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WEDNESDAY, SEPT'H. 19, 1556.

Expected Visit of Rev. Dr. But_ler;;

'4s intimatéd by us in_previdus issuss, the
Rev. Dr. Butler, for many years'a Missjona¥y in
Indis, snd now a Minister of the Method
Episcopal Church in Mssaschusetta, mnyjz: €x-
pected in this citythis week.  Hewill¥orrive
(D.V.) by the Express Train fro® Wicifzor ob
Saturday.

Oa Monday evening next, in Tewperance Hall,
the Rev. Dr, will Lecture on  PERSONAL RE
MINISCENCES OF THE SEroy REBELLION IN

- INDIA”

We are desirous that as many cf our fellows
citizens as possible si®uld avail themselves of
the privilege of hearing this Lecture. We can
assure them that it will be & ticat the like of
which they have seldom, if ever, enjoyed. The
subject of the Indian Mutiny his been a some-
what familiar topic with ue ;-but Dr. Butler’s
Lecture will be found (o be altogether unique,
and of surpassing interest, not merely because
of the masterly ability of thz Lecturer, but also
from the fact of his familiavity with the scenes
described by him. He was preacut in Iudia dur-
ing that fearful struggle, is well acquainted with
the principal scenes and circumstances of the
revolt, and had personal experience of the cuf-
ferings endured by the European residen's in
India during the many months while the rebel-

_ lion lasted. These he cah preseat to his auditors
with & power of description sellom rqualled.
We are confident that the only rejret of those
who may hear him will be, that from his inez-
haustible stores of material they are not to be
favemred with mahy Lectures from hica instead
of but one. The proceeds of the Leoture are to
be devoted to a benevolent object, to aid the
Funds for the rebuilding of the Sackville Irsti-
tution destroyed by fire in January last.
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Religious Services of the Centenary
Celebration.

The Conference of Eastern British America,
at its last Session, deliberated upon ihe advisa-
bility of uniting with our bretbren, the Metho-
dists in Canads and the United States, in the
services to be held in October, in commemora-
tion of the wonders wrovght by the Hand of
God in the history of Methodism in Americe,
during the century now closing. The Confer-
ence regarded the-occasion as highly eppropriate
for holding special religious services, and accord-
ingly directed that such scrvices be held on esch
Cireuit throughout the month of October, leav-
iig the arrangements for such services, to be
made either by the Financial District Meetings,
or by each Superintendent.

At the late meeting for tae Halifax District
a plan for such services throughout the District
was indici ted, and probably other Districts have
adopted similar arrangements. The Halifax
District recommend that the opening period of
the month be devoted to prayer upon the Ser-
v.ces. to be held,—the first Friday in Oc'cber,

. the regular Quarterly Fast day, being observed
specially with a view to this object ; that.on 8ab-
bath the 7th Oct., our Congregations have pre-|

sented to them some of the principal circurn- |

stances, general or local, of Metkodiet history,

'| a few houre.

of the Divine goodness towarcs us es a people ;
that oa Sabbath-the 14th Oct. and curing the
following week Centenary Love-Feasts to beld
‘in our principal churches ; that on Sabbath 21st
of Oct. Centenary services be held in cognection
with the youth of our Sabbath Scheols; and|
that on Sabbath the 28th—and cn the remait.-
ing days of the month, there be held such thanks-
giving services as will be most suitable to the
oceasion, and as would be promotive of the piety
ard usefulness of the church. '

We mention this arrangement as suggestive |
for such districts or circuits that may not have
Jecided mpon any definite plan. We trust that
the large expectations entertained by many of

* the Divine blessing upon the Services of the
mokth may be abundantly realized, and may re-
sult in a very general and blessed revival of the
work of Ged. |

ihe following pertinent observations on this
subjectsare from the Christian Guardian :—

The Centenary of British Methodism or ra-
ther of Wesleyan Methodism without reference
to country, was celebrated in Britsin and Ame-
rica, as well as in other parts of the world, in
the year 1839. A day was set apart in January
for special prayer, and the month of Qctober
was devoted to religious servicés in behalf of the
Centenary Celebration. In like manner the
first week in January, and the wonth of Octo-
ber have been set apart the present year, for the
celebration of the Centenary of Methodism:in
America. “In the latter end of the year 1739,”
says Wesley, “ eight or ten persons came to me
in London;” their union in a Class, he tells us,
was the rise of the Unxrtep Socrery. 8o in
like manner Philip Embury formed a class of
six persons in his own house in “the Aatumn
of 1766,” Thus the first Class Meeling is mede,
both in Britein and America, +he date of the
commencement .of Methodism as a religious
system.

OCTOBER is therefore the month set apart for
the_great occasion,of praise, of prayer, and of
thank-offering. We trus:. that month will be
exclusively devoted to these interesting services,
snd that every mecessary preparation Will be
meade to render them es interesting mi)l profit-
able as possible. We suppose the cervices will
commence with sermons on the Babbath, to be
followed by one or more Centensry Lave-Feasts
.on the Saturday or Ménday, on erch Circuit;
and by public meetings in each pluce, at which
the whole claims of the Centensry, and of the
several objects to be promoted wili be more
“fully dwelt upon.

May we not hope for good spirilual results
from the proper improvement of this blessed
opportunity ? Already, in the U:ited States,
has the primitive spirit of Methodism been
awakened, and the baptism of power come
down upon the people! The flatie of revival
hes spread in every direction, ard multitudes of
souls have been brought to Goed. The work is
still going om, emcouraging us to believe “that
the set time has come for a generu! outpouring
of the Holy Spirit.  Will not God visit us algo,
if we seek Him with all our heartd? Yes,
verily, He is more willing to bless than we can
conceive. Let each minister an 1 member ear-
nestly, believingly, persevering!y off:r u, (he
prayer with which the Rev. W. Arthur com-
menced his Presidential duties . '~ | . .1
tish Conference. Let each one p:uy frem the
depths of his heart—* that God would PERFECT
His LOVE IN MY heart, and SAVE THOUSANDS

« OF'soULs !” That prayer, becoming universal;
would be a universal revival. If God perfect
His love in our hearts sinners in multitudes will
truly be converted unto Him. O for a uni-
Ve.rul prayer of penitence and faith! May all
n?xnictezn be endowed with a tengue of fire, and
all congregations feel the power from on High !

hh is becoming also; that the Centenary yeag.
ottt o e 17 0 gowrsl poramidey
ion, by means both of individual and

“-ﬂ,’ d°“§ﬁ°ﬂl. end of public collections,

¢ us 8 practical THANK-OFFERING TO THE AL
miGHTY Gob for the persomal, domestic, and
public benefits derived, by; blessing, from
the direct and indirect influsmees of the various
/ministyations-and'agencies of Wesleyan Metho-
divil, fiok werely on our own religious come
mupify, ‘but also _on the Christisn Chugeh at
large and op the spiritusl interests of the worlc.”
Yer, s thank-cferipg for such * bemefits,” such
ined’uubh benefits, 6 emigently suitfble to
this celébration, :nd will be made with a glad

nléw

Y

The indebtedress, in several re-pects, of Me-
thodism in America to M+t:odism in-dvelend,
has caused a very close buu:d of union to exist
between the Churches of (L. two countries, and
accordingly in the prepsration mace by tbe
Methodist Episcopal Church for the celebration
of its Centenary—znd in devising the objects to
which the Cen enery cff:rings should be devoted,
Ireland was by 1o means forgotten, The Irish
Conference therefore deemed it to be enl:u'e.ll
fitting to depute two of its most eminent Minis-
and associated with them

ters to visit Americs, 4
own in Methodist

a lay gentleman widely kn
cireles.

'fhe Rev. Robinson Scott, D.D, who is re-
membered with ‘great respect acd affection in
the United States and the British Provinces as
baving been the traveiling companion in 1864
bof the lamented President Thornton, reached
New York four weeks ago, accompanied by the
Rev. Robt.. Wallace, as the Deputation to the
American Methedist ‘Churches on the occasion
of the Centenary. They were followed by Wmn.
MeArthur, Esq., of Londom, who came passen-
ger by the China, and with whom we bad a most
agreesble icterview while that steamship re-
maiced in our port. Mr. McArthur is an influ-
entisl London Methodist, and being an Irish
gentleman, and held by the Irish Conference in
bigh esteem for bis generous interest in Irish
Methodism, was solicited to be one of the de-
putation. It was expected that these three
brethren would be able to tuke a promipent pert
in the Centenary celebrations during the autumn
months, in many of the principal Churches of
the United States and Canada.

In pursuance of their purpose the Rev. Dr.
Scott left New York a few days since for the
Eastern States, and the Rev. Robt. Wallace for
the West. But how uncertein are all earthly
plans ! Mr. Wallace, we are deeply grieved to
say, had scarcely entered upon his mission before
he was seized with fatal illness, and in a few
hours removed from his earthly labour.

We take from the N. Y. Christian Advocate
the foljowing account of the death of this be-
loved and honoured minister :—

“ A telegram from Ciccinnati brings the sad
announcement that Rev. Robert Walleee, Cen-
tenary delegate from the Irish Conference to the
Methodist churcbes of America, died in that
city of cholera on Sunday morning last. In
company with Rev. Dr. Robinson Scott, he
landed in this city on the 224 ult., remaicing
here un'il Monday, the 27th, and then, st the
suggestion of friends, left for a tour of visita-
tion among the Conferences in the West. He
reach:d Cincinnati on Saturday last, and was to
have pr:ached in Wesley Chapel on Sunday
morning, but died about an hcur before ths as-
eemblicg of the congregation. e was ill only
His age, we belizve, was fifty-four.
¢ Mr. Wallace was cne of the sblest, most
highly esteemed ministers in the Irish Confer-
ence, and was one of the fraternal representa-
tives of that body to the recent British Wes-
leyan Conference. He sailed from England on
the 11th ult, leaving the Conference before its
close, in order that he might participate with our
Churches at as early a date as possible in their
Centenary services. According to the advice of
ber friends Mrs. Wallace determined at a late
moment to accompany him, leaving a family of
eizht children for that purpose. Though we fear
she was not with him in his last moments, as she
was probably tarrying at the residence of family
friends in Ohio, yet it will ever be a source of
mournful satisfaction that she was neer enough
to be able to be present and weep over the re-
mains of her beloved companion. s

« As ebove noted Mr. Wallace spent his last
earthly Sabbath in this city, and was the guest
for the day of Sohn Stephenson, Esq, of the
Twenty-seventh-street Cburch. In the morning
be cccupied the pulpit of that Church, preaching
from these wcrds : * Work out your own salva-
tion with feer and trembling ; for it is God'which
worketh in you, both to will and to do of his
good pleasure.” The sermon was eminently
spiritual and impressive. Oa Sunday evening
he preached (probebly his last eermon) in St.
Paui’s Church, from the text, ** Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
eccording to his abundant merdy, bath begotten
us again unto a lively hope, by tbe resurrection
of Jasus Christ from the dead, to an inberitance
i-corruptible, and undefl:d, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for you.” It was an emi-
nently scriptural sermon, bringing out clearly
and impressively the sense of every pbrase of the
text. Neither sermon will be scon forgotten by
the congregations present.

¢ It seems but as yesterday when he was seated
in our office talking over with us the question of
the prevalence of cholera, as well as the pur-
poses of his visit, and expressing his gratitude
that his bealth had-been so providentially pre-
served. We drop the tear of sympathy with the
sorrows of the bereaved friends. The whole
Church in this country, as well as in Great Bri-
tain, will hear of his decease with regret snd
sorrow.”

Halifax District.

FINANCIAL MEETING.

The Financial Meeting was held on 5th inst.
at Kennetcook Church, situate in the township
of Newport, though comprised in the Kempt
Circuit. The meeting was opened at 2 p. m.
with religious exercises; and prompt attention
given to the business before us.

The estimated amounts of Circuit expenditure,
on the lowest scale of allowance, the Childrens’
Fund appoiniments, and the probable receipts
from the Circuits, were severally considered,
and the excess of sum required, above receipts,
noted. The Grant to the District was divided
between the dependent Circuits to suppliment
the receipts, and when the entire sum had been
apportioned it was found that each Mintster, on
such Circuits, would still be burdened with an
unprovided-for dcficiency of $135.

At present, the only way by which these bur-
dens may be lightened, is, for the Circuits to
advance in their receipts beyond the estimated
sum.—Only in such proportion as they will do
this, can these outstanding deficiencies be met,
There is no other source of income.for paying
these balarices of just claims. The anticipated
ordinary yearly income of the Contingent and
Home Mission Fund (with the exception
of a small reserve towards meeting cases of
speeial  afffiction, &ec.) is included in the
amounts already granted. Of course the sums
granted are not available till the close of the
present Conference year. The Circuits on
which these deficiengies occur must see the
necessity that ‘exists for more general and
liberal payments for the support of the ministers
appointed to them ; and should, if pessible, make
good their allowed and just claims. Especially
are they called upon to make zealous efforts to
meet the whole of their Circuit expenditure,as the
pCommittee in England, to whom we are indebt-
ed for the greater portion of the Fund from
which the grants to the Circuits are madehave
advised the Conference that it is their intention

the assistance hitherto afforded.

HOME MISSIONS.
| 'The Resolution of Canference received our
careful attention,

X . > i ?”‘M'vng all our soci-ties and congregations,”— to withhold, year by year, a certain amount of
gfovinéial Wesiepan. ‘ |

of the “ p;eaching places” on our poorer t'mt
more extensive “Cimuiu'.-,-cevenl of which
| Would more truthfully be designated “ Hogne
| Misgion S L are goly partially supplied
| with the pm; and that other portions

of our Conference terrijory are nhozeﬂ}"

| destitute of it. 1f these are to be cheered with
the voice of the heralds of truth, the money re-
quired to sustain the agents must, for the most
part, be furnished by the more f:n?red por-
tions of {hé Confegence;—mare fayourad ¥ith
meect to religious privileges, social engage-
ments, and worldly substance. *

The meeting entertained the opinion, that—
aotwithstanding jts jpecuniary diffiulties, and
that it so inadlequately sustains its present oper-
ations—the. Conference had yet some encour-
agement to enter more fully into somo phcs:l
for enabling Methodism to take its part. in
supplying the spiritual wants of the. peo;')le——
from the ‘deepening conviction of intelligent
members of our societies and congregations,
that the calls upon the Church on this behalf,
should be responded to; and tbat it is her duty
to support an evangelistic work among the in-
creasing population of these Provinces; and in
such a way as would not interfere either with
the Funds required for local Connexional pur-
poses, or the claims of the Foreign Missions
upon our benevolence. y

The District, recognizing, and cordially
sympathizing with this conviction, which, it is
believed, is obtaining among the laity—that
there should be a clearer exhibition of that
aggressive (or missionary) character of chris-
tianity, which formed so Jarge an clement in the
primitive spirit ot Methodism, was displayed in
her zealous efforts, and encouraged by her
glotious success—and persuaded, that the neces-
sity is great, and the scope for its exercise
within the bounds of the Conference ample—
has, at its present meeting, not only appointed
that meetings shall be held in all the Circuits in
the District, but also taken the liberty of nom-
inating certain lay-gentlemen who should be
respectfully requested by the Superintendents,
on behalf of the District, to assist at the meet-
ings; under the impression that their advocacy
of the object contemplated, and suggestions in
its behalf, would more speedily popularize some
systematic plan for Home Mission Work.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Arrangements for Sabbath services and Pub-
lic Meetings on the several Circuits were made,
and will be published in the Provincial Wes-
leyan.

STATISTIC SCHEDULES.

The brethren were requested to give their
careful attention to the filling up of these—
No. 1 and 2. Notice of motion, relating to some
alterations in the arrangements for filling up
schedule. No. 2, was given—to be presented
for consideration at the Annual Distéict Meet-
ing.

SPIRITUAL STATE OF&dE CHURCH.

On Thursday morning the Chairman called
the serious attention of the brethren to this
most important subject. He introduced his re-
marks by reading the Resolutions of Conference
—No. VIL and VIII. The conversations that
followed resulted in the unanimous adoption of
the following recommendations for the obser-
vance of the resolution relating to the celebration
of the Centenary of Methodism in America, to
which he would call the attention of our congre-
gations thronghout the District,—the brethren
in Bermuda will not forget that they are. in
connection with this District.

In view of the great and glorious results that
bave marked the history of Methodism in
America, during the century of its existence, it
is highly proper that the closing period of this
Centenary year be celebrated by appropriate
religious solemnities in grateful acknowledge-
ment for past success, in new consecration to
the service of our Divine Master, and in devout
confidence for future usefulness and prosperity.

It is accordingly recommmended to the Circuits
in the Halifax District, that in carrying out
the directions of Conference, in holding special
religious services during the month of October,
—the month be commenced by earnest prayer
for the Divine blessing upen the services pro-
posed to be held,—Friday, the 5th, (the regalar
Quarterly Fast-day) being observed as a day of
bumniiliatios.

That it be left with each Superintendent to;
make such specific arrangements for services
during éach week of the month, as shall be most
convenient ; and in such manner as shall afford
to our people, in each preaching place, oppor-
tunity for uniting in such services,; and shall be
‘most likely to promote the revival ot the work
ot God. :

That on Sabbath, Oct. 141h, the-attention of
our eongregations be directed to *“ the Hand of
God as seen ” in our general history during the
centery—es well as in the local history of our!
circuits—so that our obligations and responsi-
bilities as a Church may be felt and acknow-
ledged. >

That on Sabbath 14th, and duging the week
following, Centenary Love-Feasts shall be held
in our principal churches.

. That on Sabbath 21st, a service on the ocea-
sion of the Centenary be held with our principal
Sabbath Schools, )

That Sabbath 28th be a day of Thanksgiving,
and of special personal consecration to the work
of CHRIST, end the sexrvice he Lath committed:
to us as a church ; and that the closing days of
the month be employed in such appropriste ex.
ercises as shall best promote the personal holi-
nees and usefulness of our people, and the pros-
perity of the cause of Gob. y

That !}though it has not been contemplated,
to present any sjccial claims for praetical chris-
tian.benevolence with those Centenary Seryices,
it may, nevertheless, be suggested that the occa-
sion would be suitable for the presentation of
offerings to the Lord—in expression of our in-
debtedness to His grace, through the instrumen-
tality of Methodism—and, that in local enter-
prises of great importance on the. several cir-
cuits,® as well as in the various great objects of
general Connexional interest, our benevolent and
griteful people would fiad ample scope for the
exercise\of their christian liberality.

CAMP-MEETING.

The follgwing brethren were zppointed a
Committee\Jor makiog crrangements for a Camp
Meeting, tq be held at some suitable place in the
Maitland Circuit, immediately after the close
of the Conference of 1867 :—Messrs. Temple,
McKeown, Scott, Gae!z.

Our Financial Meeting wes a pleasant, and I
trust, a profitable one. In the fraternal greet-
ings to the brethren newly appointed to the Dis-
trict, and the mingling of our prayers before the
mercy seat, the social element in connection
with the spirit of christianity, had its happiest
illustration. =

We gladly welcomed the: stewards who had
eomo'to represent their circuits, but it would
have increased our pleasure if the Stewards from

- d—from
* We could not view without concern that some F};l“;" ok

convenient tn bave favoured us with their pree!

serce. A
Bro. Brettle preached b ovening preceding
the , and Bro. McKeown on Thursdey
evenings The lakter sermomy—the only one L

words, % Lord, inerease ‘owr
priste in sentiment, earching
in appesh and bope-uspiring in its tendency.

By requeat of the supsblcident, Sbo St
Home Wo-’y Meering, for 1hs Digatict, was
beld on the evening of the 6:b. The congrega-
tion was Jarge ; beside the sddresses of the
Chairman, Rev. E. Botterell snd H. McKeown,
we had e volunteer speech from a lay-resident
and then—the collection.

May the Head of the Church unqligp Qll the
@rrangements, snd make the month of, October
rich in blessing to sll our people.

Hopiog thet the choicest benedictions of our
grest High Priest may descend upon the kind
friends who so hospitably enterthined us, and
with whose families the Ministers. would gladly
have prolonged their- short- pleasant-sojourn, —
had mot duty hasteped them back to their own
Cireuit, I bring this Tetter to & close.

" The Financial Secy.

P.8. The sccounts for the Provincial Wesley-
an office were given to the Ministers, and the
hope expressed that the subsoribers would pay
to the ministers on the seversl circuits, the sums

due on the paper, as eatly as possible.

¢ The erection of Parsonages, Churehey(&c.
|7 4
8t. John District

Our Finaucial Committee for the above Dis-
trict met on Wednesday, August 29th, in this
city. Nearly all the ministers in the District
were present, but I am sorry to say there were
no laymen to unite with us in our deliberations !
It certainly is matter of regret. that so few of
our official men, outside of the regular ministry,
attend on such occasions. .

In our day there is in some quarters quite an
outcry against ministerial authority, and for
more lay influence in Methodism, yet when the
privilege i-;xtended, and the right conceded,
very few are willing to give the time and incur
the expense inscparably connected with those
official meetings. And here let it be borne in
mind that the ministers are not paid the expense
of attending those meetings, unless the Quarter
board of their respective circuits is willing to
do it.

We bad a most harmonious and pleasant
time, yet we all felt sad that every Brother on
the eight dcpendent Circuits in this District,
went back to his station with the prospect of
losing from his salary this year the sum of
$171,25. That was the amount of deficiency
unprovided for, which each brother must lose,
unless his Circuit raise the income—that sum
above what was raised last year.

If every District in the Conference were even
.as well off as this, it would not be so painful,
but while we have five independent circuits,
there are some that have not more than two or
three, and is there not one that has not an inde-
pendent Circuit within its bounds, and that not
a%small District but comprising eleven Circuits !

It is certainly just about time to emgage
heartily in the recently inaugurated * Home
Mission Fund” The unwelcome conclusion is
being forced upon us that our ministerial staff
must not be increased unless some additional
means are forthcoming for their support.

You have probably heard of the death of our
highly esteemed and beloved Bro. Eaton. He
died, as he lived for many years past, happy in
Jesus. Not only will St. John feel his loss, but
the whole Conference, for he was truly a con-
nexional man.

Yours sincerely,
G. 0. H.

Looking into Christ.
No. 2.

Isit notso? - Isnot man thus fallen ? In the
most degraded types of fallen humanity can you
perceive aught of the moral beauty and symme-
try that characterized his origiral structure.
No! he is through sin defaced, torn, bruised,
crushed as by some huge spoiler. But glory to
Jehovah ! the scripture we are meditating upon
tells us that restoratiori is possible; and not a
meagre, partial restoration, but as he persever-
ingly contemplates the exalted image of the tu-
preme God, as it isportrayed in the character of
Jesus, he is consciously being changed into the
same image. ‘This truth suggests the secocd in-
ference that, RESTORATION TO THE LOST IMAGE
oF Gop 18 ATTAINABLE. Without dilating upon
this truth ; but leaving it to yourselves to fortify
your mind against'any doubt thereof by a prayer-
ful examination of the New Testament, 1 pro-
ceed to consider the glass a mirror through which
this attracting apd transforming image is visible—
the Lord Jesus Christ. Christis called here a
glass : I will not be accused of perverting if I sug-
gest that the Greek word here -translated glass
means a mirror, as the substancé which we desig-
nate glass was unknown to the ancients—their
mirrors were made of metal, and highly burnish-
ed s0 as to reflect clearly the object placed be-
fore them. Christ then is the Christian's mirror,
in‘o which he is to look, to perceive the glorious
image of his Creator and his Redeemer—God ;
for the object contemplated isnot two but one,—
it is God manifest in Chr'st. Viewing God in the
Son, we are viewing the Father, as Jesus said
unto Philip, “ He that hath scen me hath seen
the Father.” Beholding “ the glory of the Lord
in the face of Jesus Christ, we are beholding the
glory of the Father and of the Son. As the
apostle expresses it—* Who being in the form
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with
God.” If we could but expatiate upon those traits
of character which in Christ stand out in relief,
how delightful the exercise; how transcendent
the spectacle!

An eloguent delineator of tlie life and chay-
acter of Christ remarks: ** In attempting to
portray the mora! perfect'on of the Redeemer we
can feel that wo are contemplating one who is
fairer than the children of men; we &rp stand-
iflg in the presence of Him who is altogether
lovely. The character of Christ had in it no-
thing local, temporary or common. He appear-
ed in the world entire, independent, and unique.
He was formed for a world which had lost the
original pattern of goodness, and bad sunk into
a state of universal selfishness ; the whole of his
history is a history of the sacrifice of selfish
feeling ; his life was calculated and conmstructed
on the principle of a laborious endeavor to im-
bue the world with the lost spirit of benevolence,
to baptize it afresh in the element of love.”
How unlike the character of man !'—his every
thought, his every desire, his every purpose, (in
his unrenewed condition) inspired ‘by the basest
selfishness. “The universality ot his plans,”
says John Harris # which left him without any
contemporaneous sympathy, must also be resolv-
ed into the same principle, the principle of be-
nevolence. He loved man as man; he came to
be the light and life of the world. ' His benevo-
lence could not endure the thought of a single
human being perishing ; his heart had room for
the whole race; and he could not be satisfied
with less than a nniversal offer of mercy.” “ The
purily of his character, though by no means the

each circuit in the District could have found it{

most attractive feature to a sinful race, is one of

the most remarksble. And here, be it observed
he sought not to preser ve his holiness unspotied |
by nvoiﬁg contact with the world ; he was not
indebted for kis purity to the privacy of a re-
cluse. [From the moment be biame<a public
¢haracter his Mdfﬁ the world ;*he domestica-
nqlnmdf' if 1 may say 40, and derired to Be
‘bq*‘l onle of the humsh!family ; he scught
to become {he heartol the"wdrldy and,“in the
prosecution of that object, he tordéd not aside
from a personal encounter with the tempter him-
self. From every thing which the world con-
tained of great and good, his nature selected
and drew to itse!f aliment and life, while it re-
jected all the pernicious ingredients with which
the purest elements on easth are defiled.  He
passed through a scene in which, at every step
he took, a thousand malignant influences were
waiting to dart on him. ¢ Yet he did no sin,
neither was guile found in bis mouth.” Yes, my
friends, 'Christ is a petfect mirror. Through
him we obtain no distorted view of the. Divine
glory ; no false reflection of ‘the Divine linea-
ments ; but we see Him in his transcendent per-
fection, and we see too in Him withont a “cloud
between, ¢ the Godtead reconciled.”

There is still a topic for meditation: The
Agency by whom this work of change and resto-
ration is effected—the Spirit of the Lord. The
context does not permit us to speak of the Spirit
of the Lord, as of the third Person in the Trin-
ity in his distinctive office, but rather reveals a
beautiful idea of the unity of the Godhead. The
apostle in the context after contrasting the life
giving power of the gospel with that of the law,
designates them severally as “ the ministration
of death,” and the “ ministration of  the Spirit,”
speaks of Christ as the Agent who is to take
away the vail from the Jewish heart, which in its
blindness cannot perceive Christ in the writings
of the great prophet of Horeb. He says * Now
the Lord is that Spirit.” We learn then, that
contemplating the character of Christ, and striv-
ing to imitate it, we are receiving into our souls
a power which is trafisforming and renewing our
depraved nature, and assimilating us to Himself
who was without spot.

In conclusion, are we my friends sensible of
our degradation ? Have we any intelligent con-
viction that we may be restored to our pristine
purity ? Are we deeply solicitous that this resto-
rition may takeplace ? Have we been looking
into this mirror and have we felt that our souls
have received a new impulse towards God, and
that our character is undergoing a salutary
change ? And have we locked into this mirror,
not once and again, but every day—nay, every
hour ? "It not, the renewal will be nigh imper-
ceptible, it we catch the inspiration atall. O,
let me urge you to contemplate God manitest in
the flesh, and you will never come within the
category of such as the gospel condemns, who
cleave to earthly things, and whose minds are
darkened ; but you will find that your touls as
you countemplate, will receive a new rapture, an
increasing light, a higher elevation, a true liber-
ty, a soaring towards heaven, a communion with
your Maker begun here, which is to be perfect-
ed in g'ory. There is only another thougkt, that
if sincere and candid about it, we'can look into
this mirror and behold the glory of the Lord
without confusion. Moses coming down from
the mount, the two tables of stone in his bands,
after communing with God, terrified the Israel-
ites, and he was obliged to put a va'l upon his
face. “ But we all with open face ”—unabashed
— beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord,
are changed into the same image from glory to
glory.” So superior is our dispensation ; so much
greater is our Lezder, Deliverer and Guide who
has turned away the anger of our offended God,
and revealed to us his lovely face.

The Prosperity and Increase of
Our Church.

but sisc envy and, contention, grudzes and re.

a:ntments, ‘evil-speaking and back-bitiig, e
opects of. that -Church are not eutgursging. |

1‘:- on® of the first things it must itk . ef,
ivigveires Jo.-age g revival. Indeed, a desire for
a revivalis wretched hypocrisy where these is
ionsg bul are awfully true. A badkbi

the Church 5ys an immensity of good; &l
et neithér ministeg nor Church harbour such »
:,non s single daf.

(3 indispensible that Christians bave an in-
tense Jove for souls, an irrepressible longing to
see sivners saved. A person”is mot a child of
God, is not a real Christidn, who does not ofjen
sk deeply fedl for thosb who are not in Chriet.
What kind of religion must that be, which will
alowu professor 1o see, every day in the year,
relations snd friends snd neighbours, aud thou-
sends besides, living urprepared to meet God,
and not fee! anxious about them, nor speak one
word  to.. ihem -of affestionate warning? But
where the Church longs and prays for the sal-
vaticn of sinners, the Lord will visit, in mercy.

A Church must keep its members, and not lose
them through thoughtlessness or megligence, if
it desires satisfactory progress. , This is an es-
sential condition of true progress. Let pastor
and members look after the weak and tempted
of the flock. Let them secure the ground they
bave gained, ifth:y would not have further gains
balanced by unnecessary losses.

The Pulpit, the preacher, must always bear
the chief responsibility, as it respects the pro-
gress of religion. It may be said, the Church
must share the responsibility ; and so it must.
It may be said, the low state of religion is the
fault of the people as well as the preacher ; and
this cannot be denied. There are some churcl:u
80 heart-less, they give so little sy mpathy or co-
operation to their pastor, that his poeition is
enough to bresk his heart. But still it remains
true that, though the Church may not be guilt-
less, the chief resporsibility is upon the preacher.
The pulpit must seek to correct the inconaisten-
cies of professors ; it ought to show: them their
duty to the cause of God ; its teaching: éxplaine
the sacraments, feeds the church, and ‘supplies
the subjects for prayer and fellowsbip, = The
pulpit is to give tome to every service of:the
church, to nourish the experience and shape the
character of its members. . The members must
work for God, but the pulpit mast summon them
to their work, direct them in it, educate them
for it. The appeals from the pulpit are to awak-
en sleepers, reclsim wanderers, reprove those
who bury their talent, and inspire with true ear-
nestness. Most of all, the pulpit is the chief
agency for the conversion of men. God etill
saves by the foolishness of preaching. The
church wiil not feel compassion for the unsaved,
and the unsaved wiil generally continue careless,
if the pulpit gives an uncertain sound, Heart-
searching and soul-saving ‘presching will send
sinners to the Cross, and it will make a work-
ing church. We are not going to try-a descrip-
tion of the right kind of presching. It is not
necessary. Every man bas his own’ gift, and
God designs that he employ his own gift. There
may be a hundred different manners of preach-
ig, and every one of them proper and right.
The great matter is to feel and aim right. If &
preacher’s heart be filled with-tove to Christ, and
sympathizes in Ch¥ist's compession for souis;
if he steadily aim at saving souls, in and out of
the Charch ; if he intensely desires and erdeav-
ors, in every sermon, directly and indirectly, to
persuade some sinners to be reconciled to Ged,
—if such be his spirit and endeavor, his minis-
try will not, cannot, be fruitless. It is not that
earnestness converts souls ; it only expresses the
t1uth in 8 manner suihble to its nature. Dull,
dry, formal, coldly intellectual. presching fails,
simply b the preacher’s manner contra-
dicts what he says.

But preaching slone will not suffice to incure

not broibesly love. These are strong expreas-|

progress. A pastor must do his best to have the
| Church secure all the eonditions of prosperity.
As ta visiting, it is not merely a round of visits
to each house in its turn that will be most use-
fui. He should visit first and most the sick, the
tempted, the wavering, the weak, the negligent
—2those whc most need his visits. These classes
of persons muat be.attended to, and a wise pas-
tor if he has too much upon his hands, will' en-
list some of the members in' this most useful
work. Tha faithful and impartial administra-
tion of discipline is greatly conducive to ' the
health and growth of the Church. The firm
only proper means of increage, and uuless it be |meintenance of all the mean s of grace in the
the honest aim to bring sinners te Christ for | Church, if a spirit of earnestness is infused into
prezent pardon and salvation. We will not act fthem, will in time cause a revival. The co-ope-
on a principle that we hold loosely, aud we will{ ration of the laity,.in theic private or official
not accomplish an object that we do not ‘seek. |spheres, is indispensable to:the spread of reli-,
Itis Bot mere incresse that is. desirable, it is | gion ; and that pastor will be mosg.successful
genuine increaee, and that will nct take place | who best posseases the happy art of discovering
unless that alone be sought. It is better for a|and enlisting all the vazious talents of the mem-
church to add ten trug converts to its pumbers|bership in the work of God. It is oyly a’work-
than tea thousand formalista,  1f we keep fast |ing church that grows, and most christians can
hold of this principle, we will bave progress;|find fields of usefulnees in the spheres in which
we will have genuine enlargement. they move ; but it is for the pastor to direct all,
That sinrers may be converted, it is aecessary | to encourage each to employ his gifts in meet-
that the teachinge of the pulpit shall no\ be con- | inga for prayer, fellowship, or exhortation, or
tradicted by the lives of profeasors. Nomatter |in the S8abbath School, and also in and cut of
how religion, or the necessity of religioa, may | geason when opportunity invites. How much
be presented in the pulpit, if the uncomserted | might the Sabbath School be made to advance
see no correspondence between what'they hear | religion. It is the great hope of the church,
and what they see, they will either think "pulpit | and should sim at the salvation of the young.
statements to be mere rhetorical exaggerations, [ If Sabbath Schools do not degenerate they will
or they will think there is no real religion in the | have a most blessed influence on'the next gene-
church. They will not allow themselves to Ve | ration. | Still, we repest, it remains for the pul-
converted by mere rbetoric ; nor will they joh | pit to arouse tbe Church to activity, furnish all
a church which has little or no religion. 'When, | with arguments 'and motives, and stimulate the

on the contrary, faithful preaching is illastrated| zeq] of all by its spirit and example.
:{ ::‘;:“mmx“' of true plety, unconvert- Let pastor and people faithfully do the work

. pelled to feel its convineing | ypigp ig pefore them, and there will be li

power. There is a wonderful converting efficacy tiNty, and stund . fre Wil Y lids, o
in & holy life. Such a life often produces s re- &t 7 % “ un‘runt mcrea:e. B'ut 'h“. abost
ligious awskening in & congregation or neigh- Certhinl b" Ulleta, 18 o e“.l dervices I
bourkood. Let the Church live near to God, and % . ythey dgit to be‘uud, if there is a
necesity for them, and a fair prospect of good

it will see increase.
results,  Our cirouits will prosper if the ordinary

If the world is to be iatisne
s on:a \ '.' ?I'ho :;::::‘Ji:‘;"::'"'::’:': means ind sgencies are faithfully employed ; but
nothes this is no reason wby other means may not in-

ore can love God who does not love his brother R it

—that is, he cannot be a Chyistian. Christ him- ) e pro % Weo swi'to do ged > in

s:1 bas told all men that brotberly love is the | ' o *%of seasom;* we are « by all means

tign by which they ars to-know his disciples to saye some. Qul t.loot preaching, additional
prayer meetiags in private houses, camp meet-

If professors do not love each vther Christ cer- |: : p;
tifies the world that they are none of His—that i pervoailoept up dally for & thi, ‘peaiet-
Ing or prayer meeting in new -places, and nu-

What are * the conditions and means of true
progress and genuine increase.”

There will be few genuine conversions unlees
the minisiers and .membders of the Church are
themselves converted and saved. We do not
mean, if they have not been converted, but if
they are not mow enjoying salvation from the
guilt and power of sin. If either minister or
members are in s formal, unspiritual state, they
are unfitted to become instrumental in the sal-
vation of others.

There will be few conversions unless it is the
recognized principle that conversion is the

they are not to be regarded as real Christians,

for the slaughter.”
such places of amusements ”

“ Be not conformed to this wor

It behoves churches to reflect upon this, They
must, or be cast out as hypocrites. They must,
or the world will get worse and worse. Whata
power has brotherly love! Ia the chureh it re-
vives every drooping plant, strengthens every
feeble soul ; it makes every megns of grace re-
freshing, and diffuses its fragrance all around ;
it nourishes piety lnd’ﬂ:ultiplieljoy‘; it produces
unity of effort and builds up the house of God ;
it imparts a genial warmth that encoursges the
growth of every grace.. It exerts an influence
beyond the Church. - ‘The world says, * Behold
bow these Christiang. love one another.” The
.v?rld is convinced and disarmed, and desires to
join 80 peaceful and happy s company. Men
tired of the rancorous contentions of the world,
seek refuge and solace where brotherly love
dwells. But what is the effect when they see
?rofeuon showing little brotherly love, or show-
Ing an unbrotherly spirit? It is to be fesred
that many churches have little of this most love-
ly grace. The spirit of worldliness has chilled
them, and formalism has destroyed mutual sym-

merous other ways of doing good, will often have
most blessed results. And yet our main de-
pendence is on the faithful working of cur ex-
cellent ard almost complete system of means
and agencies.

What an opporturity the quarterly visitation
of the classes present: to the minister, to give
faitnful counsels to themembership, to enquire
whether preyer and clask meetings are regular y
held and faithfully attenddd, to inquire into all
special cases and by timely visits, by himaseif or
another, to restore and presewye the lukewarm
or tempted | Let us all now, \t the beginning
of the year, lay our plans, and devote ourselves
to the work committed to us. The mesans of
health and increase are at hand, quite within
our reach. An earnest pulpit anl a devoted
church must prosper. If pastor or shurch are
lukewarm or inconasistent, it is absurd to expect
true religion to spread ; but if the Gospel pos-
sessea and fills their souls, and the Holy Ghost
works with them and by them, the Gospel will,
as it waq designed to do, go on conquering and

>

pathy. If there be not only little brotherly love,
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Here a circle of idle women wj .
boxes and brushes, talking or h:rﬂ‘;'
gether, like so many chirping birds, 'm_
ing monkeys. And then a club of grave In,
blow by the hou.r, clouds of smoke oqt of their
mouth, or‘wash it dm.vn their throaty vith .
peated draughts of intoxicating liquor, The
strong fumes bave already reashed their by,
and while some stagger home, others m‘.:
phantly keep the ficld of excess, Leaving then
at their manly sport let us follow those mugiey
sounds, mixed with ’noiucfn-ph"."“
will find others profusely P‘"Pi‘ill-llhi-hly
fatiguing, themselres in skipping up and down
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In tbe next rcom, indeed they are more quin,
but sre they more rationally employed. Wiy
do they so earnestly rattle those ivory cubey i
s0 earnestly study those loose spotted leava!
Is happiness graven upon the one, or stampd
upon the other ? Answer, ye gamesters, why
curse your stars as ye go home with an empy
purse and a hesrt full of rage. s \

« We hope there is no harm in taking sn in- |
nocent game of cards,” reply e party of supe
rannuated ladies, * gain is not our aim, we only
play to kill time.’ Youare not so well employ-
ed as the foolish heathen Emperor, who amased
bimself in killing troublesome flies, and weati-
some time together.

The delight of rational creatures, much mare
of Christians on the Lrink of the. grave, is b
redeem, improve, and solidly enjoy tte; b
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their fellow creature, and divert themselves
the misery of the most useful animay ; or to feas
their eyes upon unhappy birds, which .ﬂwh\::
paralleled cruelty of depraved humanity
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