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Submission. lias put out from the shore, and the ocean 
, , 1 of the infinite and eternal is beyond him—

ike^If^lr^eautiful. we.-e written by the devoted and 1 lie must go forward. Hut he has lost his 
^^Sy.'miDdcd Mf’»*», wh,n "bbg.-d by nine»» to re- directness of aim—his singleness of purpose.

en paA>rai “ Speculation has bewildered him. Better
itiii. ekl the^ -or< • ' .v ,a.NS 0 a are ,or himself and for the world had he clung 

: °wr' . . ' to the New Testament, in all its practical
Ami li*« ml,t v'6our awa- ’ simplicity. “ I believed, and therefore have
Till but * feeble shadow was remaining, | spoken." He must now speculate, or freeze
A fragile frame, fast hastening to decay. his hearers with spiritless orthodoxy. They
Tie May ot hte, with all its blooming dowers, i j,, repudiate, or starve upon, statements 
Tie jovs of life, in colours bright array it, ! mere|y doctrinal—his view of things within
Tie hopes of lile, in all their airy promise, | ,bt! vej| im8 rendered him irresolute and
jsaw them in the distance slowly fade. timid: he fears to expatiate on the practi-

Tben sighs ot sorrow in my soul would rise, ca| “Cease from the evil of your doings ”
Then silent tears would overflow my eyes j ,(.t ()ie |jar cease from falsehood—the

But a warm sunbeam from a higher sphere j jrunkard from his drunkenness—the slan-
Stole through the gloom, ami dried up every 

tear ;
Is this thy will, good Ixir l ! the strife is o’er, 

Thy servant weeps no more.

'• Thy flock thou luayest teed nocherish'd 
longer !"

Thus said die Lord, who gave them to my 
han<i ;

Nor evvn was my sinking heart permitted
To a k the reason ol the dread command. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ v
The Sbepher l’s rod had been so gladly carried, ■■ , j ÿf perplexity over the very entrance

i.i that path. 1 he short way to Viod, through

derer from backbiting—he cannot enlarge 
on so practical a subject—consequently he 
is impelled to pursue a third course. He 
will speculate. And how broad and beaten 
is that course ! *' How many have pursued 
it! From the Nicolaitnne to the Mormon 
it has never lacked its travellers. Ah, it is 
a great matter to chase away the mysticism 
of the path by which a sinner is led to God ; 
but the uevil would make it a greater mat- 
t r to the speculative preacher to evoke the

Tue flock had follow’d long and loved it well. 
A m! the hour was datk, the stroke WoS heavy, 
When sudden from my nui veless grasp it fell. 

TV', sighs of sorrow in my soul wo', d rise, 
Tl.<n rushing tears etc Id overflow my eyes ! 

Bat J beheld t> t, O my Lord and Cod,
Bvnsath the c-> 

sill,
Thv servant

Jesus by failli, F- either overlook’ d or de
spised ; mid i such a ■- :ss»nger of .he cross 
cannot succeed in making the way plain, he 
is determined to uccted in making it ,b-

, , scure. How hard he labours to remove
;.y down the hepberd. rod:,,,, k of kn„w!,.<lt,e. H„w hc 6tu
. .1 1 . — .I > * U V . t.t ID ..'ill. I *Is this thy "id, good Lori,, ho .trite is o er, i fl|) j p0IKfers, allJ sweats, to prevent those 

weeps no more. „ _______ ;__„_i no. i____________ „„

« Sever again thou maycM fl ed thy people !" 
Tuns said the Lord, with 'countenance severe 
And bade me la- y Je at once, fo-eve ,
The rubes ol office, hoi :. 'd long and oar. 
The sacred mantle from my shou.ders fading 
The sacred girdle loosening at his word ;
I could but feel and say, while sadly gazing,
I hair hen once a pastor of the Lord.

Then groans ol anguish in my 
rise.

who are panting for spiritual lile from as-1 
, eending to a higher atmosphere than his 
own. Ah, he cannot suce. ed. The soul 

| aspiring after : tie simplicity of Jesus will 
L eak through all the clouds. He who 

! would mould the infinite tried down to his 
| own conceptions is of the spirit of Rome.— 

“ He sit'eth as God in the temple of God."
I No priest, no preacher dare say to a disci- 

soul would ! p-e, “ We may contemplate the perfections 
| of God, we will give you our views ; but it

i« not lor you to contemplate them.
I may roam untramelled through the garden 
! of God, and eat of every tree ; but from our 
hands only shall you receive the parings of 
the fruit. We may drink of the water of 

j life ; but you shall only receive the report 
thereof from our lips." Oh, in a thirsty 
land where no water is, this will not satisfy 
the perishing soul! He must drink of the 
pure stream itself, or faint.

Shall he call up the testimony of the past 
to sustain his position ? Can it not be de
monstrated by the experience of ages, that 
the more practical the preaching of the gos
pel of Jesus, the more it recommends itself 
to the human heart, and accomplishes the 
purpose for which it was given ; Jesus de
scended to the practical duties of life, he 
threw over them the glory of God : and he 
invested the most ordinary transactions 
with the holiness of heaven. Paul pursued 
the same course. “ To the Jew became he 
as a Jew "—and he justified his conduct by 
the apostolic declaration—“ to the pure are 
all things pure." He was eminently prac
tical. It is true he had an eye lor the spe
culative. He could expatiate on that glory, 
which was of an “ exceeding weight ”—and 
lead his hearer on, to views pu'ely spiritual 
until, lost in their contemplation, be defer
red their consideration until the period— 
when they should learn—that the “ eye 
hath not seen—nor heart conceived " a 
tithe of the reality. But he linked these 
views with the ordinary duties of Christian 
life- In his mind—in his teaching, they 
were inseparable.

Allow the eye, to range over what period 
of Church history we will, and still this is 
manifest. Do we recur to the preaching of 
the apostles? They went forth filled with 
the spirit and truth—their simplicity and 
faith, rendered them irresistible. The hoa
ry temples of idolatry were crushed before 
them : they lifted up their voices, and error 
tied from their presence. Two centuries 
elapsed: the storm began to subside: men 
began to think more calmly : the crash of 
the falling systems did not strike upon the 
ear so startlingly : truths, at first strange, be
gan to be familiar. Then with the origins, 
men began to speculate : the doctrine of the 
gospel were held up to the scrutiny of Phi
losophy : was it not a period ol “ rational
ism ? *’ And to what wild reveries—to 
what degrading superstitions—did not such 
a philosophy lead ? What vague dream of 
distressed imagination was not consecrated 
by human intellect, and cannonized by 
Priestly authority. Ah! we turn hurried
ly from that era—we pass over that long 
“ night of ages "—and gaze upon a later 
period. A period ill which outward ceremo
nial was substituted for the life-giving word 
of Jesus Christ—the era of fables and lying 
wonders. Proceed we onward. There 
came a dawn to this long night : the day 
star arose. With a frenzied effort the hu
man mind broke away Irom its t’lraldom 
—thialdoui ol Ctntuiics Lu.her pointed, 
to Him, who is the life and the Truth, a id a j 

enquiry, why Avivais of religion are tiot'‘cvival followed—the revival u* doctrines 
more Ireouent 1 why ere not men convu! ed ' w*‘:vh bad been, cbscc : ed for a tlioU-and j 
c to a .ion hy tn.fu. w veil can-.» i.„ul the Tei*‘s’ - - ; m’v conttmplati'e period 'n- ■
heart of God, end upon lips anointed |,ae4 : speculum • •- •.» rife : the Butlers and j 
by I' e Spmt vi the Most High ? Answers I’’arson* ballasted the theology of the age— 
have been sought out—the loss ol faith in | or tie n ..da of men hud wandered into fur- I 
t* e Deity—in th tin <sag- -absence of the i l*‘er 'aga.ies.
h.,e of man. Ado <1 M ihese, nihj t not | Again was the simplicity of the Gospel i 
be affirmed with iri !h that there exists j re tored. The Wesley’s and Whitetield | 

’«•.other reply ? Is there not manifest at ! began to preach justification by faith in the 
h e present moment a love tor the specula | bhxwi of Jesus, and a revival resulted, the 
five and an aversion f >r the practical in all j effects of which can not be estimated until 
•hinge relating to the kingdom of the Mes-! the last day. The present age in manv 
I’afiz Tnat the “kingdom of God" is | reîpects resembles the era of Constantine, 
within—that h is “ righteousness, peace and Ju<t previous to the destruction of the Ro-

Tiivn burning tears would overflow my eyes ! 
But his own garment once was torn away,
Jo the rude soldiery a spoil and prey :
Is this thy will good Lord ? the strife is o’er, 

Thy servant weep* no more.

«From ibe calm port ol safety rudely sever’d. 
Through stormy waves thy shatter'd bark must 

go.
And dimly seer amid the darkness sinking. 
Nulling but heavens above and depths below!" 
Thus said (be Lord; and through a raging 

ocean
Ol" doubts and lears mv spirit toil'd in vain.
Ah! many a dove went forth of hope inquir

ing,
But none with olive leal" return’d again '

Then groans of anguish in my soul would 
rise.

Then tears of bitterness o’erflow’d my eyes ! 
Yet through the gloom the promised light was 

given ;
From the dark waves I could look up to hea

ven !
Is this thy will, good Lord ? the strife is o'er, 

Thy servant weeps no more.

* Thy shall find kindred hearts In love united, 
And with them In the wilderness rejoice ;
But stand prepared, each gentle tie untwining, 
To separate at my commanding voice !"
Thus said the Lord : he gave as he had pro

mised.
How many a loving heart has met my own I 
Bot ever must the tender bonds lie broken, 
And earji go onward, distant, and alone ?

Then sighs ot sorrow in my soul would, rise, 
Then tears ol* anguish overflow'd my eyes ! 

But Thon Last known the bitter, parting day, 
From the beloved John hast turn'd away.
Is this thy will, good Lord V "the s’rile is o'er, 

Thy servant weeps no more.
— ( 'In istiun Treasury.
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Revival Preaching,
No. ix.

He who so deals witli a subject an to 
practically restrain those around him Irom 
prosecuting that subject beyond the point at 
which he leaves it, is no benefactor to bis 
kind. Such an one may, indeed, set the 
spirits of men roaming over fields of airy 
speculation—lie may succeed in producing 
in their minds restless earnestness—a feel
ing of dissatisfaction with present effort ;— 
further, he may compel them to gaze on 
regions of thought, vast and unexplored— 
by spreading open before them scenes of 
mental loveliness, landscapes of intellectual 
glory; he may succeed in alluring them to 
venture out with him on the mitraversed 
deep of iu> own imagination, to gaze upon 
Us wide expanse, its many bannered barks, 
us i„; mid hazy shores—but he works no 
tut it change upon tlieir spirifs as is endorsed 
by practical refortrat'.on of conduct, unless 
he d reels them to that wlii.-b i., practicable 

hat which is within the ken and gr.,sp of 
heman attainment Di wc prosecute the

utilitarianism of the present t “ He that 
winneth souls is wise."

Let it be reiterated ; the herald ol the 
cross roust act in faith to be successful; 
be must be practical or be left in the rear 
ol his compeers, swept onward as they are 
by the eternal tide of truth. Perhaps he 
regards the object too constantly, and the 
subject too seldom. Said Robert Hall : 
speaking of Ministers—“ in order that yeu 
may attend to these duties aright cultivate a 
devotional spirit. The more you have of 
the mind of Christ—the more you walk in 
humility and holiness, the more will you 
succeed in your work,—watch against spirit
ual as well as intellectual pride. Prostrate 
yourself in deep abasement before good.—. 
Remember that if you are saved, it is by an 
exercise of Divine mercy which is the sub
ject of admiration among the angels of God, 
and nothing is more incongruous than for 
such an one to be proud of any qualities 
which he has received. Let it be evident 
that you are a good man—and one that 
makes progress in the things of God. -This 
will produce a great effect. There is a silent 
eloquence ia character by which the best 
sermons are most powerfully recommended. 
Let, them, however, be delivered with all 
sincerity and aff. ctioo ; never speak with 
lightness or indifference, b'ware of all, 
! wily of spirit ur of manner, avoid *!1 kind 
of hypocritical terms aad phrases. Consider j 
the weight of the subject before you.— 
Never .smdy tlieau ical effect, all manœuvres 
to display sr’J. by which some divines obtain 
so great a reputation, are uuworthj your 
subject arid your utiice. A sound pi tacher 
of thu Gospel will produce, not admiration 
of himself, but of the truth, and admiration 
ot taat God and Saviour from wheat the 
truth p-oceeds, remembering that awful ac
count which ministers and people will all 
Lave to give when they meet befora the 
judgmenf seat."

A Brand plucked from the Burnino.

disposition to restrain them. Their move- —Sir, I remember hearing, a short time
j ment are well ordered and rational ; tbeir ago, of a sermon that was preached by th-
pulses beat calm and true; and they go late venerable William Jay.of Bath, shortly

Speech of the Rev. Wm. H Punshon, at gjngjng in their glorious madness___“If we before his death, the divisions of which
the Anniversary Meeting, Exeter Halt. be beside ourselves, it is to God." Sir, seem to me to be strikingly appropriate to

The Wesleyan Missionary 
Society.

It has been said somewhere, that it is “ a 
good thing to live in an age like ours—an 
age of such earnest activity and spiritual 
enterprise ; but that it is a greater thing to 
be fit to live in it." I feel disposed to-day 
very heartily to subscribe to the accuracy of 
this idea, and I am sure that no spiritually 
healthy man can look on the vast array of 
benevolent associations which will, during 
this month, gather in this metropolis, with
out thanking God, and taking caurage.— 
Whether we consider them according to the 
magnitude of the objects whfch they contem
plate, or the spiritual forces which they set 
in motion, we must estimate them as sym
bols of some rare and precious meaning, as 
manifestations of a larger indwelling of holy 
principle, and as amongst the fairest types 
of social and spiritual greatness. I regard 
these meetings as so many distinct acts of 
homage to the majesty of man ; they are ef
fort* for his widest benefit, and for the re-

there is no Reviewer in the land 
write an article so scurrilous and 
ed now. The Missionary cause 
higher up, out of the reach of the scoff and 
of the railing. People are beginning to be 
measured by it as by a standard, and to be 
exalted or depressed, just as they reach or 
fall short of its level. The man who has 
no Missiouary zeal is branded openly as 
having no Christianity. Missionary settle
ments are becoming the fairest spots on the 
map of nations. We turn away now from 
battle-fields, from dismantled keeps, and from 
the scenes of martial prowess and historic 
pride, and our eye fastens on some village or

ho dares the subject of our gathering to-day. The 
envenom- text of the sermon was,—" By the rivers ot 

has got Babylon, there we sat down ; yea. we wept 
when we remembered Zion. We hanged 
our harps upon the willows in the midst 
thereof." « ^e divisions of that sertnon 
were these :—First, “ Every man lias a joy. 
else what need of a harp?" Secondly. 
“ Every man has a sorrow, else why hang it 
up?" Thirdly, “ Every man has a hope, 
else why not break it in pieces and fling it 
away?" Now, Sir, we have had our time» 
of joy in days of old, when the candle of 
the Lord shone brightly in our tabernacles ; 
when we were making energetic aggression

Friendly Islands.and Feeje^
The Rev. Thomas West (from.Tonga) 

at the recent Anniversary Meeting ot the 
Wesleyan Missionary Society, said : Ladies 
and gentlemen, 1 am sure that very little 
from me, at this advanced hour ot the meet
ing, will be expected ; and 1 am al»o certain 
of one thing—that the interests ot the 
Friendly Islands could not be included in 
the compass ol a few minutes. 1 idiall, 
therefore, endeavour tv comprise w hat I have 
to say in as small a compass as l possibly 
can. I feel honoured ot God in being pre- 
scut in this vast assembly, an,I that 1 ain 
permitted to represent the lifteresiing field 
of Missionary operations from which 1 have 
chine. 1 believe that 1 am the first Mis
sionary from the Friendly Islands who can 
report in this llall the total destruction of 

rection of the kingdom. . , ,, , - , - . i hratheuisui, and thesome tribe, newly brought to God, or some upon the work of the devil and ot sin, and yf ,^u< c hrjsl , |he vaj# ruuls oi ,jul.
friendly chief, or haply on some Missiona f had him under us ; we have had our times j it- |hiu important field oflabour— 
ry’s birth-place, or some Missionary’s grave. I of sorrow; we have had our times ot re- | ,. f . i
, * . . , , * , | , , . s i . i r.'rii Mill f ud iu.*i"ii>n iEvery church that is planted in a foreign proach ; we have had our tunes ot bitter- 

soil gives to the church of Christ at home j ness ; we have had our times of heart- 
added strength and added beauty ; stirs up ] searching ; we have had our times ol oon-

rieud Mr loung 
visited us in those islands, great and impori- 

hanges

her zeal and faith afresh ; awakens towards
demption of his entire being. They arc her filial emotions in far distant isles ; gives 
the recognition of his -.oul’s worib, and of a wider vindication to her principles, and a 
Lis sot.. ; dinger. The/ nave respect :o holier communion to her prav -rs ; and, I 
biro, not a* existing iti certain j Lysica! con- corners iha: I cannot restra. i my convic- 
uliions, wiiiiin certain civil interlacing», non to-day, that if the a:m of Missionary 
within certain geographic: ! bounds, but in societies be pure, if tbeir organisation be 
in the integrity of hi» being. They recog-1 according to the mind ol Christ, their tri- 
nise the “ one blood "of universal rell’ion-, umpli vill be certain, and the r-’sults in 
ship underneath every checkered phystoc-1 act”..i mignii it far larger th in Lave »>

tumely ; aad we have got our time ol hope 
again. We hung up the harp on the w illow- 
tor awhile, but we were not disposed to 
throw it away ; we knew we should want It 
again. I; was a pity, we th cht, that an

ell) there, 
onlat'choiv 

ds , a d 'v 'be *•« -lb- n 
ng around us,a,id say nD, - • i v 
lout: -lit things for them ;" and

instrument like that should ban 
! wi'h the fi’tul wind to m"l e 
j mi -v on the chords , a d v 
I i.r ,USt’
i L . J I at

taut changes Lave taken place. I lie last 
, tribe of heathens who then were still rarry- 
I ing on tln-ir practices ot 'dolatry have be- 
I come Christians ; but, unfortunately, they 
| have becom i Roman Catholics. T his tact, 
however, is to be asserted, that heu’lu-nism, 

] a- a system, has been c< mpleteiy abolished 
I m the Friendly Islands I only wish i could

I

The Wages of Sin.
1 l’he wagf-e of slu in death."—Roil, ri 23

This is a very solemn text, 
and what is death ?

What is sin,

First, 1 will tell you what is sin. There 
are two kinds of sin. Sin is to do anything 
God forbids. That is one kind. Sin is to 
neglect to do what God commands. That 
is the other kind of sin. So God lorbids 
you to strive with one another, or to be 
angry, or to tell lies. If, then, you do any 
of these things, that is sin of the first kind. 
So God commands, “ My eon, give me thine 
heart." If, then, you do Dot love God in 
your heart, that is sin of the second kind.— 
Have you ever sinned, my child ? Alas ! 
yes. Many times you have done what the 
great God forbids ; and still more times you 
have left undone what God commands.

And what is death f It is what comes 
after sin ; the dreadful ange/ of God which 
the soul (eels. When the body dies, it is 
because the soul leaves it. Then it grows 
cold and stiff, and cannot move, or speak, 
or think any more. It is put in the earth, 
and turns to dust again. The soul ia im
mortal. The death of the body does not 
touch the soul. It" it is a pure and holy 
soul it goes to God, to dwell with him for
ever and be happy. If it is a sinful soul, 
having no hope in Christ, it is sent away 
from God into blackness, and darkness, and 
anguish, .o live with the devil for ever
more. This is the dealli that is the dread
ful wages of sin.

Wages is anything we earn for work we 
do. When people do our work we give 
them wages, food and money. Sin is not 
God’s work, for God loves holiness, and 
hates sin. Sin is the devil’s work, and he 
will give his servants A is wages. The devil 
has no wages to give but death, and horror, 
and anguish. If we do his work, we must 
live with him. hereafter, and receive his 
wages, for “ The wages of sin is death."

But the gift of God is eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ! Yes, that is the wonderful 
truth of the gospel, that Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save sinners. Let us, 
then, love Him, and do as He says. He 
will make our hearts clean by the Holy 
Spirit. We shall be made like Him, and 
when we die we shall not receive the wages 
of sin, which ia death. Our bodies will die, 
but our souls will live, and be happy for
ever, in the likeness and presence of the 
Saviour__ Get. Ref. Mess.

iiouiv. They are expressions of a cjnvie- ready be» i achieved The church that . , we 
lion that, there is misery in the state, there not e Missionary enurch, is not a living 
is grandeur in the destiny; that all the church; and the man, who, in the se'tish 
Wc.rld over there is <onnd nothing to royal enjoyment of Lis own privilege, can cry out, 
a- man : and that man is lean’s true neigh- “Am I my brother's keeper?" stands i the 
hour, and tire silvafion ol man should Le sight of God an uup.’rdoned sinnei, uil 
men’s life lasting endeavour. I do rrjuice ^ uiust go away with an ago lised cry and a 
that 1 am permitted to-day to take some ; branded brow. We must all, S'r, even 
part in the anniversaiy of an institution | those of us who have sworn our fealty to 
which has made this its abiding principle, | Ibis great cause, take shame to ourselves

jov in the Holy Ghost" is not sufficiently 
recognised, not practically acted upon. He 
who, with Edwards or Neander, gives us 
lue rationale ot revivals, enlarges the boun
daries of human thought certainly; but he 
is the plii'oiopher, not the Rev ival Preacher. 
Oi all men he is the most unfit, disqualified 
•o afford views that can prompt to action.— 
He lifts a veil which conceals the secret 
•Kings of human movements ; and he who 

within the veil, who turns from the 
arena of conflict that he may listen 

!'J taman speculations—will lose his zest 
or Practical effort. If he pauses at all his 

•Mention will be arrested :

man empire, Christianity became fashion
able, admission to the office ot Christian 

! preacher was not the passport to persecution 
and martyrdom, but to honor and power.— 
There is always a tendency to avoid the 
practical when its enforcement involves the 
prospect of loss of favor or position ; at least 
this tendency is observable in the unrenewed 
mind. The Preacher of the period referred 
to avoided the practical. He exalted the 
memory of dead saints, and persecuted the 
living saints. He indulged in dreamy re
veries of the past, he worshipped at the 
tomb of apocryphal martyrs, but he shrank 
from practical efforts for the Christianizationw-, -- ------- -------- He will gaze

1™1 W(Jtidcr on an infinity of causes and * of the living age in which he had his being. 
elwt8 ^efore unscanned. Doubts’wiil arise I Shall not the herald of salvation who seeks

to he successful, learn by the experience of 
such a past ? Shall he not avoid the Scylla

. Iere he had previously perceived the 
ht'n^ succes9 : every step forward which 
oto!w takea 18 U|>on sPrings and keys, which 
Win J6 . cori‘iequences and tones he in no

*** anticipated. ~He cannot recede : be

of dreaming over victories won by the cross 
in the days gone by, and on the other hand 
the Cbarybdis of his fears, in view of the

Faith—Nobleness of Character,
The secret of faith is in the heart and its 

instincts, and not in the head. It does not 
follow knowledge, but precedes it, and is the 
ground of it. The metaphysical argument 
would convince no one who did not already 
believe ; and the more popular argument from 
design,a» it is called, and the evidence of it in 
::aturi, can lead to nothing buta probability.
11 can only prove that there may be a Be
ing adequate to ptoducing the effects which 
we -ee about us, and tha. is all. It can not 
prove an Almighty Br'ng. It can not pro"e | 
an Eternal Being At us best, it can but 
thow us a Being to which we should look— 
if we knew more, and faith did not come in 
lo expand and inspire the idea—with blank 
hearts, knowing neither whether to fear er 
t0 ]ove—a cold, hard case—perhaps a per
son, perhaps a law. The real evidence is 
our own inner instinct of conviction which 
God has written in our hearts, illum.nated 
and explained by the histoiy ot persons in 
other times. The power of God is visibly 
revealed in a true God-fearing man. It is , 
not an idea ; it is not a dream. Ideas are 
passive ; dreams are ineffectual. It is a 
living power. It is seen in the beauty of 
goodness which is slitd over even the most 
illiterate and most ungifted, and with those 
whose natural powers are larger in the lofty 
obedience, in the dignity, the calmness, the 
serenity, the high and noble energy which 
faith in Him makes possible, and which are 
impossible without Him. Where there is 
faith there is strength. When faith dies, 
strength follows. In Athens in Rome, in 
Jerusalem, it is the same story—the glori
ous period is the believing period. When 
God became a name, and the temple wor
shipped a form, they rotted and died. There 
may be convulsion of force, as there was in 
a few years following the French Revolu
tion, but it bad no sustaining life in it; like 
the unnatural strength of madness, it was 
only for a moment, and passed away with a 
sign.—Fraser's Magasin»,

and that I stand among a people who are 
prepared lo maintain it to the end- Al
though we gather under chastening influ
ences ; although bereavement bas subdued 
our gladness into a pensive pleasure ; yet 
we cannot forbear to congratulate the Soci
ety upon the report which has been this 
day presented, and upon the amount of sig
nal blessing which has rested upog it during 
the year. Never, certainly, did oiir institu
tion present itself before its friends with 
more sublimity of aspect, or with more for
cible claims than now. How true is it that, 
out of" darkness, the band of the Lord hath 
made it strong ! In its infancy, it was like 
the infancy of the church at Jerusalem, in 
an upper chamber, with the doors shut for 
fear, and with a strange trembling at the 
heart ; but mighty days and mighty deeds 
sprang up amid that seeming feebleness. 
Ob, Sir, it must rejoice the hearts of those 
honoured men who were présentât its birth, 
and who fostered its infancy ! Most of 
them are now looking down upon it from 
heaven ; but some at least, yet linger on 
earth to watch its healthy progress. God 
hath made it strong in all the material in
struments of strength. Its income, yet in
sufficient for the work it has to do, has, by 
the divine blessing reached a higher mark 
than ever. Its friends are no longer hid in 
a corner, but they have almost girdled the 
globe ; and an ever lengthening strain of 
praise and prayer rises np from broad Aus
tralia to the farthest Ind. The labourers 
are not discouraged in their holy toil ; they 
have proved the power which the Holy 
Ghost has cast on them ; and they are their 
own witnesses for God, a champion sign of 
strength ; and God bestows no scanty mea
sure of actual and palpable success. I know 
that we have not yet seen all things put un
der Christ ; I know that there is yet abound
ing ungodliness, and that there is rooted er
ror ; I know that heathenism has its barba
rous Feejee and its cultivated Athens ; I 
know that there are systems of superstition 
which are apparently strong and boastful; 
but I remember that behind the battlements 
of Jericho, externally impregnable, frown
ing defiance upon the hosts of Israel, there 
was a misgiving heart which said “ We 
know that the Lord bath given you the 
city.” 1 know that in the midst of all the 
concentration of Jewish prejudice, and Jew
ish power, there was a voice that spoke, 
saying—'• Perceive ye how ye prevail no
thing? behold the world is gone after him ;” 
and l know that the word of the Lord bath 
spoken the down-fall of Satan ; and that that 
word endureth for ever. His moving on 
without interruption and without hindrance 
is a sort of triumph ; but the restlessness 
and fierceness of tbe enemy are admonitions 
of final shame. The suri-wave is thgjâLe 
thot is nearest the strand, and thi 
hour of the night is the hour that 
the dawn. With these tokens of «Hpie 
blessing, wc can hardly wonder that public 
opinion, in regard to our cause, has so mar
vellously changed, and the transformation 
is impressive and encouraging. 1 was read»' 
ing the other day, as a sort oi refresher be-1 
fore 1 cerne to this meeting, the celebrated 
article of S) duey Smith, wi ten in tbe Filin- 
burgh Review, some few ye us ago, upon In
dien Missions. In that article the rev. 
lampooner insinuates that there is some 
little affinity between evangelism and dis
loyalty, and affects great alarm for our In
dian empire t prophesies the uiter hopeless
ness of India's conversion by * sectaries,” 
as he terms them ; and acks why we should 
send our li’l’e detachin# nts of maniacs to 
give distorted views ot" Christianity to the 
finest provinces of the worn! ? Now, Sir. it 
is instructive to see how subsequent events,
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tbat we have done so little. We have done 
something by tbe grace and blessing of God, 
but we have not done enough. Estimating 
ourselves by ourselves, judging by worldly 
standards and prevailing habits, we have 
done well ; judging by the test of the Gos
pel, we have come sadly short, and have 
grievously sinned. The Greenlander might 
possibly, from his hills of snow, enjoy this 
temperature of Britain, and eulogize its fos
tering and delicious warmth ; but tbe 
swarthy children of the climates of the sun, 
though furred to the teeth, would shiver in 
a paralysis of cold. The world looks at us, 
admires our industry, and applauds our en
thusiasm, and says, “ The people who have 
turned the world upside down have come 
hither also;" bat the Saviour, pointing to 
his own wounds, and glancing reproachfully 
at us, says, “Ye have not resisted unto 
blood." Sir, the fact is, that we hare been 
playing at Missions ; and the time is come 
now for us to make it our business and our 
earnest work. The church has been like 
Samuel, tbe child, raised suddenly from 
slumber, not quite certain whether be heard 
a voice that was summoning to effort and 
energy. There have been plenty of Elis to 
dissuade it from its noble work. It is time 
that it should become like Samuel the pro
phet, fulfilling the well-loved mission of its 
matured manhood—a ruler in Israel, ready, 
at a word from God, to hush the peoples, or 
to discrown the brows of tyrannical and des
potic kings. We must go to it, Sir, with a 
sturdier and more determined faith ; and, if 
we do that, we shall attempt what others 
only dream about, and do what others only 
attempt, and triumph where others only 
dare to do. Let us have faith, and we shall 
venture something on the promise of God.
Let us have faith, and we shall go forth 
with renewed energy and with unflinching

rirseverance unto the conquest of the world.
have read somewhere ol a mother, whose 

last words to her son as she dismissed him 
to the battle-field, were,—putting at the 
same time into his hands a likeness of his 
dead father,—“ Look on that, and shame it 
not." Sir, we have an honoured ancestry.
Think on tbeir heroic and extraordinary 
deeds, and let us take care tnat we do not 
“ shame" them ; that we do not become the 
baseborn, the degenerate sons of sires who 
have passed into the skies. John Wesley, 
our Founder,—the Founder of this Institu
tion I might almost call him, for although 
its organisation was not elaborated till after 
his death, it was the catching of his spirit 
that brought it originally into being ;—Tho
mas Coke, its princely Missionary, wearing 
out his soul’s lifetime in this great cause ; 
crossing oceans familiarly in its service ; 
and then dying just where he ought to have 
died, and buried just where he ought to be 
buried,—such a large heart as his could not 
rest in a narrower grave—it must have the 
ocean for its «epulchre and the sky fur its 
canopy ;—Richard Watson, the indefatiga
ble Secretary, serving it with an eloquence 
which, in the words of another of the Secre
taries, gave birth to thoughts as broad as 
the firmament, and words as bright as s;ars ;
—Robert Newton, whom lour ^ears ago I 
was privileged to see standing for tbe last 
ume on this plsUu-m taking a look at all 
tbe way which tic Lora hai led Lid in tho 
wilderness, and tell..,g us that from the Dwell mum upon Ac „W"-cs . ' ..v ..
‘bright side of »U be could rejoice ,n the W|ia, rFruola hlM le68 poWer over the 

‘retrospect behiud and in the prospect before , t| ,,1( lLan tl at which ls „„„ . us._ 
and then shortly after that, deeming that How c^ftr ls al| lhl5 pl ln your 80u; _

t ike ip the tangua»» an 1 ; -Th
Lord hath done giuat tbu-T u _ f - 
we are iii*p slate of hope to-day. 1 Le 
grand old work of Soul-saving is going vigor
ously ou, and people ere flocking to it, in ihi 
provinces a: d in London aUk*», I h--pe, as 
t' y jsed to do ; we a o rejoicing in ti e 
felt presence of God, in tue sweeping influ
ence of tbe Spirit, and in tiie life giving
manifestations of grace divine. We j ,ay which, perhaps ! should have hern Ue-

' prived ot if he had been present. A gieat 
and glorious work is going o., in the Feejee

v. A . onr o' p"1 icu- 
repeated speeches u have 

it this Hall from d ’•’’sied 
hav. , i >’ l V n i 

i n't,r vc. pc..Aft. iy it. , :
haid also been pi.milted to visit, 
my way towaids England, the 

Society s operations in the 
: and l am exceedingly sorry

that Mr. Calvert has not yet arrived in this 
country ; but 1 am also glad, in or.e respect, 
because it will enable me to have a little to

clustering close to the Cross ; we are getting I 
more into the privacy ol" the closet ; we are 
wielding more of the omnipotence of holy, 
powerful, princely, world commanding pray
er. Thank God for it! We have not to 
ask, Will the Lord revive us again ? He 
is reviving us; not in vain glory do we say 
it,—we have done with that, I trust, for 
ever,—but in humiliation we are ready to 
say that “ tbe Lord hath done great thing* 
for us, whereof we are glad." And in this 
recovered energy for the church, there are 
recovered hopes for the world. The world 
is in a state of transition ; everything around 
us—the fashion, the clamour, the meeting ol 
strange extremes, and*the struggles that we 
see—all are the embodiments of this same 
transition, and you see it everywhere—burn
ing its footprints into the snows of polar 
climes, breathing heavily amid the malaria 
of the Campagna, moving up the masses of 
China from their mummy life, piercing 
through the Brahmin, giving life to tbe 
Hindoo, startling the Pope on his Seven 
Hills, rousing Lombard and Turkish indo
lence, and heaving with irresistible motion 
the whole of civilised Europe. What is it?
It is just the world yearning for something 
it has not, just tbe world's impatience after 
a holier thought, nobler purpose and freer 
life ; it is just the heart—the universal 
heart beating after God. The Macedonian 
cry will become the world's cry, and be 
answered in the same way by the gift of the 
Gospel of Christ. It is yours to send : you 
are gathered for that purpose to-day. Look 
at the cause in all its breadth and all its 
grandeur ;—do not stay in the plain ;—you 
are on much too low a level ;—you cannot 
see it in all its liearings;—go up to the 
mountain,— not Mount Ebal — that is a 
mount of cursing and bitterness—you will 
never find the Christian linger on the slopes 
of that ; but go to the summit of Tailor ; up 
to the Mount of Transfiguration ; up where 
you can catch some reflected sympathy from 
your Saviour’s baptism for the redemption 
of the world ;—up to the summit of Tabor ; 
and there, above the reach of mist, and 
shadow, and storm, in the clear,- happy, and 
felt privilege of understood obligation, look 
down on the world from thence,—down
trodden, neglected, cruel, destitute, but ran
somed—yes, ransomed by the blood of God’s 
Son ; and then, in the sight of its"necessities 
and that obligation, make your covenant 
with heaven ; looking down upon the neces
sities of earth with ampler eye ; to make 
that covenant valid, let the vow be breathed 
that the heathen may hope ; that the devil 
may be disappointed ; that the world may 
flock closer and closer to the Saviour ; that 
the Church itself may be encouraged to high 
enterprise and noble energy ; that the Sa
viour “may see of the travail of his soul 
and be satisfied." “ I am not my own ; ’ 
wealth, properly, influence, sons and daugh
ters, everything is included in that; “ 1 am 
not my own." The whole being is grasped 
there, and all the subordinates and acces
sories follow in 'be train—“ I am not my 
own ; I am bought with a price : therefore 
I will glorify God in ray body and spirit, 
which are his."

The Near-less of Heaven.

Islands at the present hour. God is work
ing by his servants, and overruling import
ant political changes in that field of labour, 
for the promotion of his own glory, and the 
advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
From 30,000 to 40,000 are now, day by 
day, brought under the direct teaching of 
Christianity, and brought into direct contact 
with the Word of God. I had the pleasure 
of paying a visit to the capital, where deeds 
of the deepest darkness have been permuted 
lor ages gone by; and I i ml the unspeak
able pleasure of helping rue Missionaries 
lo demolish the lyt relic of those abomin
able practices. In company with Mr. Cal
vert, Mr. Moore, and Mr. Waterhouse, who 
live in that deplorably « I based land, 1 had 
Ibe pleasure of battering down tbe very 
stone upon which htlndn ds of victims have 
been dashed to pieces, (close to tbe ovens 
where their carcases were cooked ; and I 
produce a part of that si >ue now. [The 
speaker here produced a small piece of stone, 
which he exhibited to the meeting.] I am 
sure that no soldier from the Crimea has 
brought to Eogland a more glorious trophy 
of victory than this piece of stone, and I 
glory in having been a soldier of Christ 
Jesus, and to have been able to bring for
ward upon the present occasion such a token 
of the power of the Bible in the conversion 
of souls, and in the pulling down of the 
strongholds of sin and of Satan. Blessed 
be God, there are no more victims to he 
hurled against this ston)e, and to he east into 
those ovens. The grass has grown over 
them, and thousands there assemble on every 
Lord's-day to bear tlie “ words whereby 
they may be saved." We have however, 
difficulties to contend with in the Friendly 
Islands, and likewise in Feejee. We have 
already imbued the native mind with the 
Word of God; we have instructed them in 
the root of the matter; we have told them 
of Christ Jesus; and they “ know in whom 
they have believed." We have, likewise, 
placed in their hands the printed Word of 
God. The Bible Society of Great Britain 
has given them the whole of the New Tes
tament ; and 1 am happy to say that 1 ain 
able to present to-day a copy (if the greater 
part of the Old Testament Scriptures, which 
have been translated and printed in the 
Tonguese language ; and it may increase 
the interest to slate, that this volume which 
1 bold in my hand, has been entirely tbe 
ruit of native labour. The composing, the 

printing, the binding, are all the fruit of 
lalive industry ; and we hope, in a short 
:ime, to be able to present the whole of the 
«acred volume to the Bible Society, with a 
request that they will again aid us in con
verting the world to Christianity. I have 
alluded to the opposition We meet with from 
the side ol I’opery. They endeavour to 
take advantage of every political movement 

I in tLe F riendly fslands advance the 
interests of their own cause. N' t only so, 
but they have printed and published to the 
world scurrilous lioels upen Wesleyan Me
lt,. iism , and they are Indoctrinating their 
j, pie with 'Lese libels upon th-.' rauco of 

er venerable I ounder. 1 hold in my hand 
a Roman CatLi Lc catechism, printed in 1 flJO, 
at i1» !.- prii - Ing press, in v.-hat > »•><■.* ■> nspress,
Wallace's ! -and. I will jus. rcn, ta Jem 
what they La«e published concerning vur 
ven. rab!» founder, and Wesi^jan Me'Lod'stn 

| iu general. It will show you thrt the L' dra- 
heaned mobster, i’opery, is the same every-

earth in clearer light, and with brighter ! ! J ‘ ! where, but that they venture in uncivilised
views;-John Beech* m, whose Practical j vTne/bTween yTm.dTmLrtality3 Whm" *u,‘unUught lands to tell what they would 
sagacity and wme-spread sympathy and 
long experience we mourn to day :—oh, Sir,

this world was too narrow for him, he went 
up high >r that he might look down on .be ; W
earth in dearer bent, ana with nriîhter _ ___ • . ____ ___ .

yen lie down to rest any night, you know
, r i c a .l n i . - . - , . , , - , nut but you may be in heaven bu'ore theby Gods blessing, have falsified the Re- there is =omethmg in the thought of our | next moriling. wl,.n you rise up in the

v.ewer s every opinion. The tact is p!am, | ancestry that makes us hold our manhood morDing- Uut ,bat yu(i mav ^ in b„„eu
cheap. How they dwarf »s, these oar e h are"Uue Curytlal)s
fathers, in our own op,nions They have | are ever in lhe veatlbule of the bearen. 
shown ue what men can do when they have

every opinion, the tact is p! 
that Christianity has wrought a change so 
mighty in the hearts of its converts, that it 
has lestraincd the pious Kaffir from partak
ing of the rebellion of his own tribe», and 
has forced from the slaves, even in the deep 
joy of their recovered freedom, not deeds of 
blood, not vengeance for the wrongs of ages, 
but one rich holocaust of prayer and praise. 
Our Indian empire is not yet dismem
bered, although the “ sectaries " have been 
allowed to endanger it under Government 
patronage ; but it has been consolidated by 
their efforts mainly, into great strength, and 
is at this day tbe brightest appendage of the 
British Crown. There are those on this 
platform to-day, who have told you that the 
Hindoos can embrace the Gospel of Christ, 
and that the dying Hindoo can gasp out his 
faith in the Crucified One, and pass tri
umphantly to tbe Christian’s heaven. The 
little detachment of “ maniacs " are going 
out «till, and society has as ytt shown no

faith in God, lofty principles, and a deter
mined and indomitable perseverance com
bined. We are to emulate them now.— 
We are weeping to-day, but 1 know not that 
they are altogether tears of sorrow. When 
the ripe corn is carried into the garner, it is 
the joy of the harvest. If the tears do 
come, they are fertilising as they fall ; they 
are gladdened as by the beams of the Sun 
of Righteousness himself ; and the death 
about which we mourn should encourage, 
and while it encourages should inspire.— 
We can all of us do something for this great 
cause—something in its furtherance and in 
its service.

The smallest labour ls not lost,
Each wavelet on the ocean Kw«
▲Ids ln tht ebb tide or the flow '
Each rain drop makee some flowers blow,
■wk Knmli usiimi htuasa »<*.

ly temple, waiting for the opening of the 
door, to be admitted to the holy ol" holies. 
The heirs of glory every moment going in 
to be for ever with the Lord, and you will 
soon go with them. Heaven is ever as 
near to you as God is, for it is the enjoy
ment of his presence, and he compasseth 
you about on every side. At any given 
moment of your existence, you know not 
but the next may be the commencement of 
your eternal career of holiness, knowledge, 
and happiness.—J. A. James.

Fine sense and exalted sense are not 
half so valuable as common sense. I here 
are forty men of sense for one man of wit . 
and he that will carry nothing about wit 
him but gold, will be every day at a lose 
for ready change.

not dare to say in civilized England, or in 
any other civilized country. They take 
advantage ef the ignorance of tha natives, 
to impose upon them libels against tbor-e 
whose characters and whose standing in the 
world they could not call in question if they 
were in a civilized country. 1 will not de
tain you by reading in Tonguese the quota
tion I am about to read , hut * wl^ voucb 
for the accuracy ol the translation, lhe 
question is proposed in their catechism . 
" Tell me what is the meaning of the lotu 
or the religion of Mr. Wesley, ,f .t is a 
branch of the lotu heretic m the order of 
Luther and Calvin." That is the question, 
and here follow» the answer—“ It i» a very 
new branch indeed ol the heretic religion, 
and only bad its rise in a man called Wes
ley; he was a man who sprang out of a 
branch of the heretic religion, and he se
parated from it, and caused his own branch
es of religion to grow ; a portion of foolish 
people followed him and carried on with him 
their foolish work. That is the meaning 
of the Wesleyan religion, and that religion 
is useless, it is but a branch of the dead

\

I!

x

1 f

1

a

\

’

p

11

• I.-

l


