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lirodiiii.- i1k- luM\i(.>t criip Ijiit ;^ii()il rclunis can \>v n'liaiiucl Irmn

siilt clav or sand. .\s the rncjts i,'(i (k-t-p, the cliaractiT ol tin siil)--iiil

is more impoitant tliaii that of ilie siirlacc. .A well draiutil siihsoil

is iieiTssary for tiie proper clevelopnieiit of tiie i)lant ami stagnant

water lias ahva>s an injurious effi-ct. 'i'l^e roots penetrate so far

that tl. I-ial IVa is very resistant to (lrou,i;ht.

Agricultural value: The wihl plant has a hitter taste ami is

noL liked by stock. It is ahso elaimed th.it il is apt to cause serioi

illness. The cultivated \ariity has rio hitler taste: it is richer in

iuitriti\e constilueiits and its feeding \aliie is nuich greater.

The at;ricultural \aliie of I'lal Tea is soniewh.it disputed. Il

is claimed that it is a valuable forage i)lant, especialls when used as

h.iy in mixtures, but the results obtained from experiments do not

encourage its being grown on a large scale. It cannot be recom-

mended for short rotations.

Fodder: When grown for lia>- it shf)uld be cut as soon as the

flowers begin to appear or the stems begin to lodge. As growth

starts early in spring and ccjntinues during the whole season, two

or three cuttings can be taken from the second >ear on.

Seed growing: The best results are obtained on light, sand>-

soil, the croj) reaching its full size during the third and fourth years.

Harvesting is dilVicult because the pods ripen unexenly and break u\>

in hot weather, scattering the seeds. They are generally hand pi(

as soon as tl;e\- are ripe.
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Quality of seed: The seeds arc about the same size and shape

as those of \etches, brown, their surface being lineK' roughened b\-

a delicate netdike system of curved and branched \eins.

Uusb.uulry i.* an art so ycntlr. -o luniuinc. thai niUlre~?like s^liC make? all tho^o wl.o 'ook on luT

or listen <o lier voice inttlliBeni of herself at orxc. Many a le>son dors she herself imiatt ho« host

to try conclusions with her. bee, for instance, how tlie \ine. making a ladder of the nearest trie

whereon to clim^ 'nforms us that it needs sunort.— Xenophon, The luovvmut, .)J-)-3 = 5 H C.

Methouuht 1 came to considei the wonderful action.^ whi, h the Fovcreitn has commanded N.il ure

to perf.irm, and amoncst other tliinss I gaied upon the branches of the vines, peas and gourds which

seem, to h ivp some feeling and knowlerlgc of their weakly nature; for being unable to support them-

selves, they threw out certain small arms, like threads, into the air. and finding some small branch or

bougli. proceeded to bind and attach themselves to it. without separating from it again, in order to

support the parts of their weakly nature.—Bernard Palissy. Jirdin DtUtlaHr. 1508-S9.


