
w.

r

CHABACTBK OF ABEAHAM. 41

wig"-rbqair«d infinitely more faith an< resignation tban

Abraham had previously exer^iaed. Compared with that

iiiith which this extraordinary trial rendered necessary
,
^all

former iUustrations were but experiments-mere rays of that

clear- ndbn^ay sunBhine of impUcit aud holy confidenco

which ho now exhibited.
'

"

But by what process did he bedome possessed of this Ex-

alted and radiant faith P BycontinuaUy exercising himself
^

in the wiU of God, By expanding his trust ^nlUmighty

' Wisdom, in proportion to the development of thjt provi-

donee by which he was so wlUingly led. Abraham had gra-.

dually tod imperceptibly to himself, arrived at this gl<mm»

triunU of faith over human feelings/and frai tieS. What

then does this teach P That the sj;>iri\ual life is^prOI/^-^^^^-"

Si nature-that,t*e tru* streJgiJi of ^th i« acqu^ed

only by.the texjeri^ce of trials^t.the.chrHtmn 'ought to

bfcome mo»^ coimisrcmM. aftei^^ 8<feces8ive tr^^

. There is. however, on^ifoint in particular to %hirh I

would can your attention by way of profitably co^:deriug

,thi. importantWt of t^e history>nd character of Abraliarn^.

:^mely:that«eA>)rahamconldso rm.I./jf and ««/««y.i«//^

:^ims^ft.the.o^n*-^^
r^ in^its ^iH^'^ many christians emin^ for pie^.

^ten ihow area* rel«c<«r«.e when req«i,;ed to yield .olt.e«xm.,

lar ofejcct of affection to the Divine Will. , .

Christian faith is often greatly deficient when coi^par^

wkSaTwhich charp^t^risedihe patriarchal age
^f^^^-^^

ZuhstLding all the noble iUust^atiops an|^ examples ^,ch

Ire^eTbefor^ us in Holy Scripture, and ulf tho,e biiiliant

S^^devot^on and s^nfice wi«i fhidi^^^
nished'intljW lives of the ancient martyra. ther« is too little

r^;^ntday t6 indicate theexUt.^^

^ ^da^of chri8«ian fait^. Those who
^»»-f

^^^'^^^
Sties'' of enduring piety, liave been ^n.d to ^^^^

: : ll aM learning in raising futile pf^^-^^J^^
fundamental principles of our holy rebgion.. l^^^^^^;^

ayingthe history of the Old Testament worthies, .ior the
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