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Kaiser’s M emoirsl

The

By WILHELM VON HOHENZOLLERN,

(Former Emperor of Germany)

the Algeciras conference the out-

line of the great war was already
wigible. It i» assuredly not pleasant
1o be forced to retreat politically, as
e did in the Morocco matter, but
jGermany’s policy subordinated every-
¥hing to the great cause of preserv-
Ing the peace of the world.

We tried to attain this end by
fourtesy, which was partially resent-
pd. I recall the journey of my mother,
the Empress Frederick, to Paris. We
pxpected a tolerably good reception,
jpince she was an English princess
pnd went, as an artist, to be the guest
pf French art. Twice I visited the
Empress FEugegie—once from Alder-

hot at her castle of Fernborough,

he other time aboard her yacht, in
INorwegian waters, near Bergen. This
was a piece of politeness that seemed
Jo me perfectly natural, seeing that
¥ happened to be very near her. When
the French General Bonnal was in
JBeriin with several officers, these
entlemen dined with the Second In-
antry Regiment. 1 was present and
oasted the French army—something
hat was still out of the ordinary, but

as done with the best intentions. 1

rought French female and male

rtists to Germany. All this sort of
hing, of course, was a trifle in the
Breat game of politics, but it at least
ghowed our goodwill.

With regard to Russia. T went
khe utmost trouble. My letters. pub-
Bished in the meantime, were natural-
3y never sent without the knowledge
of the imperial chancellors, but al-
wrays in agreement with them and
fargely at thelr desire. Russia would
@oubtless never have got into a war
with Germany under Alexander 8601
gfor he was reliable. Czar Nicholas
was weak and vacillating: whoever

to

had last been with him was right;
and, naturally, it was impossible for
me always to be that individual.

I made every effort with this czar
also, to restore the traditional friend-
ship between Germany and Russia. I
was moved to do so not only by
political reasons but by the promise

{ which I had made to my grandfather

on his deathbed.

I most urgently advised Czar Nich-
olas, repeatedly, to introduce liberal
reforms within his country, to sum-
mon the so-called great duma, which
existed and functioned even as far
back as the reign of Ivan the Ter-
rible. In doing so it was not my in-
tention to interfere in Russian in-
ternal affairs; what I wanted was to
eliminate, in the interests of Ger-
many, the ferment going on in Rus-
sia, which had often enough been de-
flected before to foreign conflicts, as
1 have already described. I wished
to welp toward eliminating at least
this one phase of the internal situa-
tion in Russia, which threatened to
cause war, and I was all the more
willing to make the effort since I
might thereby serve both the czar
and Russia.

The czar paid no heed to my ad-
vice, but created a new duma instead
which was quite inadequate for cop-
ing with the situation. Had he sum-
moned the old duma he might have
dealt and talked personally with all
the representatives of his huge realm
and won their confidence.

When the czar resolved upon war
against Japan, I told him that I
would assure him security in the rear
and cause him no annoyance.
many kept this promise.

Grand Duke's Visit.

When the course taken by the war

Ger-
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did not fulfill the czar's expectations
and the Russian and Japanese arm-
ies finally lay before each other for
weeks without serious fighting, the
yvoung brother of the czar, Grand
Duke Michael, arrived at Berlin for
a visit. We could not quite make
out what he wanted. Prince Bulow,
who was then chancellor, requested
me to ask the grand duke some time
how matters really stood with Rus-
sia; he said that he, the prince, had
received bad news and thought it was
high time for Russia to bring the
war to an end. :

I undertook this mission. The
grand duke was visibly relieved when
I spoke to him frankly; he declared
that things looked bad for Russia.
1 told him that it seemed to me that
the ezar ought to make peace soon,
since what the grand dyke had told
me about the unreliability of troops
and officers appeared to me quite as
serious as the renewed internal agi-
tation.

Grand Duke Michael was grateful
for my having given him an oppor-
tunity to talk. He said that the czar
was vacillating, as always, but he
must make peace and would make it
if 1 advised him to do so, He asked
me to write a few lines to the czar
to that effect for him to deliver.

I drafted a letter in English to Czar
Nicpolas, went to Bulow, told him
what the grand duke had told me,
and showed him the draft of my let-
ter. The prince thanked me and
found the letter suitable. The grand
duke informed the Russian ambas-
sador in Berlin, Count Osten-Sacken,
and, after he had repeatedly express-
ed his thanks, went direct to the
czar, who then had peace negotia-
tions begun.

Count Osten-Sacken told me, when
next we met, that I had done Russia
a great service. I was glad this was
recognized, and felt justified in hop-
ing, on account of this, that my con-
duct would contribute toward bring-
ing about friendly relations with
Russia. In acting as I did I also
worked toward preventing the pos-

! sible spread of a Russian revolution,

during the Russo-Japanese war,
across the frontiers of Germany. Ger-
many earned no thanks thereby;
however, our conduct during the
Russo-Japanese war is another proof
of our love of peace.

Tho same purpose underlay my

i suggestion which led to the Bjorko
| 2greement
| templated an alliance between Ger-

(July, 1%05). It econ-
many and Russia, which both the
allies as well as other yations should
be at liberty to join. Ratification of
this agrecment failed through the

opposition of the Russian govern-

{ ment (Isvolsky).

1t remains to say a few words
about America. Aside from the Gen-
tlemen’'s Agreement already men-
tioned, which assured America’s
standing beside England and France
in a world war, America did not be-
long to the entente cordiale created
by King Edward VII at the behest of
his government, and, most important
of zll, America, in so far as it is
possible at present to judge events,
did not contribute toward bringing
on the world war. Perhaps the un-
friendly answer given by President
Wilson to the German government at
the beginning of the war may have
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} der my country

had some connection with the Gen-
tlemen’s Agreement.
American Factors in Defeat.

But there can be no doubt that
America’s entry into the war, and the
enormous supplies of ammunition,
and, especially, of war materials,
which preceded her entry, seriously
hurt the chance of the central pow-
ers to bring the war to a successful
termination by force of arms.

It is necessary, however, to avoid

also, since, in the gréat game of
politics, real factors only can be
considered, America was at liberty
(despite the Gentlemen’s Agreement)
to remain neutral or to enter the war
on the other side. One cannot re-
proach a nation for a decision as to
war or peace made in accordance
with its sovereign rights so long as
the decision is not in violation of
definite agreements. Such is not the
caso here.

Nevertheless, it must be noted that
John Kenneth Turner, in his already
mentioned book, “Shall It Be Again?”
shows, on the basis of extensive
proofs, that all Wilson’s reasons for
America’s cntry into the war, were
fictitious, that it was far more a case
of acting solely in the interest of
Wall Street high finance.

The great profit derived by Amer-
ica from the world war consists in
tho fact that the United States was
able to attract to itself nearly 50 per
cent of all the gold in the world, so
that now the dollar, instead of the
English pound, determines the world's
exchange rate. But here also no re-
proach is at all justified, since any
other nation in a position to do so
would have rejoiced in attracting to
itself this increase of gold and of
prestige in the world’'s money mar-
ket. It was certainly regrecttable for
us that America did not do this stroke
of business on the side of the central
powers.

But just as Germany objects with
perfect justification to having had
her peaceful labors combated by the
entente, not with peaceful, but with
warlike means, so also she can and
must enter constant protest—as she
is already trying to do by means of
published material—against: Amer-
ica’s violation of the right at the
close of the world war.

Personally I do not believe that the
American people wuld have consent-
ed to this; American women partic-
ularly would not have participated
in the denial of President Wilson's
fourteen points, if they could have
been enlightened at that time as to
the facts. America, more than other
countries, had been misled by Eng-
lish propaganda, and therefore allow-
ed President Wilson, who had been
provided with unprecedented pow-
ers, to act on his own {nitiative at
Paris—in other words, to be beaten
down on his fourteen points. Just as
Mr. Wilson omitted mentior, later
on, of the English blockade, against
which he had protested previously,
so also he acted with regard to his
fourteen points.

The German government had ac-
cepted Wilson's fourteen points, al-
though they were severe enough. The
allies likewise had accepted the four-
teen points,. with the exception of
those on reparations and the freedom
of the seas. Wilson had guaranteed
the fourteen points.

Fourteen Points Abandoned.

I fail to find the most important
of them in the Versailles instrument,
but only those expressing the en-
tente's policy of violence, and even
part of these in a greatly falsified
form. Relying on Wilson’s guaran-
tce, Germany evacuated the enemy
territory occupied by her and sur-
rendered her ~weapons—in other
words, made herself defenseless. In
this blind . confidence and the
abandonment of the fourteen points
on the one side, and in the outbreak
of the German revolution on the
other, lies the key to our present
condition.

According to Turner, the fourteen
points, as far back as the drawing
up of the armistice terms, were, to
Wilson, no more than a means of

he dropped them.

Already a very large part of the
American people has arrayed itself
against Mr. Wilson and is unwilling
to be discredited along with him. 1
am not dreaming of spontaneous
American help for Germany; alll 1
count upon is the sober acknowledg-
ment by the American people that
it has to make good the gigantic
wrong done Germany by its former
president.
victory does not last forever, and
later on, not only in Germany but
elsewhere, people will femember the
unreliability of the American presi-
dent and look upon it as American
unreliability.

That is not a good thing, however,
for the American people. To have
the policy of a nation branded with
vantageous. When judgment is
passed hereafter on American policy,
people will forget that Mr. Wilson,
unversed in the ways of the world,
was trapped by Lloyd George and
Clemenceau.

I have met=—particularly at the
Kiel regatta—many American men
and women whose political judgmert
and caution would make it impos-
sible for them to approve such a
flagrant breach of faith as was com-
mitted by Mr. Wilson, because of its
effect on America's political prestige.
It is upon such considerations of na-
tional egotism, not upon any sort of
sentimental considerations, that 1
base my hope, that Germany's bur-
den will be lightened from across the
ocean.

Besides the injustice in the aban-
donment of the Fourteen Points, it
must also be remembered that Mr.
Wilson was the first to demand of
the German reigning dynasty that it
withdraw, in doing which he hinted
that, were such action taken, the
German people would be granted a
better peace. Before the government
of Prince Max joined in the demand
for my abdication of the throne,
which it based on the same grounds
as Mr. Wilson—that Germany would
thereby get better terms—(prevention
of civil war was used as a second
means of bringing pressure on me)—
it was in duty bound to get some
sort of a binding guarantee from
Mr. Wilson. In any event, the state-
ments made, which became continu-
.ally more urgent and pressing, con-
| tributed toward making me rcsolve
to quit the country, since I was con-

| strained to believe that I couid ren- |
a great scrvice by so |

21l emotional criticism of America |

Accepted “Sight Unseen.”
1 subordinated my own interests
and those of my dynasty, whick cer-
tainly were not unimportant, and
forced myself, after the severest in-
ward struggles, to acquiesce in the
wish of the German authorities. Later
it transpired that the German gov-
ernment had obtained no real guar-
antees, But, in the tumultuous
sequence of events during those days,
it was necessary for me to consider
the unequivocal and definite an-
nouncement of the imperial chancel-
lor as authoritative. For this reason
I did not investigate it.

Why the entente demanded,
through Mr. Wilson, that 1 should
abdicate is now obvious. It felt per-
fectly sure that, following my being
dispossessed of the throne, military
and political instability would neces-
sarily ensue in Germany and enable
it to force upon Germany not easier
but harder terms. At that time the
revolution had not yet appeared as an
aid to the Entente.

¥or me to have remained on the
throne would have seemed to the
Entente more advantageous to Ger-
many than my abdication. I myself
agree with this view of the Entente,
now that it has turned out that the
Max of Baden government had no
substantial foundation for its declar-
ation that my abdication would bring
better terms to my fatherland.

1 go even further and declare that
the Entente would never have dared
to offer such terms to an intact Ger-
man Empire. It would not have
dared to offer them to an imperial
realm upon which the parliamentary
system had not yet been forced, with
the help of German Utopians, at the
very moment of its final fight for ex-
istence, to a rcalm whose monarchical
government had not been deprived of
the power to command its army and
navy.

In view of all this, heavy guilt also
lics on the shoulders of the American
ex-president as a result of his hav-
ing demanded my abdication under
the pretence that it would bring Ger-
many better terms. Here we
certainly have a point of support for
the powerful lever which is destined
to drag the treaty of Versailles from
where it lies behind lock and Kkey.
In Germany, however, Mr. Wilson
should never be confused with the
American people.

In setting forth my political

also

prin-

iciples in what follows, I am actuated

solely by a desire to contribute to-
ward proving Germany's innocence
of having brought on the world war.

From the outset of my reign Ger-
man policy was based upon compro-
mise of the differences which it found
existing between nations. In its en-
tirety, therefore, my policy was emi

nently peaceful. This policy of peace-
ful compromise became apparent in
internal politics, at the very begin-
ning of my reign, in the legislation
desired by me for the protection of
the workers. The development of
#cial legislation, which placed Ger-
many at the head of civilized nations
in the domain of governmental pro-
tection, was based on a like founda-
tion.

The -fundamental idea of a policy
of compromise went far within
Germany that the strength of the
army would have remained far less
than universal compulsory military
gservice and the size of the population
made possible. Here, as well as in
the matter of naval construction, the
curtailments demanded by the Reich-
stag were put up with by the crown
and the government. Already at that
time the question of Germany's capa-
bilities of defence was left to the de-
cision of the people’s representatives.
A nation that wished and prepared
war would have adopted quite dif-
ferent tactics. :

Inadequate Preparedness.

The more apparent the Entente's
policy of encirclement and attack be-
came, the more the means of protect-
ing our welfare should have been
strengthened for defensive reasons.
This idea of natural and justified
self-protection, by means of defensive
measures against a possible hostile
attack, was carried out in a wretch-
edly inadequate manner.

Germany's desire for peace, in fact,
was unable to develop this protection
by land and sea in a manner compa-
tible with her financial and national
strength and with the risk which our
{welfare was bound to run in case of a
war. Therefore, we are now suffer-
ing not from the consequences of the

s0

tendency toward aggression falsely
consequences of a well-nigh incred-,
fidence.

The entirely different
principles of the Entente have al-|

ready been described by me, also our |
jcontinuous efforts to get upon friend- |
{1y terms with the individual Entente |
{nations.

! I do not wish to ignore vnmplctrly{l
fHw less important work done by Ger- g
imany, also included within
ifr;.mmvork of politics on a large scale I
twhich was by
i&)hl{‘«

always inspired
effect

jof existing points of conflict.

purpose; to
The |
U{M regatta brought us guests from |

lall the leading nations. We sought |

ible love of peace and of blind con- | ;

political
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the neutral territory of sport as
the domain of science by means
exchange professors, and foreign offi-
cers were most willingly allowed ta

-inspect our army system. This latter

made

statement:
“If we once look upon events without
prejudice, with complete independence
and frankness, without bothering about
which camp chance placed us {n at
birth, the following is forced upon our
'altﬂntum first of all: The war of 1914
|is a consequence of the war of 1870
| Tor, ever since that earlier date, the
li'iv:n, ¢f revenge, more or less veiled
has never left us.
\, “The war of 1870, however, was pre
| pared and declared by the French gov-
|ernment. The French Empire, indeed,
I needed it very badly in order to con
| tend against interior troubles and
i steadily growing unpopularity with the
| public. Even Gambetta, the wild tribune
|of the opposition, exclaimed: ‘If the
| empire brings us the left bank of the
iTIhinn‘ 1 shall become reconciled
L it was a war of congq
nobody ered about what the 1
iq'h‘"{ﬂ:l populations might have to say
{about it. *‘We shall bend their will to
Thus it is written in the law
f the victor.
| ‘“And now
| for doing
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