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House-MakersqGirndianWa
*Written for The Western Home MEVEN more remarkable than the b

home of the beaver is that of the
muskrat or musquash of thea

Qanadian waterways. As summer ad-yIn d s ri I vances-say towards the end of J!iy-0
these industrious rodents begin to makea

a l preparsitions for -the coming winter. t
Near to the margin of some 'pond orf
sluggish creek they get to work collect-1
ing together the mud and reeds from t
one particular palc of water and piling1
it into a heap. The foundations of thea:hh biton heap are, of course, below the surface,E
sud as the building proceas goes on the l
hurrounding water is deepened, while the1
dome girows in height. At length a1
pile frozh three to seven feet in diameter1
an d standing high ont of the water la
constructed.FIIO TIER Long before this otage is reached,
bowever, one of ~the rats has got busy
on the interior, while the other added
to the exterior. In the centre of the1D A Sheap quite a considerable chamber bas1D J 'Y S been hollowed out, and as the weight of1
the dome increises and the heap of
rushes setties, this chamber requires al-
teration td; prevent the roof frorn sink-i
ig in. It is provided with but one en-1
'rnce and though the chamber la, ofi
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- ourse, aIve watelin, and high and'1' li b e st dry, the entrance la below the surface,T h e est o that however wild the blizzard may
blow or howeyer keen the frost there is

e n o ikelihood of the inhabitants of the
]L ve St ck dome being snowed or f rozen in.

Just above the waterline the rats
gnaw several short passages into the
heap. These passages answer the pur-S h o w pose of verandahs. The animais procure
moat of their food below the surface,
but they do not eat it there. They rise
to the top, like the common water voles,in th e adpee osti oesetrdso
and eat at their leisure.

This leads up to another feature iniW e st the homne-making of the muskrats. lu
addition to the main "dome" or "biouse"'
at the water's edge, the animais usuially
construct rafts near by, on which tlîey
eau squat and eat or sunl theinselves.

The Canadian Percheron Usually a floating chunk of wood is
secured to the wveeds or rushes in somne

Society's First Futurity colivelietpitionlf, but should thie pofli

V% rodents construct rafts of recds which
r.vent for Colts of float for a time 0o1 the surface, like the

nests of some waterfowl.

1912 an Thea rafts or floating platforms
answe a dublepurpse, ot only are

they used as feeding places andl look-
out stations, but owilîg to their constant

SIR WM. WHTYTE F. J. C. COX motion they keep the water ini their imi-
ViePresident mediate vicinity free from ice during the

Presdcntcold weather. Thus, should their hoine
bc raided by their deadly enemny the

W. IL. EVANSON A. W. BELL1 mink, the rats are able to rise to the
Trensurer Secretary surface fromn somne secret corner and

escape unsven.
'lhenukrats have nîany enemies, and

were it not for the cIev er arrangemient
eof their homies thcy %nl doubtless

of. the Water-
LYS
lnthly, by H. Mortimer Ballten

bave become cxtinct in many parts
yearis ago. One day a friend and 1
silently approached a 'musquash "dome"
w'e knew to be occupied, and pushed it
)ver, expecting to take the animais by
surprise. But sound travels wçl
through water, and the rats escaped
from the "dome" before we reached it.
We waited some time for them to corne
to the top for air, but nothing hap-
pened, and just as we were about to go
away we observed ono of the rats
seated serenely on his raft at the. other
end of the pond and cyeing us coolly.
Hie dived directly we saw him, doubt-
less to rise elsewhere and take another
look at us.

It was not tili that day I realized the
fuît value of these floating platforms 1
had seen so often. The rat in question
had fuit time to fill bis lungs and take
stock of the situaition before we saw
him and renewed the hunt, and there is
littie doubt he bad played the same
trick many times on other unwelcome
visitors to the pond.

in clear water the rats can be aeen
swimming below the ice, and can easily
be followed from place to, place tilI
eventualty they drown. A hole is then

Tne Old Way.
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mnade in the ice, and thTL body of the
much persecuted animal hoisted out.
The Indians approach the domes with
caution, and with a steel spear poised
for use. They pat the dome gently, and
as the animal swims out from below,
the spear la driven home, penetrating
four or five ladies of ice, perhaps, and
pinning the rodent to the bcd of tic
pond.

Even more cleverly dcsigned than the
winter "domnes" of the muskrats are tic
baîîk urrows which they occupy during
the spring and suînmer. The exits and
entrances to the burrows are below the
surface; so far as 1 know the musquash
liever shlows its passages to communi-
cate direct with the opeil air. The liv-
ing chanîhers of the burrows, like that
of the (IoiII, are w~ell above high-water
line, and are ventilated by a shaft whieh
extends verticalIy to the hank above.
These shafts are verv snaIl, andI are
neyer used for passage, their sole pur-
pos5e being to adimit air, for without
them tliis imiportant elenient would oh-
viousiv îe absent.

It often Iîappens that the pond w'hich
the muskrats inhabit shelves to a very
few inchies in depth towar(ls its bank,
ini whichi case the rats bave to swim
througli shallow %vater to gain the blar-
row-s. ''ilis, aj'parentlv, dots not meet
with their approval, and tlîey overconie
tic diflicult Y hy digging deelp trenches
from the înoiitlîs of thte passes acros
the stretolh of sbllow water to the deep
whîch lile, be *vnd. B *N passîng to and
fro along tlit-e (iî-ttings ,they- are able to
keep a siiIlieieîît depih of wvider over
their bac1ý-. '-lîîîidtuie nater sink hbe-
loNv normial l e.il d.tht mnouths of
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Visitors to Winnipeg make your
trip to this city the most cnjoy-
able and the moat useful in your
tîfetime by having dental work
wiich will last for ever, in-
prove your apJpearance and give
you better health.

Good dental work is a cheap in-
vestmcnt because you get returmis
every time you open your mouth
te speak, every tirne you eat a
meal, and it docsn't wear out or
get out of style.

If you doubt our abiity we willl
gladlly furnish you with a list of
naines of satisfied patients Who
wilt tell you what we are and
hiow otiLr work looks and wears.

4-

il

t fi'

i.

p.

1-

t~

ut
A,

Ut

Iç'f

i 1.

v

IMETif
LP PLAT»

in
The New Way.

Iew Method
Dental
Parlors

Cor. Portage and Donald Sts.
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aIl forma of up-to-date and dur-
able dental work.

Absolutely no pain where the
Dola Method is used.


