TUCKETTS

ORINOCO %,

“SMOKE -

 FINE FOR

IGARET

v

——

TES

CUT COARSE FOR

Pl

“roiadn

-
S a w.a=s

PE

[

Oblivion,”
Blight,”

THE ALIBI

Geo. Allan England

Author of “Darkness and Dawn,"
“The Empire in
“The AfterGlow,” The Crime-Detactor,”, etc.

the Alr”

“Beyond the Great
“The Golden

With romwe strange cynieism of l at once was born  in the cashic
mock Fate had ordered thac this | chilled  heart—the primal insdrn
curged object should drop from vhe! deepest rooted of any 1in the unive
ecashier’'s pocket and ihat it should | —self-preservation. 3

now have fallen into the Lands of the Now, all ut onece, a staggering choice
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pmyton bad drawn the searchlight : cholee of certain punishment or of
from his pocket he had alsg pulled out | some possibility in risking far, far
the wig and let it fall. more than he might win complete
Now there it was solutely | freedom,
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i whispered loudly.

Death!

Right In the, light-cirele of the 1hmp
thoe dead face lay, appealing In its su-
preme helpledsness, with gliging eyous

uprollad, with gray halr blood-drab-
bled,

Slayton shoved his platol back into
his pocket., Ho felt a certain pride

ugh it all that his shot had been
80 extremely effective. Yet horror over-
bore all other sensations. Ho moved
mechanifeally. His staring eyes blink-
ed strangely as he stood there peering
in the dark
Dazed, Le drew
“Mackenzie! Ob,

nearer
Mack:nzfe!™ he
He almost expected tae inert elay to
onswor, He had known the old man
so long, had talked with him so ofifn
and so often had brought him books
No, no! Mackenzie could not be dead!
Stooping, he shook the old Scot by
tte shoulder, now terribly limp
’ale and scared, he stood up agaian
For a moment he remeiffed there peer-
fng down at the body. Then he turned
and kicked the search-light away. The
aight of those dead eyes passed all by
man endurance,
The light 34
lay folded in cur
This was far worse than anything the

n

Now all things
na of velvet gloom.

rays could show. He produced his
own light and cast its rays here and
there, seeking the wig

There it lay, still clutched in the

cld man’s fingers, Slayton snatched

on
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of A, W.«Chasze, M. D,, the famous
:le«','m Book author, om the bex you

uy.

conceal ‘he money and be ready--
fresh, shaven, alert—to retum to Now
York on his usual train,

Not ono lota of variation mu: be
observed In his conduct. He must pro.
pare himsel! for an ordeal of acting
such as would tax the abilitles of &
consummate ar.st, And time was
growing now zo terribly short!

With a violent efforc the miserable
man pulled his terves together. lio
went over to the water-cooler, dranR
two brimming glasses of fce-water and
telt a triflo relloved. Then he stood
there, pondering,

Qbvlously there could bo no use In
locking up the saf? again. Now that
the old man was murdered there could
be no delay in the discovery of the
theft. Nor would there be any advan-
tage In putting Lack the money. That
would only bring about his bankruptcy
and help fix suspicion on him. No, as
Le had begun, so he muat go thro
to the ond—to the very end, whatever

that ight be
He shuddercd, and for a moment
leaned inst the steel bars of the

vault-cage to steady himself,

Once more ho thought. Iis only
way, he decided, would be to prove a
periect alibi He had left no tracks,

not even a finger-print; nothing., lLet
them suspect him all they pleased,
they could prove nothing He mum
removo every possibility of proof. He
must fasten the crime cn somebody
clse. Some othe’ man must take
this medicine; not he'

“Somebody clse!” said the cashier.

“Somebody else must take this. But
who?" )
Pondering, he once more began to

recume his disguise. As he reached
into Ms pocket for the wig, which he

had steffel in there, his hand fell in

contact with metal. It recoiled as
(rom the touch of a viper. The auto-
matic!

Slayton grunied wordlessly. The
feel of that cold, murderous thing,
which only five minutes belore had
flicked out a human life, sent shud-

Finally, light in hand, he got up and
approached old Mackenzie's body,
The scent of blood was highly dis-
tasteful to him—for Slayton was a
man of peculiar reflnements and eas-
lly offended—but he did not draw
back. He turmed the old man over to

Louis Frank, 746 City 1l Ave.,
Montreal, Que., February 2, 1918,
your skin clear by using Cuti-
cura Soap and Ointment for every.
day tollet purposes. .
For Free Sample Each by Mail ad-
dreas pont-card: ‘‘Cuticura, Dept. A,
Boston, U. 8. A.” Sold everywhere.

see where the buliet had ck. At

sight of the wound behind the right

ear he critically pursed his *hin lips

Then he let the limp head

again. With the
1 staining

L eare ho
gloves with

)

blood.

Laght stiil burning, he proceeded, In
a businesslike nanner, to carry out
his plan. First, he went noiselessly

Mansfield's ¢ :, looked it over
trled the drawers. was
%ed. The younz chap his ex-
rewe pertu
urn o

to

None
in
bation had neglected to

examine’ the drawers one
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