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Common Prairie Birds
By Dr. H. M. Speechley, Pilot Mound, Man.
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Quite a large number of people say, 
But what a few birds we have on 

these prairies! ” AmJ/ntk<rs, often old- 
timers. will tell votr that aNjumber of 
“new birds arc* coming tow.'^'On en 
quiry one finds that the birds men 
tinned have been recorded all over the 
Northwest for more than thirty years 
back, and to naturalists arc well known. 
The fact is that observation has sharp 
ened of late years and eyes have been 
opened. Sometimes people have passed 
by birds and flowers and such things 
so absorbed in wheat, cattle or machin
ery that they have simply been blind 
to them, just as a color-blind man can- 
.not see the brilliant orange lily of our 
prairies. They do not see any value 
in noticing these wonderful gifts of 
the Almighty, and talk of people who 
•lo take notice ns “star gazers” or 
“bug hunters,” or, as in my own case, 
the “canary and weed man,” some 
times playfully, sometimes more or less 
scornfully. The old Book with su
preme wisdom says: “Man doth not 
live by bread alone,” and that “A 
man’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of things that he possesses. 
Hence I am not ashamed or apologetic 
for approaching an audience such as 
the readers of The Ouide, because I 
have a great theme, a great opportunity 
to show the extraordinary value of our 
common birds to the farm, nay, even 
to the dwellers in town and city also. 
You must not suppose that I am writ 
ing for you as an authority, but as a 
lover of birds who has dabbled a little 
more than most in the subject. Our 
real authorities in the Northwest are, 
I believe, Norman and Stuart Griddle, 
of Aweme, all-round naturalists of 
more profound and exact knowledge 
than any others in Manitoba, at anv

The Barn Owl Is a real friend of the farmer

rate. Nor have I had any peculiar ad 
vantage over the settlers in the prairie 
provinces. When I sc Oped in I’ilot 
Mound in the fall of 1901, at the age 
of thirty five, 1 at once began to ask 
questions about birds, but found it hard 
to get much information. Everything 
that wasn’t a hawk, owl, prairie chick 
en, goose, duck, meadow lark or robin 
was a “little brown bird.”

Bird Books
However, I bought “Bird Neigh

bors,” by Neltje Blanchan, and Frank 
Chapman’s “Handbook of the Birds of 
N.E. America,” and later on those ex
cellent little handbooks of Chester 
Reed, all of which proved a great help 
because they gave the key to observa
tion. In 1903, with some doubt as to 
my capacity, 1 undertook to observe 
the spring migration of birds for the 
Biological Survey of the U.S.A. Mv 
opportunities were those of any country 
doctor. There was my small garden in 
the middle of Pilot Mound, there were 
my neighbors’ gardens, and then my 
country drives took me over the prairie, 
into the bush, along the ravines tribu
tary to the River Pembina and the 
lakes of the district. I will admit that 
a pair of good binoculars was also a 
great aid to observation, because they 
permit you to spot birds at such a dis
tance that they are not too much scared 
by your presence. As glasses are very

useful for spotting stray cattle and 
other happenings on the prairie, may

suggest that boys and girls should be 
encouraged to use them for spotting 
birds as an excellent training of their 
powers of observation. Thus a book 
on birds or a binocular spy glass make 
excellent birthday presents for .lack or 
-fenny. Lots of girls, if only encour- 
aged, are clever at bird knowledge, 
especially those who fetch the cows in 
early morn or dewy eve when birds 
are most easily seen.

Economic Value of Birds
I wish, however, to bring to your 

notice the practical value of bird knowl 
edge to the farmer in a way that will 
appeal to you. This bird question is 
not mere sentiment, as you will soon 
see from a number of facts collected 
by the naturalists employed by the 
Biological Survey of the U.S.A. It has 
been estimated by the scientific “bug 
hunters” that the farm interests of 
the U.S.A. suffer a yearly loss of some 
seven hundred million dollars owing 
to the ravages of insects, let alone 
weeds altogether, and that but for our 
birds not only would the loss be much 
greater but life for human beings would 
become impossible owing to insert 
plagues. Wo can get, some idea of 
what this means by a number of inter 
eating calculations' and facts. In 1910 
the farm products in the U.S.A. were 
valued at $8,926,000,000. Now, one of 
the best weed seed eating groups of 
native birds is the sparrow family, 
which, excluding entirely the English 
sparrow, is abundantly represented in 
the three prairie provinces of Western 
t a a a<la. Of this family the tree spar
row. which returns to our prairies rogu 
lari y close to April 1, in adult life con
sumes a quarter of an ounce of weed 
seeds daily. On this basis the tree 
sparrows in the state of Iowa—to give 
an exact estimation eat annually 
about 875 tons of weed seeds. “Some 
good work that! ” do you sayf Well, 
then, a moderate estimate of the total 
Consumption of weed seeds by the 
whole sparrow family in the whole of 
the U.S.A. results in a saving of one 
per cent, of the crops, which is equal 
to a sum of $89,260,000 saved to the 
farmers of the States in 1910. As 
hordes of these sparrows which winter 
far to the south of the international 
boundary move up into the prairie 
provinces for nesting purposes, we have 
from April to September the full bene 
fit of their weed seed habits and simplv 
cannot get along without them. À 
grateful municipality has conferred up 
on me the dignity of weed inspector of 
sec. 9, twp. 3, rge. 11, and I ought to 
know! Ha, ha. what do you know 
about that!

Crows, Hawks and Owls
Take the common crow, which this 

year returned to our prairies about a 
week later than its usual date, March 
25 to wit, and see what a bad name 
some people give to it. I would remind 
you that prejudice is not proof, but 
that the best proof of what a bird eats 
is the contents of its crop and stomach. 
In Southern Manitoba I do not know 
that, crows hurt any crops, but it seems 
that they will destroy the eggs and 
young of prairie chicken and other use 
ful birds which devour either insects 
or weed seeds, and even of poultry. On 
the other hand crows always, as proved 
by their stomachs, devour many insects 
as well as grubs, such as cut-worms and 
white grubs, also meadow mice in 
abundance.

Hawks and owls get a bad name as 
poultry robbers, and if one of these fine 
tiirds takes to such bad habits he prob
ably must be shot, but in my thirteen 
years on the prairie f have seen hun 
ilreds of hawks and owls catching grass 
hoppers, beetles, mice and gophers. As 
many as a hundred grasshoppers have 
been found in the stomach .of a Swain 
son’s hawk, one of our common larger 
hawks with a big brown patch in the 
middle of its breast. In the nesting 
place of a pair of barn owls more than 
3,000 skulls have been found, 97 per 
cent, of which were those of field mice, 
house mice and rats. It is sheer crazi
ness, then, from a farmer’s point of 
view, to shoot hawks or owls unless— 
and here’s where knowledg: comes in
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trees, shrubs, plants, etc.
Trees will Increase the value of property
Wlndbreeke will reduce the fuel bille 
Shede Treee make life a Joy and pleaeure 
Hedges are cheaper than fencee

*10 oo WHAT TEN DOLLARS WILL BUY $1Q
PREPAID TO ANY ADDRESS V

25 CURRANT BUSHES 26 OOOSEEERRV BUSHES
100 RASPBERRY PLANTS

12 PLUM (or FRUIT TREES) 12 RHUBARB ROOTB

*

PATMORE’S
RELIABLE SEEDS

I “ Ilut Husband or Wife who want to Increase 
llit'ir income we say:
Grow Your Own Vegetables for Summer Use.
Grow Your Own Vegetables for Winter Canning. 
Vogetable growing offers every opportunity to reduce 
the high cost of living.

COLLECTION
No. 1..............

4 I be. Beene 
I oz. Beet
1 pkt. Cabbage, early 
I pkt. Cabbage, late 
I oz. Carrot 
1 pkt. Cauliflower 
1 pkt. Celery 
1 pkt. Citron 
4 lb Corn 
» Pkt. Cucumber 
4 o/. Onion. Bed

SPECIAL COLLECTION OFFERS
PRIDES POSTPAID

$1.25
4 oz. Onion. Yellow 
t pkt. Parsley 
4 lb. Peas 
r oz. Radish 
1 pkt. Rhubarb 
I pkt. Temale 
1 pkt. Veg. Marrow 
4 oz. Swede Turnip
1 oz. Parsnip
2 pkte. Lettuce, two 

varieties

COLLECTION
No. 2..............

I pkt. Aster 
I pkt. Bachelor's But

ton
1 pkt. Chrysanthemum

1 pkt. Keohle. Burn-

I pkt. Mignonette 
1 Pkt. Marlaatd nTng

$2.50 COLLECTION
No. 3

1 pkt. Morning diary. 
Tall. Mixed

$2.50

.25
I pkt. Nasturtium, 

Dwarf
] ,kt. r.niy, MlMd
I »kt. P.MJr, Ml..,
I »kl. Suallawsr, 

(Hint
I »M. Swi.t Pma.
f Pkt.1 it.fjka, Mhud 
I ,kt. Zinnia 
1 pkt Wild Casvatsr

! !5 OI*»t Y.IUw lnt.rm.dlat.
j lb ftu,ar Beat. It.,.
I lb. Swede, Bangholm 4 jff, -Rap§*

A POSTCARD WILL BRING OUR SEED OATALOO

, Mb. Kale. Improved 1,000-Heeded 
4 lb. Carrot

SEED CORN—ALFALFA—GRASSES—CLOVERS
. Price quoted ere F.O.B. Brandon or Saskatoon 
NORTHWESTERN DENT CORN, PER BUSHEL, $2.86

BROME DRA8S, No. 1 
WESTERN RYE, No. 1 
TIMOTHY, No. 1 . ,
RAPE......................................
ALFALFA, Northern Drown No. 1 
ALFALFA, Turkestan No. 1 
CLOVER, Red No. 1 . . .
MILLET, Hungarian................. ,u , _ __

»;,»d*n 'or

to IhM.
si.es
1.40 
1.20 
1.20 
3.20
2.40 
3.00

.70

•jr, Ibn.
S3.SO 
3.40 
3.76 
8.00 
7.00 
6.00 
S.7S 
1.60

too lb*.
SI 6.00 
12.00 
10.00 
12.00 
26.00 
22.00 
26.00 

6100
......JST.-ÎS

PATMORE NURSERY & SEED COMPANY
BRANDON, MAN. SASKATOON, BASK.
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AS ne»r infallible as possible to ATTAIN <gj

Farm Lands For Sale
Buy Before the Share
Advance Takes Place

A. Trustees end Administrators, large erase of lends have come into our 
hands for sale, and the following are offered aa desirable:__
1 -240° aorsa mo,, or Im. In Br.ndon dl.trUt, .11 |„ high state of .ultlv.tion. «-

cellent butldiZiga, with horses end Implements ready to go to work To one of 
moan., with wp-rloica, thl. I. ■ splendid opportunity. T "

2 “r“"^nBlr,U’ ““ Mta lb~- -h-P- with fin a build-

1 *, t̂g1°n "**' R**in*' «'“h *00 u,n cultiva tod | Al building. r~dy for .prln,

4—A half Met Ion now KHUrney, with building., fencing and cultivation 
6-27,000 acra. in Winnipeg dlatrlct, lirai ol«M well drained "bottom" land. au^lUnt 

for colonisation purpose#. Cm be wholesaled In 2000 and 5000 acre tioaka.

For above and other equally good bargains, send for our maps and lists show- 
try prices, location, terms, etc. ””w

The Standard Trusts Company
346 Main Street, Winnipeg ____  f'

ADVERTISING le the foundation of oil suoooooful entorprlaoe. if 
advertisement appeared In these pages K would ho reed by ever « 
prospective buyers. Patronise our advertisers—advertise youreelf- 
we will all bo suoooooful.


