Government to be
allowed to clear at this port, and ship direct
to the station. His request was, bowever,
refused, and he was compelled to take his
schooner all the way up to New W estminster,

enter and clear at that port, reload, and come
pearly balf the way back again, thus making
a trip of one or two days occupy probably as
many weeks, Truly this is developing re-
sources’” with a vengeance !

On the other hand, General Grant’s quality
(and it is one of the highest) is an unconqaer-
able tenacity of purpose. He is a soldier
who cannot be shaken or daunted ; whose im-
pertarable coolness canoot_be ruffled by;the
most unexpected and tbreatening ineidents. . . .
Iostead of losing poise and. gettingintoa ..
flutter when this or that part of hisline se¢ms__.,
vreaking and about to give way, he isin-
capable of believing its possibility, even
though it be taking place before his eyes. ‘A" _
General who is made’‘of this staunch staff "~
cannot easily be beaten. A defeatl in battle®
is oftener a moral than a physical resalt;"

) . w#

heavy fighting tends to bring on, on one ‘side, ™
or the other,'a moment of wavering or dis="
couragement’; and then an army saccumbg
ratuer to these feelings than’to a’ physieal
impossibility of prolonging the contest.  If
it i hts on with danntless’steadiness,in the "’
face- of discouragement—and still more, if "
it can pever know the feelirg, its superior
morale may prove an cvermatch for the otber
side, which may be overtaken by that sudden “"
quailing which is tbe turning point of fortane.
Geueral Grant’s ‘dogged and indomitable’
teoacity, and bis utter incredulity to the
existence of danger 18 an-earnest that he will
not be disconcerted by the mest unexpected
manceavres, nor yield, nor allow his army to*
yield, to a sudden dnd disastrous surprise. “ "
Lee, with his soperior readiness and fer-
tility, has never given evidence of this stub:
born and invincible persistence. His'is the
mobility and the dash of the wave ; not the
firmness of the rock. His courage, like the
good man’'s wrath, subsides with the going
down of the sun. It wasso” at Antietam ;
it was 8o at Gettysburg; it was so again ldst
Friday after the great battle of the Wilder-"
pess. Ina prelimindry engagemient he'is
buoyant and hopeful ; but when all his forces
have been brought up and be has 'handled"
them like a master ‘through’ the hours of a *
long day, his overstrained facultics become
relaxed ‘after so much brilliant and fruitless
endeavor ; lassitude and loss of ardor fifl the °
night—very likely a sleepless night—with
gloomy forebodings, and he Las no stomach
for renewing the fight next day. The mowmw
phlegmatic and imperturbable 'Graus; whose -
in-ensibility to danger bas ‘not allowed him
to be wrouzht up ‘to a high piteh of excite-
ment, does not siuk into exhaustion'when the
day’s tighting is over, and is' ready‘to enter
on the next day’s’ work with a mind which
“ bates po jot of heart or hope.” “This is"a
maiter of mere temperament ; but something
akin to it has been poseessed by nearly all
the gfeat comwanders. They Bave slept’
soundly on the night béfore und the night
after tbe most mowmentous batile—a cértain in-
dication that they possessed that strevgth and
steadiness of the nervous'system which does ®
not, as in the meré man of thought and ge-
nius, wear itself out in self-consuming ex~
citement. G e
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