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Scene I] THE MERCHANT OF VI:\ICE 69

Gra. lieg that thou mayst have leave to han^ thyself-
And vrt, thy wealth beiri)? forfeit to the stale,
Thou hast not left the vahie of a (ord;

'
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Th.refore thou must be han^'d at the state's charKe.

Ihike. That thou shalt see the (litTireme of our spirits
[
pardon thee thy life Ixffore thou ask it:

For half thy wealth, it is Antonio's;
The other half comes to the general state, »«

|\Vhi(li humbleness may drive unto a fine.'

For. Ay, for the state, not for Antonio.
Shy. Nay, take my life and all; pardon not that:

\ou take my house when you do take the prop

I

That doth sustain my house; vou take mv life "o
jWhen you do take the means whereby I live.

For. What mercy can you render him, Antonio?
Gra. A halter gratis; nothing else, for (lod's sake.
Ant. So please my lord the duke and al! the court

IT.) quit the fine for one-half of his goods, m
[I am content,—so he will let me have
jThc other half in use,—to render it,

iTpon his death, unto the gentleman
jThat lati stole his daughter:
iTuo thii 4s provided more, that, for this favour, wo
IHc presently become a Christian;
iThe other, that he do record a gift,

iHtre in the court, of all he dies possess'd of
irnto his scm Lorenzo and his daughter.
I Duke. He shall do this, or else I do recant m
jThc pardon that I late pronounced here.

For. Art thou contented, Jew? what dost thou say?
Shy. 1 am content.
''"''• Clerk, draw a deed of gift.
Shy. I pray you, give me leave to go from hence;

|1 am not well: send the deed after me,
jAnd I will sign it.

^Jtke. Get thee gone, but do it.

6>rt. In christening shalt thou have two godfathers:

I

Had I been judge, thou shouldst have had ten more,

Iml^i'^'^r
fine-Your Ininihic tnireaty may induce me tocommute for a fine
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