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1 step-daughter. I am very eorry she la 
I away from home Just at this time, anfl, 
i gather that ehe Is not returning tor 
a little while. Now, I want her signa
ture to a paper. It's a mere matter of 
form.”

Mrs. Ryall picked up her ears. 6he 
was not wholly unacquainted with the
phrase; It Is the one which Is always 
used by the gentleman who wants you 
to back a bill, or subscribe your name 
to some document of a more or less 
dangerous character. Sir Joseph, who 
was watching her, saw hts mistake, 
and hastened to correct It

“Scarcely a matter of form," he said, 
"because It Is Important we should 
have It. It Is a deed In reference to a 
piece of land which adjoins my estate, 
and which I am desirous of purchasing. 
It Is of very little value; but I think 
of cutting a drive across It, so that we 
can reach the Hall from the cross
roads Instead of going round. I have 
spoken to Mr. Trjjnion, and he and I 
'ave agreed, subject to Mr. Ryall’s ap
proval, on the price. It’s not for me to 
say that it’s a liberal one, but I may 
remark that Mr. Trunlon considered 
it to be extremely so.”

"Reginald----- ” began Mrs. Ryall,
but Sir Joseph stopped her with a 
wave of his fat and unhealthy white 
hand, and smiled at her with a flatter
ingly confidential air. >

“I know. You were going to say that 
Mr. Ryall ought to be consulted. Ex
actly what Mr. Trunlon says. But that 
is my difficulty. Of course I am aware 
Of Mr. Ryall’s prejudice against part
ing with even so email and valueless 
a piece of his land, and I have not the 
least doubt In the world that he would 
be strongly opposed to his daughter’s 
selling this particular piece.”

He waited a second or two to see If 
Mrs. Ryall would shrink from conniv
ing at the treachery he was proposing, 
but she behaved Just as he had expect
ed her to do. She nodded and sighed : 
as If deploring her husband’s lack of 
commonsense, and Sir Joseph went on ■ 
more confidently—

“Of course, Ly so doing, by opposing : 
the sale, Mr. Ryall would stand In his i 
daughter's light. She would never have : 
such an offer as I am making again! ! i 
probably never have any at all. I ami i 
willing to give her a thousand pounds."

Mrs. Ryall’s eyes opened with aston
ishment

“Yes,” continued Sir Joseph with a 
nod, ‘It’s a very large sum, and I am 
quite sure that, once the thing were 
done, Mr. Ryall would be more than 
satisfied, though perhaps he would not 
say so. You county gentry have such 
pride, my dear lady.” Mrs. -Ryall tried 
to look as if tile term were quite ap
plicable to her, and Sir Joseph, heed
ing forward, his whole attitude oon-‘ 
fldential and persuasive, treat .op as 
softly as his thick voice Wbuld permit 
him. “Now I suppose that you and I 
should manage this little matter be
tween us. It Is really quite simple: you 
run up to town, Just tor a little change, 
see Miss Ryall, and get her signature. 
You will have to sign It as a witness, 
also a very simple matter, which I 
will explain to you. I will give you the

Sreet, beJF YOU WANT Mrs. Ryall
; In company withMBY TO CROW OP pearance, and, if
and more multi-coloured raiment. 
Acting on the Impulse of the moment, 
he hurried over and raised his hat. 
Mrs. Ryall appeared to be lather taken
aback, but endeavoured to mask her 
confusion under a shrill and effusive 
greeting. She had abused him to Nora, 
and called him a servant; but even 
Mrs. Ryall had sense enough to ap
preciate the indications of the gentle
man which Were pretty plain In Bllot's 
manner and tearing; and eo she et- 
clalmed, more than graciously—

“Lor.! What a surprise! Who ever 
would have thought of seeing you?— 
Gerty, my dear, this is a friend—a gen
tleman—from our part of the country 
—this is Miss Gertrude Montmorency, 
Mr. Graham—‘Monty Gert,’ you know,” 
she added, with a nod of proud signi
ficance. '

As Eliot did not favour music-halls, 
he was so unfortunate as not to know 
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PUES HEREI (the famous “serio-comic" 
pressed his pleasure at meeting the 
lady, and; Inspired by a happy, thought, 
invited them to take tea with him: he 
was prompted more by the desire to 
learn something of Nora than by the 
laudable one of hospitality. The ladlee 
accepted; Mrs. Ryall led the way to 
Fuller’s, and ehe and her companion 
had got through a liberal selection of 
more or less rich cakes before Eliot 
had found an opportunity to stem the 
torrent of chatter, and, remark, as 
casually and Indifferently aa possible—

“I suppose you have seen Mias 
Ryall? I hope she—Is well."

Now, Mrs. Ryall had been expecting 
this inquiry, had, in fact, been trying 
to stave It off'Abut she rose to the oc-‘ 
caslon with the readiness of an accom
plished Sapphire.

“Oh, yes,” she said, "I ‘ave been 
staying with her—that is, in the same 
‘ouse. I parted from her yesterday;

IR EXTRA WEARmoney to take with you, and you can 
pay it Into a bank. There's no need 
to trouble any lawyers, or persons of 
that sort; It’s Just a little business hé- 
tween us three. Excusé me one mo- 
ment,” he added quickly, as Mrs. 
Ryall, whose face had become very 
pale, opened her lips. “You will find 
London—er—rather expensive; of 
course you’d like to remain there tor 
a week or so. I know what London 
means to ladles
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; CHAPTER XV.
: MRS. RYALL IS WEAK.
;The day after the picnic Sir Joseph 

hpd called at the Grange to ask whe- 
tfier Mrs. Ryall’s health had suffered 
from her hospitable exertions. He had 
seen Ryall drive away from the house, 
and therefore knew that Mrs. Ryall 
wpuld be alone. ' The lady was, of 
cduree, delighted to see him, and for 
a-tlme they discussed the Joys of the 
pficnlc, and the other topics of small 
talk. But presently Sir Joseph’s man
ner changed, and, after glancing at the 
door to ascertain that It was closed, 
he said—

“My visit this afternoon, my dear 
lady, is not solely one of pleasure. I 
have come on a matter of business."

“I am sorry that Reginald is out," 
said Mrs, Ryall. “I’m afraid he won’t 
be home until late"—Ryall had gone 
on another weak and ineffectual search 
tor Nora—“is It anything very Import
ant?”

“Oh, no, not at all,” said Sir Joseph. 
“To tell the truth, you and I could do 
It without troubling Mr. Ryall; In fact, 
it Is a little matter which we could 
perhaps manage better without him.”

Mrs. Ryall was flattered, and met the 
toteady regard of Sir Joseph’s eye with 
» mixture pf curiosity and pleased an
ticipation.

“I am sure anything I can do----- "
ehe murmured. v

^You can do It very well, my dear 
lady,” he said, his lips twisted in an 
easy, careless smile. “It is a little met
ier of business connected with your

the shops are very the fuel
attractive 
of money without meaning It.”

Mrs. Ryall nodded pensively.
“Now, I’m sure you won't be offend

ed, my dear Mrs. Ryall, if I venture to 
take the -responsibility of this little 
outing. I should say It will cost you a 
hundred pounds at the very least, and 
I shall take it as a favour if you .will 
allow me to hand you that sum: I beg 
you won't hesitate; you are going on 
my business ; you will be saving me a 
great deal of money.” Sir Joseph did 
not even wince as he made this re- 

! markably truthful statement. “You 
! must consider me as a friend—in fact,
; as a father; for I am old enough to be 
! your father."
j He fluttered some bank . notes be- 
| tween his fingers, and Mrs. Ryall's 
; eyes glittered as they rested on the 
precious pieces of paper. But she was 
very pale, and there was a strained ex
pression about her mouth; her lips

be easily pivan oc Ç--I-V g op anywhere.
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“Oh, my stepdaughter,’’ replied Mrs. 
Ryall. “I ’aren’t told you about her 
yet. Such a nice girl! YVe’re Just like
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sisters.—I am afraid we really must 
be going, lS*r. Graham; we ’ave such a 
lpt of shopping to do."

As they were bidding him farewell;
Mrs. Ryall lingered for a moment, and, 
patting Eliot playfully on the arm, she 
said, with an affectation of archness, 
but looking round to see that her 
friend was out of hearing—

(To be continued)
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Sir Joseph," she said. “And It would 
he such a good thing for Nora, won’t 
It? It would he such a pity-If Reginald 
stepped f6 with his foolish pride and 
prejudice and ' spoiled such a chance 
for her. Yes; I really must try and 
manage It.”

That was all Sir Joseph wanted; he 
placed the notes In her hand.

“I suppose you will take advantage 
of the present fine weather, and go up 
at once?" he said presently.

Mrs. Ryall nodded.
“To-morrow or the day after," she 

•aid huskily.
“Cleyer move of mine, that," remark

ed Sir Joseph to himself, as he wad
dled down the weedy avenue. "She’ll 
get that signature çlght enough, and 
she’ll keep her mouth shut; the hun
dred quid wjll do that for her. She’s a 
stupid little fool, and, like most wo
men, as greedy as the deuce."

Sir Joseph, clever and astute as lie 
was, little guessed to what lengths 
Mrs. Ryall’s folly would carry her, or 
he would not have been so complacent 
or so contemptuous.
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