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the camp-fire, “‘don’t trust them furrin
glils.
‘makin
a heap of trou
w’iVES- "y

~ wouldn’t satisfy me.

© geither—he died and left me a little!.

" takes my discharge and proceeds like |
or fool to-blow in my little for |
When it was,nighvgo‘rl'é R,
I sorte¢ wakesup an’ finds T'd sold thes!
property, saloon an’ atl. - When I had

kicked myselt round the block-onc’t or =y

. “when we knew there-was a nea

T =

) the recruit, as they sat together at

They:’re not happy unless they're
g trouble betwixt men. T was in
ble once thro' my furris

‘ Wives?' *'the recruit suggested def

rentially. . ,
v Shut your face,’’ crid the corporal.
iWives, 1 said, and-wives it is, fur
1 was foolish as Solomon,  ‘an’ cofie
'Twas this way,
When 1 had been “in the army but a
short whilea 1-0-n g time back, my old
man—and he didn’t know where I was,

S

starts in an’ wallups the Zulus for.fair
at Ulundi,  an' sends their bi
scootin® for  his life.
there was no more kick lef in the Zulus,

the king, and  between that hunt an’
what ~we’d seen. of the country befure,
my side partner an’ I had a pretty good
{idea of what sort of a place it was to
live in.
side
the raided cattle was all right, an’
puy was good. So my palsays: ‘Bil,’
he says, ‘if we takes this
goes home it ain’t enough,’ he ‘says,
*even if we don’t bloa it all in'in Cage,, :
Town and e

an’ grow up with the bloomin’ country?’

chief

It was all over;{of

But.we took a hand in the chase after

We had a decent sum in our
pockets - by this, fer our share of
the

ough an’

'Vark. Wot @ey.;
ays,'if we stay right here where we are

pile and his saloon.  So, like @ fool, T

a bigg

wne;—F-did

twic't, I “was ashamed—to go back so |
soon an’ re-enlist, an’.I had a pal ast'
fiad made a- fool of nimself, too. It .
was the, timeeveryone- was-talkin’ of -
the dimon’ fields in Africa, an’ he says
to me, he says: ‘Ril,’ he says, ‘we've
got our passage money to the Cape.
Let's go there an’ make another pile,
_and -have the laugh on folks,’ he says.

It seemmed gool enough for me, for I
was ‘ashamed to pass the people in the
town what knew mfe since A kid. . So we
went to Africa, we did, and up to Kim- |
berly, and devil a dimon’ saw we, an’
the drinks was most extravagant-dear
An' but we had a hard time of it, and
no way to_get out, when- the blessed

IT 18 A CUSTOM WE HAVE IN TilIS COUN-

“I'm with you,’ I sdys, ‘an’so 'twas set-

the climate is ’'way up.

‘| growing to feed them most hountifut;

th

csom ¢ < -

;f e
w

i_,
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| |

TRY.

tled betwixt us. +
- Mister man, it’s a- fine country, an’
1’1l say for
them English that they knowhow to
hoss them savage peoples. - Before the
figntin' was well finished théy had Zu-

u

I tumbled, an’ what think ye he-
ed? Nothin’ less” than to sell 1

cows.” Fool that
him, an’ off he weént in a
$00N  s00ry. eek
my best cattle, assegaie
meat.

he, very grave,
influence with them, but I canna help

ye if ye won’t. help yerself,’ ne says. |lot
‘Why dinna ye take the girl? It's
the custom of the country. The chief’s
mad, naterall, ‘cause ye think
too big a man to be neighborly.'

LT-told ye, or I conldn’a live here.'

Rome-does.* .
" {‘So-1 tells the chief I'm rea
after a high old feast I handed
- twenty cows and he handed me my first

ranch, an’ she g
an’ says . ‘Zalli’hic
like that,

‘mind that,” an® T started to teach her

l-at the price she'd cost, an’
like to waste her entirely.

had Jearned how to broil--a steak, when

s;%e;»a big, big chief he'd been before
thie war; an’ great in ‘ '
He salutes very gravely and we pow-

S T R R el MRS el g
F - Teventy Wioes! . Good times an TS0 off he sode, am' I ¢
i T(Ueﬂw ' M long enough in any ‘old town: Justas |more of it, until soon after up
: i B we were enjoyin’ ourselves to the limit | me my nearest nej ‘
3 the old gen'ral in command thinks it's|in cows, black as
iy son,** said the- vetetan Pt time to let people know he’s alive, an’ | He jamed.an’ juwed

his daughters ;6“::&1

I went to the

41 thoeht ye'd he‘iﬁ‘tmuble,’ says
e ek RCusit ekl oF

T

‘¥ ‘Me marry a Zulu’ says 1.
‘“ *Sure,’ says he ‘ 'tis the custom
e country,’ says he.

wof

‘" * Heayen forgive me, . thinks I Dut.
ere’s worse men than me has done as

L an’

ife—180 pounds,” with a smile that
eighed me down beyond conrputation.
‘< What do they call you to home?'
asks,when we -weré alone on the
rins a Tew more pounds
"Tulu,’ of something
‘‘ From now on ye're Bridiet,' 1 says;
ow to cook potatoes, for she was dear
I didn't

T"T'wo  weeks went on, an’ |
comes my neighbor from the other
~ he had.

luland split' into parts, an’ over each
part:was a chief whom they could trust
to 'keep the other fellows toein’ the
mark,an’ things began to sizzle serenely
as if wothing had ever been the matter,
My pal an’ me we prospected-a bit, an’
scein’ there was freightin’ to be done
into Natal an’ up- among the Boers, we |
hauled freight considerable. But them
cows was _on my mind—the cows we’d
been raidin’'—the fatness'of them, an’
the worth of them, an, the rich grass

-with-lots-of water an’ nary-hard winters
to kil em off like it is on the plains. |
‘¢« +pP1] be a cattle king or bust;! says
I, and I near was, I was. ‘
““1 took up a claim with no trouble, |
acres an® acres of fine rollin’ grassland, |
an’ I laid in stock "with my capital
I'd learned a bit of the lingo, an’ 1

|

110, FOR THE DIAMOND FIELDS.

hand of Providence purvided a ruction
netween-the blacks and whites, and‘we
was right in 1t, we was, It wasithe

- Zulu war, as maybe you’ve heard on.

Them ¢ English took things easytat
first, thinkin’ they had a“¥oft thing,
but the Zulus jumped in the first round
an’ did all the fightin’. They was ter
rurs, they was. ‘Thev massacred a regi-
ment and raised hell at Rorke’s Drift
and fought immense. So it took time
for them Britishers to get men enough
out to smother the savages, and in the

—meanwhile -thewhole o{f; South Africa
was in a_panic, thinking they'd every
one be massacred, to. They raised vol:

unteers right an’ let an’ a lot.of irregu-
That's where nie an’ my |
When théy knew |
we had sojered on ‘the plains agin In-
ay, an’ .
cause we was the-dead- -

larcavalry:
side partner came in.

“juns, they. wanted us right.aw
we was willin’,
est kind of broke.

‘““That was - fun,’

there was fun an’ boodle in it. "We was
off .an’ out over the country by our

bloomin’ selves, our troop, scoutin’— |

We  went  where we
when we liked, an’
lived high.

a free company.
liked, n’ we fought
- we raided all the time, an
Ve see, rookie, 'the wea
Kaffirs is counted 1n cattle.

millionaire.
we was,
course ; but the fightin’ we wan

of fat cattle behind -the enemy.

~“brand, an’ maybe. some

_came imo our hands; War is war.

| bate who |iked the company of black/

1

~ridin® my horse over my own land, an’

The discipline |’
wasn't too severe, «n’ we had a feller |
in command who'd been run out of the |
English army for gettin’ gay, an’ then
served with Turkey, an’ was in no wise |
particular where he fought so long as |’

Ith. of them | of it,
Ye''ve so |-
many cows, an’ ye're a solid man; an a
ye've so-many ‘meore, an’ maybe ye're a
We was after them cows, |
We'a fight when it came, of | : Lof
ted was | but things ain’t
t bunch | savs. !
waitin’
“for- us” to drive them off. We weren't |
_over careful neither to worry about the |
ome Boer cows, an’
Englishmen’s cows on the Natal border
: {The | old; scou

lived years with the Zulus, a'old repro~

| men bettet than white.  He helped m¢
out, an’/ in a vear there 1 was, livig’ |

by myself -in-a 'houde I built myself/ a|

watchin’ my fat cattle an’ their increas-
lin' offspring. ‘'Twas the life of a god
| for -awhile, fur; whenever I rode, the
Kaftirs was bowin’ an’ smilin’. Them’s
sensible men, them is, When they're |
' whipped they knows they’re whipped.
| Anyway, [ was bappy, fur heaven
| meant me fur a farmer, an’ twixt my
{cows an’ my cabbages an' my corni 1
{ was doin’ well, until—up comes one
Eday my bloomin’ Scoity,

| T <ye're.doin’ fine,’ he says. 'Ye're
| acredit to hull .of Zululand,’ he says

 —
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I gives him- hospitality fur sayin’

: - —
e've a fine lot of cattle,”’ he says,
‘but,” he says, ‘ye'd bet-
r marry afore there’s trouble.”

( says 1, ‘I was thinkin® of
wee townie o' mine, |

l(!\’
fter awhile;
11e
t (1] .Oh !v
{ sendin’ back tor a_

| *‘He laughs, the 're;;fqb“e" ln‘*gaj. s
‘1 dinna mean a white wife,' i

ihere’ 1l be trouble,’ he says.-

was thick with a old “Scotchman who'd |/

Sp————————

| chief as he; but, he said, ,
in’ to forgive and forget if I would
s ancient and
mily _and marry his two
| daughters.
| righteous

1 8AyS. ¢
2 ,heys'ays. “It's a custom
When ye's united by matrimony to
the first families in Zululand,' he says, | .
‘ve can do what. ye've amind to an’ |
| be rich like me.’

{darn my s0¢

fixed for her yet,” 1| he just jooked

~4Ve'll hae to tak'a chief's wife, or

T8 HIS TWENTY

HE DESER

wow, we does, ar

ite daughters in-my seléction.

ing —if

ca by my overlooking so

form—an alliance with
wealthiy fa
1 kicked him out-inm

and two heifers in the next week.
went to Seotty. ‘The tough old

says :

~*‘In for a penny, in for a"pound,’
3. o 3 ~»amn%ed matters  with
chief for thirty

ters. Susannah an’ Etheierta I
tem and set i

month every 0
miles got mad unless 1.
ance with His fawily, an the
Tave W
was a great chiéf--an he said

made an

th* extent of c
friendly.’
: f | miles away, leavin
cat up for | cook one beefsteak
. . measly Seot Zulu | I returned.
for advice, fqr this was the first time
I'd ever had trouble with them big,
laughin’ black feliers.

white to green

3 they doin here?
‘I've a score, as| - ‘

Sl

"him | f

1 1m telin® y

| tice called the hlw

WIVES,

' what  did “he say?
He was hurt in his feelin’s, he was,
'cause I'd married a wife beneath me
| in station an’ overlooked his two favor.
He felt,
he said, that the war had been for noth-
the Zulu mnghts. could not be
rotected under the great Queen’s rule.
e felt, he said, that a great injury had
been done to the welfare of South Afri-
powerful a
he was will-

indignation an’ lost a bu %

1
‘I've a score of 'em myself,’ he|
‘Best do as everybody else does,”
the country.

‘:g:

ve cows for the daugh

n to teach 'em to cook an'.
ks, so's they shouldnt be
dead - stock on my  hands. But I was
sore for the bunch of cattle,for I hadn’t | ¥

but - 200. S ,
“* Rookje, it breaks. my heart to tell
you but its a_dead sure fact that in

1d Zulu within u hundred

ben 1 kicked—be

So

and

m,y',l vii e <

*“Them wus

£ *Its a custom ¢
he, with a #gg
famiiies

—* ‘As to robbin," |
got back my oww. As
troop of i lars,
forgettin’ all
ne;iltn,lsﬁ; he  sa
ts, says, and
q~n“1 was clean de
‘he was-an old man
athim, .. oo
- ‘'] sold my
wives, all twenty
my way to A

ye want a wife, do
riners, neither Cu
Zulus, but wait un L
grl up and asks ye to
LA _Sun' ' i s

A couple applied toa rurel ju
the peace for totdl divorce:

a whisper: ok
CHWhars the law

“You can’t do it,
L3t don’t come 1

replied the husband, notund

the nature of "the

“ 'Hout six dollare  am. & b
bomor.*t: = i i
‘Al right, thes. I

bribery, an a dollar ‘balf fer
up my time with a case what my
diction is out of, an may the I 2
mercy on  yer I""—Atlanta  Cone

stitution,

that  your '
you gently, mum,

allis] 83
old Scotty | entirely

y g

S 9Glang,’ 1 says, for I tnought] the

ndrel was joking:




