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The Crop in the Prairie Provinces ini 1906, amnounted to about 85,000,000 Busheis.

place in the West bas undoubtedly been a factor in en-
couragîng farmers to grow oats. lu addition it lias
been found that they can be .shîpped with advantage to
the East, and unti November 3oth, of the season 1906
crop there, had gone forward 4,659,068 bushels from Port
Arthur and Fort William.

The harvest excursions fromn the IEast were continued
and during the month of August some 20,000 meni mi-
grated Westward to help garner the crops. This prac-
tice of harvest excursions is not peculiarly Canadian. In
Germany for years seventy-five thonsand men and wo-
men, farmi labourers of the districts east of the. Oder,
have niigrated each suminer to the country along the
Elbe for the purpose of liarvesting the beet sugar crop.
This emnigration was-made possible, as in Canada, by
the low rates offered by the railways.

The miarketing of the crop lias been somewhat delayed
as usual by the lack of cars or inability on the part of
the transportationi companies, to handle the crops, as ex-
peditiously as shippers would like. The demands made
upon the railway comnpanies for cars to the lake port.s

during the Fail of the year are abnormial, and it is not
to be expected that anything like the quantity of grain
offered for shipment can go forward in the short season
between the first marketing and the close of navigation.
The total shipments at Port Arthur and Fort William
for the season of i906 up to November 3oth, were 39,-
893,898 bushels.

The amount of wealth extracted fromn the soul by the
farmers of the three Prairie Provinces cannot be deter-
mined with any degree of certainty. But everyone who
has anything to do with journalism, politics or the graini
trade lias made an estimate of the grand total. From
wheat, oats, barley, rye, fiax, potatoes, sugar beets,
forage crops, cultivated hay, prairie hay, live stock,
dairy produce and ail sources of farma revenue, it is not
improbable that a total value of something like $îoo,-
000,000 will have been created in 1906. This immense
amnount of wealth, unlike minerais or lumber, lias been
taken from the soil without appreciably. dîminishing the
storehouse. The farmer and his farm are truly the best
asS'et of the nation.


