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Indian. The word evokes tboughts of cbeap whis-
key in paper bags, sleazy bars and rün-down
government housin.

«lndian" is a word nat ta bespoken around anyone
under the age of 12 o r over 65.

Indians are a people misunderstood.
Native American Indians are plagued by an iii repu-

tation brought abo~ut fot by their personal weàkness
but by circumstance. This ane-time people-of-nature
has been transported from the great plains ta slusn
housing and make-sblft reservationsand are expected
to be happy wlth what tbey are given.

Self respect and indeperidence gone, the Indians
turfi ta alcohol, arippling despair and absolute self-
destruction. One must wonder why these people are
devastated. Lack of intelligence? Lak of motivation?
iLack of initiative, enthusiasm, gusto, gumption, piz-
azz, wbat-it-takes? No.- Lack of favorable circum-
stance and equal opportunity are ta blame.

We must camne ta know the Indians not for who
tbiey are today but for who tbey were and wbo thev
shauld have been had it flot been'for the total
destruc-tion of their soclo-economic, familial, and
politicai basis by the Enro

penexplorers in the eariy E rp
in 1789, the U.S. Cong The Euo e

ress signed a written oath
statig tmstgod stuffed their

falth shah always downInd1 a
observed towards tedOva u
Indians; their iandsand,

property shali never be-t-kn-om them
withauttbeir consent; and, in their property,
rights, and liberty they shail neyer be invaded
or disturbe, unless in just and lIaw*ars
authorizedby Congress."

Wbat foliowed this oath of congress was a century-
long breach of ptomise. By 19M, Amnerican native
peoples bad been confined-ta reseivations amount-
lng ta 4% of the land in the USA. Today Indian reser-
vations consume a whopping 2% of thse mainiand
United states.-Canadian Indians arm blessed with a generaus
0.25% of thse nation 's land. These people bave been
treateI like secondary life forms sinoe Columbus (thse
wrongly famed discoverer of Amerlca)._

Thse indians are gien no credit for their discovery
of and contribution ta the America.

len thousand years before the birtis of Christo,
Indians crossed what was dthe .1, 0mile wiô

Defing kce Bridge linklng Siberia ta Alaska. These
loglcally proclined American Indians were net
kgindoth-cad barbaric camlvofs; tsèy were a civiliza-
tion at peace wlth nature, revolutlonary in the arts
and fluentb Iniathemnatisand astronomy. They lved
off the lanid, hwiting animais for food, dlothIng and
trade. Their developlng econarnlc and political base
was barter-structured, famIly oriented, and eIder

.Their conimunlty tîrled until the introductioun of
6iropeans initated by Chdstoper Columbus,October

11, 1492. Subsequent European exploration and
explnitation of American Indian and .oil would lead
to the total destruction of thse indien's wetl estab-
fished way of lfe.

Sy thse 1750's, Europeah explorers docked on Can-
ada's east coast to extend tbe fur trade. Wlth the
extended fur trade came tbe Hudson Bay Company
whlch eventually controlled the area poputated pre-
dotninantly by Indians, balfbreeds, and Melfs<balf
bwidi, hbuf French).

The Indians were hired for litie more than a bonle
of moonshne and a pat on the back ta track, trap and
kilt animais that would provide the Hudson Bay
Conmpany witb valuabie furs, furs from animais that
once proided the Indimns with their way of 1f..
Many animais were threatened with extinction.

Uike the animais, our natie peopi's way of life had
been completely annihilated by 1870. Perpeltuai
miàgration ta -and seulement in Alberta began a
European-style rahcbing economy which left no
room for barter, family, and eilers advlce. European
disease devaitated the tribal populationsand thse
lndian's one tiné great providerthe buffalo, became
a provider of fâshionable waill angings, gioves, and
overcoats- for the Europeans.

The European settlers stuffed their way of if. dlown
thetbroatsof lndlaiswho couicionly spit it upforfear
of dioking. In Alerta, as in ail of North America, the
Europeans continue to stuf and the Inclians continue
ta cholce.

One hundred kilonieters north-eastof Peace River
is Lubicon Lake, home of the Lubicon Cree, a people
suffering at the hand of persistent cultural arrogance.
Histffl reneats i"ef.

The Lôbicon Crees were
Offlcialiy recognized as a

man settiers band in 1-This hor-ary proclamation entitled
r Waýof ii the Lubicon people ta, amn-way f, ong other things, a land

r base. However, red tape,
ns'throats., Paper work and general

goverrment.subtlety prev-
_______________ented any finalizations ofa

landdeal. T»he hearty promise of land yided nothîng
but bot air. Twelve years of "umming"-and "ahhing"'
followed; the Lübicon Crees remained a patient'
notnadic people.

in. 1952, theèland promised ta the Lubicon Indians
was prodaîmedôiI-rich, the provincial government
stepped in to request legal seizure and ultimate paos-
session of the base.

One name after another was eiminated from the
list of government-authorized bona fide -band

members. The percentage of wefare recipients
amrong the Lubicon people Ieaped f rom 10 ta go
percent The Lubiconswere decimated by Aibertan
monetary diseas.

TheLubicon Èree's band status was renewed In
1973 supposedly securing again their right to a land
base. In spite of this bistorié event, the land was
gutted and drained. Construction roads made a laby-
îinth of the land. Traplines were destroyed and anim-
ais were driven away. The Lubicon's way of life is
devasaed.

The Lsjbcon Cree's land base has been dedlared a
Provincial hamiet; the natives remain wlthout a
home.

.Whatever happened ta "the utmoet good fath"
that was supposed ta "be' observed towards the mndi-
ans?" Dldn't the man say that "their lands twouldl
never be taken from them witbout their consent?"'
Our own bill of rlgbts guarmntees "the preser1vation
and enhancement of the mnukcutural héritage of
Canadians." Why and hpw sIiculd thls exclude thse
tndians - the founders cf pur country?

W. must not see the Indians solely as that whicb
they have becomne. W. must see théir suppreused
eetlaLr'We must unveiliaur eyes of prejudice,Ile in them as a peope, and work witJi andu for~
them to reconstructth way of lfe that as (perhaps
unlcn&wlhgly}destroyed October il, 1492.
The Gatew4y wiflrun a featur. on the Lubicon Cree
in the nextkfw weeks.


