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A WORD OF APPRECIATION.

Often it has been our painful duty to comment harshly 
upon the nonsense published by Canadian newspapers 
concerning mining. It is pleasant, therefore, to have 
the opportunity of saying a few words in appreciation 
of the efforts of several daily journals.

Three Canadian dailies, one in Nova Scotia, one in 
Ontario, and one in British Columbia, issue regularly 
at the beginning of the New Year, special reviews of 
annual progress. The Toronto Globe’s articles on min
ing in the supplement to its January 1st issue are de
cidedly the best that have ever appeared in its col
umns. In the Halifax Morning Chronicle, for the same 
date, there were excellent resumes of mining in Nova 
Scotia. The Nelson Daily News, wdiich is not yet to 
hand, has for some years favoured the public with ex
haustive articles from the pen of Mr. E. Jacobs.

To these papers, and to several others in Ontario 
and British Columbia (and here it is not invidious to 
mention the Cohalt Nugget and the Porcupine Press), 
the investor and the miner owe a great deal. It is not 
easy for the daily newspaper to sift closely the true 
from the false in dealing with despatches from mining 
camps. But it is desirable and practicable to engage 
only well-informed writers to contribute to its col
umns. The three newspapers mentioned have chosen 
the best available authorities.

A few weeks ago the Canadian Mining Journal 
won the disapproval of its vigorous contemporary, the 
Toronto Saturday Night, for venturing to suggest that 
the mining industry needed more publicity. Our critic 
evidently mistook the point of our suggestion.

There is nothing more beneficial than timely pub
licity. This has nothing to do with the touting of flo
tations. The publicity that is desirable is just such 
as that given to the industry of mining in the annual 
reviews referred to above. But this can be carried 
much further. We believe that it is the duty of the 
mine manager, not alone to see that no exaggerated 
or false items concerning his mine get into the papers 
without prompt contradiction, but also to undertake 
to give the investing public exact and regular infor
mation. Naturally, this does not hold for the manager 
of a mine that is privately financed. In these circum
stances the manager can rightly withold all facts. But 
when the shares of any mining enterprise are being 
openly traded, the manager who permits falsehoods 
to be circulated, either to the detriment of the mine 
or otherwise, is morally culpable.

Hence there is pressing need of sonte general ar
rangement whereby succinct reports of the physical 
condition of all important mines be given out regu-


