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The treutinent (if Graves' disease by suigkal measures is now consi-

dereil by most surfjeons and many physicians as the only rational nietliod

i.f proci'diirt'. If one k'lieves the theory of Moehius, tliat the dLseiu>e ir>

('ue to e.vcessive set ivtioii and absorption of thyroid juiie, tlien it is most

li-gii'ul to remove the cause. Koclier holds tliat the failure of cure after

(jHTntion is due to the fact that not emmgli tliyroid tissue has been

cxci-ed. Physicians assert that in ten jwr eent. of cases tlie thyroid is

lot enlarged, and that in these cares surgical treatment would be of no

avail, but tlie evidence is only based on visual observation and palpation.

Xow, iin several cases on whidi I have operateil, the tliyroid has been

ppparently of a very small size, but on opening up the neciv a large mass

of thyroid was found l)eneath the sternum, and tiiis was not suspected

before operation. Again, cases of Graves' disease, where the gland has

develc,H'd dc^'cnerative changes, have changed into niy.xcedema.

1 do -.lot advocate operation in every case; for instance, in advanced

cases, "I-ere secondary dianges have taiven plwe and where tliere are

ten. i. , I omiting, diarrluea, great r stlessness, excessive tachy-

par-;- and con.'iderahle dilatation of the right heart, treatment

by oti. .iP iperative measures should l)e advised. No case should be

ope. 't^ii on until the surgeon has had it under observation Jor some

time and the patient has been carefully observed and the more urgent

symptoms have lieen allayed by rest, ice-bags, etc. Crilc Ijelieves that

'• psychic excitation " is the most dangerous factor in operations for

fJraves' disease, and is the chief cause of the hyperthyroidism from which

patients suffering from this affection die after operation. To avoid this

excitation, after liaving obtained from the relatives and friends leave to

ojK'rate, he does not tell the patient he is going to operate^ but some days

before operation be makes the patient inhale every morning some essen-

tial oil (such as eucalyptus) in the inhaler, at the same time applying

to the neck antiseptic dressings. On a given morning, having previously

giv«n a hypodermic injection of morphia and atropine, he substitutes an
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