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I The Scotchmen
in Newfoundland.

heir Connection With Our Trade 
land. Industries.

H. F. SHORTIS.

the

1 know that I am attempting some- 
liing whereto I cannot give satisfac 
ion to all, and I am sure to omit 

names ot some who should be 
entloned. but still I am going to 

o my best
To give a complet! history of the 

Scotchmen who have done so much 
build up Newfoundland is beyond 

ny humble efforts, , but it should 
lure been attempted long ago. The 
knbject is an entrancing one, and the 
Scotchmen of Newfoundland hare 
harried their prestige to such an 
Eminence in so many directions, that 

find it almost impossible to know 
pie best way to begin this article. 
EVc find them as Pioneers, Explorers, 
Bailors, Sportsmen, Scholars, Poets, 
Educationalists, Engineers, Doctors, 
Lawyers, Ministers and Bankers, not 

mention Merchants and Patriots, 
al! these different ways they have 

Ixcclled, and well may this country 
pc proud of its Illustrious Scotchmen. 
IV find them In the very highest 
ositimw as Governors, Premiers and 
akin g thn chief seats in the Courts 

Justice. Probably the one amass- 
tbe greatest wealth to Newfound- 

nd wan Sir P.obert Gillespie Reid, 
cm Cupar Angus, the original bulld- 
r an d operator of onr railway system, 
Hth its many diversified branches in 
lectricity and machine shops, be- 

des his Beets of nearly twenty of 
finest, steamships that were all 
: on the Clyde, every one of which 
a good Scotch name. When giv- 
a historic sketch on any New- 

ndland subject, we have to go back 
|thc very earliest records, otber- 
sean article of this kind would not 

weight with Newfoundland 
|ders, so that I must start from the 
finning.

EARLY HISTORY.

km i

he very first information that we 
ve of Newfoundland, comes from 

old Norse Sagas with records of 
i voyages in the y cape 9*8 and 

(to Heluland, Marklatfd and Vln- 
that is Labrador and New- 

ndland. In the Sagas of Erik the 
we have the information that 

orfinn Karlsifni had with him .on 
voyage TWO GAELS, whom 

psen, the great Norwegian, in hie 
book on Northern Voyages, 

tes were two Scotchmen. Their 
res were Haki and Halkla. I 

give a few words about these 
eers, as they were undoubtedly 
first Scotchmen - to plant their 
on this hemisphere. They were 

|ed as two very fast runners, and 
e swifter than the deer. The 
;as mention that they were placed 
ore, and Karlsifni remained there 
three days. The Scotchmen had 

étions to run to the Southward, 
investigate the nature of the 
try and return again on the third 
which they did, one bringing 

» berries and the other some 
be or wild grass. Now if there 
anyone doubting of their being 

hmen, please listen to the de- 
ption of their dress. They were 

in a garment which they called 
iafal" (probably the Gaelic name), 
ere was a hood on their heads, 
e dress was so fashioned that it 
,b opened at the sides and was 
evelese, p»d w#s fastened between 

,e legs with buttons and loops, 
bile elsewhere they were naked, 
here was a» doubt about it that

they wore a Tam-o-Shanter and the 
national Kilts that all Scotchmen are 
still as proud of. We are often great­
ly disappointed about the meagreness 
of information to those old Sagas, 
but it certainly is refreshing to get 
a few facts like these, and it shows 
that the old Norsemen were attract­
ed by the handsome appearance of the 
Kilts, just as we are to-day; and it 
must have been a strange dress to 
them, or they would never have men­
tioned It so particularly. Now to 
make the proof of their being Scotch­
men doubly sure, the Saga relates,— 
"It was when Lief, son of Erik, was 
with King Olaf in Norway, and that 
he bade him proclaim Christianity to 
Greenland, that the King gave him 
these two Scotchmen. The-Klng ad­
vised Leif to have recourse to these 
people if they should stand in need 
of fleetness, as they were swifter than 
the deer." King Alfred reigned in 
England 880 to 901, and we know how 
the coasts of Scotland and England; 
were harried by the Vikings from 
the North during his time, .so it is 
really not surprising at all to realise 
that these events that I am «elating 
are authentic. ' Now that.I hgyp men­
tioned the old Norsemen, I must give, 
the facts about the voyage of Colum­
bus in 1492. • s «

A SCOT WITH COLUMBUS.
In the list of officers, and sailors 

on his first voyage, the crew were 
most cosmopolitan* in- nationality. 
Among them there was a Jew (Louis 
de Tovics), and, dt- Course, an ItiSh.- 
man from Galwaÿ' TWîlliam Harris) ‘ 
and an Englishman (Arthur Lawee), 
Italians, Spaniards and other nation­
alities, though of course the Span­
iards were largely in' tfiT majority. 
It is also related that there was a 
Scotchman (name not stated), hut 
here is an interesting fact, “That 
after Columbus himself, this Scotch­
man was the first man to tread the 
soil of the «New World.” (Extract 
from translitiem of the early voyages 
of Columbus.) This brings us to the 
voyage of John Cabot in the “Mat­
thew,” in the year 1497. The records 
of this voyage are very meagre. We 
know that John Cabot was an Italian, 
and that there was a crew of eight­
een men, but with the exception of 
Castione, a man from Burgundy, we 
have no record of who the others 
were, but I am ready to vouch if we 
could only find the "ship's articles,' 
you would find that there was not 
only a Scotchman but an ’Irishman- 
also in that crew.. The next one 
hundred years is almost ~a blank to 
our records, but we do know that 
fishing operations were kept up with 
England, and I have no doubt thgj 
some Scotchmen came’Jfcls way. Iff 
1610 John Guy was appointed ouï 
first Governor, and we3iave the re^ 
cords of his first settlement to Con­
ception Bay. The fishermen were 
then determined to live ‘fibre all the 
year round, which wag a great step

' ‘ " TitS»w

the Hebrides, with Andrew Knox, 
Bishop of the Isles., (The Norsemen 
claimed sovereignty of the Hebrides 
even to the Islands of the Clyde to 
olden times). It was probably for 
good services rendered here that 
Mason received the. appointment of 
Governor of Newfoundland to 1615, 
and we see in his discourse that he 
was determined to get Scotchmen to 
emigrate to Newfoundland, cs un­
doubtedly be recognised them as 
the most - desirable settlers, not even 
excepting those buccaneers from the 
South of England.

NEW SCOTLAND NAMED.
John Mason, on his return to Eng­

land, In 1620, became acquainted with 
Sir William Alexander, Earl of Stir­
ling, and it. was his efforts to enlist 
him in colonisation that induced this 
hero to embark in his splendid work. 
In Mason’s map, published in Vaugh­
an’s Golden Fleece, to 1625, we find 
the present district of Burgeo and 
LaPolle was named Alexandria. It 
Is quite possible that the Guy colony, 
which had already sold portions of 
their Grant to Falkland and Vaugh­
an, claimed this western district as 
being between the latitude of Cape 
St Mary’s and Cape Bona vista, and 
there was a prospect of getting Sir 
Wm. Alexander to start his planta­
tion in this section of our country. 
Perhaps he had larger ideas, for we 
find that in 1621 he received the 
princely grant of the whole peninsula 
of Nova Scotia from James I., to 
which he gave the first Scotch name 
that I can get any record of in Am­
erica. Although Newfoundland can­
not claim Sir Wm. Alexander, still it 
was undoubtedly by reason of New­
foundland that he was induced to 
Start his plantation, and in his book 
he gives some very interesting facts 
about the earliest Newfoundland set­
tlements. Before leaving John Ma­
hon. I will give a short verse of his 
published in the Golden Fleece that 
will show what he thought of this 
country, and his efforts for Its wel­
fare:—

I
the Hebrides, still Greenock was un­
doubtedly headquarters, and It was 
the mercantile Influence from that 
centre that brought so many Scotch­
men to Newfoundland. Two hundred 
years ago Greenock waa a fishing 
village, straggling row of thatched 
cottages, with only six slated roots to 
the town, but from that time, about 
1707, it* commercial activity started 
with America. It was principally 
with the West Indies at first, buj. 
about 1760 ship-building was estab­
lished, fostered no I'ouht by its con­
nection with. Newfoundland. The 
vessels built in Greenock have al­
ways been held in the highest es 
teem, and still continue. A Graving 
Dock was first established in 1786, 
and from • humble beginnings it now 
exceeds over 100 acres in extent, ca­
pable of docking the largest steamers 
at all times. Other important' manu­
factures started at this time, sail 
cloth, rope-walks) also anchors and 
chains and cables, which have since 
developed into extensive and world­
wide business of spinning mills and 
other Important Industries including 
boilers, steam engines, locomotives 
and other similar works. The e 
and whale fisheries,, once vigorously 
prosecuted, are now extinct It was 
the foreign trade of Greenock with 
the West Indies and Newfoundland 
that first brought prosperity to that 
town, but their industries are now so 
diversified and world-wide that its 
trade is very different to-day. It is 
indeed very Interesting to note that 
while Newfoundland benefitted so 
much from the Scotchmen that came 
here, still those who remained at 
home prospered greatly also.
BURNS’ IDEA OF NEWFOUNDLAND
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"Oh, Newfound Isle by Brltalnes priz­
ed deare.

That hopeful Land which Winters six 
I tried

And for our profit meet at full des­
ert'd."

“How this Land shall thrive he doth 
bewray

Thus ships and colne Increase, where 
at least In thought.

For Fish and Traînes, Exchange and 
all unbought.”

A GOOD SCOTCH NAME.
I cannot pass over Sir David Kirk, 

that sturdy old Loyalist, who kept 
the flag flying at Ferryland, and of­
fered a new home for Charles I., 
should his enemies prove too much 
for him. It-was he who assisted Sir 
Wm. Alexander so successfully in 
capturing Canada from the FYench. 
Sir David Kirk has a good Scotch 
name; his birthplace was to the 
North of England, and from his 
records we know that he was knight­
ed by His Majesty in Scotland. It is 
a difficult matter to trace the earli­
est mercantile connection between 
Scotland and Newfoundland, but no 
doubt after the Jacobite wars in 1746, 
many Scotchmen came to Newfound­
land as well as to Canada. We find 
the Scotchmen excelling at whatever 
they put their hands to, but it is re­
markable that they never took kindly 
to fishing. It has often been re­
marked that a Scotchman will start 
out as master or shareman to a 
boat’s crew, but it is regularly char­
acteristic of him that inside of a year 

forward. In 1618,;Jqfift ,;Mason, thft 0f two British men-of-war to 1606 on 
next Governor, wrote a jpoat, interest tj,ree boats, and hie part of the work
tog account on Newfoundland’ life, to 
stir up immigration. - This - ,account 
waa sent to his friend, - Sir John 
Scott, in Edinburgh, and. was publish­
ed there by Andrew Hart, ■ in 1620. 
Both John Guy and ^ptyy-)|«j(ga..-Wiare 
Englishmen, hut Mitten Mfl Charge 
o ftwo British men-of-war in 1606 on 
a very important mission to reclaim

in future is to remain on shore and 
manage the business, while the others 
do the fishing.

GBEENOCK TO THE. FORE.
While we have representatives from 

every Shire in Scotland, and many 
claim their birthright from Berwick 
to Aberdeen, and from Dumfries to

shall soon be sold out 
Iran.

Our price is low, get a sup- 
ply this week.

You will find so many old Scotch 
songs and stories of the Border 
Chiefs that one would think there 
must be some interesting stories laid 
up in Scotland of their yearly ex­
ploits in Newfoundland one hundred 
years ago. Later on Dundee and 
Aberdeen had their whaling fleets 
visiting us every Spring, but It was 
Greenock and the Clyde that were di­
rectly interested with the codfish, and 
I feel sure that our Newfoundland 
harbors were household words in 
many homes. Bobbie Burns, that 
poet so dear to all Scotchmen, had 
heard of us, and possibly he often 
wished to visit

Newfoundland abroad,
Where sailors gang to fish for cod.”
One of the sights to be Seen in 

the old church yard at Greenock to­
day is the tombstone of "Highland 
Mary,” and She too, as well as her 
lover, could not have dwelt near the 
Clyde at that time without having 
an intimate knowledge of Newfound­
land. The trade with Newfoundland 
still continues, but in a modified way. 
I find it impossible in this article to 
give the consecutive historical facts 
of Greenock’s earliest connections 
with Newfoundland that I would wish, 
and I expect that I will make some 
mistakes, but I shall be only too 
pleased to be set right, and as I said 
at first, I hope that some abler pen 
than mine will now record in writing 
what should have been attempted 
long ere this.
THE PIONEERS OF COMMERCE.
HUNTER ft CO., St John’s. The 

firm of Hunter ft Co., was a very 
large concern early in the past cen­
tury. They were leading merchants 
in 1780 when Mr. Hunter was called 
as a witness in court to prove the ex­
istence of the Labrador Trade at that 
time. There was undoubtedly many 
firms that branched off from this es­
tablishment

R. ft J. RUTHERFORD. The part­
ners R. ft J. Rutherford, who started 
in1 St. John's in 1840, and two other 
brothers, George and Andrew, who 
started in Harbor Grace, first came 
to Newfoundland in connection with 
Hunter ft Co. Rutherford’s Ram and 
Rutherford’s Penny should have a 
page for themselves.

Who has not heard of Andrew and 
Patrick Tasker, the able managers 
and resident partners of Hunter’s 
firm? The Masonic Lodge has much 
to thank the Taskers, and their name 
will live while there are Masons to 
the country.

I STUART ft RENNIE. Afterwards 
Rennie, Stuart ft Co., ie another very 
old firm, record of which I have in 
1791. Mr. Rennie came originally 
from Glasgow, and descendants of his 
ably uphold the name in St John’s 
to-day.

| J. ft W. STEWART. Is another 
firm still well remembered. They 
are said to he the first to have start­
ed our trade with Brazil, and from 
official returns for October, 1812, the 
first cargo of 2049 quintals of codfish 
was exported from Newfoundland to 
that country. In one hundred years 
Brazil has become the principal 
customer that Newfoundland has, and 
our best thanks should go out to this 
old. firm. . James Stewart was a 
clever man and took a leading place 
In politics, as well as mercantile pur-

WE INVITE INVESTORS
All over the Dominion of Newfoundland to acquire a few shares ot

CHAMPION MACHINE and MOTOR WORKS, LIMITED.
Speaking frankly, the Champion Co. has had its “ups” and "downs,” as nearly 
all young companies have had at the start, but It Is now to full running order,
'and It is the purpose of the management to get the company on a dividend basis 
as early as possible. It must first look after its obligations, and that effected, big f 
production will be began, to meet a widespread and healthy demand for /

NEWFOUNDLAND’S FIRST HOME-BUILT ENGINE. x
WILL YOU BE PART OWNER OF THIS COMPANY? SHARES $10 EACH.

J. J. LACEY & CO., Ltd., City Chambers
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Council was first established, he was 
toe people’s nominee.

KENNETH McLBA ft SONS. The 
settlor of this firm came from the 
North of Scotlattd. He was a rela­
tive of the great Dr. Livingstone. 
Carbonear waa where he first landed, 
but after a short time he Joined J. ft 
W. Stewart at St John’s. He worked 
his way to manager, then partner 
and eventually controlled the head 
office at Greenock. The Newfound­
land business could not get along 
without him, and he came back to St 
John’s, built “Richmond”—that beau­
tiful residence and grounds near the 
Cross Roads for Topsail, and lived 
there for many years.. When his sons 
grew up he started the firm of Ken­
neth McLea te Sons, hut a few years 
after his death they left for Montreal, 
where the wall known firm of J. ft R. 
McLea still does a considerable share 
of Newfoundland trade with that 
city.

I could mention many more Scotcty 
firms which flourished and carried on 

extensive business In all Its

Promoted From
the Ranks.

There recently came to light the 
case of a young Army officer who Join­
ed the Service as a private, and by 
sheer merit and bravery rose to a 
commissioned-officer, he was unable 
to meet all the numerous demands 
made upon him for uniforms and 
travelling, and had to borrow from a 
money-lender, whose high rate ot in­
terest for the loan quickly brought 
financial disaster to the young soldier. 
This Is but one of the many cases of a 
man being rained .by promotion. The 
same thing is constantly occurring 
among those who hold lower ranks 
in both the Navy and Army, and it

would cause no little surprise it 
actual figures could be obtained of the 
number of men who1 have had to re­
fuse offers of promotion solely be­
cause they have been unable to bear 
the expenses which would follow in 
due course. Many seamen are every 
year offered promotion to the ranks 
of non-commissioned officers, and de­
cline the honour because, they are 
neartog the expiration of their term 
of service, and the money they would 
have to spend on a new uniform— 
which they would only require for, 
say, a few months—would make them 
the losers. Until a system Is introduc­
ed by which promotion will carry with 
It sufficient means and allowances to 
keep up the position, the best men 
will not always be found on top.


