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A Lay Sermon for the Christmnas
Season.

Once on a time a conversation took
place between two friends, one a Jew,
the other a Christian. Said the Jew,
cr. as it happened, the Jewess, a very
abie and brilliant woman, by the way:

" Corne, let us get up a fine new re-
ligion: let us take a lttie of your re-
ligion, and a little of my religion, and
a little of Chunder Sen's religion, and
make up a new religion of our own. "

"No, my good friend" said the
Christian; "I cannot do it. 1 arn like
Stockton's man who was too old to
change his diseases. 1 arn too old to
change my religion; and besides,
1 have neyer quite lived up to to it.

When 1 have thoroughly exhausted
Christianity as a working religion,
I may retUrn to Your proposi-
tion' and assist in the attempt to
make a better religion than the one
to which 1 was born. "

There is a class of religionists whose
huppy creed it is to believe flot only
in enire sanctification, but in their
own perfect holiness. We remember
the confession, on the part of a kind-
ly and somewhat 'humorous pastor, of
the fearful trouble given hirn by a
superlatively virtuous person, whose
peskiness seemed to increase in direct
proportion to her piety. Not that
(God forbid!) this is always the case;
but outside of the ranks ofthe "whoily
sanctified" there are a few born or
adoptive Chnristians who are flot of
the state of mind of the above-quoted
respondent,-feeling that, with al
their efforts, occasional or continuious,
they are stili grievously unsatîsfactory
as Christians. The best of men are
apt to be those most convînced of be-
ing chief among sînners.

A church-goîflg neighbor of ours,
taiking the other day about the stan-
dards of orthodoxy, stated facts in bis
own experience tending to prove,
xwhat ail intelligent persons are well
aware of, that during the last thirty
years the standards have changed, or

there bas corne a change in their in-
terpretation and applcation-a les-
sening of stress. The conition of
things indicated is notorious; to sorne
honest souls, to some scholariy, cap-

able, and consistent controversial-
ists, it isdeplorable.

Deplorable, unquestionably, it would
be if any change in the standards of
c,rthodoxy meant a lessening of the
hold of Christian principieS upon ini-
dividuals and nations.

We believe that the Christian spirit

does flot forbid utterly the use of force
between nations and men, but the

tendency of the Christian spirit 's to
wipe out war and cruel strife every-
v. here.

It is more,' and not less, Christianity
that the wonld needs as between peo-
pies and between peoýple, in diplo-
mnacy, in public and private business,
in aIl affairs of the state, the family,
and the individual. Unselfish kind-
ress, helpiuliiess, courtesy, gentie-
mianliness, honorable dealing amnong
nen,-these are all practical versions
of the Golden Rule, and genuine pro-
ducts of the Sermon on the Mount.

In thc secret soul there are appre-
helisions and a 1 precatlons of the hid-
den trtîth, tic deep humnanity, of even
hIe dogliaýs which are so often spoketi

of, niowadays, wth scornful and su'-
perior criticisîn by those whio have
îlot sttI(ied their philosophical signifi-
cance oir feit their rneaning ini spirit-

Val expc riclce. The doctrine of
atoneinent, by so nany deemiîd ont-

worn, h w miany souls it bas helped

ho cast off aiînpairing and degradiflg
a_1t,.011je encumnleriliýýin Smof the Jn-

lIcritcd fic,;h! How many. in dashing

zisi(le the shell of forir and tradition,

dlespoil thenselves of soine innier
treastre, fit and needfnil for the spîit's
food!

Mdore, and lnot lcss. of gennine

Chlri tianiitv isý the n1ced of tlii w' rldl

Ex ery ilit Cli i gelit reli gion i may liivc

5 itif t, nîpart to tho ec born to

Clir 1 t itnitv but those so bori., andl

Illec mitionls thtis cradled, will arrive

t noller lestîiies in the- icrca min9

cideavor to follow the spirit of tlie
tencliiings of the v.orld's one iliili
table Prophet.
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