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j."'"''"'' ""p '^"'^' rcmarkalilc feature of the ncv lifr. whidi «in<-.the discovery ut -•e:,m power and ihe .-oiisciiieMt c<ml»i.,al and enmtila.

tive .level, .piniiu .f > .ninien-ial and iiuln-trial aeiiviiv. lia» become tren-
eral tliroiiRhoiit the wr.rld. is tlie snl>ordination of aKricultnrc fnmi lir,proper plaee a . the head .nd front of all human aetivity to a position nwhich It IS regarded, at least hy most untl inking men, with a careless

in some cases horderin, on contempt.
rh,-.t, under modern condition; in civilised countriei, the massen

f the i'npo-tance of agriculture as the primal
have already lost sight
factor in human alTairs, i evidenced in many different wavs.

Among these may l,c mentioned the constant and ever increasinu
.rend cityward, as shown by the growing iirefionderence of urban .)ver
rural population

;
the tendency of the farmer's son to abandon agriculture

for c mmercial pursuits or for one or oth«r of the so-called higher pro-
fessions and the superior attitude unwarrant;>.bly assumed b manv ci-v
u'vellers towards their country cousins.

Even in these great western provinces, where agriculture is ani
will always continue to be. t'.e leading industry, we find in our urban
communities a woeful lack of proper perspective in this regard.

This is shown by tiie tendency to build up and develop, la. .elv
through artificial means, cities and other centres of population witliou't
any apparent regard or consideration for the welfare or interests of tli-
tillers of the soil in the territory tributary to these centres, and on
which they must of necessity depend for their future maintenance and
'•Tport.

In the hurly-burly o! present day life, the farmer vould appear to
be a scarcely considered factor, although, without him and his produce,
the vyh.els of commerce would not revolve for a single day, while if
farming operations throughout the world were suspended for but one
week, our whole commercial and industrial fabric would fall to pieces
and It is best not to think what would happen to the so-called giants ol
finance.

While th- masses aie i'.us too generally prone to ignore, or rather
overlook, the importance of the farmer, it is fortunate that in all civilized
communiti'.'s there is to be found a different elemont consi.iting of intel-
ligent and th-ughtful men who devote their lives and energies to ilie
betterment o. agriculture ind the improvement of agricultural methou.*
both scientific and practical.

It may be laid down as a general rule that the more highlv civilised
a country is, and the more fully developed its agriculture, the'greatcv is
the consideration shown towards those engaged in this pursuit.

The personal verification o! t lis statement would lead to many sur-
prises among these unfamiliar with agricultural conditions in the o'der
countries of the world.

Those of us who h ve watched the growth o. settlement on the?e
western prairies have o.ten observed the mutual benefit derived from
the commingling in close neighborhood of tillers of the soil from maiiv


