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The Meeting of Friends.

Texe—* Araby's Daughter.”

Oh, dear to the soul is that moment of rapture,
When friends, the long-parted, again re-unite ;
When warm-gushing tears blend with heart-felt
caresses,
And words are too poor to express the delight.
Forygotten that hour of sorrowful parting,
Or only remembered to heighten the joy,
Though earth may have seasons of bitterest
anguish,
This surely is bliss without any alloy.

Wiih eyes fondly beaming, each speaks of the
yearning,
That has burned unextinguished for many a
vear,
To see the dear face, that with smiles now is
. lighted,
And tell, to that cherished companion, each
care,
Each joy and each sorrow, that marked that
long absence,
When far, far away, from the friend of our
heart,
And the fondly-breathed vow that, if once more
united,
No power but death from each other should
part.

But Death, ah, the monarch, in secret exulteth,
To hear hapless mortals acknowledge his
sway,
His power hearts closely united to ®ver,
And vain i3 their frenzied appeal for delay;
His presence can chill the warm fount of
affection,
And hands, that in friendship we clasped,
become old,
While voices, that greeted our presence with
rapture,
Now silent, forget that glad welcome of old.

But a meeting there is, where his presence can
never
Disturb, for a moment, the loving and true,
In the « Land of the Blest,” with what hallowed
emotion
Earthly friendship each spirit again shall
renew.
Escaped from a world full of sorrow and trial,
Our loving comnpanions, with eagerness, wait
To hail us God’s victors, the chosen and ran-
somed,
And the glories unfold of that heavenly state. |

Then raised be the heart now despondent and |
drooping,
Complain not of dangers and toils of the
way,
But with courage and faith, and love that
endureth,
Those trusty companions no longer delay.

her up, and once more left her in her solitary |

cell to come back to life. There in her | proper demeanour during the worship of |

aching misery she had time to think of what
she had done, and why. She had been faith-
less to the cause she loved; and though it
was sweet 1o lie on that cold stone floor, and
feel that the wheel was no longer dragging
her limbs and her life away, yet she was
sorry, even then, that she had purchased her
deliverance from torture, by a confession of |
what her soul abjured. Stand up to that,
Maria, when they bring thee before the
monster llgﬂlll.

That day of trial was at hand. She was
longerin recovering from this second torture,
but she was hurried into the presence of the
Judges there to sign the extorted confession. !
Calmly but decidedly she told them of her !
weakness under suffering, how she had hoped
to bear all and die rather than deny the |
faith shg®oved, but the anguish was awful,
and she, a poor, weak girl, had been tempted
lo confess. But now she would retract all
she had said in the moments of her misery. |
She abjured the Church of Rome, and defied
its power. *“Twice,” she added, “I have
given way to the frailty of the flesh, and !
perhaps, while Tam on the rack, 1 shall
deny W%hat was extorted from me by pain.” |

And then the wretches racked the brave |
girl again. She was strong now. Her|
strength was made perfect in suffering. The
more severe the agony, the braver was her
heart, and woman-like she rose above the !
present, and was a heroine in her martyr-
dom. Her constancy triumphed. The|

'judges ordered the punishment to be stayed.

They would not give her the luxury of |
dying in her victory, They ordered her to|
be scourged through the streets of Lisbon |
and banished ! g

Let us not judge too barshly of those whof
deny the faith. We know not the strength |
of their temptation, nor the weakness of
their powers of resistance. We might fall
with tess. They may be recovered, and
gathering strength from suffering, may yet
be mighty in faith, and victorious too.—JN,
Y. Observer.

Family Worship. ;

Family worship may be considered the |
palladium of religion of the family, as a few ‘
reflections will render evident. ‘
The parents, after family worship in the |
morning, can enter upon the duties of the |
day, and especially, the difficult task of |
training their children, with good hope of a |
successful result, which they could have no
reasonable ground‘to expect if they neglect- |
ed to acknowledge God in the family, and |
solemnly to commit themselves, and all that |
pertains to them, to the Divine guidance.
Children must feel a restraining and |

To haste on the journey that, sconer or later, | beneficigl influgace from this solemn act, ”4
|

Shall bring thee, in safety and peace, to
abide
In the rest of the weary, the home of the
wanderer,
Where Death has no power true hearts to
divide. M E. H.

e

The Maiden and the Rack.

At Lisbon, in the early days of the Inqui-
sition, a young lady, Maria de Coceicao, was
seized and brought before the judges of that
blood-thirsty court.

| knowledge that they are the children of

(safe guard to them throngh life.

well as from the earnest prayers then offer-
ed up on their behalf. The petitions that |
théy may be preserved (rom temptation, will |

be apt to recur to their minds when the |
temptation presents itself, and the very

prayiug parents will be, to some extent, a

If a family are to be trained in a godly |
manner, which, doubtless, all admit, the
calling them together morning and evening |
to worship God, is, perhaps, the most power- |
ful single element in that traiming. In fact, |
all other godly training will appear, to some |

{and rillow can be called a bec. On the pil-| erring brother ?” “No; 1 have
| Day in the Week, Thomas Kempis’' Imita-

'blessed Saviour alone, I have forgotten the

The North British Review thinks the following, from a
well-known American poet, is entitled to rank with
Gray's Elegy in a Country Charch-Yard

The Closing Scene.

BY T. BUCHANAN READ.

Within the sober realm of leafless trees,
The russet year inhaled the dreamy air;
Like some tanned reaper in his hour of esse
When all the fields are lying brown and bare.

and attentive, and any departures from a | Our Pmm in Life.
‘ ily | What a blessed order of nature
sty W] e waly | it is, that the footsteps of Time are

corrected, until perfect decorum is attained. | . : I
7 'inaudible and noiseless, and that
PSR W o the seasons of life, like those of
the year, are so indistinguishably
brought on in gentle progression,
|and so blended the one with the
other, that the human being scarce-
ly knows, except from a fant and
not unpleasant sensatios, that he is
growing old. The boy looks on the
youth, the youth on the man, the
man in his prime on his grey-head-

?d site, each e *“.3 other as All sights were mellowed and all sounds subdued,
In n separate existence—in 8 S€PA- v, ping seemed farther, and the streams sang
rate world ; it seems sometimes as |\ = £
if they  had mo sympathies, mo Asin a dream, the distant woodman hewed

(ho‘ughul in common ; that each. His winter log with mauy a muffled blow.
smiled and wept on account of ‘

things for which the other cared
not, and that such smiles and tears
Scenes of diversified interest occur’in our | were all foolish, idle, and most vain.
daily labours. This morning I took the ! But as the hours, days, weeks,
two deacons, and baving threaded the crook- | months, years, go by, how changes
ed lanes of the town, climbed up the steep | the one into the other, till, without
side of Hermon towards the south-east, when, any violence, lo! as if close toge-
entering the vineyards, I came to a solitary | ther, at last, the cradle and the |
lodge in the gardens. Four'posts, planted in | grave. In this, how nature and
the ground, supported a floor made of poles | man agree, pacing un and on, to
and platted cane, a few feet above the surface. | the completion of a year, of a life. |

Above this is the lodge, about six feet square,
“I have thought of it

and as many high, constructed by twisting |
So said a young lady who had

and weaving green withs, leaves and all, in- |
y d y, tight snug, 3 : . - : ;

Quite impenetrable 1y the-raye af the sun.—. been reminded by & pious mother Sient il e replyiog warder bl
‘This is the home of the owner of these gar- | 0(. a noglec.ted daty. :-\h, b‘." His alien horn, and then was heard no more.
dens for about eight months of the year.| thinking of it d°':," "°',,d° it,” said | Wh . e §iss
We have long known himn as a quiet, se-| her mother. * True,” answered ere, erst, the jay within the elm’s tall crest
rious Protestant, and for some time past as | !he daughter, “I have found that! Made garrulous trouble round her unfledged
an humble applicant for admission to the |'t does not ;” and gs soon as an \nd hyoung; . <
ehiirch : opportunity occurred the neglected | And where the oriole hung her swaying nest,

After a joyful welcome from our friend, I | duty was performed. | By every light wind like a censer swung;

era joylal » 11« have thought of it.” Ah,|

crept into this little lodge through a small |, many stop there in their pur-  Where sang the noisy masons of the eaves,
aperture, followed by the two deacons.— poses of doing . A church-' The busy swalows circling ever near,

here was just room enough for us four. I| er go astray. | Forboding, as the rustic mind believes,

b ! : ., | member sees a
sat down upon his hard bed, if a single quilt | . Have you conversed with that| An early harvest and a plenteous year ;

———— e

A Scene on Mount Hermon.

Well might Mr. Thompson (missionary of |
the American Board) say, in reference to
the interview described below, which he was |
i)ermined to enjoy on his recent visit to
lasbeiya, “I came from it with a heart won-
dering at its own deep resources.” Such |
scenes throw open to the charmed spirit its |
inmost chambers, stored and adorned with |
pearls, and gems, and treasures infinite, of
whose posscssion it was never before con-
scious ; a glimpse of wealth unknown, to be
developed through a long cternity of blessed
fruition. ‘

The gray barns, looking from the hazy hills
O'er the dim waters, widening in the vales,
Sent down the air a greeting to the mills,
On the dull thunder of alternate flails.

The embattled forests erewhile armed in gold,
Their banners bright with every martal bhue,

Now stood like some sad beaten host of old,
Withdrawn afar iu times remotest blue.

| On slumbrous wings the vulture tried his flight ;
The dove scarce heard his sighing mate’s com-
plaint;
And like a star, slow drowning in the light,
The village church-vane seemed to pale aud
faint.

| The sentirel-cock upon the hiil-side crew—

low lay the Arabic Bible, Prayers for Every

| thought of it.” Where every bird which charmed the vernal feast
y ! . “ Do you know the state of mind | Shook the sweet slumber from its wings at
tion of Christ, and Docter Smith’s work on | ;¢ oy y)oung neislbdor who s 50 v
the Offices and Work of the Holy Spirit, all | . ctant at the yer-meeting ?| To warn the reapers of the rosy east;
well worn by constant use. It is impossible | H, ve You had any serious conver-|  All now was songless, empty and forlorn.
to detail (nmutely our long and interesting | oo.i00 with him 2" % No, I have
conversation, as it spread over the whole thought of it,” is the chilling reply. Alone, from om the stubble, piped the quail,
system of redemption. 1t was mefé than| N0 goubt that erring brother has ' Aud croaked the crow, through all the dreamy
satisfactory ; it was delightful and refreshing. thought of reforming, #nd that im- gloom ;
Some of our friend's remarks were amus- | penitent_neighbour has thought of | Alone the pheasant, drumming in the vale,
ing by their earnestness. One of the dea-| repenting ; but of what avail will| Made echo to the distant cottage loom.
cons inquired what he now thought about it be, if their actions do not corres-
the saints whom he formerly worshipped.— | pond. ‘ | There was no bud, no bloom upon the bowers ;
“0,” said he, “since I have learned to | The spiders wuve their thin shrouds night by

ang my soul with all its hopes on the Moral w night ;

!

s -3 | The thistle down, the only ghost of flowers,
very nae of the saints.” * Weli; but you | No system of :m { " Sailed slowly by—passed noisele.s out of sight.
do nothate them ?” '« By no means ; I love | tion can be 3 iy .

all true saints, whenever and wherever they unless it compreheqd in its wide | Amid all this, the centre of the scene,

have lived, in ages past, or do now serve scorthe dueregulation of the moral The white-haired matron with monotonous

the Lord on the earth; but in the matter of | feelings. And never does intellect | tread,

salvation they have nothing to do with me, | become so clear in its perceptions, | Plied the swift wheel, and, with her joyless mien,

or | with them.” 80 penetrafing In 1ts research, l.“d | Sat, like a Fate, and watched the flying thread.
Atthe close of our visit we knelt in| 0 Widein its range, as when allied

prayer. | y .

boughs and silvery leaves of the large olive | COTTuption of the heart reaches up  Oftsupped.and broke with her the ashen crust;

tree over shadowing the lodge, seemed to to the intellect, mars its symmetry, | And, in the dead leaves, still she heard the stir

whisper peace through this ancient and | clouds its horizon, and distracts its | Of is black mantle trailing in the dust.

world-accepted emblem of peace. Fit place ! action.  Purity and truth — the | ) ) )

for prayer! Above us, in solemn majesty, | heart and the intellect—have been While yet her cheek was bright with summer

Crew thrice, and all was stiller than before— |

own necessities. Ilis power rolls it through
the heavens, his will keeps every subordinate
foree in action, his L'og(‘n ss dispenses rain
and sunshine, and his compassionating love
keeps the fountain of mercy at the foot of
the cross as full and accessible as ever.
He is the same Being,as when he caused |
i “ the morning stars to sing together and all
the sons of God to shout for joy™ over the
new manifestation of himeelf given in the
world’s creation and arrangement. That
interest was displuyed and that power exert-
ed in the tollowing knowledge of what the
world was to be through its whole future
"eareer. Ilis eve saw our era which did its
| part in calling forth that interes. and force.
| And it he he the same, he must be interest-
| ed now .. what then stirred his heart and
| m-.ed his hand. For this period he fel
and acted then, and the reality can hardly
interest bhim less than the idea.

How toujudge o}The Industry of
' Ministers.

A farmer is apt to suppose, if he does not

{ 8ee his minister at work in the field every
' day, he must be idle or lazy. A mechanic
| wants to see himin the shop The merchant
{in the store. The professional man thinks |
| he might be attending to some profession. So
!many persons judge of his industry by the |
, amount of labour he performs in the field, the |
store, the shop, or in pursuing some profes-
sion. Bat none of these are his appropriate
work. Judge him on the Sabbath. It he
comes with his mind well stored with Divine
truth, and is prepared to present to the people |

{ well arranged, well digested sermons from |
!Suhlm(h to Sabbath—sermons that are cal-
culated to interest and edify the church and
| the congregation ; don't charge that man with
' being idle or lazy, he is at Ais work when
you are asleep.—Journal and Messenger.

e ———
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|

'The Sentiments Proclaimed by
Anti-Pedo-Baptist Contro-

versialists, ‘

| The opponents who entered the field

lagainst the former part of this series of|

| articles, having been silent for some time, 1!

|am thereby left at leisure to advance to the |
| prosecution of the work in hand. Butere [|
| proceed, let me remind my respected readers |
i that there has been no 1eply worthy the |
| name to any argument or charge heretofore |
|advanced against the Polemics rebuked. |
{ There was indeed a contradiction of two |
things, but in each instance by parties in- |
competent to den{ the charges—the one
| case was the denial of the implied charge of

I' proselytism, by one who has been scarce a

ed God's people, Congregation, or Church;
as much as believers. now; and noue were
disowned but those who were either not cir-
cumcised, or whose circumcision had, by
transgression persisted in, become u -
cision, Gen. xvii, 14, and Rom. ii, :
circumcision verily profiteth if 1l
law, but if thou be a breaker of the )
circumcision 18 become wncvrcumicis
is, therefore, a great misiake to think that
the Church of Christ had no existence before
the duy of Pentecost, or that the Charch had
ceased to exist either in form or reality prior
to that day. The following passaces will
prove what [ assert: * This is He that was
with the Church in the wilderness, with the
angel which spake to him in Mount Sinai ;”
Acts vii, 38—+ We are the poople of His
pasture, and the Steep of His hand. —Ps,,
xvii, 7. “Sarely they are my people, child-
ren that will not lie: so lle was tieir Savi-
our.”—Isa. Ixiii, 8. “ He¢ cawe unto His
own, and His own received 11im not."—Jno.
i, 2. * For if the first fruit be holy, the
lump is also holy, and if the oot be ‘..n;". 50
are the branches. And, if some of the
branches be broken off, and thou being a wild
olive tree, wert grajied in among them, and
with them, partakest of the root and lainess of
the Olive tree, boast not against the branch-
es."—Rom. xi, 16, 17. * At that time ve
were without Christ, beiag aliens from the
Commonrweaith of Israel, und strangers (rom
the Covenants of promise, having no hope,
and without God in the world. But now in
Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were afar
off ‘are made nigh by the blood of Chuist,
For He is our peace who hath made both one,
and hath broken dowy the middle wall of
partition detween us, having ubolished in Hia
flesh the enmity, even the Law 3f Command-
ments contained in ordinances, for to make in
himself of twain, ene new man, o muking
peace, Now therefore, ye are no more strun-
gers and foreigners, but fellow citizens ot the
Saints and of the household of God, and are
built upon the foundation of the Apostles and
Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief
corner stone.”—Eph. ii. 12,

The church of God, then, existed under

' every dispensation, and in its extended sense

embraced all the professed Lelicvers in the
promised Messiah, and up to our Lord's time
at all even:s, it tnciuded their children who
had received God's appointed seal,— circum-
cigion. Further, up to our Lord's advent, it
bad been a divinely appointed custom to re-
ceive those who, from among the heathen,
renounced their idolatrous and sinful practi-
ces, to the rite of circumcision, and to all
church priviloges; and also to confer on their
children the same rite, and all privileges of
which they were capable of partaking.

All this, of course, our Lord knew, because
He had so appointed : if such, then, was the

|
A delicious breese among the with a pure and holy heart. The | She had known sorrow. He had walked with ber, |

| year in the Provinces, and therefore utterly | cave, and none ﬂndez‘,ilmy
{ unacquainted with the proselyting manouvres | intending that o ould
| resorted to in various parts of New Brunswick | #o longer receive the sign and seal that their
iand ‘.\'ovn Scoiia. The chnrge |hergfure!pafﬂfl had recerved, have yl‘(‘tll some in-
| stands good, and is here reasseried, with this | imation of His will, to guard His people
{additional obscrvation, that instances and [from mistake? More than this, did not
names can be abundantly furnished. {our all wise Redeemer foresce that vast
| In the other instance of contradiction, let  wultitudes of His people would fall into the
it be borne in mind that the only parties | custom of Infant Baptism in every age ; if
| capable of contradicting, so as to make proof | 80, and 'hlf practice is contrary to his will,
{on my part necessary, are ominously silent. how can it be accounted for, that He has
With these monitory observations, let us ' /ft no warning on the subject, nor given the
| proceed to take up, in the first place— least intimation of His displeasure at the
I. Sentiments or opinions on Infant Bap- | practice ?

towers the hoary head of Hermon. Beneath | united by God, and man may not bloom,

| tism.—They reject it with abhorrence. They

Lastly, did not the Holy Spirit that ine

Muria was charged with being faithless to | exteut, incondistent without it. | us, in yonder lovely vale, the tall poplar and | Put them asunder. The highest, Her country summoned, and she gave her all,

thy of be
nd 80
12 mol]
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the Church of Rome. Gilted with an in-
quiring mind, and availing herself of means
to acquire a knowledge of the foundations on
which true religion is based, she was not
long in learning that the Roman Catholic
religion is a cheat and a lie, and ber pure
mind rejected it with disgust.  But she was
a timid girl. Gentle as she was pure, and
nursed in the arms of luxury, she was not
fitted for the conflict of fiith and patience
through which she was called to pass. When
brought into the presence ot the cruel judges,
she trembled from head to foot, the cold
sweut stood on her pale brow, and she was
ready to sink to the earth with fear. She
had heard of this terrible [nquisition.” In her
hours of secret study and prayer,the thought
of it had often come, and she had asked God
to give her strength if the day of trial which
bad come to many, should at last reach her.—
And now it had come, and she alone and un-
defended, (alas! who could defend against
sach accusers) was standing face to face
before the monsters of the rack and faggot
and sword.

Again she prayed, and strength was given
her. She made a good confession before the
Lloody witne.ses, and refusing to yield to
their argnments, cr their threats, she was
stretched upon the rack. Her tender limbs
were extended by the slow revolving wheel,

" and though the spirit was willing to .bear

even more, the flesh was weak, and the poor
girl yielded in the hour of her agony, to con-
tess the faith she abhorred.

Released from her torture, more dead than
alive, she was taken to her cell and suffered
there to lie, till she recovered the use of her
limbs, when she was again brought before
the tribunal to sign the confession she had
made in the hour of her extremity. Byt
while her torn limbs had been recovering
strength, ber heart had rejoiced again in the
faith that forsook her; and now she stoutly
refused to deny the truth. - She wonld die a
thousand deaths, before she would be false
to Christ.

Brave girl now! And yet how little we
know of our own weakness. KEvery one has
said to himself, if I were to be called a mar-
tyr, I would show them how to die! Maria
was now firm in her refusal to confess, and
again the gentle maiden was stretched on the
cruel wheel : again the cords were fastened
to her fect and hands, and her joints started
from their sockets by the slow remorseless
roll of that engine of despair. God help
thee now, Maria; the men that have thee
bave no hearts, and thou must perish or
confess. She bore it longer than before.
lnstead of being weakened, she seemed to
!me gained strength by the former suffer-
g, and now was resolved to be faithful
unto death, and wear the crown of lile.—
But who knews his own strength? The
azony was inexpressible. When she had
thought it had reached its climax, it was
only just begun. New seats of pain were
eached, in the wretchedness of her woe. she
an once more to ery for mercy. But she

cr
;’fyf‘" what those wretches never had.—

A regular observance of family worship |
is an excellent means of correcting errors in
the walk and conversation of the parents
themselves. They no-where feel their own |
inconsistency more keenly than when con-
ducting worship before their children and
servants.  So much must this be the case, |
that to have any comfort in this exercise, '
the easily begettiug sin must be given up,
or at all events, contended against to the
uttermost.

The spiritual effect, if the exercise be
properly conducted, must be dgreat. The
continual recurrence of this means of grace, |
will make am impression on the remains of
the stony heart in the converted, as the
continual dropping of water wears away a
stone in the natural world.

The knowledge of Scripture, and the ac-
quaintance with psalms and hymns, which |
are acquired from the frequency of family
worship, are extremely valuable to every
member of the family. Children reared
under this influence, mnst, generally speak-
ing, have a far better foundation on” which
to build enlightened piety, as well as be more
disposed to yield to religious influences
afterward.

If, then, family worship be so important,
jow necessary it is that every christian
family should maintain it. Indeed, can|
there, properly speaking, be a christian |
family without it # If any of our readers|
have not reflected on these censiderations,
will they now determine, in the strength of |
God, to commence faynily worship at once ?
Let not another day pass without the per-;
formance of this unquestionable duty—the
enjoyment of this very great privilege. '

‘Some object that they are not competent; |
but, surely, any one, however little gifted,
can read a chapter of the Bible, and offer up |
the Lord's nrayer in an audible voice ; and |
this, though there were nothing more, is
infinitely preferable to omitting the exercise
altogether.  Besides, that which appears
difficult at first, will soon become compara-
tively easy, and the various wants and
circumstances of the family will be more
specifically remembered at the Throne of
Grace.

Bat, probably, we address many who,
though they observe family’ worship,” do it
merely in a formal and perfunctory manner;
who aré what may be called careless, absent
minded and slovenly, in the duties of read- |
ing the Seriptares and prayer. To such we
would point out the danger they incur of
leaving the impression on their children’s
mind, that there is no earnestness or reality !
in religion. To avoid this fearful evil we

|
{

]
|

!

{ this humble lodge with eyes blinded with |

| see nothing there but Christ.”

{ purpleand fine linnen. He rode in his cha- |

state of intellectual greatness is | And twice, war bowed to her his sable plume—

lovely oleander unite to guard and ahelter. nabl iy itk
the infant Jordan ; and many a generous | attainable only in connection wit Regave the swords, to rest upon the wall.

fountain sends forth its crystal contributions | the highest state of moral excel-

¢ ¢ R |
to the sacred river in which the Son of God t lence. The mind is not disciplined Regave the swords; but not the hand tha' drew,

was baptized. All around us the vine with | as it Sh"“l‘l‘be- unless it be discip- And struck for liberty the dying blow ;
its branches hangs over the terrace walls, | lined t> purity, as well as to truth. .\'or‘ bim who, to his sire and country true,
emblem of the Sayiourand his people ; while | —Clark's Mental Discipline. Fell 'mid the ranks of the invading foe.
the crushed clasters pour forth fragrant me- | - | '
morials of that precious blood which was our | Always speak with the utmost Long, but not loud, the droning wheel weat on,
theme as we knelt in prayer. | politeness and deference to your  Like the low murmurs ofa hive at noon :
It was good to be on the mountain side, | pateacs ANS Criends. Some chil. Losy; bok ot i the memory:of the goae
in that I;dge, beneath the olive, amon, ’| dren are polite and civil every- Breathed through her lips, a sad and tremu-

b | . : ich that old g” where but at home ; but there, are | lous tune.
those clustering vines, wi at old man of | . o0 o nd rude enough. Nothing |

humble mien and tearful eye, the voice of | . ) : ' _
prayer ascending from full hearts to the pure [sits so gracefully upon children, At last the thread was snapped, her head was

canopy of heaven above our heads. Yes !nnc:‘ nglhinlg makes !hfl”:j squol\'e;y. | bowed ;
¢ > * | as habitual respect and dutiful de- Life droj the distaff thromgh his hands
it was good to be there. I crept forth from | portment tO\\'m"::lheir parents and | Ecmplfr? g
superiors. It makes the plainest’ And loving neighbours smoothed her careful
tenrs; | face beautiful and gives to every shroud, )
_ In the afternoon, as the old man wascom- | common action a nameless but|  While death and win te closed the atumn
ing to our preparatory lecture, I met him | peculiar charm. Seme:
onE(he stairs. Seilzi_ng my 'i:_md, he midl.: ‘ — % _
* Ever since you left me this morning, 1| Sympathy is one of the most re- .
have been looking up into heaven; alﬁi I ﬁned" pﬁ:,ute, of our nature — we | PreaChmg.
! Gazing | call it pleasure, although it is akin The strong current of the age sets in fa-
earnestly up into the clear blue sky, with a ' to pain; for its disinterestedness, vour of a popular religion, a religion with as
voice which almost frightened me, he re- | ennobling character, and beneficial | much of the world in it, and as little of spirit-
ated several times, “Isee nothing in|effects, cannot but render it, with | uality and self-denlal in if as there can be and
heaven but Christ; [ see nothing in heaven | ]| jts surties, a source of gratifi- have in it any religion at all. This affects
but Christ!” | cation. the ministry. They are tempted to blunt the
| arrows of truth—to keep back from view
T ) 7™ If the sun were a globe of ‘h]"«"e distinguishing doctrines of the Bible
uman ife. gold, and each star a diamond, the W iich are repulsive to the ecarnal mind.—
B Life | moon a ball of silver, and the earth | They are tempted to * prophesy smooth
Were we on a journey through a strange | a pearl of great value, one sowl would lhmg!, and to have their pulp{l eﬁ'or}s en-
country, and stopping here and there, only be worth more than them all; and ‘ tertain rather than alarm ‘thefr audiences;
for a night, we should deem our accommo- | yet the sinner values his soul less | tempted rather to have their discourses ad-
dations of small importance ; we should not | than he does a few rustly silver dol- mired, ‘(han to have men, forced by the pres-
think of fitting up in a costly manner, a|lars, or the transitory pleasures of sure of GOd'i truth contained in lh:«m, cry
house in which we should remain but a few | sin for a season. jout, * What must 1 do 1o be saved ?”’
hours. Human life is a journey through a | _ The celebrated Dr. John M. Mason of
strange land. Our home is, far away.— | §F To those who hare no hope I\ﬁy York‘ once heard the distinguished
Each object we behold is a monitor, pointing | beyond this life, what is it but one Pmlarmn divine, Dr. Channing. On reach-
us downward to the grave in which our long care for its physical wants— | I"g home he was asked what hellhought of
ashes will soon repose. Is it not vain, then, | one long struggle with its moral the sermon. ol | admired,” said he, “its
for us to give our whole attention to wealth | evils? Pleasures and paing alike | style, it was truly beautiful ; and 1 admired
and fame? We cannot carry them with us | destroy its energies, and there is | the preacher’s delivery, for it was graceful
into the grave. The rich and poor are alike | probably a period in every one’s | apd effective ; but the sermon to be a ‘L‘l)ru—
in the coffin, and all the fame of carth will | existence when the soul as earnestly | {fan sermon needed to be baptized in the
make no difference in the world to which | desires the repose of the grave, as name of the Lfmi Jesus Christe” )
we are hastening. 1 have read of a man | ihe body does the rest and quiet of [‘hevpl‘.'eachmg of the cross of Christ, that
who was rich on earth. He fared sumptu- | the night. is Christian preaching, and no other deserves
ously every day. He was clothed with | A the name. And well would it be, if every
€& Of all the weaknesses which | minister at his ordinatien, would * dgler;
riot. He reveled in wealth and splendor.— | little men rail against, there is none | Mine” with Paul, *to koow nothing,
But death, the common enemy, visited his | that they are more apt to ridicule | among the flock over whom he was mat'le
splendid abode, and burried him away. He | than the tendency to believe; and 0""?{"»" but Jesus Christ, and kim
took no gold, no silver, with hira. His cha- | of all the signs of a corrupt heart | eruct fied.
riot he left behind. His magnificence, | and a feeble head, the tendency of |
Divine Protec:tion.

would suggest the propriety of '”di“_“"“ He had no home. On the waves of the | to deny.

previously, on what sb(.puld.be the subjects angry sea his soul was tempest driven. He |

of prayer, and a determination to fix the p,4 no pillow bat the wave of fire, and in| [ The pursuit in which we
mind in an earnest engagedness, upon the | coin he prayed for a cup of water to cool | cannot ask God's protection must
subject of the chapter read, and the import  y;q parched tongue. be criminal ; the pleasure for which
of the petitions presented. Solemnity and = ' o' ro0g of another man, who sat at | we dare not thank him, cannot be
unction are absolutely necessary, in order that same rich man’s gate, full of sores, and | innocent.

to render this exercise what it sh0\§|d be, covered with wounds. He was poor, very | S—
and no parent should be satisfied till the P”" Bt in time, he died. Angels caught| The true reason why the world
are attained through secret prayer and dili- 'bis spirit, and carried it up toa world of | is not reformed is, because every |

mp, and distinction, were all of the earth. | incredulity is the worst. Real phi-
r:tba!other world, he was miserably poor.  losophy seeks rather to solve than Thers & no i vessori for supposing‘
that God takes any less interest in the af- |

| fairs of this world now than Ye has done at

any previous period in its history. Though
the proofs of that interest may not appear in
the ancient forms, the absence of direct and
miraculous interpositions may be explained

cessation or diminution of regard.
It is God's world still—ihe product of his |
creative energy. and the theatre of hie wise

attack those who practise it, indi~criminately. | spired the writers of the Acts, and Epistles
They abuse, and ridicule the ordinance, and | also forsee how far this practice would pre-
| those who teach and practice it. | vail, even among sincere Souls, and, as our
They reject it with abhorrence. That they‘npponenu admit, among true Children of
{ do this needs no proof, as they glory in it.| God? If so how ean, it- be accounted for
We therefore observe that they have a right | that He not only gave no warning, but, ac-
| to do so, if they think they have sufficient | tually gave such descriptions as have lead
{ grounds, only they are of course accountable | thousands, and tens of thousands, of devout
[to the living God. It has nevertheless ap- | readers of those writings, to conclude that it
{ peared to me an adventurous step to discard | is His will that they ahould consecrate their
{ what God himself has instituted, viz., the | Children thus to God? And if Baptism of
| public acknowledgement, by a rite ordained,  Infants be so greata * Sin,” “ The greatest
| of the interest of the children of believers in error of Popery,” The great hindrance of
| his gracious Covenant promises ; and more-  the spread of pure religion,” and the “ great
{over what the universal Church has practis- ' door by which the world is let into the
ed from time immemorial, without a plain | Church ;” then is it such a thing as is not
warrant from Scripture. All men are liable  kncwn in the Bible, that there should Y no
|to mistake, and so universal is the belief, 'specific warning?
| that the fact has become sxcref."lyP“d Into al"  Tlhere was no instance of agoravated Sin
proverb—* to err is human. Admitting by which the Children of lsrael generally
this obvious trath, it becomes a momentous departed from God, aguinst which ”,e;
| inquiry, “what, if after all, Infant Baptism | yere not warned; while they were also
is a Divine institution " It is assuming | plessed, and to bel blessed, with inspired
| tremendous responsibility to reject it ; for it pen of God, to warn when they should be

| may have God's approval, and il so, what temnpted to depart from tlim; but, when the
must be His displeasure toward those who'e,iimony of God was completed, so that

rashly * put their hand to the Ark,” to take ' none was to add thereto or diminich there-
therefrom what God has placed therein. from, and when the Church was no longer
Surely it is possible that Infant Baptism is ylessed with inspired men to warn lo:r;
a Divine institution. and even more, there yhen she must ioock to the word of God
is a probability of it. To me there is moral gjone for infallibic instruction. and * try the
certainty. We will examine the grounds on Spirits,” and teachers by that word; we
| which ‘h(‘y proceed to cast .j‘ away. | | find no warning from (Iod'u_«/mmt this Giant
| Itis asserted, that there is * no scripture heresy, Infant Baptism. Against other
| for it,” or to express the reason in the more | Sins, aceording to our opponents, of the
! familiar language of the day, “there is no’ Mother of Harlots we ure warned
thus saith the Lord for it.” But whatis against this we have none. St. Paul says
meant by such statements, “there is no 1o Timothy. 1st. Tim.iv.ch. 1, 3. “ Now
scripture,” &c.? Merely this, 1 imagine "¢, Spirit  Speaketh expressly, that in the
from their writings, that there is no passage |ui1er times, some shail depart from the
| which .in so many words, commands the | faith, giving heed to seducing Spirits, and
Baptism of infants, or Wh(’l"c it is stated that ‘dcetrines of Devils, speaking lies in |iypo-
| infants were baptized. There surely ought crisy ; baving their conscience seared as
| to be something stronger than this to sanc- with a hot iron ; forbidding to many, ard
| tion the rejection of infants from the rite,— commanding to abstain frarn Mekts® &e.
even a plain, or at 1§4$l a (I_fﬂfly implied, gand again in the Second Epistle iii. l‘. &.r:.
prohibition. For in the institution of circum- | he describes the prevalent Sins of the last
cision, first believers were to receive it, then days, but in neitber place is there the lewt
their children at eight days ‘?ld-_G9093i5:inlimnlion of that heinous Sin—Infant
xvii. 9-14, 23-21.: compare with Rom. "’-’Buplism. Either the inspired Apostles
11-16, and this rite so instituted was prac- were unfaithful, or cur opponents are sin-
vt,.e(.i dpw_n to the more full de\'e_!npment of ning against their Bretiren.

Christianity. 1 say « the more full develop- | Look reader at the foliowing signifizant
ment of Christianity,” because | am not of facts. Some of the Ministers of the Bap-
i\t'liot:el::lznbl‘;lr‘:;;D(r:l(mnncdhrif:t;am-'y began iy persuasion attack the praciice of lutunt
1 g e ..prowmem‘ of Bnpliim. and pursue those¢ who praciree it
{ the Church on the day of Pentecost, being with incessant argument, and ridicule, and
{fully convinced that “to allow this, is to controvert it more than any admitted error
aliow that true faith in Christ had no exist- | of the day, while that spirit who foresaw
| ence prior to that period. The Old Testa- 1.0 gll-but-universal prevalence of the prace
ment believers were true believers in the i.e in no one instance gives the slightest
Messiah or Christ, and this constituted them intimation of such an error originating or
as much true christians as those of the New prevailing. In view of these things may
Testament,—and their religion so far as it yo not demand of those who require us to
was of the heart, was as much the fruit of | sive up such an institution, a * thus caith the
faith as that of the best christians now. and ' [ oo4v their requirements /!  U'ntil they do
as much entitled 10 be termed chnstamiy. | s we shall require them to cea<e from

, but

| Their light was not so clear, but equally | \heir more quiet Christiun neighibours on

i ¢ N8 may I | true with ours, emanating from the same ,pi; guhiecr —{f they think they shouid not
| without assuming thut it indicates either a |

source. * That was the true light which o o0 0o iheir offspring to the Triune Je-
lighteth erery man that cometh into the 2ough they can refran, but they must suffer
world.” John i. 9. us peacefully to pursue “what we think is
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fered 10 relax the cords if she would | gent effort. Moreover in Old Testament times,all the g 500 i the word of God.

Confess, : : 2 i {bliss. All was chunged. In an hour, he | man would have others make a be- | and beneficent operations. Time has given ' pelieving descendunts of AlLraham, und all
1acked u::d again, poor thing, sgain the ~ But if it be necessary that the person bad become wealthy, honored and Wlm and never thinks of him- | it no power of self- support—has invested it | ,h,;:vxﬁ-...;. who believed in God, and their |
self.

shricking victim groaned a wise- | officiating be solemn and earnest, it ‘is| . . % | > -
Sblo assent 0 their demand. They took |equally necessary that the children be q".qll blest. | with no efficiency to make provisions for its ' children who were circumcised were account-

te charges.
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