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# Christianus mihi nomen est, Catholicus vero Cognomen.”—(Christian is my Name,

but Catholic my Surname.)—St. Pacian, 4th Century.
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Council binding on the whole Church,
in other words, to make a Council gen
eral. The Emperor's signature was no
more necessary or sufficient to make the
Second Council of Constantinople ecu
menic¢ than would have been the signa-
ture of Victor Emanuel, King of Italy,
tomake the Council of the Vatican ecu
menic. Thestate, whether as nperor
or King, has absolutely nothing to do
with the ecumenicity of a Council of
the Church. It can neither make it
nor unmsake it.

The doctor next attempts to explain
gome prophecies of the O.d and New
Testaments, and apply them to the
Church. He forgets that he cannot
quote Scripture until he has proved ite
inspiration. As he has not done this,
we pass on with the remark that the
doctor should beware of the prophets,
and remember Miller and the Advent
ists. Miller got to reading the pro
phets,and made outthat it was perfectly
clear from them that the world was com
ing toan end in October, 1813, He and
his followers got their ascension robes
ready. Dut he and they are all dead,
and the world still wags. From time
to time some crank gets to reading the
prophets, sees the end of the world be-
ginning, gets his ascension robe ready:
the day fixed by him comes, paSSes,

Douncils, except that of Trent. Trent
acked and received the express con-
firmation of the Pope

MeAllister By briefly glancing at the
history of general Couucils after the sixth
held in Coustantinople in €80, it may be sum-
marily added that some were held, like that
of Constantinople in 754, with every mark of
ecumenicity possessed by other Councils re-
cognized by Romanism as general Councils,
but denied as snch by Romanism bacause of
canons and decrees hostile to the principles
of that systam, such as the canons of the
Council of 751 against the worship of images.
Freeman—The fact that the Pope did
not sanction the Council of 754 ssttled
its fate in the eyes of Christendom. If
it had all the marks of ecumenicity, as
the doctor says it had, why did not the
(hristian world consider it ecumenical?
That question ghould have oceurred to
him. The reason it has never been 8o
recognized is because it never received
the Papal sanction. 1n this the Chris-
tian world yields to the Pope's judg-
ment. Kvery Council confirmed by
the Dope as speaking for the whole
Church and voicing her doctrine is a
general Council. All others are
diocesan, provincial or national.
But the absence of the Papal con-
firmation of this psuedo synod of 754 is
not the only objection to it. Pope
Stephen IIL and the three Patriarchs
of Alexandria, Antioch and Jerusalem

and the craza subsides for a time. | ., qemned its decisions and anathem-
We  whrn the  dookik W avoild | otized the image breakers. The
the weakness of  Miller  and | yenth General Council (the second of
not indulge too  freely his | Nice) did the same. The synod of 754

private judgment on the prophets.
The end and destruction of the Catho-
lic Church has been prophesied so often
by the anti Catholic Millers, and the
Church has so often proved the fallacy
of the fortellings by continuing vigor-
ous and potent, that when a man gets
into the prophetic mood, and talks of
the ‘‘vials of wrath,” etc, he gives
rise to the suspicion that he has been
studying too hard, and needs rest and
recuperation. Some years ago a man
down in New Jercey went to studying
the prophets. He dwelt on the ** vials
of wrath,” etc., so long that it un-
hinged something in his head, and he
detormined to imitate Abraham and
sacrifice his child. He took a kuife
and cut the little girl's throat. He
was tried, and very properly adjudged
insane.

We advise the doctor earnestly— for
we have an interest in his health—to
confine himself to the past and present
and leave the future to be read as it
unfolds itself. Just how he switched
off on the prophets when he was deal-
ing with the Goeneral Councils of the
gixth and seventh centuries is not easy
to account for, except on the theory
that he has of late been concentrating
his mind with too severe tension on the |

was then not only not a general Coun-
cil, but it was heretical.

We are in the dark as to what Dr.
McAllister is doing at present. His
favorite paper, the Pittsburg Gazette,
is not sent to us, and we know not
whether it continues to publish the
doctor's letters or ours. From the be-
ginning we have not received regulas-
ly this fair and impartial Ga-
zotte, We were informed some

regular time.

Thursday.
look for them.

for the Freeman’s Journal.
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The Catholic Press.
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quisite literary

He says that much harm i

time ago by a correspondent that
while Dr. McAllister's letters appeared
invariably in the Monday's issue of the
yazette, our replies appueared at no
Spmetimes they appear
on Taesday, again on Wednesday or
No one knows when to
To obviate this annoy-
ance, we advise those interested to send

Mgr. Richelmy, the new Archbishop
of Turin, has published his first pas-
In that letter, which is remark-
able for its noble eentiments and ex-
style, he speaks in
favor and praise of Catholic journalism
and **its noble mission, " to use his own

effect ever be destroyed.

“ Daring 4,000 years man was left
by a just judgiment grovellir the
mass of corruption and misery, only
enjoying a glimpse ol their future
Redeemer. I'ne Propbets of old saw
Him afar off and described His glory
and magnificence ; the ancients sighed
for His coming, calling upon the heav-
ens to rain down the just and bidding
the earth to bud forth the Saviour,
while the Holy Patriarchs closed their
eyes in the sleep of death with a ferv-
ent aspiration for the coming of the
desired Emmanuel. All the nations ot
the earth were covered with a deluge
of iniquity. A thick pall of ignorance
and gress superstition hung over the
entire world. Man created after the
the image and likeness of God made
but a little less than the angels, had
become as brutalized, his mind had
become so stupefied by the flesh around
it, that he had blundered and stumbled
into the most hideous absurdities con-
cerning the nature of the Daity. In
the language of St. Paul: ‘They
changed the glory of the incorruptible
(iod into the likeness of the image of a
corruptible man and of birds and of
four footed beasts and of creeping
things. 'They changed the truth of
God into a lie and worshipped and
gerved the creature rather than the
creator blessed forever,’ (Rom I. 21).
We find whole nations adoring a calf,
a serpent, a dog, a beetle, or kneeling
down before sun, stars, rivers and
trees, or blocks of wood or stone. Every
form of sin, even the vilest, the filthi-
est, was deified. Epicureans and sen-
sualists caunonizing the principles of
{mpurity under the name of Venus, the
brutalized spirit of revenge and blood-
shed under the name of Mars, the prin-
ciples of dishonesty and thieving under
the name of Mercury ; drunkenness
under that of Bachus, until even in
Greece, that vaunted land of light,
forevermore the scholars’ land, St.
Paul found them in Athens perplexed
and wearied, dissatisfied with all their
deities and still unable to do without
one to worship, building up altars to
God the unknown. Itis an old trick
of Satan and of the world to take up
some form of error and call that relig-
ion. The blush of shame mantles our
cheek as we read of the enormous ex-
cesses, of which men were then guilty.
Crimes the most base, blasphemies the
most revolting were vomited forth
against the Most High. Every forest
smoked with its altars of human vic-
tims and every plain was whitened
with the bones of the slain and tallen
in battle. Wars and revolutions and
upheaval of society, poor as it was,
were of every day occurrence, while
¢ | most absurd, stupid and gensual ideas

g ir

« grrors of Rome."” words.

We now come to the sixth ecumeni-
cal Couucil, which was the third of
Constantinople, held in G30. The call-
ing of this Council was approved by
Pope Agatho, who not only sent legates
to it, but sent to the Kmperor Constan-

| their children hy not reading mor

ing them as they should undoubted!
do. He caunot, he says, gpeak i

that they do 1

done by Catholics to themselves and permeated the atmosphere of literature.

Catholic jourpals and by not appreciat-

sufficiently high terms of the Catholic

He came to sanctity the world—yes the

J '|‘
|

a d hollow It is as if men came

anvth was cursed, and produced noth

i but t s, thorns and thistles,
hoth in the physical and moral order,
and in the sweat of his brow man
plodded his weary way to hell. His
sacred feet blessed it when first they
rested upon it: His Koees sanctified
it, as He kuelt in prayer for us to His
eternal Father; His precious blood
consecrated it, as it flowed in copious
streams and mingled with the ground
in Gethsemane. Thus blessed, sancti
fied and consecrated, the world became
a worthy abode for a race of ‘people
acceptable to God, a pursaer of good
works, living soberly, justly and godly
in this world.” For humanity is once
more a sacred thing, since it has held
Divinity, and God has been in this
flesh, thus making us the blood rela
tions of our Lord. Fraternity reigns
supreme, for we are all brethren, and
He who was born on Christmas day is
our Elder Brother, *‘the first born of
many who were dead.’ Ior as St.
Paul teaches: *Thereis neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor
free, there is neither male nor female.
For we are all onein Christ Jesus
9, Gal III. 26.) Each is worthy of
his own and his brother's respect, be
cause there has been an incarnation.

the individual was the basis upon
which the restoration of man as a
social being was to be effected. In

man, woman was made equal by unity
of origin and destiny.

marriage relations she is to her hus
Himself.
oxtended to all the redeemed.
her sex, and the loving veneration o
sex to

entire which she belonged

tected and pardoned, and even Mag

her was given the privilege of Hi
first recorded apparitions after Hi
resurrection.

past. The hallowed names of maiden

forms the longest and brightest pag

her the distinction to be called by th

o «1 cannot recall to your mind the
harrowing condition of the family in
y | this deplorable state of humanity por-
n | trayed a few months ago, more briefly

i 5, an agg, for the work

Sgsnl;«;g(;nact:l:pﬁ;g (::::sltil:‘:l tgf :::: g(;:mt,emctiug the evil effects of the writer describing the return of the He t_ulls the people that ‘he who shall
thod: ’\ faith, and thus prescribed to freethinking, irreligious newspapers pagan Roman father from the bloody ‘recelve one such little child in my

lale i gands of the ‘ Arena,’ He says:'name recelveth me. But he that shall

the Council a rule and directions for

is very great indeed, and he fervently

and graphically than by quoting thulwhn wonld free Him from what the
n| words of a most eloquent Catholic | considered their annoyance are chidec

Church ‘the devout sex.’

«The regeneration of the child was
Redeemer was

no less complete. The
the ‘Friend of Children,’ who love
to be amongst them. His disciple

“ The regeneration and elevation of

view of the universal brotherhood of

Hence she is
no longer the slave of man and the
vile instrument of his pleasure, but his
gister and companion having equal
though not similar rights, and in her

band what the Church is to Jesus Christ
He chose a woman to be
His mother, and her motherhood was
Her
exaltations raised up all creatures of

mankind paid to her has included the

Pious women accompanied Him on His
journeys, repentent women were pro

dalen, that courtesan of the day before,
is found at the foot of the cross when
nearly all had abandoned Him, and to

To her glory be it said
she has not proved ungrateful in the

renowned for deeds of heroism, zeal,
charity and other gupernatural virtues

the manager and gazed at the ox and

|

' . T |

the ass but left the Divine Child uu-|
noticed. ;
“ Alas ! wo have but too many evi |

dences all around, that the magnificent !
gpectacle which the progressive I:nm|->!
of eighteen conturies of Christianity |
would and should present. has been |
marked by some mishap. The words of

St. Jobn : ‘He came into his own and \
His own received Him not ; the light
shone in the darkness and the darkness
did not comprehend it,’ find their veri
fication in the many miseries and many

tamily in the Christian world In the
language of Holy David: The Gen

tiles have raged and the people devised
vain things. Tne kings of the earth
have stood up and the princes have
met together against the Lord and
against his Christ. They have broken
asunder his bonds and have cast his
yoke from them.’ (Ps. xx.) The ene

mies of Christ have for eighteen cen

turies waged a relentless war against
Him. We are cursed with a number
of heathenizers and nature worship

pers, who attempt to bring back the
family and society to the worship of
intellectual  idolatry, and absurd
materialism and a refined sensualism.
We have among us those who assert
that primative man had no family life,
that there was promiscuous union of
the sexes, which is a mere asserrion
and lacks all evidence, hut which de-
stroys the very foundation of home life.
The Divinity of Christ is being
savagely attacked, and though re
pulsed over and over again, they have
not given up the fight. They have

the passions. God is simply ignored,
Christ's precepts are completely set
aside and the spiritual power of Chris-
tianity is kept apart from every influ
ence on public life. Marriageis reduced
to the low level of a mere civil contract,
f| an interested casual transient union of
man and woman who
other the Divorce

each next.

asunder,’ but as 1le was ignored in the
union so also He is ignored in the sep
aration. Thus the
8 | human society is being de-Christian
8| ized and humanity divorced from God
Of course the school shares a like fate
and our children must be educatec

8 | without any knowledge of Him whom
they have satanically resolved to re-
Satan is their
6| God, and we have arrived at such a
of Christianity and has merited for

move out of the world.

gtate in our downward career that so
0| cieties in

The
friends are not al
displayed,

on their banners.
Christ and of His
d | lowed to be publicly

v | phemers, as Voltaire, Bruno are un
1. | veiled with all possible
Human animals like Maupassant, hav

pollutions which even now blight the |

abandoned reason and now appeal to

idolizes each
. | other one day, to despise aud curse
then
gteps in, ignoring God's positive law :
* What God has united let no man put

very fountain of

Furope are parading the
public streets with the image ot Satan
statues of

but
w0 | those of professional scoffers and blas-

golemnity.

ing a great capacity for eating and
drinking and little troubled with con-

ridiculous idol.  Ask the agents of the
Humane Society  how widespread
devilish ervelty to childron ig and tpey
do not know the one ihousandth [vnrf.
Wao are creating a child woild for the
adored idol ; & world with its balls, its
theaters, its banquets, its watinees,

which which will have the

fect of developing infallibly the
trait  of  effeminacy. Yes, my
dear  friends  why are so many

homes cheerless during  this joyful

Christmas tide 7 Why so many falls
that disgrace families, except that

{Jesus Christ is no longer the head, His

| doctrines no longer respected, and His
l practices no longer obsorved. Let us
{not deceive ourselves. We Christian
| people have no other civilization than
| that which was bronght us by Chris-
| tianity. If we throw this away we have
[none.  There is no evolution beyond
{unless we eall evolution a descent into
an abyse.  Back, then, in all earnest
ness to Chrigt, who is the only light of
the world and who must enlighten
tevery man that comes into it.”

-
A Description of our Blessed
Mother.

The Blessed Virgin, says the Ave
Maria, is thus described by Epipha-
nius, who lived in the fourth century,
and who derived the particulars from
his predecessors :  *‘ She was of middle
stature ; her face oval ; hor eyes bril-
liant and of an olive tint ; her eye-
brows arched and biack ; her hair was
of a pale brown ; her complexion fair
as wheat. She spoke little but she
spoke frankly and affably ; she was
not troubled in her speech ; but grave,
courteous, tranquil.  Her dress was
without ornament and in the deport-
ment was nothing lax or feeble.

Holy Scripture tells us nothing of
the personal appearance of the Blessed
Virgin, and even the oldest accounts
contained in tradition do not agree
perfectly,  Artists, therefore have, not
followed slavishly the description
given by Epiphanius, but have em
bodied thelr ideal of motherly beauty
in their pictures. This accounts for
the surprising variety of Madonnas to
be found in all the great picture-
y| galleries, Besides, in the ages of
faith the painting of tho Madonnas
was a religious work for which the
artist often prepared by prayer and
. |tasting ; and most of the famons paint-
, |ers produced a great many. However
1| Mrs., Jameson, the celebrate art critie,
says that Ralphael's ** Madonna di San

Sigto,” in the Dresden Galiery—its
greatest ;_{Iury comes nearest 1o her
notton of the Virgin Mother of Our

Lord,
-

The more highly endowed and the
more highly cultivated the mind ba-
comes, the more thoroughly does it en-
ter into and understand the minds of
others, and the more the powor of in
_ | tellectual sympathy is strengthened
Charity is made the constant compan-
_|ionand perfection of all virtues : and
well it is for that virtue where it most
enters and longest stays,—Sprat.

T

»”




