]
1
{
<
N
.

G
N

B

2
3
e

e e
¥

08 Py
o 0%
e

i
i
!

6

THE CATHOLIC RECORD

FEBRUARY 5 1910

FIVE-MINUTE SERMON
QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY

CHRISTIAN SELF-LOVE
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We see from these texis that charity
is indispensable. We must have itor
we shall never see the face of God in
Heaven. Nothing whatever can take
the place of it. And what is this
charity? Charity is another name for
love. The charity of God is, then, the
samo as the love of God. We must love
God, or we shall not be nunited to Him
for all eternity. T wi
Blessed Saviour sai
and greatest commandment ;@ Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart and all thy mind and all thy
strength.”

But what does this love of God eon-
sist in? It consists ehielly in keeping
faithfully God's commandments. W hen
the young man aske our Lord, *What
shall [ do to enter into life;” the answer
was, “Keep the commandments;” and St
John, inspired by the Holy Ghost, says:
“This is the charity (or love) of God,
that we keep the commandments.”

This being so, [ cau express the mean-
ing of my text by sayving: "Il T speak
with the tongues of men and of angels
and do not keep the commandments of
God, I am become as a sounding brass
and a tinkling cvmbal.’ Yes, we may
talk as eloquently as possible about the
faith and our holy religion, and profess
to love it, but if we at the same time
violate the commandments, or any one
of them wilfully, then we are hypoerites,
the true love of God is not in us; it is
all empty noise. The loye of God is not
in high-wrought feelings or in high-
sounding phrases, but in the true dis-
position of obedience, When we begin
to understand in the least what God s,
then we should desire to possess Him,
which is the same as possessing the In
finite good, and to obeyv Him in all
things, that is, keep His commandments
as well ns we can.  This is the trae love
of God, 2lthough may be destitute of
the feeling of | which we have
naturally to on
like.

If we faithfully keep God's command-
ments we pay Him true homage and
worship-—such as is acceptable to Him
and worthy of Him. It is not the one
who says, *Lord, Lord, that snall enter
the kingdom of heaven, but the one who
doeth the will of My Father Who is in
heaven.” Brethren, let us not deeeive
ourselves. * Be not deeeived, for God
is not mocked. Mauy seem to deceive
themselves, thinking they can put some
thing else in the place ol keeping God's

commandments. One says to himself: T
will go to Mass. 1 will repeat prayers
while 1 am there. 1 will feel devout,
but [ will continue to drink. 1 shall
get intoxicated from time to time with-
out doubt, but God, seeing my devotion,
will not he so hard on me. He will for
giveme this failing. Anothersays: lam
tempted to impurity and to indulgence
in lust. [eannot give this up; it is too
much to ask of me; I will sin from time
to time, but [ will pray. 1 will go to
confession and Communion oceasionally.,
God will overlook it. You deceive
yoursell. You have mnot charity, and
without charity all the prayers, all the
Masses, all the contessions, and all the
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Communions in the world will or
You nothing.
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Couneil of Treut rendered all clandes-
tine marriages invalid, But complica-
tions were destined to arise. On the

reninz hefore the coronat

hine succeeded in having a private
rersation with Pius VIL in which
she informed him that she had never
been really married, except so far as a
purely eivil eontract could marry her to
Napoleon. Thereupon the Pootiff at
onee sent word to the Emperor that un-
less he regularised his marriage he
would refuse to consecrate and erown
him. The news provoked the fury of
Napoleon against Josephine, but he
realized that the Pontiff was immov-
able, and that a delay in the ceremony

might be attended by very serious con- |

So he sent his uncle Car-
dinal Fesch to ask Pius VIL to grant all
the necessary dispensations that the re-
ligious marriage might be performed by
the Cardinal nimself without any wit-
The Pope consented, and two
hours later the Cardinal married the
imperial pair in his private chapel and
at the cequest of Josephine eonsigned to
her a certificate —which, however, th
Emperor destroyed a few days after-
wards,

sequences.

nesses,

The question of divoree did not arise
until five years later.
trouble over the dissolution of the civil
contract of March 9, 1796 —in fact all
Napoleon had to do to effect this was to
sign a decree. DBut the dissolution of
religious marriage presented difficulties

hieh were apparently
I"irst of all the marriage cases of sover-

insurmountable.

eigns were reserved to the exclusive
and immediate jurisdietion of the Roman
Pontifi—the very Roman Pontiff whom
Napoleon by a famous decree of a few
months before had robbed of his states,
(proclaiming at the same time Rome to
be the second city of th
pire,) the Pontiff who had fo
communieated him, and who in

lly ex-
revenge

had been subjected to all kind of out- |

rage by him. The Emperor determined
to reach his object in another way. He
zot the Arch-Chancellor Cambacoeres to
bring the case before the Metropolitan
Curia. The latter protested that it was
incompeteut, and asked for authoriza-
tion from the Keclesiastical Committee
appointed by the Emperor on November
26, 1800, to regulate ecclesiastical
affairs. This committee
mauned by ereatures of the Emperor
handed down a decision that the Metro-
politan Curia was competent, and the

case went on. A number of witnesses
including Talleyrand, Berthier, Duroe
wid Feseh united in declaring that the
Emperor had never nted to the
rel 18 marriage yhine—he
had merely gone throt the ceremony

et Josephine and to avoid the dar

sandal that would have followed

the Pope refused to erown him-—with
sult that the Court pronounced the

wriage null througt ¢ of consent.
\ r of fact th tence was of
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| persone of God, ereation and the fall, extraordinary advertising proposition, and
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s b : : - you are & genuine, bona-fide spectacle arer (no children
sive election and reprobation is ex-| need apply) and want to d this favor, write me_at once and |
pressly rejected. Salvation is secured | “Dear Doctor your Perfect Home F{u \
by a certain instautaneous change [ ster, absolutely full particulars o
“ i g 1 . : | your handsome T acle Offer,” &
called “conversion,” which consists in a address me personally and I will give you ‘
vivid belief in Christ, accompanied by | my own persoual attention. Addressi— |
repentance and renovation of life. By | DR. HAUX, (Personal), Haux Building, |
the grace of conversion a man begins to ‘ ST. LOUIS, MO
lead a good life and perseveres therein; ‘ NOTE—The above 1s the Largest Mail Order Spectacle House in the World, and Peffectly Reli

and if otherwise, this is a sign that the
econversion was an imaginary one. A
man does not work out his salvation by
good work, but rather, good works are a
natural outcome of genuine conversion.

the renovated life the man can advance
in sanctification. Repentance for sin
| is also a natural outcome of this belief,
| but in no way a cause of forgiveness

for the simple reason that all sins, past
and future, were washed away by
i('hriﬂ\ blood nineteen hundred years
ago. This idea of the past obliteration
of sin is pressed so far that in case a
man goes to hell, this is not on account
of his sins, but on account of his unbe-
lief or non aceeptance ot Christ

The Salvation Army has
tion of a ehurch other than as an aggre
gate of individual believers. Nosacra
ments are made use of—not even bap-
tism or the KEucharist. Members are
accepted on the strength of conversion
alone,

They are not asked to sabseribe
to any formal ereed or profession, pro-
vided the fundamental ideas connected
with conversion are there. The fore-

| going doctrines are gradually instilled
{through publie instruetions which the
members are induced to attend. No
inquiries are made about a man's pre-
vious or present sect or whether he has
been baptized or not. [f a member feels
that the services of any church or any
sacraments are helpful to him, his mem-
bership of the Salvation Army does not
seem to prevent him from using them.

We did not examine the book with
such ecare as to be sure whether the
above is a precise summary on all points
but it is at least substantially correct.

As regards the reasons why a Catho-
lic cannot join the Salvation Army,
many can be mentioned, though only

[t is admitted, however, that by living |

[Deee®@®00@ COLONAL ART CO
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one in radical. For instance, although
the book aforesaid lays down a consider-
able number of sound doctrines, it also
lays down others (especially regarding
conversion and forgiveness) which no
Catholic eould accept. Secondly, the
Salvation Army ignores the sacraments
which no Catholie can tolerate. Third-
ly, the Salvation Army offers to men a
religion and religious membership other
than that of the Catholic Church, as
suflicient and eflicacious to salvation—
thus tacitly deelaring that Catholie
membersbip is uunecessary. The last
consideration brings us to our point.
The reason why a Catholic cannot join
the Salvation Army is the same as that
which prevents him from joining, any
religious sect or ereed other than C
liec, We believe that Cat
only divinely instituted religion, which
is intended in the divine scheme for all
mankind, and that all other forms of
religion outside the Church as human
inventions without divine i
| We fully admit that there is good in
the Salvation Army, because of the
degrees of religious truth and religious
endeavor which exist in it. Hence it is
better that a man be a Salvationist than
that he should be an unbeliever desti-
tute of all religion. But seeing that a
Catholie, as such, is in ‘possession of
the only genuine article, it would be
against the Divine Will aod irrational
in itself, to adopt a substitute.

ho-

holicism is the

sanction,

We cannot conceive a Catholic in-
structed in his own principles needing
to ask any question on this point. Our
correspondent, however, might have
met with some Catholie who is very
badly instructed, and who, sceing the
earnestness of the Salvation Army and
the good effects produced on its mem-
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bers, cannot understand why a Catholie
should not be able to remain a Catholie
and at the same time attend the meet-
ings. Sueh a Catholic needs instruc-
tion first on tha essent wrongness of
setting up any other form of religion to
take the place of the Catholie count-
enancing the existence of such rival
scets, which simply set the Chureh
aside as superfluous, or even as erron-
eous.—Bombay Examiner.

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Few Protestants |
of the Tmmacul
and we fear that ¢
Wi

now what the dogma

Conception meauns,
Catholies
1ld be unable to give a correct defin-
ition of it. The idea that it refers to
the coneeption of our Blessed Lord in
the womb of His mother is

wod many

very preval-
ent, so much so that in a Catholie ex-
change we find a quatrain called “The
Immaculate Conception” which reads :

As one by one to-day the rose-leaves
fell,
Responsive to a wind that hardly stir-
red :
So  Mary's
Gabriel,
“According to thy word.”

pure words answered

Now this has nothing whatever to do
with the Tmmaculate Conception. It
refers to the Apnunciation—the mes-
sage of the Angel Gabriel to the Blessed
Virgin that she was to be the Mother of
the Messias, The Immaculate Conecep-
tion means that the soul of Mary her-
self from the moment God first breathed
that soul into her body in the womb of
her mother, was preserved free from the
stain of that sin—original sin—with
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7v . v(]u;_i_ranteed

ing 1 information of

which all mankind else were stained iu
consequence of the disobedience of Adam
and Eve, [ence, thetitle “The Tmmae
ulate Conception” given to the quat-
rain above quoted is a misnomer, and
shows that even Catholies need to be
instructed on some very important mat-
ters of their religion.—Sacred Heart
Review.
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The most unhappy of all men is the
mwan who cannot tell what he is going to
do, that has got no work cut out for him
in the world, and does not go into any.
For work is the grand cure of all the
maladies that beset mankind-—honest
work which you intend getting done.
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