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At the Mouth of
the Treacherous Pit

STORY OF LOVE, INTRIGUE ANJ) REVENGE

CHAPTER XXVII,

. “Take this first letter,” continued
Ahe detective, “written by the lady to
§Sir Karl. She does not write as
?.mmgh he cared for her—not in the
Heast. She wants him to do her a
gfavor, and does not wish his wife to
hmow about it. He evidently—from

j&;;ll you tell me, Miss Allanmore—dis=]

Blikes it, yet he goes, and is mever
;\;:een again, The supposition of every
pone is that the lady persmaded him to
Pe}ope with her.
Mo previous arrangement—that is
puite clear from the tone of the
Pwriter's letters. Now consider this
becond letter, which every one seems
o have taken as proof comclusive. I
&io not believe that Sir Karl was with
Rhe person who wrote it. It reads to
ne as though it were intended to
ruggest that idea, but that is all. She
jdoes mot write, ‘Sir Karl is with me’
y—perhaps she dared “not—she writes:
PYou will never see Sir Karl again.
b have had my revenge.’ Who knows
bwhat her revenge was? She may have
pmurdered him, She may induced oth-
jers to murder him, and have hidden
}ﬂs body. She may have had him

There can have been

kidnapped and locked up in a lunatic|

‘asylum, She may have done any-

Rhing and every thing except the one

thing which I am quite sure she did
not do—persuade him to run away
with her, Who can tell what shape
or form her vengeance took?’

Gertrude listened with wide open
eyes,

“Those are my ideas exactly,” she
said, “and those are the thoughts that
came to me when I read the letter.”

“I should say myself,” continued
Mr. Shaw, “that the quickest and best
way of learning the gentleman’s fate
is to search for the lady.”

“To search for the lady!” they re-'

peated.

“Yes. I am sure the key of the
mystery lies with her. If any one has
thought that all these years Sir Karl

happy man, they have made a mis-

take. Taking all things into consid-

eration, together with the fact that'

the gentleman has never drawn one
farthing of his income, I should rath-
er say that he was dead than living,
and I should rather say that the lady
had in some mysterious fashion made
away with him than that he had run
away with her.”

They listened to him breathlessly.

“If the case is left jn my hands,”

.and find out all -

! trait of Lola de Ferras;

:they knew of the

.h.r.",4 b
‘“That is just what I have always

thought should be done,” said Ger-

trude. "How strange that we shomd
‘think aliké!” 7/
“It*would be easier'to find tinnty
men than to trace one cunning wom-
,"’~observed Lord Rhmotth
"We ‘shall do it, my lord I feel
sure, She is the party who should
have been traced from the very be-
ginning, If Sir Karl had been alive,
he would have drawn his money. No
man would have allowed an income
like that to accumulate. I faust say
that my great wonder is that no one
saw the matter in that light before,
for it is the true light, I am sure.”
They all agreed with the officer;
and Mr, Shaw entered in his note-book
every detail with which they could
supply him. There was no limit as

| to expense.

It was certainly g pnzzle now in

what ‘quarter to commence conduct-

There was no por-
but Lady
Fielden remembered her so well and

ing the search.

described her so accurately that Mr.
Shaw felt hopeful of recognizing
her.

CHAPTER XXVIIIL
From that day mysterious adver-
the
puz-

tisements began to appear in
journals—advertisements that
zled the readers. They were all ad-
dressed to Lola, and were variously
subscribed; but no answer to them

ever came,

The bankers with whom Madame de
Ferras had invested her money were
discovered; and, when urged, as a
matter of life and death, to tell what
whereabouts of
Miss de Ferras, they Iiad but one

fact to reveal. It was this—that the

, account had been closed soon after
has been wandering about with her a

madame’s death, and that they had
not the least notion as to her daugh-
ter's place of residence or the state
of her affairs—in fact, they knew
nothing at all about her. There was
intelligence to Dbe
gained from that quarter; nor was
there indeed from any other, Yet
Gertrude’s brave young heart never
quailed. Dolores wrote, imploring
her to come back, and give up what
was after all but a chimera, a fancy,
a will-o’-the-wisp, a delusion that

therefore no
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her life, came to Gertrude,

'mét again. : >

; “Onr»mk-dou not seem so ouy
now as it did when we first met to
consult together,” Gertrude said, “but
we shall-accomplish it as surely as
the sun shines in heaven. Many
things have failed us, but our cour-
age and perseverance are not among
the number.®

Her listeners assented. warmly, it
would have broken her heart had
they not dome so,

“My dear mother has written, and
wants me to return to. her; but T
camnot—I must not, I will finish my
task or die over it.”

No one had any further suggesti'on
to make. Mr. Shaw owned that he

spair, and was by no means inclined

convinced than ever of the difficulties
with which they would have to con-1
tend.

“If we had any
small,” he said, “if we only knew
whether Miss de Ferras was living or
dead, it would be some satisfaction.”

“It would be much easier to dis-
cover if she were dead than to find
any trace of her living,” declared
Lord Fielden, “If she is dead,
has been buried, some one must know [
something of it. We can take action
so far. Let us advertise in the French
and English papers that any one who
can give proof of the death of
Mademoiselle Lola de Ferras, shall
receive one hundred pounds reward.”
cried ’Mr.

clew, however

and

“One hundred pounds,”
Shaw.

“Yes,” answered Lord Fielden—
“double that amount if it be needful,
if the news be worth it. Why, I would
almost give the last farthing I had
for tle purpose.”

And the beautiful thankcd
Harry with one of those glances he

eyes

loved =0 well,

It was agreed that the advertise-
ment should be sent.to all the lead-
ing Continental journals and English
newspapers, It could hardly fail to
bring about a good result. 'If Lola
de Ferras were living, and an} one
knowing her wrote to say so, they
| would be able to find out her where-
abouts; if she were dead, they would
know that further efforts in thay di-
rection were useless. e ’

“If she be dead,” said Gertrude,
slowly, “what has become of my fath-
er?’

“We must be patient,” said Lord
Fielden.

The next thing was to send off the
new advertisement, In due course
there came many answers; but they
all bore but little upon the matter in
hand.

Lord Fielden’s own idea was that
Lola had taken refuge in France; it
was most probable for many reasons,
and he spent some weeks in Paris.
The Parig officials began to grow
interested in the search; even the
Russian detective service had been
drawn into the business; and no
news that the telegraphic wires
could have flashed from one end of
the world to the other would have
given greater satiafaction than the'
intelligence that, living or dead,
something was known tf Lola de Fer-
ras,

Then Lord Fielden had another
idea; he beligved that it was very
probable she would be found in some
religion house, in one of those in-
stitutions where wearied hearts find
rest. So in England and - France
the strong arm of the law was
brought_into force; but the search
in -thig direction was equally futile.
The dark, beautiful face which had
brought ruin and desolation to Scars-
dale remgined undiscovered.

(To be continued.)

An'men s Terrible
Predlcament

The British round-the.world fiyer,
Major A. Stuart McLaren, had the
unique choice of diving lntq a herd
of Siamese elephants, ten feet below
him,orloslumwh;chaosot
and mountain peaks,

had;Mm eyewink ‘of time to
decision, -

ome_thought of giving up the hope of

When every lnqniry had been ﬁmh. S
every meuu exlnuud the couneﬂ e

was baffled, but that he did not de-|

to give up the case, though more fully :

! 30 thick they could see nothing below,
landing.

a shout of joy they dived through it,

beasts, suddenly revealgg_m the: rush-
ing panorama of earth and sky.
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the trumpeting, milling herd of ele-
phants, -in the swift flash of percep-
tion, which doubtless held the issue
of life and death, MacLaren saw that
here was an inescapable jungle trap.
He could never hope to rise from this
jungle grass. Action outran thought.
Before he knew it he had leaped into
the sky again and was lost in the
’c!ouds The swamp, the beasts and
jthe tourney with death had been a
few- seconds interlude in a white wil-
derness.

Wandered in theClouds.

They wandered half an hour . in the
clouds, fearing every instant of crash-

the region of Thak. The clouds were

and were afraid to ascend, lest a
mishap should force a disastrous

Circling and searching they sud-
denly saw a cloud hole below and with

but their rejoicing was. Premature.
There was an opening in the: jungle,
covered with swamp grass, but it had |
been pre-emptied by a huge herd of |
elephants, water buffaloeés” and ' other

There was not alone the problem of
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pears are-a Belic-

in large quantities, and stored in the
refrigerator in glass jars.

Rice waffles are exceptionally good
when eaten with strained honey.

Serve hot rice spoonbread for-
breakfast, to tempt summer appetites.

Rooms look cooler in summer with
fewer pictures and less bric-a-brac.

Eggs have an unusual delicacy in
texture and flavor when poached in
milk.

Children are very

fond of .jelly

sandwiches made from raisin and nut

bread.

Fruit whips are attractive thor-
oughly chilled, and served in frappe-
glasses.

Make enough tea or coffee in the.
morning to-ice for meals the rest of ‘,

the day.

The amazing eﬂ"ect‘_

~ of Blue-jay

on a corn

LUE-JAY is the new
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