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which for country's cause had been 
thereby temporarily stayed.

1 do not propose. Mr. President, to 
advance lengthy arguments In sup­
port of this Bill, as to do so would be 
not only unnecessary, but Impertin­
ent Bach Hon. Member Is tally cog­
nizant of the purpose of the present 
Legislation. It 'Woman's Suffrage 
were a new proposal, or one which 
had not been accepted generally 
throughout the Empire, and by most 
civilised lands, Its history and the 
story ot Its successes would be ex­
pected. But these ate all familiar, and 
It would be as futile to weary you 
with vain repetitions as to attempt to 
pant the Illy, to carry coals to New­
castle, or, as a well known and highly 
respected medico, did in the days of 
his lnnocency bring codliver oil to 
Newfoundland-for the benefit and be­
half ot^Jiie prospective patients. It 
Is sufficient to say that the Bill con­
fers the franchise on all women over 
25 years of age on the same terms 
and conditions as It Is now conferred 
on men over the age of 1L In Brit­
ain the age limit Is SO. In many 
lands It dates from legal majority. 
The present proposal Is a compi om­
ise, and will, I trust be acceepted tv* 
the Chamber In that spirit.

Whilst"! fall to see why, ultimately, 
there should not be absolute equality 
between the sexes, until the franchise 
involve» a literacy qualification the 
path of restriction may prove the path 
of wisdom. My hope, If not my con­
fidence, Is that the Government may 
at the next session see lit to so farther 
amend the Electoral Act as to take 
such steps as may be necessary to 
abolish the marking ot ballots by re­
turning officers, except In case* of 
physical disability, and without In­
volving hardship to the aged. It Is 
a sad commentary and a. shameful 
one, on our educational system, that 
the Illiterate vote continues so Im­
portant a factor at successive elec-; 
tlons. Moreover, there Is a further 
hope that the day may not be distant 
when a section of the Act, abandoned 
twelve years ago, thereby causing 
grevlous scandals at successive con­
tests, will be restored, or substituted 
by some section equally and if pos­
sible more effective. These, however, 
are matters tor Government respon­
sibility, and the present 1» a private 
Bill. It has passed the Assembly un­
animously, because of the singleness 
ot lta purpose, and the total absence 
of con trove real details.

I am not, Mr. President, under any 
Illusions as to the effect ef the Bill, 
It and when It finds Its place on the 
Statute Book. It will produce neither 
a new Heaven or a new earth. The 
Millenium will not dawn. The old
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Island, to her glorious womanhood, 
and not of any section or division.

At the request ot the woman suffra­
gist^ the charge ot this Bill in this 
ChamBer has devolved upon me, and 
I account It not only a high honor, 
but a cherished privilege. That there 
are thoee In the Chamber more skill­
ed, more experienced and more ac­
ceptable, I am only too conscious. My 
hope Is, however, that the Importance 
ot the mattethe Justice ot the 
claims which find expression in the 
Bill now before us, will be all the ad­
vocacy required, and will prove sut- 
ficlent, not only to assure It sate pas­
sage, but to evoke the sympathy and 
hearty support of every tomber.

On March 10th, 1910, a few days 
over 16 years ago, what may be rea­
sonably termed the first measure of 
enfranchisement for women came be­
fore this Chamber, and on" that occas­
ion, as on this, the honor of its Intro­
duction devolved upon me. It was a 
Bill to Amend the Law Society Act, 
so that the door» of the legal profes­
sion, until recent years, and In somo 
lands even now, so exclusive, might 
be opened wide to women. In the As­
sembly it received majority support, 
but' not unanimity, and in the Council 
the result was similar. The member­
ship was smaller then and when the 
second reading was moved there were 
only 10 member» present, of whom 
only three; now occupy seats in this 
Chamber. Tbe-Bill became law and 
ha» been on the Statute Book now for 
fifteen years. It may Justly be regard­
ed as the first step In the march to­
wards the goal of which the Bill now 
before the House 1s the issue; the 
first step towards a full enfranchise­
ment.

Looking up the Hansard of that 
year I am interested to note that the 
motion for the second reading closed 
with these words:—“When we delib­
erately refuse the woman tax-payer, 
.the woman,, bread-winner, the right 
of the franchise, we are giving cause 

a quotation which in­
dicates dearly that the vision ot that 
time was rot limited to professional 
aspirations. In a land where indir­
ect taxation prevails every woman le 
a tax-payor, and It to not a pleasing 
comment, or one for self-congratula­
tion, that these obvious rights have 
been so long wlthholden. But for 
agitation—agitation which has been 
conducted in a manner beyond re­
proach, and worthy of all praise, ag­
itation which was net merely Invited, 
but demanded by the failure to recog­
nize the Just rights ot woman-citizen­
ship—this measure would not be be­
fore us to-day. There are in our 
midst some women, who have enjoyed 
the full rights of citizenship In other 
parts of the Empire, but have been 
compelled by our Insistent conser­
vatism, on arrival In our midst, British 
subject» and- our kinsfolk, to surrend­
er the rights which other lande, just­
ly and wisely have accorded them, 
and resume their places amongst the 
non-vjotens.the cri min aile, the imbe­
ciles and the immature ot the land. 
Here are thoee whose sisters are 
citizens with all the rights and priv­
ileges ot their brothers; whilst their 
wives are excluded". It is well to de­
plore these injustices, and it la humil­
iating, bat the opportunity to remedy 
them Is now.

There are some men who contemptu­
ously brush aside the Just claims of 
womanhood, arrogate to themselves 
and their sex superiority and intellect, 
of Judgment, of initiative power and 
of Executive ability, whilst others 
discourse of the gentleness, the pur­
ity, the delicacy ot womanhood being 
soiled by contact with the stern real­
ities of life, and their dainty feet mu* 
died by traversing the paths that pub­
lic men meet tread. It the experien­
ces Of other lands' count for anything, 
the proportion ot women who aspire 
to public life Is but a fraction of one 
per cent No woman need be con­
taminated by entering a polling 
booth. The great majority of them 
do far harder work, and face more 
dirt and more danger every day ot 
their lives. The sympathy and con­
sideration extended to them, the earn­
est desire to relieve them from the 
regularities and unpleasantness of 
life for part of one day In every four 
years, or even In every one or two, Is. 
really touching, but It would be more 
commendable and more considerate 
and more worthy ot them, It men 
would remember that their mothers, 
wives and sisters, no matter what 
their station in life may be, are dally 
facing difficulties and solving prob- 
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■8 order in variety we see, 
ivhere, though all things differ, , for agitation,
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lit Is with the party system, har­
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varieties of opinion, may be 
wmonizet! through comradeship 
innkness, cemented by loyalty,

■ provide the force necessary to 
» stability.
F for to-day, party has disappear-
i The Bill under consideration le
iCovernment measure. It is not 
Imre featured by any one party.
I sponsored by men of all parties, 
kiiimentavv terms it is a priveto 
lit rather, a non-Government Bill,
B never has a Bill of more wide 
htion been presented to this 
Mature. One halt ot the popn- 
I oi Newfoundland is directly in­
to*!' the other half indirectly. Ot 
110,033 residents ot Newfoundland 
toted when the census was last 
I in 1921, 128,948 were females, 
pr 49 out of every hundred. Sure- 

well that a matter of such 
Fince so fraught with possibilt- 
I nhonld be discussed and dealt 
I free from the trammels or 11m- 
h of party. Let the gift or the 
towt, or by whichever name It 
Ik regarded, be the spontaneous 
P of the whole manhood ot the

and comfortable
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of a “Sisterhood," which recognises 
the kinship ot humanity, and the un­
ity of its Interest», irrespective ot race 
or sex.

It to said that woman won the right 
to the Franchise as the result ot her 
self-sacrificing work during the years 
Ot war. He would be churl Indeed, and 
Ingrate, who refused the tribute of 
hie admiration and his praise for 
what was there accomplished by the 
daughters ot the Empire, and ot our 
own fair land. Surely, they then 
proved the mettle ot their pasture, 
their courage, their adaptability. It 
proof were needed, ot that no doubt 
can linger In the minds of men. The 
tribute ot the Great War Veterans ot 
Newfoundland, presented recently In 
resolution form, was as graceful as it 
was merited. They voiced convictions 
gained on fields ot battle, where, In 
full comradeship, the gentler sex
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nlzed, rather than a gift. But it as a ties may it soon be lees, in this land, 
gift it Is considered, then the gift is as now in so many others, to traverse 
free, and without thoee conditions the pathway of public, as well as of 
which might possibly regarded as at- primal duties, and It the Journey to 
tachlng to a party measure. over abstacles, and on thorny roads,

Nor am I In any way disturbed by it will neither frighten *nor repel 
fears ot sex warfare. The interests of them.
men and womtih arc inseparable. His- it ig not so long a time ago when 
tory will, in all likelihood repeat It- the Mother Lands were ruled by poc- 
selt. Women will have the Leglsla- Met boroughs and faggot votes. The 
ture'open to their admission, but it is franchise has gradually grown until 
very doubtful whether the applicants to-day it comprehends both there, and 
will be many. The right will be tn almost every division of the Em- 
theire, but right and inclination do plre (tg manhood and lte womanhood, 
not necessarily coincide. Some years prejudice has been dissipated, objec- 
have elapsed since the vivacious and j tiong have disappeared; a wider etti- 
courageous Angle-American, Lady zenehtp hag arisen, and with It a wld-
Aetor took her seat in the House of er patriotism. What is true ot the 
Commons. There are only three wo- whoie tB true ot the part, and that it 
men there to-day. K is an Illuminât- trne 1914 to 1918 bear» Indubitable 
Ing fact that ot the Aral two women witness. . So may It he said ot Now- 
membere ot the British Parliament, foundland as the great poet said ot 
one was a Conservative, the other a the land from which our forefathers 
Liberal, whilst the first actually elect- and toremothers sprung,— 
ed the Countess Markovlecz who tail­
ed to take her seat, belonged to anoth- £ $ j^t a^oM^own
er party. Where the country stands where Freedoip slowly broadens 
most to gain to in the widening ot In- down 
terest In matters of what may he not Firm precedent to precedent, 
inaptly spoken of as domestic policy. May the precendent which the Bill 
There are spheres ot community in- now hef0re this ^Chamber is endeavor- 
terest in which men must necessity ]Dg establish prove a far forward 
walk like Agag, delicately. The home Btep towa,,1s that stability ot Gov- 
Ilte, education, hygiene, community ernment, end that sense of citizen- 
interest, philanthropy, will find new shlp wltll lts services, its responslbil- 
afid more qualified champions. Wo- lt|es and it9 privileges, the due re­
man's Influence will probably not be cognltlon of which by women equally 
greatly Increased, tor that influence is wlth men ig essential to national 
already beyond computation; but with progperity, happiness and progress, 
the fulness ot citizenship there will «Haec dona tibi Ferro" 1a a familiar 
come larger opportunities, and with motto yay it be your privilege,. Mr. 
the increase ot these deeper apprécia- Pre8ident, m complete the gift or 
tion ot the responsibilities which at0nemtot tc- the women, to New: 
equality In citizenship wHl place upon foundland, ere many hours, have pass-
them. Woman will stand to gain by officially notifying the Speaker
her enfranchisement. Man will gain * •-
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