Speech of the Governor.

6 JOURNAL OF THE ‘HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

for greater accuraey he had obtained a copy—which he read to the House,
as follows :—

M. President, and Honordble Gentlemen of the Legislative Council :
My, Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

You will resume the exercise of your Legislative functions under cir-
cumstances so favorable in regard to the Commercial and Financial posi-
tion of the Colony, and the material prosperity of its inhabitants, as to
justify me in offering to you, and through you, to the Country, my warm
congratulations.

The quantity of the staple produce which has left our shores during the
past year, considerably exceeds the export of any previous year recorded

‘in our Colonial annals ; while a tariff which admits to consumption, arti-
-cles of faod of first necessity—the bread and meat of the People—free

from taxation, has contributed to the Revenue a sum of about £91,000,
being nearly one-fourth more than the largest annual amount ever receiv-
ed into the Colonial chest from the same source.

It must be to you a just cause of satisfaction, that the policy adopted in

“the session of 1855, whereby the provisions of the treaty with the United
- States of the 5th June, 1854, were extended to this Colony, has, by open-

ing up new markets both of consumption and transit, into which our Co-
lonial produce is admitted at its natural commercial value, materially as-
sisted in sustaining and even .augmenting that value during a period when

‘the unusual abundance of the supply, would, under ordinary circumstanc-

es, have probably produced an opposite effect.

While these great advantages have been sccured to our commerce and

“finance, the industry ‘of the fishing population has not, T have. reason to

believe, been exposed in asingle instance to interference from without by
the exercise of the privilege to take fish upon our coasts, which, under the
treaty in question, is extended to citizens of the United States.

Confidence may, I think, be felt, that the conditions which  crdinarily
regulate the employment of capital, time, and labor, will continue to avert

- from our people this species of competition in their habituel pursuits.

The-anticipation I expressed to you, when. last.assembled in. this place,

ithat the sub-marine connection of the Island with the American continent
by Electric Telegraph.would be completed -ere the-closesf: the past year,
- has, as you. ate -aware, been.amply. fulfilled ; and the.adventagesthus:con-



