
PREFACE.

In the present volume I have grouped a series of ethno-

logical studies of the Indians of Eastern Pennsylvania, New

Jersey and Maryland, around what is asserted to be one of

the most curious records of ancient American history.

For a long time this record-the WALAM OLUM, or Red

Score-was supposed to have been lost. Having obtained

the original text complete about a year ago, I printed a few

copies and sent them to several educated native Delawares

with a request for aid in its translation and-opinions on its

authenticity. The results will be nd in the following

pages. -

The interei in the'subject thus excited prompted me to a

general revie* of ouf'knowledge of the Lenape or Dela-

war , their history and traditions, their language and cus-

%oms. ' This disclosed the existence of a number of MSS. not

mentioned in bibliographies, some in the first rank of im-

portance, especially in the field of linguistics. Of these I

have made free use.

In the course of these studies I have received suggestions

and assistance from a number of obliging friends, among

whom I would mention the native Delawares, the Rev. Aibert

Anthony, and the Rev. John Kilbuck; Mr. Horatâo Hale

and the Right Rev. E. de Schweinitz; Dr. J. Hammond

Trumbull, Prof. A. M. Elliott and Gen. John Mason Brown.

Not without hesitation do I send forth this volume to the


