
Cnmlh i« spiritual charactrr like every other kiu.l of jjn.mh i»

-slow anil KroiloMl.

If Iherefore a iHtrfwii enter* the InlernieliaU- Life in a very ini-

.x-rfecl state of K«-ac«^. «itli a Clirislia.i character, hardly ilevelo|«.l at

all. he nuwt not expect that hi» lot. a* lonR a.s he reniatn* in that

^tnte. will »>e cast with those of whr.ni we read in Hel.. xu. "The

•tpiritH of jnst men made jwrrecl."

There is yet another conwderalioti which mnst not he lost Mght

of in this part of our subject.

ThinV ot earth's l.loody battlefields strewn with the oead :
Think

of what we read of almost every day in our newspai)ers ;
tl .se api>all-

inK catastrophies. those railway acci<lenls. those mini „ horrors.

those shipwrecks, earthcpiakes. cyclones, tidal waves, and so on. by

which thousjinds of our fellow-creatures are suddenly taken from the

Life on earth to the Intermediate Life in Hades.

How it militates the inevitable sadness whi'-h we mu.st feel when

vvc read of those fields of battle, and of those frequent a!:«l variou>

catastrophies. if we can briuK ourselves to believe that «leath d(K:s »ol

fii.l all
• that the school of earth may lie followe<l by a higher school,

the sclHM.l of the Intermediate Life in Hades, where the imperfect

work of grace be«un on earth will lie carried on and perfecte.1 :

Where the Christian character, hardly formed here, will be devel-^ped

and nnfoldetl.

Have we any Scriptural warrant for this exi)ectation ?

There ave manv passages in our N. T. which V)ear with more or

less clearness on this point. There are however two in particular

which I would commend to your thoughtful consideration.

In the 4th Chapter of St. Paul's Kpistle to the Kphesiansit ap-

l>ears that among our Lonl's objects in giving the Christian Ministry

were these :
" The perfecting of the saints :

" and the bringing of His

people "unto a perfect man, unto the mecsure of the stature of the

fulness of Christ."

Will any one venture to assert that these objects have been a.s

yet attained by ny portion of the Church of Gwl on earth ?

Have anv of God's saints on earth been perfected? Among the

holiest of God's people have we as yet seen any who have reached


