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changes is through education, 
as well as research and 
development.

In 1984, the Federal 
Government promised to 
allocate 2.5% of the Gross Na
tional Product to research and 
development. To date this 
amount has not been provided. 
Jane thinks that now it is even 
more important that this fun
ding be made available. 
“Canadian students desperate
ly need these funds in order to 
have a prosperous future”, she 
says.

In her role as CFS Chairper
son, Arnold is going to lobby 
for a more federal approach to 
post-secondary education: 
“Taking more responsibility 
for higher education will force 
the federal government to see 
the desperate needs Canadian 
institutions are faced with. 
Hopefully then they will give 
the funds that will improve the 
accessibility and quality of 
post-secondary education.”

Stéphane Comeau 
Julie Hirschfield

The main objective of CFS is 
to lobby the federal govern
ment on issues that directly af
fect Canadian students. An im
portant issue is how provincial 
and federal funding effects the 
accessibility of post-secondary 
education.

Jane thinks that underfun- J 
ding is a serious problem and , 
she is determined to make a 
change. Education is constitu
tionally the responsibility of 
the provinces, although the 
federal government provides 
aid through transfer payments 
and Research grants. CFS 
maintains that this is still not 
enough to fit the ever increas
ing bill of educational costs 
and that as a result, this short
fall is made up through raised 
tuition fees.

Arnold believes that high 
tuition costs present many 
Canadians from obtaining ex
posure to higher education. As j 
costs keep increasing, fewer • 
qualified people will graduate 
into the Canadian economy. 
She is also concerned that 
Canadians will have to strug
gle to keep up with current 
world markets.

The new year brings with it 
the highly competitive Free 
Trade deal. CFS believes that 
Canada’s success with Free 
Trade will depend on our 
economy’s ability to keep up 
with the many diverse 
technological and social ad
vancements, and that the best 
way to prepare for these
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says, but claims the province 
only afford to offer long 

term solutions. King em- 
phaizes the need to cut the pro
vincial deficit and the impor
tance of getting funding for 
projects that the province 
needs. King says he would 
“feel better by having the 
Trans Canada Highway fund
ed, which provides jobs and 
gives up something we need, 
rather than just an endless toll 
of increased grants. “But he 
also says increased funding will 
be needed to train New 
Brunswickers so as to be more 
competitive.
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education has far reaching im- 
jlications. Opportunities 
squandered may 
regained...CFS: Quality of Education never be

The The importance of higher 
education in today’s 
information-oriented world is 
undeniable. It is clear from the 
statistics and views quoted 
earlier that higher education 
has not been as high on the 
provincial governments’ list of 
priorities as many people think 
it should be. It is also quite 
likely that the quality of 
education isn’t what it could 
be: is quality adversly affected 
by a higher student/teacher 
ratio? by the lack of certain 
books or journals in the 
libraries? by not having up-to- 
date lab equipment? One thing 
is certain, though, how high a 
priority is given to higher

National
Lobby1987

accom- 
imposed 
mber of
33% fai

lle size of 
5 remain- 
size. To 

ilem the 
iniversity 
i the cost 
; to such 
ly rising 
riodicals. 
nion that 
:an’t con-

Jane Arnold hopes to play a 
major role in improving the 
prospects for Canadian 
students. As the Chairperson 
electof the Canadian Federa
tion of Students (CFS), she will 
be the spokesperson for over 
400,000 students currently 
enrolled in post-secondary 
schools from coast to coast.
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