
THE PLANTER'S SON.
Cyrus Hall McCormick was born February „, ,809, in Walnut Grove, Rockbridge County. Virginia, of Scolch-Irish descent. Died in Chicago, May ,3, ,884.
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the century Cyrus Hall McCormick was a lad in his teens, living on a farm in Virginia, and watching his father try in vain tomake a reapnig machine. Some of h,s time was spent at the public school but most of it was passed in helping on the plantation. This being a large
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''"' *-'"'' ""'"'• ^ '-'''•P'-'"^'^'-'^ «h"l'' ""'» ^ blacksmithy. which the planters son found more interesting to hit turn ofrn.nd than books and tutors His talent tor mechanical invention was hereditary, his father, Robert McCormick, having invented a hemp breaker a
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^'"'' ^ """" '^'^' '" '^"'P P""'" '" "•^^P'"« ^^•'"' '^'^"- Two years after this he invented a hillside plow,^^h.ch was the first self-sharpen.ng plow ever made. With his faculty for invention he keenly watched his father, Robert McCormick's efforts in

t^lm'TZn^^^t !°\TuT'r
''?"""' '''"" attempted in vain -a machine for reaping. Gradually he became absorbed in the same

of thelXy ^ ' ^^ ^^ ^^"'' "'''''^'^ '° '"' ^^'" ^' '' ''^"^' '" '^" field-gradually his fertile mind made the master-stroke

SIX SUCCESSFUL STEPS IN THE LIFE OF MoCORMICK.

MAKING THE FIRST REAPER. HIS OWN SALESMAN. HIS FIRST CON' QOINO TO CUROPC. VICTOR AT THE FIRST EXHIBITION. DECORATED By NAPOLEON U'.

In iS3i-when Mr. McCormick was only twenty-two years oic. -this reaper was tested before a number of leading Virginia farmers It cutseveral acres of oats successfully. The year following it harvested fifty acres of wheat. It was a success, but just at that tLeftheTron-smdtingbusiness promising quicker returns, the young inventor's attention was diverted into another channel. In 1837 he returned to the reaper, which hehad previous y secured to h.m by patents, made several valuable improvements, and began to manufacture them for sale. In 1845 he had 100manufactured at Cincinnati. Two years after that he moved to Chicago, where he set up his own factory L. the first works
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' ^^ ^^^^..^^.^ ...o .uvcuL.u.i as a ciuhs ueuveen an Astiey cnanot. a whee barrow, and a flv ng machine " butust as promptly, after It was tested on Mechis- celebrated experimental farm, made the amende by declaring •• the McCormick Rea^e^to be worththe Cost ot the entire Exposition.
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'""^ •"^'J'^ McCormick and the reaper famous in Europe and America. He was awarded the Cross of the
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'"''"' '" '"' '''''"'' '"="''"^>' °' ^"^"'=^- "" '''' '^"""^^^ ^^ '''^^'"g d°"« -""^^ ^°«- agriculture than any other manC> rus Hall A cCormick was he inventor of the reaper and the founder of our business. We delight to honor his name, and thir, wc do by carryineforward our great enterprise on his lines of honest, durable machines, fair dealing, and the giving of more than value for every Mar received
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