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gr(i(rr(i|i1ii«'al ii'|iriM'iiUilt<)iis, wliitOi rfiuli'r it iiulis|Hiiiuil)lt' lur iu
0)(|HNiitor tt> Ik? t'umiliar with lUicimit litcrutiire. And iiut uiily mt,

liiit it will Ih> fuiiiul that scarculy^^a single science which has Htopu

the t()«t of n nitiunal invt.'stigutidn, has liccn ovcrlbokcd by the

Niicretl writera. The Hihlo luis been pmvcd U>. Ix) the great toxt-

liouk of science, uud often tho contents of an entire human volume
are discovered in one of it^ verses. To select only one of the

niuny. St. .htnies tells us that '* every good gitl and every perfect

gift 18 from aliove, and cometli down from the Fatherof lights, with
whom is n6 variableness, neither shadow of turning.'* Who can
fail to discover here a reference to the solar system? Yet to a
modern philosopher is given the credit of enlightening the world
<U(x>n this subject

!

t Biit I need not multiply oyamples. Ifany man is in doubt ofthe

Eropriety of learning in the Christian minister, let him acquaint
imseJfwith the WritingsofPaley^ of Dick, ofChalmers, of Wesley,

of Watson, and others, wlio have completely refuted the cavils of
the most accbniplishod inhjdels, and ishown that the Bible stands,

as ever, an impregnable fortress against the attacks of its most
determined foes. By such men, how triumphantly has that in-

famous maxim, ** Ignorance is the mother of devotion,** been
hurled back into the teeth of the infidel, and the truth of God
vindicated ! Altliougli all men linve not the facilities for liecoming
thus extensively learnod, all may improve their minds. The
Discipline ofour Church luis wisely provided that every candidate
for holy orders must pass through a certain course of studies. But
it obliges no one to stop here. Education is the business of life. I

envy not the mental condition of that minister who can settle

down in habits of indolence—spending his precious time in idle

gossip—indulging in sensual gratifications, and neglecting to in-

crease his stock of ideas. I pity the people to whom he ministers.

Bi^t above all, I would grieve to be his successor in any charge; As
*' evil commuuications corrupt good mandens", and bad habits are
contagiouSjT should expect to meet with an unf<^tnnai;e set of
parishioners. How riuich better for the rainistejfl^to take JPmd's
advice to Timothy, and " give attendalico to reading' *'

I remark lastly on ministerial qualifications, that the nlinistigr,

whatever may be his attainments, must be sent. It will not do for

him[to run of his own accord !^he must cpme from his sovereign,

wit^NO^e Credentials of his authority ; otherwise he will not be
received by the nation to which he r^sof^. And if he were,re>-
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*/AmoM; the " bad habitsV above refenred to, the ute of tobacco deserves a special

notice. (Mtwing, smoking, and tnvff-taking are extensively practiced by itinerant:

pTQachen at the present tinie, ' The evil is physiological, mental, and moral. Thete
te^m t9 be an extraordinary fatality attending some ministers. They are volunta:ty

sl<tve> td thin revolting drug. I fear that the doctrine of ulf-denud mu3t be enforced
by them with a bad grace.
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