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THE
Lady of the Night

Amelia Makes a Success

CHAPTER XV.
MRS. RYALL IS WEAK.

SThe day after the picnic Sir Joseph
had called at the Grange to ask whe-
ther Mrs. Ryall’s health had suffered
from her hospitable exertions, He had
séen Ryall drive away from the house,
ahd therefore knew that Mrs. Ryall
w_'ould be alone.  The lady was, of
cdurse, delighted to see him, and for
aitime they discussed the joys of the
picnic, and the other topics of small
talk. But presently Sir Joseph’s man-
ner changed, and, after glancing at the
door to ascertain that 1t was -closed,
he said—

“My visit this afternoon, my dear
lady, is not solely one of pleasure. I
bave come on a matter of business.”

“lI am sorry that Reginald is out,”
said Mrs, Ryall. “I'm afraid he won't
be home until late”—Ryall had gone
on another.weak and ineffectual search
for Nora—*is it anything very import-
ant?” 3

“Oh, no, not at all,” said Sir Joseph.
“To tell the truth, you and I could do

e

* §t-without troubling Mr. Ryall; in fact,

it is a little matter which we could
perhaps manage better without him.”

Mrs. Ryall was flattered, and met the
Bteady regard of Sir Joseph’s eye with
& mixture of curiosity and pleased an-
ti€ipation.

“I am sure anything I can do——"
ghie murmured.

“You can do it very well, my dear
lady," he said, his lips twisted in an
easy, careless smile. “It is a little mat-
Ber of business connected with your

sy by the gentieman who' wants yi
tonctwun. ormw%ﬁr%

nudhm;oenrrectu.
“Scarcely & matter of form,” h lﬂd.
“because it is important we should

1 have it. It is a deed in reference to a

piece of land which adjoins my estate,
and which I am desirous of purchasing.

1t is of very liitle value; but I think -
of cutting a drive across it, so that we

can reach the Hall from the cross-
roads instead of going round. I-have
spoken to Mr. Trunion, and he and I
’ave agreed, subject to Mr. Ryall's ap-
proval, on the price. It's not for me to
say that it's a liberal one, but I may

remark that Mr. Trunion considered

it to be extremely 80.” . ;

“Reginald——" bhegan Mrs. Ryall,
but Sir Jeseph stopped her -with a
wave of his fat and unhealthy white
hand, and smiled at her with a flatter-
ingly confidential air.

“I know. You were going to say that
Mr. Rya]l ought to be consulted. Ex-
actly what Mr. Trunion says. But that
is my difficulty. Of course I am aware
of Mr. Ryall’s prejudice against part-
ing with even so small and valueless
a piece of his land, and T have not the
least doubt in the world that he would
be strongly opposed to his daughter’'s
selling this particular piece.”

He waited a second or two to see if
Mrs. Ryall would shrink from conniv-
ing at the treachery he was proposing,
but she behaved just as he had expect-
ed -her to do. She nodded and sighed

as if deploring her husband’s lack of
commonsense, and Sir Joseph went on
more confidently—

- “Of course, Ly so doing, by opposing
the sale, Mr. Ryall would stand in his
daughter’s light. She would never have
such offer as I am making again!
probably never have any at all. I am’;
willing to give her a thousand pounds.”

Mrs. Ryall’s eyes opened with aston-

ishment.
“Yes,” continued Sir Joseph with a

nod, “it’s a very large sum, and I am '

quite sure that; once the thing were
done, Mr. Ryall would be more than
satisfied, though perhaps he would not
say so, You county gentry have such
pride, my dear lady.” Mrs: erll tr!od
to look as if tlie term wefe.quite ap-
plicable to her, and Sir: Joséph, bend-
ing forward, his whole -attitude ‘con-"
fidential and persuasive, hnt 3-8
softly as his thick voice

him. “Now I suppose ‘that )w M I
should manage this little matter be-
tween us. It is really quite simpleé: you
run up to town, just for a little change,
see Miss Ryall, and get her signature,
You will have to sign it as a witness,
also a very simple matter, which I
will explain to you. I will give you the
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money to take with you, and you can
pay it into a bank. There’s no need
to trouble any lawyers, or persons of
that sort; it's just a little business bé-
tween us three. Excusé me one mo-
ment,” he added quickly, as  Mrs.
Ryall, ,whose face had become very
pale, opened her lips. “You will find
‘London—er—rather = expensive; of
course you'd like to.remain there for
a week of so. I know what London
means to ladies; the shops are very
attractive; a lady gets through a lot
of money without meaning it.”

Mrs. Ryall nodded pensively.

“Now, I'm sure you won’t be offend-
ed, my dear Mrs. Ryall, if I venture to
take the .responsibility of this little

outing. I should say it will cost you a |

hundred pounds at the very least, and

I shall take it as a favour if you.will

allow me to hand you that sum: I beg
you won't hesitate; you are going on
my business; you will be saving me a
great deal of money.” Sir Joseph did
not even wince as he made this - re-
markably truthful statement, ‘“You
must consider me as a friend—in fact,
as a father; for I am old enough to be
your father.”

He fluttered some bank . notes be-
tween his fingers, and Mrs. Ryall’

eyes glittered as they rested on the|’

precious pieces of paper. But she was
very pale, and there was a strained ex-
pression about her mouth; her lips
trembled; and the hand which she put
up to steady them trembled also. Sir
Joseph' thought it was greed, but he
was- only partly right; there was fear
also. The temptation was a terrible
one, though it did not, at that moment,

'{ present itself ir its grim entirety But

a hundred pounds! All her own! To
spend in the foolish things which her
narrow soul loved and thirsted for!
In all her struggling, disreputable/
life she had never had so large a sum
in her hands. Its possibilities appeared

.at that moment iilimitable, and she

literally gasped for bres\th. And how
could she refuse? She kmew that Sir
Joseph had, as she would have put it,
“reckoned her up” with absolute ac-
curacy. If she refused she would have
to tell him that Nora had completely
disappeared; there would be a scandal;
her social reputation in the place
would be injured; there might be a
break in her friendship with the Fer-
rands; and she would have to fall back
to the old dreary life at the Grange,
which she hated.

Then it flashed upon her that it was
possible she might_come upon Nora in
London; she would find out from Ryall

| the names and addresses of any iriends

of his living there to whom Nora might
have gone. A hundred pounds! A fort-
night, three weeks, in London by her-
self, to swagger amongst her old
friends; to play the part of a great
country lady, rich enough to spend a
large sum of money, to treat them to
suppers at Romano’s and tﬁe Savoy!
The perspiration started to’her brow,

and she stared at the floor, almost for- |’

getting Sir Joseph’s presence.

“Well, my dear lady. what do you
say?””

She looked up with a start, and with

an affected alr of reluctance.

“I should so like to ’elp you, dear
Sir Joseph,” she said, “And it would
be such a good thing for Nora, won't
it? It would be such a pity*if Reginald
stepped i with his foolish pride ani
prejudice_and’ spoiled such a chance

-| for her, Yes; I really must try afid

manage it.”

That\wu all Sir J‘oaeph mted hef
‘| placed -the notes in her hand.

o suppose you will take advantage

ot the present fine weather, and go up
ot once?” he said presently.

ltn. mu nodded. 2 ;
m or the day after,” 'she

ever move of mine, nnt," mn;rk- ;
ed Sir Jmpﬁhm he wad-

_ ‘manner and bearing; and 50 she ee-|

“would have thought of seeing :

s | Love's young dream, Mr. Graham!”

"
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o fatea fomi the- wesly, Avguts. “She'l

claimed, more than ‘n.clouly— g
“Lor! What a surprise! Who “4 °3

Gerty, my dear, this is  friend len-u‘ :.

tleman—!romoﬁ‘ptﬂo!t!umtry' E BT

—-this is Miss Gertrude Montmorency,
Mr. Graham—‘Monty Gert," you know,”
she added, with a nod of mud signi-
ficance.

‘As Eliot did not favour m_usl_c-hulll.
he was so unfortunate as not to know |
the famous “serio-comic”; but he ex-
pressed his pleasure at meetins the
lady, and, inspired by a happy., thought; |-
invited them to take tea with him: he
was prompted more hy the desire to
learn something of Nora than by the
laudable one of hospitality. The ladies
accepted; Mrs. Ryall led the way to
Fuller’s, and she and her companion |
had got through a liberal selection of
more or less rich cakes before Eliot
had found an opportunity to stem the
torrent of chatter, and remark, as
casually and indifferently as possible—

“I suppose you have seen Miss
Ry‘all" I hope she—is well.”

Now Mrs. Ryall had been expectlng
this inquiry, had, in fact, been trytnl
to stave it off;\but she rose to the oc- |
casion with the readiness of an accom-
plished Sapphira. i 3

“Oh, yes,” she said, “I ‘'ave been
staying with her—that is, in the samey
‘ouse. I parted from her .yesterday:
She’s gone on the Continong ‘with her
friends—and her special friend,” she
added with a swirk of complacency. “F
am ’appy to say that’s all settled—a
most satisfactory match. Never saw a
young couple so_suited to each other;|
never saw a girl so 'appy. It was per- r;
fectly  ridic’lous,, absolutely absurd.

“*Qo are you tdlking about, ‘Melia?”
inquired her companion.

“Oh, my stepdaughter,” replied Mrs.
Ryall. “I ‘aven’t told you about her
yet. Such a nice girl! We're just like
sisters.—I am afraid wa really must
be going, Mr. Graham; we 'ave such'a
lot of shopping to do.”

As they. were. bidding him farewell;
Mrs. Ryall lingered for a moment, and,
patting Eliot playfully on the arm, she
said, with an affectation of archness,
but looking round to see that her
friend was out of hearing—

(To be continued)
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A Columbla Grafonola will
~.introduce ‘you 'to  many pleasant
people.. Just slip him a couple of
Columbia dance records and note
the ladies’ looks of interest. Give
" him a Grand Opera aria to repro-
duce and watch that rich old gen~
‘tleman prick up his eats. Let him
have a well-known hymn and some
‘dear old lady will thank you. Every
musical gem on a Columbia Record
played on the Columbia Grafonola
will make you many a friend.
You’ll find that you never need.
to be lonely with a Columbia
Grafonola.

U S. Picture & Portrait Co.,

Grafonola Department

THE PANIC OF 1907,

Did not offér opportunities similar to the present for profitable
investment. It is true this is the second opportunity since that
date to invest in high class securities at fortune-making prices.
Don’t wait another twenty years for a similar chance but ex-
amine closely the investment offerings of to-day in railroads,
oils, mines and industrials, and acquire sufficient of these low-
cost, high-grade,-dividend-paying issyes to ensure monster profits
when  the market commences to register the inevitable .adyvance.
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SIX PUES FERE\
RELIEVES STRAIN

.SPECIALLY CONSTRUCTED.
MADE ALL IN ONE PIECE WITH TIRE
TREAD SOLES. :
RENFORCED VAMP AND HEELS.
WZAP-PROOF UPPERS.
DOUBLE WEAR IN EACH PAIR
For terms and prices write to

Parker & Monroe, Ltd, |

DISTRIBUTORS.
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¢ Fresh EnglishGoods

Just Received.

ELLIS & CO.

A Suit or. Overcoat at

‘Maunder’s, selected from

AN

LIMITED,
203 WATER STREET.

Fresh New York Turkeys. -

Fresh New York Chicken.
Fresh New York Ducks.

Fresh Tomatoes.
Fresh Celery.
Sweet Potatoes.
New. Cabbage.
Green Peppers.
New Cucumbers.
Beetroot.
Parsnips.
Carrots.
New Turnips.
New Artichokel.
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a splendid variety of
British Woollens, cut by
an ‘up-to-date ‘system
from the latest fashions,
moulded and made to

$iyour shape by expert
;| workers, costs you no

more than the ordinary

‘hand-me-down. We al-

ways- keep our stocks
complete and you are
assured a good selection.
Slmples and style sheets

Penman’s Rebuilt Organs
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Our Catalogue gives the

opinions. of ‘some of our

best musicians and will

convince you we can save
| you money. It is yours
|\ for the asking.

MUSICIANS SUPPLY €O,

ROYAL STORES FURNITURE.
DUCKWORTH STREET.
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Newfuundland Manufacture
Victory Brand I}Iothmg

FOR MEN—Stylish well-made suits=n pinch
and plain backs, with cuff bottom pants in Ser-
ges, ancy Worsteds and Tweeds.

FOR BOYb—Rugby, Pin¢h-back and Suffolk
Sults, stron y made from hard wearing Twee
and Worsteds ; .

INSIST ’
On your Dealer showing you this popular line.
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