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Japan Mattings, cot-
fed edge, good py;.
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white, worth $1.00.
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of
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section only
‘readings
But, for
3 T cannot. understand !
how a college “of learned, - highly
educated men, who have made reli-
i ( base
their conflicting creeds—one and all-
upon .- the Bible alune, can believe
that they possess the truth, when
they admit that they do not under-
stand the Bible itsell, that parts of
it are incomprehensible as far as the
people are eoncerned, -and that the
wholé of it needs rémodelling, révising
amendment, in fine, & complete over-
hauling=-by falliblo. men—before it
can be used as a reliable standard
of Faith. ¥et this is what they ad-
mit, 2 B 8 o -

Here ig th;;lxistury of that com-
mission == 5

of- this commission, which® will re-
port to the approaching convention
in San Francisco, is being looked
forward ¢o with fhe deepest

est by !:othl::ry and laity. 1€
comumission had s birth in the con-
vention of 1895, when it was {
structed_ to teport to:the next con:
vention, in 1898, It did-so, but Tim-
ited its recoizmendations to

New Testamen i

by the House of Bighops and the
House of Dep: in order 'that it
i Ore complete - re-
Consideration ' of the
POLs

n consists of Bish-
tucky, chairman;
L . Hall, of Ver-
‘New-Hampshire, and

itlsburg, and
Y, Binney, - Body.

rendering of the text a8 are-  neeeg-
sary for its intelligent use.’* P
M this means anything, it means
that texts of the Bible require to be
‘altered in order to be made intelli-
gible, ‘Now, who 15 auwthorized to
make such alterations? . What evi-
dence have we that the persons 80
altering the texts are infullible? And
if not infallible, Why mutilate the
Bible? It must have been & bad busi.
ne#s for all the Frotestants, from
the days of Henry VIII, down, who
based their faith wpon a baok that
Wwas not intelligible.

In pointing out some of the
changes. to be made, the report says;

‘“There is a class of passages ' in
Seripture whick, owing to changes in
taste and feeling, need some para-
phrase to give ihe meaning of the
Ppassage without suggesting + to the
modern reader asscciations of a dis-
tasteful or distracting character.’’

I expect that this refers to 'the Old
Testament, Any wav it sounds queer:
to have the Bible re-written in lang-
uage suitable to modern times. What
would these worthy Bishops think of
the man whowould have “the pre-
. sumption to re-write Shakespedye or
Chavucer, because the works of both
contain some terms that are not
usually aceepted in our polite socje-
Ty, and others that are not at all
understood by the speakers of mod-
ern English?

I win quote one 'more passage
from this section of a report, and
then await the full report, which I
firtnly purpose nnal_v_zing They say :

"It has been the object: of the
commission to sift out of the very
large number of alterations made in
the familiar English text by the re-
vised version +' se which are really
important to make clear the sense

tfable tosthose in its
text are found in fhe margin of the
revised version. O of the

e with a view to
the best presentation of the English
Bible to the people of our time and
country. Thée American revisers often
suggest words-and phrases  better
‘adapted to. our needs thian those of
?i.,mgnsh translators of 1611 or
1881i°* - ¥

e

What T Want to know is this: i

tinve. the Bion was’ adopted Ithe Bible has been so fanlty, so un-

intelligible, and so unsuited to the
ordinary reader, how on earth could
it have been the sole rule of faith for
the millions that professed Protest-
antism, in one form or another, for
50 many centuries? If it was origin-
ally unsuited to modern times, how
could it have been inspired, or how
could it have become the medium of
Christ’s teachings to all future gen-
erations ?  And if. it was always
faulty * in  this regard, wheén, how,
under ‘what circumstances did Christ
commission any one to revise it?
if He did allow a faulty and
unintelligible book to become the
- medium  of all His teachings,
With the intention that its word-
ould be athended from time to
WE, to suit the altered conditions
1 society, He must-have appointed
-some infallible agent to perform that
important work of amendmant and
Hete coiues in the old for-
ula : Quis? Quid? Q2. Cur? Quom-
Quando? What %
did He want

/i



