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GOD W/TJI as, AS WITH OUR FA THERS 35

rn^f, singiiig, soinotiines m twos an(J[ threos, and somutimes

alone
—

'

' A," My flwl, I am Thine, what a Doinfiirt divine,

V. Wliat a pleating to know that my Joans ia mine « •

'

\vln the heavenly Lamb thrice happy I am,

A^nd my heart it doth danou at the sound of Hit nama."

These are otjr Methodist " fathers "—men wonderfully like

^- the first CVnistians. My sketch is rough and rapid, but-

I belieVe it \is true to life; and looking at their faith,

at their love, At their zeal, at their holine$s, and at their

happiness, do you wonder that God used them for His:

^lory ? . They were few, they were poor, many of them un-

leariied, and they had against them all the power of men and

devils; but God's strength was made pertlect in their weak-
° ne^, and they have called into existence, as the result of

their glorious labours, the largest Protestant Church in the

world.

And who can doubt that God"^as with our fathers"?

" liistefTto their testimony, read their books, ^nd always,

and ^.everywhere, you meet .with the declaration, ""The

best of all is, God is with us." Yes, He was with'theni

life, strengthening, guiding, comforting, and deliver-

And He was with Uiem in death, bearing theni

up, and making them more than conquerors. '' Ah 1 " said

an old doctor to Adam Clarke on meeting hifu down this

very road, when the cholera was raging in the neighbour-

bpod, and he had seen many- of the Methodists passing >nto

eternity, " Adam, thy people die well." Glory be to God,

they did die well! and the secret was that God was with

tiieni. With them in their labours when they toiled, and

with them in their sufferings and weakness w,hen.they died,

and after death He took thiBm to he withHrni" in heavenfor

ever. Is not our gathering here to-night a proof that God wa»
with them? Go back, as many of tis Jjave been doing to-day,

'

one hundred an4 fifty years .
—Then there waa-no Methodism

A-.tn

ing them.
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