" GHRISTIAN JUSTICE AND ITS OBLIGATIONS.

X B

tolic See, Bishop of Valleyfield. -
o the clergy, secular and regular,
roligious communities and all the
faithful of our diocese, health,
peace and benediction in Our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Pearly Beloved Brethren,—The first
~year of the newscentury is drawing
‘to a close. Thanks to the extraor-
dinary favors granted to the .entire
world by our Holy Father, the Pope,
extending to all the churches the
benefits of the jubilee, this first year
has been marked in our regard by
the most signal and the most con-
soling manife§tations of piety. In all
our parishes, eagerly responsive to
the zeal of their pastors, the faith-
ful have hastened to fulfil, on the
appointed days, the conditions of a
jubilee which would at once purify
their consciences, sanctify their souls
and be the starting point of a purer
jife, cf a more rigorous and more
faithful observance of the divine
commandments.

In order to confirm the good dis-
positions you have given evidence of
during the jubilee year, we take ad-
vantage of the occasion offered us
by its close and by the coming in
of tho new year, to converse with
yotii upon one of the most important
obligations of the Christian life,
that of justice.

1t is in God Himself, dearly belov-
ed brethren, that we must contem-
plate in the full acceptation oi the
word, in the entire breadth of its
moesning. It is difficult to diserimin-
ate between justice and sanctity,
which admits ne,ther’ imperfection
nor limit. It is by His justice that
Goud governs all things. It is be-
cause of this attribute of justice
that God's judgments are most, in-
exorably equitable; it is because of
this attribute that He rewards and
punishes. His justice has obtained
for us the Incarnation, God made
Man, in order to offer to God a com-
plete expiation for the sins of men.

Justice in God, with this quadru-
ple character of absolute sanctity, of

eguitable rule, of unerring adjudica-~

tior and of retribution commensur-
ate with merit, becomes, then, ' the
model of ‘justice in man, in the Chris-

« tian, who, created in the likeness of
God and celled to sanctity, should
let hin soul become irradiated with
the divine perfections, which he
shboulc reflect in all his conduct.

What, then, is justice in man? To
“hegin with, the assemblage of all
wvirtue practised with the help of
sgrace, so that a person would say
-of such a man : ‘‘He is a just man;’’
an expressign freely made use of by
‘the sacred writers.

e And it is in using this term in its
“full scnse that the saints in Heaven
_ave spoken of as the just; that is
to say, that after having practised
.all justice upon earth, they possess
4ts full reward in Heaven. ‘‘Blessed
sare they who hunger and thirst after
justice, for they shall be filled.”” St.
Matt v. 6.- But to define more
‘¢losely our subject, we shall say
“that justice is understood in a more
westricted sense as the virtue which
“Nnclines man to cede or render to
his neighbor all his rights.

‘Now this virtue may be exercised
in many spheres and under most di-
verse cirtumstances.

‘A citizen complies faithfully with

the laws of hjs country; he is just
tbefore the law. 4
_'.The State, by its representatives

in the different degrees of the social
organjzation,

amongst  the
honors, employments
this is an example of
justice.

The magistrate, from his tribunal,
exercises vindicative justice, when,
in the terms of the law and accord-
ing to the dictates of his con-
science, he liberates the innocent and
punishes the guilty. &

All these varied forms of justice
flow ‘from the same principle, name-
1y, that in ‘all things and every-

citizens themselves,
and offices;
distributive

. avhere, wesmust respect the rights of

Il and give toeach according t
‘his ‘merit. ; g
But it is of justice understood in
» 5till mors restrictod sense that we
uld to-day to recall its rig-
‘ous obligations. | ;
) satisfied with presiding 6ver
relations to pociety in gétéi«
ustice descends to the intimate

2

distributes equitably )

|
|

As to the faculties of the soul and
advantages of the body, evi-

the
can have no other do-

dently, man

| zainion over them than that of use;

he should preserve, develop and per-
fect his faculties and his powers, and
tend by means of them to his last.
ond, but he may not regard them
as his; he can not acquire, possess
and dispose of them, as he may of
exterior goods.

In fact, as to the'latter, man is
{ruly master when he possesses them
legitimately; for, the right of owner-
ship has not been devolved in a gen-
eral manner, upon humanity, as a
whole, but upon each man in parti-
cular, and upon each group of men
legally constituted a corporate body
and forming then, a distinct collect~
ive personality.

multiply and fill
the earth and subdue it and. rule
over the fishes of the sea, and the
fowls of the air, and all living cre-
atures that move upon the earth.
Behold, I have given yol every herb
bearing seed upon the earth and all
trees—to be your meat and it was so
i done.’”” Gen, I. 11.

This right of ownership has
foundation in nature herself

“Increase and

its
who

movements and independent of  all,
except of God. It has been solemnly
proclaimed by God, who has made it
the object of one of His
ments. It has always been recogniz-
na-

point have been developed
Apostles, and the Church, fulfilling
throughout the ages her mission of
protectress of all rights, has applied
herself especially to make this claim
of ownership acknowledged by and
rendered to all. E

Through her,slavery has disappear-
ed from the midst of Christian peo-
ples, and the liberty of the full pos-
session and the free disposal of pro-
perty, legally acquired, has been
rendered to everybody. "

The right of ownership is, #hen,
cacred, inviolable; it is the basis
of gll social organization, and, be-
couse it comes from God, it should
be protected by a divine virtue ;
this virtue is justice.

It is, in fact, justice, the faithful
interpreter of the divine will, who
says : ‘‘Thou shalt not steal.’”” Ex-
od.. xx., 15. That is to say, You
shall not take, nor keep, nor injure
unjustly what belongs to another,
and ‘‘You . shall render to Caesar
what belongs to Caesar.’’

For every man, the right of owner-
ship must be acquired by a legitim-
ate title; these titles are numerous.
The first is that of occupation, ef-
fected by a person before any other,
upon an object belonging to no one
and, consequently, without proprie-
tor. This title of first occupant
rurely occurs.in the actual state of
society.

Another title which in the greater
number of cases affirms itself is that

og labor. By the sacrifice made of
his time, his energy and his
strength, a man who has labored,

has*acquired a clear title to the
value of his labor, and becomes
thereby the unquestionable proprie-
tor of this value.

Legitimate succession which substi-
{utes the heir or legatee for the per-
son who has bequeathed his goods,
coniers tHis title. '

Prescription, that is to say, pos-
sesgion begun in good faith, with
the necessary titles and preserved
without interruption or dispute dur-
ing a period of time sufficiently long
gives also in cases defined by the
law o legitimate title to property.

In fine, the divers contracts in use
among men. and which serve to
trunsfer property from one to an-
other, establish in favor of the ac-
quirer, the same title as that pos-
sessed by the previous holder; as
deeds of sale, deeds of gift and deeds
of exchange.’ These contracts when
they are cfothéd in legal phraseo-
logy and when the goods -in ques-
1ion are legally at the frée disposal
of the possessor, become S0 many
means of establishing among men re-
“ations necessary to their welfare.

But to .accomplish this they must
be based upon the strictest justice,
and must be regulated '‘according to
its laws. "

The mission of justice is, in fact,
to” maintain among men in their
daily intercourse an equality compa-
“tible with those differences and:dis-
parities which are inevitable in fall-

eh humanity, and to search for the
aiaappearance of which would be in

1 vain. :
Med @iffer from one Another physi-

cally, - fntellectually and morally.
Health, *energy, talent, opt;)tr:dg,-
amhitions difier, and even if, to sup-
posa . the impo##iblé, it should hap-

Ginén t there

makes each man as such, free in hisg

command- j

ed and protected by civilized

tions; Jesus Christ reaffirmed it ;

our Saviour’s teachings upon this
by His!
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oseph Medard Fmard, by | the grace 'vantage the effects to the ownership lndllpgﬁl\abh wheel in the social or-

of God and the favor of the Apos- ©of which he may acquire: &  legal | zanjzation, The working class, the

| titde. most numerous and not the ‘lbout

ose

important, is formed of all
who by any manual labor whatever,
gain their daily bread and that of
their families, and, at the same
time, procure for society in every
branch of industry, all that is ned
cessary for the material prosperity
of humanity.

The workman, a man necessary to
society, fulfils, then, a double mis-
sion. Day after day he passes in
hard labor, serificing his health,
‘even life itself to gain bread for his
family. In this, he has for a model
Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, who
was & Workman and son of a work-
man and who, by the use of the car-
penter’s tools, protected his mother
from poverty and misery. The work-
man of Nazareth, behold the type of
the Christian artisan laboring for
his home!

Another
man is to aid society in the
that he follows; he labors
others; he engages himself in justice
to give his time, his attention, his
knowledge and all the gkill that he
possesses for the benefit of the per-
son who employs him. He must fur-
nish, besides, according to the termns
of his contract, the materials agreed
upon without, in any way, diminish-
ing; and, above all, never taking for
his own, things which belong to his
employer or to his customers. These
are fhe duties of his state. In re-
turn the workman has a clear, in-
alienable right to liberty, to respect
and, still more, to & just salary,
equivalent to the amount of labor
accomplished and capable of procur-
ing. forvhim an honest living, suit-
able to his condition. ““The bread
of the needy is the life of the poor;’
he that defrauded them thereof is a
man of blood.”” BEecl. xxxiv., 25. Ii
the wages of & workman are Wwith®
held from him, he and his are there-
by deprived of the food they need; is
not this, in a way, to be condemned
to death?

Accordingly, the pious Tobias gave
to his son this counsel : “If any man
hath done any work for thee, imme-
diately pay him his hire, and let not
the wages of thy Hired servant stay
with thee at all.”” Tobias, iv. 15.

This is, in fact, what St.. Paul
“Every workman is worthy of

mission of the working
trade
for

says :
hig hire.”” St. Luke, x. 7. And the
Council of Trent says: ‘‘They are

pillagers of the goods of others who
pay not their workmen or their ser-
vants the price due their labor.”
This is sufficient to make it evident
that the laws of justice should strict-
ly preside over the intercourse of
the working class amopg themselves
with their employers, and, generally
speaking, with all to whom their la~
bor is due

At the same time is made manifest
the obligation of equilable and just
conduct towards workmen and the
necessity of granting them in Aull
measure, what they gain so legitim-
ately.

No man, dear brethren, is sufficient
to himself. A nation cannot any
more than an individual procure for
itself all necessaries without ‘help
from’ without. Hence, commercial
relations among people, ‘as well as
among citizens.

Commerce, under one form or an-
other, is practised. by all men. Who

is there who has, not, every day,
something to buy, to sell, or to ex-
change?

In speaking of justice in commer-
cial transactions, we touch wupon a
subject of  universal interest, al-
though the special class of men who
make commerce their business is here
more directly concerned.

1t is very propable that justice en-
counters in commerce more occasions

for the . application of her laws,
while it is, at the same time, in the
various commercial transactions

that her precepts are more frequent-
ly transgressed. Commerce is indis-
pensable to man, yet, saith Holy
Scripture, ‘“As a stake sticketh fast
inn the midst of the joining of stones,
so aiso in the midst of selling and
buying, sin shall stick fast.”” Bccle.,
xxvii. ‘In ‘the merchant’'s calling
there are special dangers for the
soul on account of the great desire
a merchant has to become rich in a
short time. This desire, if disre-
garded, is capable of leading into
the gravest delusions, anyone who.
would fail to keep constantly before
his mind the dictates of probity and

good faith. ?
Whoever offers for sale; fiérchand-

his farm, or the merchant - behind
his counter, or simply a man who
wishes to get rid of some article by
" as seller, be guid-

lor in its commercial ummuon;
an

ise or provisions, be it'the case of’|
the farmer offering the produce of |'

Justice in its ~natural en

will depend its ulti d
this common good namse. constitutes
a public patrimony for the acquisi-
tion and the preservation of which
everyone should do his part by a
personal probity beyond reproach.
“Justice "exalteth nations,” because
God protecteth and blesseth them.
Justice for a people, as & Wwhole,
means the practice of this virtue by
all its citizens, Prov., xiv, 84,
Individual integrity is particularly
called for in those local co-opera~
tive societies based upon mutual
confidence where each puts in his
share of the common stock of agri-
cultural products and partakes of
the profits in proportion to his con-

tribution.
s

It is evident that in those co-oper-
ative enterprises whose object ig
the production Q( certain commodi-
ties for export, it is necessary, cost
what it may, for the peace of one’s
conscience and to preserve for his
own the esteem, respect and patron-
age of foreign countries,’ that every-
one concerned should be proof
against all dishonesty, guided at
every step by justice, and not sub-
ject to fear the visits of a civil offi-
cer, more or less strict. .

Men belonging to the %o-called lib-
eral professions, and, more pnrucp—
larly lawyers, on account of their
instruction, their standing ahd the
mandatory power with which they
are clothed, are in a position to ex-

ercise over their fellow-citizens, tl?e
most beneficial .influence. Their
and the

science, their social rank,
fact of their being the acknowledged
interpreters of the law, give to them
in all their proceedings an excep-
tional ascendency.

How cogent may be their agency
in establishing the reign of justice
among those who have recourse ﬂ1.0
their services for their calling is"a
veritable ministry!

After the vocation of the pries}—
hood it seems to us that there is
of

none more beautiful than that
the lawyer, who, with a right con-
a knowledge scrupulously

science,
kept up, frank in character, and
guileless in speech, always gives

heed to the minutest circumstances
of each caseé more anxious #bout the
rectitude of his conduct than its
legality. Such a man, far from
turning to his own profit, the spirit
of vengeance or dispute, endeavors
to conciliate minds, to settlé peace-
fully unimportant quarrels, to avoid
being drawn into yseless, unjust or
vexatious suits; for such is the re-
commendation of the Apostle. Prov,
xxviii, 24. In inevitable and justifi-
able lawsuits he shuns all occasions
of unfairness, he rejects g.ll false or
doubtful testimony and. Spares all
needless expense.

These men are the benefactors of
their fellow-citizens. Acting in this
spirit; they, on thejr own part, are
faithful to the laws of justice, and,
by their pure and elevated magis-
tracy, secure their observance by all
around -them. They form a direct
contrast with those intriguing and
ambitious lawyers to whom St. Aug-
ustine addresses this bitter yet well-
merited reproach. ‘‘Give back what
you have receives, ‘because you have
spoken against the truth when you
have pleaded to defend justice when
you have deceived the judges, when
you have trampled under foot the
right and caused the . lie to tri-
umph.”’

Holding the highest rank in so-
ciety are men possessing the esteem
and confidence of the citizens and
for that reason charged by them to
administer in their name and for the
common good all matters affecting
the well-being, material or moral
of the constituents by whom they
have been chosen. Thus, assuming
the heaviest responsibilities, the
gravest obligations, the duties they
have to fulfil are essentially based
upon justice. A man thus placed
should act towards his constituents
as ‘the head of a family, watching
dVer their interests, using his energv
for them, and, when the public good
conflicts with his private advantage,
he should put the latter in the back-
ground to give his preference to the
former.

Thé administrative acts of public
officers, as well as the acts proceed-
ing from other social relations must
then be conformable to the dictates
of justice, and it is strictly forbid-
den for them to make use of their
position to further their joWwn pri-
vate interests to the public detri-
ment, a position which they occupy
_solely for the public good. X

The same must be said of persons
holding subvrdingte - positions of |
ust and receiving a salary in pro-
\is:ruon to their labor. This salary

the just and full compensation for
‘their emplgyment and the ~public,
" t to them are as much en-

om them . coi

using any of it
for the gratification of his disorder-
ly passions. The wife is, on her
part, obliged to manage her house-
hold affairs with order and economy
thus rendering possible the judicious
application of the salary or earn-
ings of her husband, and so realiz-
ing in herself the portrait of the va~
liant worfian delineated by the Holy
Spirit Himself.
Having thus constantly before
their eyes this wnion of their par-
ents in labor and economy, children
will be formed from their earliest
years to reverence thsir father for
his hard labor. Putting to profit,
while ypung, tile advantages obtain-
ed for them By the self-imposed sa~
crifices of their father and mother,
when the’proper time arrives they
will add their labor to thé common
fund and never permit themselves to
abstract anything from their par-
ents for ‘‘He that stealeth anything
from his father, or from his mother;

and saith, ‘There is no sin,’ is the
partner of a ~murderer.’”’ . Prov.,
xxviii, 24.

Parents should show themselves

uncompromising in regard to their
children when inculcating the,notions
of justice and exacting of them the
practice of this virtue and a horror
of the least theft after the example
of Tobias, who, before tasting of the
kid which his wife had received,
said : “Take heed, lest perhaps it
be stolen, restore ye it to its own-
ers, for it is mot lawful for us eci-
ther to eat or to touch anything
that cometh by theft.”” Tobias, 1T,

21.

A first theft is’thé mark of a bad
inclination which must be corrected
at whatever cOSU iif the parents
would avoid the most terrible humi-
liations in the future. =

It often happens that aged par-
ents after having worked hard - and
long weakened by age agd exhaust-
ed by fatigue confiding in the affec-
tionate gratitude of their children
give themselves to them; that is to
say that after certain legal formal-
ities they give to them their pro-
perty abandoning themselves to their
mercy and expecting to receive in re-
turn for so great liberality the care
and attention necessary to their old
age. How great the obligations
flowing from such an act, and from
the particular situation in which it
places both parents and children.

A son who has thus received all his
father’s goods on the condition of
keeping, feeding, and maintaining
his aged parents if he has not an
upright conscience and an affection-
ate heart is exposed to fall short of
the most common claims of justice
as well as of the most ordinary
obligations of filial love.

Those, also, expose themselves to
sin against justice in regard to their
families who contract the unfortun-
ate habit of playing for money and
who fear not to risk and to lose
thereby considerable sums, whirh
are thus diverted from their legitim-
ate and honest use.

Experience teaches us but too well
how disastrous the passion for play
is, . for those who allow themselves
to be seduced by it. How many
families have, in a single day, been
thrown into discomfort and even
misery because the father has squan-
dered a part of his fortune at cards:
Cards, intemperance, worthless law-
suits are three, unfortunately, too
frequept sources of injustice and of
domestic affliction which it is our
duty to point out. .

the ordinary circumstances
of life it is almost impossible not
to contract debts. Moreover, debts
may be legitimate when they are in-
curred in-the daily course of com-
merce, and when they are contract-
ed on reasonable credit proportioned
to one’s resources, and with not on-
ly the intention of paying, but the
well-founded assurance of being able
to fulfil the obligation with exacti-
tude. From the moment debts be-
come due, they represent’ the pro-
perty of others which may not bé
retained without injustice.

It is necessary then to provide for
the full payment of a debt at the
date of its maturity. To refuse to
pay a legitimate debt would be to
violate the right of property. In or-
der not to hold others’ goods un-
justly, one must be able to impose
sacrifices upon himself, to deny him-
self what is superfluous, to limit
his expenditgire, to practise strict
economy, and, more than ever, pro-
portion his living expenses gnd those
of his family to the revenue that he
can dispose of, after making due al-
lowance for the obligations he has
to meet.

- The conscientious debtor is not one
of those persons of whom ly
Scripture speaks, “Who, till they
receive, kiss the hands of the lender,
and, in' promises, * humble their

Under

ifi., 21 )
’For, dearly beloved ‘brethren,
there is this difference between jus-
tice and the other OChristian vir-
tues; as for the latter the person
who has sinned against them has on-
1y to regret it and to accuse himselt
of his fault, to receive pardon,
while; in the case of the former vir-
tue, he who sins against it can only
be pardoned wWhen all'the wrong
committed against the neighbor, is
fully repaired by restitution. The
natural law itself imposes this oblig-
ation, insisted upon by all laws, hu-
man and divine, an obligation from
which God, the guardian of Jjustice,
Himself, eternal justice, could not
free a conscience. ‘“#And if that
wicked man restore the pledge and
what he‘had robbed,

render and
walk in the commandments of life,
' and do no unjust thing; .-he shall
surely live and shall not die.” FEz,
xxxiii, 15. ‘‘Render, therefore, to
Oaesar the things that are Cae-

sar’s.” St. Matt., xxii. “Neither......
thieves, nor covetous..... shall pos-
sess the Kingdom of God.” I Cor.,
vi., 10. :

Fven in this world, and this is an
axiom confirmed by experience, “I1-
gotten goods bring no profit.”
He who has been guilty of an in-
justice, either in. taking or in re-
taining what belongs to another, or
in causing damage %o his property
is then bound to make such compen-
sation as shall completely indemnify
for all loss sustained, unless he is
absolutely unable to do 80; in which
case he must obtain from his credit-
or that he relinquish his claim, or,
from his victim, the pardon of his
offence. 0 .

St. Augustine says that, in sins
against justice, rgpentnnce without
restitution is only a semblance of
repentance which cannot give eter-
nal life. “If I shall say to the
wicked: Thou shalt surely die; and
he do'penance for his sin...and ren-
der what_he had robbed... he shall
liye, and shall not die. None

sure!
of sing, which he committed,
shall imputed to him.” Ezechiel,

xxxiii¥ 14, 15, 16

Furthérmore—and it is important
to note ‘the fact—this obligation
bears down heavily upon all those
who have, in any way, direct or in-
direct been abettors, accomplices or
accessories of the injustice; he, for
instance, who has held something,
unjustly obtained by another, he by
whose order or command an injus-
tice has been perpetrated, he whose
duty it was, by office, to prevent
the act, and who, nevertheless, fail-
ed to do so—each in proportion ‘to
his share in the guilty deed, or to
the unlawful advantage he has reap-
ed from it, is obliged in conscience,
before God, to make restitution, and
this independently of the action of
human laws. Restitution alone —
whole, entire, complete—and made in
good faith, can right the wrong
which has been committed.

. But it’ often happens that the per-
son to whom restisution should be
made cannot be located, and is,
therefore, out, of reach. Although
restitution to the person injured, for
this or other similar reason be im-
possible yet, the obligation remains
and must be discharged by almsgiv-
ing. In cases of that sort the poor
may be substituted for the party ag-
grieved,“for ~such is God’s , will.
“Make to yourselves friends of the
mammon of iniquity. Luke, xvi, 9,
which is in__your possession but
which is no ours, and which you
cannot keep if you would, save your
soul. -~

Alt}mugh. in this letter, we have
been able to give but the merest
outline of the vast subject of Chris-
tian justice, yet, the-little that we
have-said should be sufficient to re-
call to your minds its principal
obligations. ‘It belongs to you now
to descend to the minutest details
of your life and question your con-
science demanding its testimony —
which it will not fail to give you —
in regard,to. the manner in which
you have, up to the present moment,
fulfilled the duties imposed upon
you by God Himself.

“The Christmas season brings us to
the " Crib of the Infant Jesus in
whom we adore our model, preemin-
ently, the Just One, He Who came
upon earth to establish there the
reign of justice and through jus-
tice, that of peace with God, with
one’s neighbor and with self. ‘‘Jus-
tice and peace have kissed.”’ Psalms,
Ixxxiv., 11.¢ A

In closing, dearly beloved - broth-

ren, with all the fervor of
our soul, we  call down the
most abundant blessings  of Our
Lord Jesus, Christ, through

“of 'His divine. Moth-

1 all, upon all the fam-

s diocese, upon all its par-
heir devoted pastors.

_presen: Pastoral Letter shall

d published firgt Sun- |
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