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ANNUAL ADDRESS. :u

formed elsewhere the "zevug" or marriage malch for the foetUH.

TheTalmudic code is crowded with the most minute instructions
for the development of modesty and chastity. Thus, in the Mishuu
Treatise, Aboth, we read :

" he who has had an accidenial omiHsion
of semen is not to perform his ordinary devotions, much less the
minister, or one who is to pray for the many." The constitutions

concerning marriage, which fill a volume, give the most minute
directions with regard to the " rohoh keri," (qui vidit semen) in

other words, precautions to -irevent the use of the same for any
other purpose except that of raising virtuous children in Israel.

The act is to be performed with absence of all levity, and rather
with prayerful aspiration, that the issue may be for a " kiddush
hashem," i. e., to promote the sanctification of God's name, in

darkness and with all modesty. Early marriages are most strictly

enjoined as a consequence of all this. " Ho who does not marry
and raise children causes the divine presence (Shechinah) to

depart from Israel," see Yoreh Deah, p. 1. Again: " he who has
no wife is not to be called a man ; but when he marries and has
children, his sins will be forgiven him." A man who knowingly
marries a barren woman is denounced as a fornicator—Yoreh
Deah.

The result ofsuch teaching is evident among the Jewish people.
They are singularly free from the detestable crime to which I
am alluding, and from that other, anterior to it, for which I can
find no name, but which is so repugnant to the designs of the
Creator.

WHAT ARE ITS LEGAL ASPECTS.

According to law, causing or procuring abortion is a felony

—

a "crimen animo felleo perpetratum "—with a bitter or gallish

inclination—a crime which at common law occasioned the for-

feiture of lands and goods, and is classed with suicide and man-
slaughter. It is not, indeed, murder in the eyes of the law, for in

order to make the killing, murder, says Stephens, it is requisite
that the person killed be a reasonable creature, in being, and
under the King's peace at the time of the killing. To kill a child
in its mother's womb, therefore, falls under a different description
of crime. But it approaches more nearly to murder, and murder
most cowardly, than any other crime; for it cannot be pleaded
that it is done without malice aforethought. The malice prepense,
militia prcecogitata, does not require to be towards the unknown,


