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A f ew weeks ago during rehearsal, Martha
Thigpen ay onthe tg lo of NewYork's
famou etropo litnprIn a cQsýtune of
tattered suede, and gazed out at the empty
theatre.

"'m really herel" she thought.
It was a small raie - Ortlinde, one of the

eight Vakyres in Wagner's Die Wallcure -
but it's still an impýortnt step for the soprano
f romn Louisiana.

This week Thigpen takes another big step,
in Edmonton: singâing ber first Tosca, the tktle
raIe In Pucclni's popular opera wblic ends
the Edmonton Opera's season.

"Tosca is bigger than ifef Tblgpen sald.
"She's a great opera singer In Rame, with ait
the temperament of abig opera star today, 1
love ber fire and passion.'

Thigpen will be singng the Sunday after-
noon performance of Tosca, which is a
budget-priced matinee aimed at students
and music loyers who don't subscribe, or
cant afford tickets ta the opera's main series,
where Carol Neblett will sing the raie.

First performed in 1900, Tosca has been
called a "shabby little shocker». by one ecmi-
nent music scholar, but is adored by opera
fans for its gutsy energy and lush melodies. In
swift, dramatic strokes Puccini tells a dra-
matic tale of love, jeaiousy and politlcs, wth
a villain who threatens ta torture Tosca's
lover ta death-, f she doesn!t yleld -to bis:.
embraces.

t's frustrating ta sing lms one perfor-
mance, because Thigpen won't fnd out bow
ber stamina bolds up hn ibis challenging rtle
over a series of f ive or six performances,
which is the custamary situation in an opera
house.
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Thigpen has sung the Countesin Moiartès
Marrlage of Figaro, and Minnie in P"cnis
The Girl 0f The Gokien West, and ber voce
is appropriateIy described as a fuitli1 c
soprano. She wants ta do some Verdi,b C

bhae a few years froni now. kigbt n ow s4 .s
learning the rôle of Mlcaela, the virtuous
Wairind of Don ion, in Carmm.

"Puccini is bam-bam: there's a dramatic
explosion, then you have to pull back. It's
very exditing,'I Thigpen says. 'Wagner, on
the other hand, has ta be sustained for long

Good aid fashîoned Amerîcan cowboy ethics

Shepard off-offmJasper
byRaidi Snlhe,

Aliens, cowboys and a '57 Chevy. A
warehouse-turned-theatr,wîth "Urban De-
cayl spray-painted on de side (more neatly
than the sign announcing the show on the
front). Throw in two plays for the price of
ane, and what do you have?

You have the Tiger HiilI Theatre, Edmon-
ton's newest and possibly most experimental
theatre company. They are offering Sam
Shepard's Cowboys #2 and The Unseen
Hand, in what. is being optimisticaiiy called
the Café Theatre. The show opened yester-
day, and runs until this Sunday.

CoýWbys #2 is a two-man play written by
Shepard in 1967. In the words of Tger Hill's
Amie MacPherson, it "explores the imprôvi-
sational nature of what theatre can be," and
"blows apart the parameters of theatrical
experience." It involves two men in 'a smail,
undefined space ... playing Improvisationai
theatre games ... ta keep themselves alive.'

Cowboys #2 was added ta the bill in order
ta provide "a cohesive eveniný of theatoe,»
and is a new plece for Tiger HilI. The com-
pany came together-initlally for last year's
Fringe Festival, where they did the Unseen
I-fnd ta good reviews.

This is where the promised cowýboys, allens
and Chevrolet camne in, along wvith an aging
cheerleader. The plot of this camedy deat
With a 120 year-old cowboy retumning from
the dead ta go shoot up the alien's planet.The Chevy represents gaod otd-fasioned
American cowboy ethics, vanishlng before
technalogy. l'm nat sure about the cheer-
leader yet.

Given some of the logistical difficulties
encountered, it is amazing that the play was
presentedthe first time, let atone this pro-
duction. Witness the tactical squad from the
police breaking into a rehearsal in a garage in

order ta break up whatever evil deeds were
being done there. They had been alerted by
an innocent passer-by, and upon arrivai had
indeed determined that theoe was some-
thing dastardly going down. Fortunately,
order was restored wthout bloodshed.

The other major problem involved the
main part of the set .. the '57 Cbevy. The
play waso iinalIyschechuled tago ina space
the car could be rolled into, bu t was moved
ta the second story Mfing's restaurant.« ln
what the perpetrators caîl a "triumph of
ingenuity", the car was cut into three pieces,
carried up the stairs, and bolted back
together again. The current space, needless
t ay, bas a BIG garage door, ground level.

MacPIierson says the other benefit is the
similarlty between Tiger Hil's spaoe, and the
original used by Shepard. At the time (1969),
Shepard was "off-off-Broadway, and we're
sort of off-off Jasper,ff he said.

The reason for uslng the same play as at
the Fringe - with two actors returning, and
tbree new cast members - is ta finish wbat
was started. »We had barely saratched the
surface.. . the Fringe got us into exploring
Shepard," said MacPherson, »(now) we are
trying to do him justice."

As weti, the cast is dolng their own direc-
tion, whlch is a first at the professional level
for ait of tbemn. Four of the five cast members
are recent graduates of the U of A acting
program.

The Café Theatre is located at 10164 - 96
Sreet. Shows are at 8 pm., plus 2 pmn. mati-
nees on Saturday and Sunday. Tickets are
available at BASS or the door, and cost $7.

One final note - this is not the best area of
downtown ta travel late at night. Theatre-
goers are advised to travel in packs, small.
herds, or at least couples. Handguns optional.
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