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Island, to her glorious womanhood,
and not of any section or division. -
At the reguest of tae woman suftra-
gistg, the charge of this Bill in this
ChamBer has devolved upon me, and
I account it not only a high honor,
but a chericked privilege. That there
are those in the Chamber more skill-
ed, more experienced and more ac-
ceptable, I am only too conscious. My
hope is, however, that the importance
of the mattas,nd the justice of the
claims which find expression in ‘the
Bill now before us, will be all the ad-
vocacy required, and will prove suf-
ficient, not only to assure it safe pas-
sage, but to evoke the sympathy and
hearty support of every imember.

On March 10th, 1910, a few days
over 16 yecars ago, what may be rea-
sonably termed the first measure of
enfranchisement for women came be-
fore this Chamber, and on that occas-
ion, as on this, the honor of its intro-
duction devolved upon me. It was a
Bill to Amend the Law Society Act,
80 that the doors of the legal profes-
sion, until recent years, and in some
lands even now, so exclusive, might
be opened-wide to women. In the As-
sembly it received majority support,
but not unanimity, and in the Council
the result was similar., The member-
ship was smaller then and when.the
second reading was moved there were
only 10 members présent, of whom
only three now ogcupy seats in_ this
Chamber. TheBill became law and
has been on the Statute Book now for
fifteen years. It may justly be regard-
ed as the first step in the march to-
wards the goal of which the Bill now
before the House is the issue; ithe
first step towards a full enfranchise-
ment,

Looking up the Hansard of that
vear I am interested to note that the
motion for the second reading closed
with these words:—“When we delib-
erately refuse the woman tax-payer,
,the woman  bread-winner, the right

‘ot the franchise, we are giving cause

shere, though all things differ, , for ‘agitation,” a quotation which in=
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dicates clearly that the vision of that
time was rot limited to professional
aspirations. In a land where indir-
ect taxation prevails every woman is
a tax-payer, ‘and it is not a pleasing
comment, or one for self-congratuia-
tioh, that these obvious rights have
been so long withholden. But for
agitation—agitation which has been
conducted in a manner beyond re-
proach, and worthy of all praise, ag-
itation which was not ‘merely invited,
but demanded by the failure to recog-
nize the just rights of woman-citizen-
ship—this measure would not be be-
fore us to-day. There are in our
midst some women, who have enjoyed
the full rights of citizenship in other
parts of the Empire, but have been
compelled by our insistent conser-
vatism, on arrival in our midst, British
 subjects and- our- kinsfolk, to surrend-
er the rights which other lands, just-
ly and wisely have accorded them,
and resume their places amongst the
non-ybters,the criminafls, the inibe-
ciles and the immature of the land.
There are those whose sisters are
citizens with all the rights and priv-
ileges of their brothers; whiist their
wives are excluded. It is well to de-
plore these injustices, and it is humil-
iating, but the opportunity to remedy
them is now.

There are some men who contemptu~-
ously brush aside the just claims of
womanhood, arrogate to themselves
and _tholr sex superiority and intellect,;
of judgment, of initiative power and
of Executive ability, whilst others
discourse of the gentleness, the pur-
ity, the delicacy of womanhood being |
soiled by contact with the stern real--|
ities of life, and their dainty feet mud:’
dled by traversing the paths that pub-
lic men must tread. If the experien-
ces of other lands count for anythmg,
the proportion of women who: aspire
to public life is but a fraction of one
per cent. No woman need be con~

,‘.@m,.nuﬁ.a ay in every fon
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women.” Howormlotw
been right. Women also reason; and

or both fail to play their part. Tn this
instance sentiment may whisper but
it is reason that shouts aloud.

Even Tennyson, a Victorian of the
Victorians, ‘and no friend of wider
franchise, whether for males or fe-
males, spoke of “woman as the lesser
man,” a not too complimentary defi-
nition it .may be, but at least.a.recog-
nition of her parta p and coms
radeship in the stress ahd strain, the
sorrows, the joys and .the triumphs
of lite. To the die-hard anti-feminist
may we not say as Browning, another
of the great Victorian poets did:—

You forget too much ’
That verey creature, female or the

Stands si:’xle in responsible act and
thou?ht.

As also In birth and death.

No power on earth can relieve either
man or woman of their responsibili-
tles before God or their fellows. It
has been left for man to assume the
sole prerogative of control, and there-
by at times to lessen at others to in-
crease his burdens; whilst refusing
to share with his co-burden bearers,—
and sometimes the bearer of burdens
far heavier than his own—those rights
and privileges which, rightly used, may
do more towards lightening the loads
of all. The times have changed and
we must change with them or lag be-
hind, the self-confessed victims of an
fsolation whieh has blinded our eyes
to the movements of the years; our
ears to the calls of right and justice;
whilst our memories are arrested at
the threshhold of the World War.

There were no women more pure,
more noble and more inspiring, than
the wives and mothers of the Victor-
an age, but these moved in a world
far different to this in which. the wo-
men of the present live. Thelrs was
the right that these of to-day are usk-
ing. But they desired it not, nor was
there any need such as now. The
paths they traversed were Secluded,
and their interests were more central-
ized. Steam, FElectricity, Radio and
a hundred causes have widened wo~
man’s horizon in these days, and wo-
manhood, essentially the same, has
larger spheres of both interest and
duty. .No longer may her sense of
citizenship be limitéd to the home
circle. She, too, has learned, per-
haps better in many ways than men
themselves, its responsibilities, and
with courage, and confidence, and
proved ability, prefers to face themwm,
in the times of peace, as she did so
well and so fearlessly in the days of
war. Florence Nightingale lit a lamp
whose rays burn more brightly as the
years pass by and whose oil is that
of a “Sisterhood,” which recognizes
the kinship of humanity, and the un-
ity of its interests, irrespective of race
or sex.

It 1s sald that woman won the right
to the Franchise as the result of her
self-sacrificing work during the years
of war. He would be churl indeed, and
ingrate, who refused the tribute of
his admiration and his praise for
what was thers accomplished by the
daughters of the Empire, and of our
ewn fair land. Surely, they then
proved the mettle of their pasture,
their courage, their adaptability, if
proof were needed, of that no doubt
can linger in the minds of men. The
tribute of the Great War Veterans of
Newfoundland, presented recently in
resolution form, was as graceful as it
was merited, They voiced convictions
gained on fields of battle, where, in
full comradeship, the gentler sex
ghared their dangers and discomforts,
their service and their sacrifice. But
it was rot the justice of their claims
that the war demonstrated; rather
was it the blindness of those who re-
hfused the recognition due long before
that fateful day of August, 1914. Dur-
ing those weary years women did, in
very deed and truth prove her fitness,
but the prroof was there and the right
to the frenchise also, from the day
that the demand for equality in citi-
. genship was volced, and before that
day. What the war did was to dissi-
'pate prejudice, and to cause man to
‘voluntarily step down from his self-
erected pedestal.

Rights endure though wrongs may
multiply. There are times when rights'
may be surrendered in the common
cauge. Sometimes, and not seldom, the
insistence on rights is at the expense
of duty and service. To the enduring
1 credit of the women of the twentieth
emtury- when the call came, rights
were not forgotten, but their’' assér-
tiol ceased, 'and the privilege, the Joy
and ‘the euffering of willing service
were substituted, It was merely indi-

‘| dental that this self-surrender pro-

vided the key to‘unlock the door of
justice. The:ultimate triumph of jus-
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of this Bill. as to do so would be’

civilizsed lands, its blstory and the
story of its successes would be ex-
pectsd. But these afe all familiar, and
it would be as futile to weary you

With. vain repetitions as'to attempt to |

pant the lily, to carry eocln to New-
‘castle, or, as a well known and highly
Tespected medicoy: did in’the days of
‘his Innocency bring" codliver oil to

| Newfoundiand-for the benefit and ve-| 3

half oﬁi,hll prospective patients, It
Is sufficient to say that the Bill con-
‘fers the franchise on all women over
25 years of age on the same terms
and conditions as it is now conferred
on men over the age of 21. In Brit-
ain the age limit is 30. In many
lands it dates from legal majority.
The present proposal is a comptor-
ise, and will, I trust be acceepted hv
the Chamber in that spirit. 3

Whilst T fail to see why, ultimately,
there should not be absolute equality
between the sexes, until the franchise
involves a literacy qualification the
path of restriction may prove the path
of wisdom. My hope, if not my con-
fidence, is that the Government may
at the next session see fit to so further
amend the Electoral Act as to take
guch steps as may be necessary to
abolish the marking of ballots by re-
turning officers, except in case# of
physical disability, and without in-
volving hardship to the aged. It is

‘a sad commentary and a, shameful

one, on our educational system, that
the illiterate vote continues so im-
portant a factor at successive elec-
tions. Moreover, there is a further
hope that the day may not be distant
when a section of the Act, abandoned
twelve years ago, thereby causing
grevious scandals at successive con-
tests, will be restored, or substituted
by some section equally and if pos-
sible more effective. These, however,
are matters for Government respon-
sibllity, and the present is a private
Bill. It has passed the Assembly un-
animously, because of the singléness
of its purpose, and the total absence
of controversal details.

I am not, Mr. President, under any
illusions as to the effect of the Bill,
if and when it finds its place on the
Statute Book. It will produce neither
a new Heaven or a new earth. The
Millenium will not dawn. The old
Party system will not disappear. As
a matter of fact I have yet to learn
that women, whether without the votc
or with it, are less partisan in their
views and sympathies than men. In-
deed, until such time as a more ef-
fective form of Government than by
party is discovered-—and there is noth-
in in that direction pr’esenﬂy in sight
—1I am not sure such would be desir-
able. Not the less is it matter for
congratulation to the women of the
country that they have been granted
their just claim in the Elective Cham-
ber, not by any one party, but by all
parties, and will be thus in a position,
both individually and collectively, to
exercise their new powers and re-
sponsibilities solely in what they con-
sider will be the best interests of
their country. It i{s a right recog-
nized, rathor than a gift. But if as a
gift it is considered, then the gift is
free, and without those conditions
which might possibly regarded as at-
taching to a party measure.

Nor am I in any way disturbed by
fears of gex warfare. The interests of
men and womeh are inseparable, His-
tory will, in all likelihood repeat it-
sell, Women will hrve the Legisla-
ture“open to their admission, but it is
very doubtful whether the applicants
will be many. The right will be
theirs, but right and inclination do
not necessarily coincide. Some years

have elapsed since the vivacious and
I

courageous Angle-American, Lady
Astor took her seat in the House of
Commons. There are-only tkree wo-
men there to-day. I7 is an {lluminat-
ing fact that of the first two women
members of the Briiish Parliament,
ona was a Conservative, the other a
Liberal, whilst the first actually elect-
ed the Countess Markoviecz who fail-
ed to take her seat, belonged to anoth-
er party. Where the country stands
most to gain {8 in the widening of in-
terest in matters of what may be not
inaptly spoken of as domestic policy,
There are spheres of community in-
terest in which men must necessity
walk like Agag, delicately. The home
life, education, hygiene, community
interest, philanthropy, will find new
afnd more qualified champions, Wo-
man’s influence will probably not be
greatly increased, for that influence is
already beyond computation; but with-
the fulness of citizenship there “will
come larger opportnnit!qa‘,, '

the increase of these [
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EVERY PAIR A GENUINE BARGAIN.

Ladies’ Fawn Kld Dress Footwear, fancy Sally Strap, Louis He(::ls—~
Special .. .. .. .. .

Ladies’ Grey Suede Dress Shoes, fancv Strap, medium rubber heels.

bargain ..

-$250
A real

--$2.50

e" e s o ee o0 s .

Other Styles in Grey and Fawn Footwear, at such popular prices as.

$3.00, $3.50, $4.00

‘Ladies’ Patent Dress Footwear, medium and low heels; all newest styles and

T et e I R R S W L 32.50’ $3.00

Lots of other styles to pick from _.... .. .. .. .. ..

-$3.50, $4.00

Men'’s Mal‘k D
FOOOTWEAR

Men’s Tan Bals—Medium pointed toe. 8 1 T, 8, 85, 9.
Regular Price $6.00. Special Price NOW:. .. .. .. ..$3.50

Men’s Brown Calf Boots—Blucher sty Baranteed all solid
Leather. 'Rubber heels.. Special .. S, .. .. .. ..$4.20

Men’s Black Box Calf Leather Boots ‘ feather throughout.
“Our Own Make.” Special Pnce, air . . ..$4.00

Men’s Black Kid Blucher Boots— f and comfortable.
Real valueat .. .. .. .. .. .. .. S .. .-$4.50

"0 twear Offerings.
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PARKER & MONROE,

febl3,f.m.w,tf
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'l‘he Shoe Men
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ties may it soon be less, in this land,‘

as now in 80 many others, to traverse | 5=
S

the pathway of public, as well as of
primal duties, and it the journey is,
over abstacles, and on thorny roads,
it will' neither frighten ‘mor repel
them.

It is not so long a time ago when
the Mother Lands were ruled by poc-
ket boroughs and faggot votes. The
franchise has gradually grown until
to-day it comprehends both there, and
in almost every division of the Em-|
pire, its manhood and fts womanhood.
Prejudice has been dissipated, objec-
tions have disappeared; a wider elti-
zenship hag arisen, and with it a wid-
er patriotism, What is true of the
whole i{s true of the patrt, and that it
is true, 1914 to 1918 bears indubitable
witness. -+ So may it be said of New-
foundland as the great poet said of
the land from which our forefathers
and foremothers sprung,— ;
A land of settled governmen:, i
A land of just and old renown !
Where Freedom slowly = broadens

down
_Firm precedent to precedent.

May the precendent which the 'Biil
now before this\Chamber is endeavor-
ing to establish prove a'far forward
step ‘towards that stability of Gov-
ernment, 2nd that sense- of citizen-
ship, with its services, its responsibil-
ities and its privileges, the due re-

cognitiod of which by women equally'|

with men is essential to naticnal
prnlperlty, hnwiness and progroess.
is a familiar
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. Tonic and Blosd Puri

TONIC §

iSome kind of a good
P anything. This is
 something to drive
edicine than

This time of tha year, people as a rule feel that they
tg r. They feel tired, no ene

caused by impurities in the blood, and what the

these impurities out. You can take no better

STAFFOR
MANDRAKE [

These Bitters are puu}y vegetable. They are a
fier of the blood.. A safe and certain remedy for
Loss of Appetite General Deblhty, ete.

\

Alterative and Puri-
isness, Constipation,

{




